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To  the  decision  of  the  candid,  who  will  duly  appreciate 
the  difficulties  of  an  undertaking  like  the  present,  is  this 
work  submitted.  He  who  ventures  on  a  detail  of  events, 
recent  in  the  recollection  of  the  world,  hazards  much,  and 
can  scarcely  expect  to  escape  censure.  The  numerous  ac- 
tors in,  and  spectators  of,  the  scenes  portrayed,  entertain- 
ing different  opinions  of  the  facts  as  they  transpired,  and 
ascribing  them  to  entirely  different  causes,  becomes  each  a 
critic  in  his  turn,  accordingly  as  the  narrative  corresponds 
with,  or  is  variant  from  his  own  opinion. 

The  historian  who  traces  events,  at  a  period  remote  from 
their  occurrence,  stands  on  more  favourable  ground,  and 
has  fewer  difficulties  to  encounter:  he  then  proceeds  in  his 
undertaking  without  being  acted  upon  by  prejudice,  or  in- 
fluenced by  partiality.  His  readers,  too,  are  similarly  situ- 
ated. But  he  who  draws  them  at  a  moment  when  recollec- 
tion treasures  them,  is  oftentimes  placed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  both — may  be  diverted  insensibly  from  the  course 
pointed  out  by  truth; — ascribe  events  to  motives  that  never 
induced  them; — bestow  censure  where  it  is  not  due,  and 
commendation  where  it  is  not  merited. 

To  avoid  errors  so  common,  and  to  present  things  truly 
as  they  occurred,  has  been  the  wish  of  the  author,  and  he 
believes  he  has  succeeded.  He  believes  so,  because  he  had 
no  inducement  to  do  otherwise,  and  because,  having  all  the 
original  papers  in  his  possession,  and  the  opportunity  of  con^ 
stant  and  repeated  intercourse  with  the  subject  of  this  his- 
tory, there  was  no  avenue  to  error,  unless  from  intention, 
and  this  he  disclaims.  He  can  therefore  venture  upon  this 
assurance,  that  what  is  detailed  may  be  taken  as  correct. 
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As  regards  the  execution  of  the  work,  he  has  not  miicit 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  reader.  He  is  willing 
to  trust  it  to  the  world,  without  preface  or  apology; — with- 
out supplicating  its  charity  or  indulgence  in  his  favour: 
from  no  belief  that  ample  room  is  not  afforded  for  both  to 
be  exercised  in  his  behalf,  but  from  a  conviction  that  they 
are  seldom  or  never  extended,  and  that  none  has  a  right  to 
ask  for  them,  unless  under  peculiar  circumstances.  Wheth- 
er he  be  competent  to  the  task,  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
inquire,  before  he  undertakes  to  become  an  author;  no  soon- 
er does  he  appear  before  the  public  in  that  Character,  than 
they  have  a  right  to  infer,  that  he  has  entire  confidence  in 
his  own  qualifications,  and  therefore  may,  with  propriety. 
Judge  him  "according  to  his  works." 

It  was  not  a  belief  of  this  kind,  that  claimed  an  influence 
on  the  present  occasion:  peculiar  circumstances,  and  not 
choice,  were  thc'inducement.  It  is  more,  therefore,  with  a 
view  of  correctly  stating  the  reasons  why  he  is  placed  be- 
fore the  public  as  an  author,  than  to  supplicate  any  indul- 
gence for  the  defects  which  the  work  may  be  found  to  con- 
tain, that  any  thing  is  ventured  to  be  said.  His  greatest  re- 
gret, if  he  have  any  on  the  subject,  is,  that  the  events  had 
not  been  portrayed  by  some  masterly  hand,  that  they  might 
have  beea  exhibited  in  a  manner  worthy  of  him  who  gave 
them  their  existence. 

It  is  some  time  since  major  Reid  submitted  proposals  for 
publishing  to  the  world,  "The  Life  of  General  Jackson." — 
By  those  who  knew  him,  it  was  a  circumstance  hailed  with 
pleasure,  because  they  entertained  a  confidence  that  the 
narrative  would  be  faithful,  and  that  he  was  well  qualified 
to  bestow  every  embellishment  necessary  to  render  it  inter- 
esting. His  mind  had  been  generously  endowed  by  nature, 
and  richly  stored  with  polite  and  elegant  literature.  The 
means  of  education  had  been  liberally  spread  before  him, 
nor  had  they  been  neglected.  But  before  he  could  effect 
his  object,  he  died.    This  event,  deeply  deplored,  produced 


the  necessity  either  of  abandoning  what  had  been  already 
begun,  or  of  prevailing  on  some  person  to  complete  it. — 
Through  the  entreaty  of  his  relations  and  friends,  the  pre- 
sent author  was  led  to  the  undertaking;  not  from  a  convic- 
tion that  he  would  be  able  to  present  it  in  a  garb  calculated 
to  satisfy  public  expectation,  but  from  a  desire,  that  the  in- 
fant children  of  one  who  had  rendered  important  services 
to  the  country,  might  not  be  so  far  injured  by  his  death,  as 
to  lose  the  benefit  of  what  their  father  had  commenced, 
and  what  might  afford  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  their  edu- 
cation. 

This  consideration,  sufficiently  weighty  in  itself,  was  the 
more  cheerfully  subscribed  to,  from  a  belief,  that,  perhaps, 
the  greater  part  of  the  work  was  already  digested,  and  on- 
ly needed  to  be  transcribed,  and  properly  prepared  for  the 
press;  for  as  yet  the  papers  were  in  Virginia.  Unforeseen 
difficulties,  however,  arose,  when,  on  their  arrival  at  Nash- 
ville, it  was  found  that  scarcely  one  third  of  it  had  been 
prepared;  while  the  residue  remained  to  be  sought  for 
through  an  immense  quantity  of  papers,  without  any  ar- 
rangement or  order.  Many  as  were  the  difficulties  present- 
ed and  troublesome  as  the  research  promised  to  be,  yet  the 
arrangement  being  already  announced,  it  was  too  late  to 
retract.* 

The  brilliant  achievements  which  had  marked  the  course 
of  general  Jackson,  and  given  to  himself  and  his  countrv  a 
distinguished  standing,  had  been  already  brought  to  public 
view;but  garbled  facts,  and  contradictory  statements,  had 
been  so  exiensively  circulated,  that  none  knew  things  truly 
asthey  should  be;  and  all,  with  impatience,  looked  for  the 
appearance  of  a  work,  which  should  dispel  doubt,  and  bring 
forth  facts,  substantially  as  they  were. 

*  The  four  first  chapters  of  this  work  were  written  by  major  Raid,  ' 
who  was  an  eje  witness  to  the  events  recorded  by  him.     For  those 
the  present  author  is  not  responsible ;  for  the  residue  he  is. 
1* 
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He  who  shall  read  what  is  written  with  a  determination 
to  be  displeased,  because  it  is  not  so  perfect  as  he  himself 
could  have  made  it,  is  desired  to  remember,  that  there  is 
every  imaginable  diflference  between  him  who  has  been  ac- 
customed to  such  pursuits,  and,  from  habit,  is  enabled  to  give 
a  happy  arrangement  to  thought,  and  correctness  to  expres- 
sion, and  one  who  carries  with  him  no  such  aid.  But  those 
who  desire  a  correct  view  of  those  masterly  exertions  which 
constantly  hurried  their  actor  to  the  most  brilliant  and  un- 
interrupted successes— who  can  be  pleased  with  benevolence 
and  generosity,  and  strength,  and  nerve,  and  decision  of 
character,  concentered  in  the  same  breast — with  a  career, 
which,  at  every  step,  evinced  an  unshaken  determination 
to  move  forward  for  the  benefit  and  exaltation  of  his  coun- 
try, at  all  hazards,  and  at  every  risk,  will  find  much  to  ad- 
mire. They  will  see  the  man,  of  whom  they  have  already- 
heard  much,  fearlessly  encountering  danger,  and  erecting 
himself  in  opposition  to  every  design  that  came  in  collisioa 
with  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  station  he  occupied  ;  and  who, 
in  moments  of  extreme  difficulty,  did  not  shrink  from  respon- 
sibility; but,  bringing  to  his  aid  the  slender  resources  with- 
in his  reach,  protected  and  saved  an  all-important  and  valu- 
able portion  of  his  country,  at  a  time  when  her  warmest  vo- 
taries regarded  the  cause,  in  that  quarter,  as  hopeless. 

Whether  the  work  will  be  flatteringly  received,  or  shall 
"drop  still-born  from  the  press,"  although  of  some  concern 
to  the  author,  is  an  event  on  which  his  peace  and  tranquilli- 
ty of  mind  does  not  depend.  A  recollection,  that  the  good 
opinion  of  the  world  is  dependent  on  a  thousand  accidental 
circumstances — is  often  "obtained  without  merit,  and  lost 
without  crime."  affords  considerations  that  neither  hope  nor 
fear  can  disturb.  But  that  it  shall  be  so  far  charitably  re- 
ceived and  patronised,  as  to  afford  advantages  to  the  chil- 
dren of  a  friend,  is  desired.  Theirfatherisnomore!but,ashis 
representatives,  they  have  claims  of  no  common  kind  on  the 
liberality  of  the  public,    A  character  unstained  by  dishon- 
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our,  and  without  reproach ;  a  firmness  unshaken,  and  devo- 
tion to  his  country,  are  the  inheritance  he  has  left  them. — 
He  was  no  inactive  spectator  of  the  trying  scenes  that  are 
past.  When  danger  threatened,  he  was  foremost  to  meet 
it.  Throughout  the  prosecutionof  the  southern  war,  in  the 
capacity  of  aid  to  the  commanding  general,  he  was  active 
and  valiant.  Nor  can  any  stronger  evidence  be  furnished 
of  his  capacity,  unquestioned  merit,  and  distinguished  servi- 
ces rendered,  than  that  during  the  whole  period,  he  carried 
with  him  the  entire  confidence  and  friendship  of  his  general. 

It  was  desirable  to  avoid  in  the  narrative,  all  those  cir- 
cumstances in  which  general  Jackson  was  not  directly  con- 
cerned ;  but  as  the  design  of  the  original  author  was  to  give 
a  complete  history  of  the  southern  war,  th  it  plan  has  beea 
pursued,  and  some  events  briefly  adverted  to,  in  which  the 
general  had  no  immediate  agency. 

The  work,  however,  such  as  it  is,  is  submitted  to  the  pub- 
lic; and  nothing  either  of  charity  or  favour,  supplicated  in 
its  behalf  The  matter  is  important,  and  the  manner  of 
presenting  it,  if  defective,  may  at  least  prove  serviceable 
to  some  future  historiaa. 

JOHN  H,  EATON* 
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CHAPTER  I. 


-tlis  birth,  parentage,  family,  and  education. — Engages  in  the 
American  revolution,,  and  is  shortly  after,  with  his  brother, 
made  a  prisoner. —  Their  treatment  and  sufferings.— Com- 
mences the  study  of  law. — His  removal  to  the  -western  coun- 
try.— Anecdote. — Becomes  a  member  of  the  Tennessee  con- 
vention, and  afterxpards  a  senator  in  the  United  States''  con- 
gress.— -Retires,  and  is  appointed  a  judge  of  the  state  courts. 
Declaration  of  war. —  Tenders  the  services  of  2600  volun- 
teers to  the  president.^— Ordered  to  the  lower  country. — -His 
descent  and  return,  ctnd  discharge  of  the  troops. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  March, 
1767.  His  father,  (Andrew)  the  youngest  son  of  his 
family,  emigrated  to  America  from  Ireland  during  the 
year  1765,  bringing  with  him  two  sons,  Hugh  and  Rob- 
ert, both  very  young.  Landing  at  Charleston,  in  South 
Carolina,  he  shortly  afterwards  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
in  what  was  then  called  the  Waxsaw  settlement,  about 
forty-five  miles  above  Camden;  at  which  place  the  sub- 
ject of  this  history  was  born.  Shortly  after  his  birth, 
his  father  died,  leaving  three  sons  to  be  provided  for  by 
their  mother.  She  appears  to  have  been  an  exemplary 
woman,  and  to  have  executed  the  arduous  duties  which 
had  devolved  on  her,  with  great  faithfulness  and  with 
much  success.  To  the  lessons  she  inculcated  on  the 
youthful  minds  of  her  sons,  was,  no  doubt,  owing,  in  a 
great  measure,  that  fi^d  opposition  to  British  tyranny 
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and  oppression,  which  afterwards  so  much  distinguished 
them.  Often  would  she  spend  the  winter's  evenings,  in 
recounting  to  them  the  sufferings  of  their  grandfather, 
at  the  siege  of  Carrickfergus,  and  the  oppression  exer- 
cised by  the  nobility  of  Ireland,  over  the  labouring  poor; 
impressing  it  upon  them,  as  a  first  duty,  to  expend  their 
lives,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  in  defending  and  sup- 
porting the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Inheriting  but  a  small  patrimony  from  their  father,  it 
was  impossible  that  all  the  sons  could  receive  an  expen- 
sive education.  The  two  eldest  were  therefore  only 
taught  the  rudiments  of  their  mother  tongue,  at  a  com- 
mon country  school.  But  Andrew,  being  intended  by 
his  mother  for  the  ministry,  was  sent  to  a  flourishing 
academy  at  the  Waxsaw  meeting  house,  superintended 
by  Mr.  Humphries.  Here  he  was  placed  on  the  study 
of  the  dead  languages,  and  continued  until  the  revolution- 
ary war  extending  its  ravages  into  that  section  of  South 
Carolina,  where  he  then  was,  rendered  it  necessary  that 
every  one  should  betake  himself  to  the  American  stand- 
ard,  seek  protection  with  the  enemy,  or  flee  his  country ►, 
It  was  not  an  alternative  that  admitted  of  tedious  deliber- 
ation. The  natural  ardor  of  his  temper,  deriving  en- 
couragement from  the  recommendations  of  his  mother, 
whose  feelings  were  not  less  alive  on  the  occasion  than 
his  owa;  and  excited  by  those  sentiments  in  favor  of  lib- 
erty, with  which,  by  her  conversation,  his  mind  had  been 
early  endued,  quickly  determined  him  in  the  course  to 
be  pursued ;  and  at  the  tender  age  of  fourteen,  accompa- 
nied by  his  brother  Robert,  he  hastened  to  the  American 
camp,  and  engaged  actively,  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
His  oldest  brother,  who  had  previously  joined  the  army, 
had  lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Stono,  from  the  excessive 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fatigues  of  the  day. 

Both  Andrew  and  Robert,  were,  at  this  period,  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  the  manual  exercise,  and  had  some 
idea  of  the  different  evolutions  of  the  field,  having  been 
indulged  by  their  mother  in  attending  the  drill  and  gen- 
eral musters  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  Americans  being  unequal,  as  well  from  the  inferi- 
ority of  their  numbers,  as  their  discipline,  to  engage  the 
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I3ritish  army  in  battle,  had  retired  before  it,  into  the  in- 
terior of  North  Carolina;  but  when  they  learned,  that 
lord  Cornwallis  had  crossed  the  Yadkin,  they  returned 
in  small  detachments  to  their  native  state.     On  their  ar- 
rival, they  found  lord  Rawdon  in  possession  of  Camden, 
and  the  whole  country  around  in  a  state  of  desolation. — 
The  British  commacjder  beir.g  advised  of  the  return  of 
the    settlers  of  VVaxsaw,  major  Coffin  was  immediately 
despatched  thither,with  a  corps  of  light  dragoons,.a  compa- 
ny of  infantry  ,and  a  considerable  number  of  tories,  for  their 
capture  and  destruction.     Hearing  of  their  approach,  the 
settlers,  without  delay,  appointed  the  Waxsaw  meeting 
house  as  a  place  of  rendezvous,  that  they  might  the  better 
collect  their  scattered  strength,  and  concert  some  system 
of  operations.     About  forty  of  them  had  accordingly  as- 
sembled at  this  point,  when  the  enemy  approached,  keep- 
ing the  tories,  who  were  dressed  in  the  common  garb  of 
the  country,  in  front,  whereby  this  little  band  of  patriots 
was  completely  deceived,  having  taken  them  for  Captain 
Nisbet's  company,  in  expectation  of  which  they  had  beea 
waiting.     Eleven  of  them  were  taken  prisoners;  the  rest 
with  difficulty  fled,   scattering  and  betaking  themselves 
to  the  woods  for  concealment.     Of  those  who  thus  es- 
caped, though  closely  pursued,  were  Andrew  Jackson 
and  his  brother,  who,  entering  a  secret  bend  in  a  creek, 
that  was  close  at  hand,  obtained  a  momentary  respite 
from  danger,  and  avoided,  for  the  night,  the  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.     The  next  day,  however,  having  gone  to  a  ''^^fc^_ 
neighboring  house,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some-      ^ 
thing  to  eat,  they  were  broken  in  upon,  and  made  pris- 
pners,  by  Coffin's  dragoons,  and  a  party  of  tories   who 
accompanied  them.     Those  young  men,  with  a  view  to 
security,   had  placed  their  horses  in  the  wood,  on  the 
margin  of  a  small  creek,  and  posted  on  the  road  which 
led  by  the  house,  a  sentinel,  that  they  might  have  infor- 
mation of  any  approach,  and  in  time  to  be  able  to  elude 
It.     But  the  tories,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
country  and  the  passes  through  the  forest,  had,  unfortu- 
nately, passed  the  creek  at  the    very  point  where  the 
hoi-ses  and  baggage  of  our  young  soldiers  were  deposited, 
and  taken  possession  of  them.     Having  done  this,  they 
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approached  cautiously,  the  house,  and  were  almost  at 
the  door  before  they  M'ere  discovered.  To  escape  was 
impossible,  and  both  Avere  made  prisoners*  Being  pla- 
ced under  guard,  Andrew  was  ordered,  in  a  very  impe- 
rious tone,  by  a  British  officer,  to  clean  his  boots,  which 
had  become  maddied  in  crossing  the  creek.  This  order 
he  positively  a')d  peremptorily  refused  to  obey ;  alleging 
that  he  looked  for  such  treatment  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
had  a  right  to  expect.  Incensed  at  his  refusal,  ^the  offi- 
cer aimed  a  blow  at  his  head  with  a  drawn  sword,  which 
would,  very  probably,  have  terminated  his  existence, 
had  he  not  parried  its  effects  by  throwing  up  his  left 
hand,  on  which  he  received  a  severe  wound,  the  mark 
of  which  he  bears  to  this  hour.  His  brother,  at  the  same 
time,  for  a  similar  offence,  received  a  deep  cut  on  the 
head,  which  subsequently  occasioned  his  death.  They 
were  both  now  taken  to  jail,  where,  separated  and  con- 
fined, they  were  treated  with  marked  severity,  until  a 
few  days  after  the  battle  before  Camden,  when  in  conse- 
quence of  a  partial  exchange,  effected  by  the  intercessions 
and  exertions  of  their  mother,  and  captain  Walker,  of  the 
militia,  they  were  both  released  from  confinement.  Cap- 
tain Walker  had,  in  a  charge  on  the  rear  of  the  British 
army,  succeeded  in  making  thirteen  prisoners,  whom  he 
gave  in  exchange  for  seven  Americans,  of  which  number 
were  these  two  young  men.  Robert,  during  his  confine- 
ment in  prison,  had  suffered  greatly ;  the  wound  on  his 
head,  all  this  time,  having  never  been  dressed,  was  follow- 
ed by  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which,  in  a  few  days 
after  his  liberation,  brought  him  to  the  grave.  To  add 
to  the  afflictions  of  Andrew,  his  mother,  worn  down  by 
grief,  and  her  incessant  exertions  to  provide  clothing  and 
other  comforts  for  the  suffering  prisoners,  who  had  been 
Ttaken  from  her  neighborhood,  expired  in  a  few  weeks  af- 
ter her  son,  near  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Charleston.  Andrew,  the  last  and  only  surviving  child, 
confined  to  a  bed  of  sickness,  .occasioned  by  the  suffer- 
ings he  had  been  compelled  to  undergo,  whilst  a  prison- 
er,'and  by  getting  wet,  on  his  return  from  captivity,  was 
thus  left  in  the  wide  world,  without  a  human  being  with 
whom  he  could  claim  a  near  relationship.   The  small  pox, 
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about  the  same  time,  having  made  its  appearance  upon 
him,  had  well  nigh  terminated  his  sorrovfs  and  his  exis- 
tence. 

Having  at  length  recovered  from  his  complicated  af- 
flictions, lie  entered  upon  the  enjoyment  of  his  estate, 
which,  although  small,  would  have  been  sufficient,  under 
prudent  management,  to  have  completed  his  education, 
0  1  the  liberal  scale  which  his  mother  had  designed.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  he,  like  too  many  young  men,  sac- 
rificing future  prospects  to  present  gratification,  expend- 
ed it  with  ratlier  too  profuse  a  hand.  Coming,  at  length, 
to  foresee  that  he  should  be  finally  obliged  to  rely  on  his 
own  exertions,  for  support  and  success  in  hfe,  he  again 
betook  himself  to  his  studies  with  increased  industry. — 
He  re-commenced  under  Mr.  M'Culloch,  in  that  part  of 
Carolina  which  was  then  called  the  New  Acquisition, 
near  Hill's  iron  works.  Here  he  revised  the  languages, 
devoting  a  portion  of  his  time  to  a  desultory  course  of  stu- 
dies. 

His  education  being  now  completed,  so  far  as  his  wast- 
ed patrimony,  and  the  limited  opportunities  then  afford- 
ed in  that  section  of  the  country,  would  permit,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  turned  his  attention  to  acquiring  a 
profession,  and  in  prepeiring  himself  to  enter  on  the  busy 
scenes  of  life.  The  pulpit,  for  which  he  had  been  de- 
signed by  his  mother,  was  now  abandoned  for  tlie  bar;  aid 
in  the  winter  of  1784,  he  repaired  to  Salisbury,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law,  under  Spruce. 
M'Cay,  Esq.  (afterwards  one  of  the  judges  of  that  state,) 
and  subsequently  continued  it  under  colonelJohn  Stok'S. 
Having  remained  at  Salisbury  until  the  winter  oi  17c 6, 
he  obtained  a  license  from  the  judges  to  practice  law, 
and  continued  in  the  state  until  the  spring  of  1768. 

The  observations  he  was  enabled,  during  this  time,  t6 
make,  satisfied  him  that  this  state  presented  lew  induce- 
ments to  a  young  attorney ;  and  recollecting  that  he  stood 
a  solitary  individual  in  life,  without  relations  to  aid  '  im 
in  the  onset,  when  innumerable  difficulties  arise  and  re- 
tard success,  he  determined  to  seek  a  vev/  country.  But 
for  this,  he  might  have  again  returned  to  his  native  state: 
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the  death,  however,  of  every  relation  he  had,  had  wiped 
away  all  those  endearing  recollections  and  circumstances 
which  warp  the  mind  to  the  place  of  its  nativity.  The 
western  parts  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  were,  about  this 
time,  often  spoken  of,  as  presenting  flattering  prospects 
to  adventurers.  He  immediately  determined  to  accom- 
pany judge  M'Nairy  thither,  who  had  been  appointed, 
and  was  going  out  to  hold  the  first  supreme  court  that 
had  ever  sat  in  the  state.  Having  reached  the  Holston, 
they  ascertained  it  would  be  impossible  to  arrive  at  the 
time  appointed  for  the  session  of  the  court;  and  there- 
fore determined  to  remain  in  that  section  of  country  until 
fall.  They  re-commenced  their  journey  in  October, 
and  passing  through  an  extensive  uninhabited  country, 
reached  Nashville  in  the  same  month.  It  had  not  been 
Jackson's  intention,  certainly,  to  make  Tennessee  the 
place  of  his  future  residence ;  his  visit  was  merely  exper- 
imental, and  his  stay  remained  to  be  determined  by  the 
advantages  that  might  be  disclosed ;  but  finding,  soon  af- 
ter his  arrival,  that  a  considerable  opening  was  offered 
for  the  success  of  a  young  attorney,  he  determined  to  re- 
main. To  one  of  refined  feelings,  the  prospect  before 
him  was,  certainly,  not  of  an  encouraging  cast.  As  in  all 
newly  settled  countries  must  be  the  case,  society  was 
loosely  formed,  and  united  by  but  few  of  those  ties  which 
have  a  tendency  to  enforce  the  performance  of  moral  duty, 
and  the  right  execution  of  justice.  The  young  men  of 
the  place,  adventurers  from  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, had  become  indebted  to  the  merchants ;  there  was 
but  one  lawyer  in  the  country,  and  they  had  so  contrived, 
as  to  retain  him  in  their  business;  the  consequence  was, 
that  the  merchants  were  entirely  deprived  of  the  means 
of  enforcing  against  those  gentlemen  the  execution  of 
their  contracts.  In  this  state  of  things  Jackson  made  his 
appearance  at  Nashville,  and  while  the  creditor  class 
looked  to  it  with  great  satisfaction,  the  debtors  were 
sorely  displeased.  Applications  were  immediately  made 
to  him  for  his  professional  services,  and  on  the  morning 
after  his  arrival  he  issued  seventy  writs.  To  those  pro- 
digal gentlemen,  it  was  an  alarming  circumstance;  their 
foimer  security  was  impaired;    but  that  it  might  not 
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wholly  depart,  they  determined  to  force  him,  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  leave  the  country ;  and  to  effect  this, 
broils  and  quarrels  with  him  were  to  be  resorted  to. — 
This,  however,  was  soon  abandoned,  satisfied,  by  the  fifst 
controversy  in  which  they  had  involved  him,  that  his  de- 
cision and  firmness  was  such  as  to  leave  no  hope  of  effect- 
ing any  thing  through  this  channel.  Disregarding  the 
opposition  raised  to  him,  he  continued,  with  care  and  in- 
dustry, to  press  forward  in  his  professional  course,  and 
his  attention  soon  brought  him  forward,  and  introduced 
him  to  a  profitable  practice.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  was 
appointed  attorney  general  for  the  district,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  continued  to  act  for  several  years. 

Indian  depredations  being  then  frequent  on  the  Cum- 
berland, every  man  of  necessity,  became  a  soldier.  Un- 
assisted by  the  government,  the  settlers  were  forced  to 
rely  for  security  on  their  own  bravery  and  exertions.  Al- 
though young,  no  person  was  more  distinguished  thart 
Andrew  Jackson,  in  defending  the  country  against  these 
predatory  incursions  of  the  savages,  who  continually  har- 
rassed  the  frontiers,  and  not  unfrequently  approached  the 
heart  of  the  settlements,  which  were  thin,  but  not  wide^ 
ly  extended.  He  aided  alike  in  garrisoning  the  forts, 
and  in  pursuing  and  chastising  the  enemy. 

In  the  year  1796,  having,  by  his  patriotism,  firmness, 
and  talents,  secured  to  himself  a  distinguished  standing 
with  all  classes,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  members  of  the 
convention,  for  establishing  a  constitution  for  the  state. — 
His  good  conduct  and  zeal  for  the  public  interest,  and  the 
republican  feelings  and  sentiments  which  were  conspicu- 
ously disclosed  in  the  formation  and  arrangement' of  this 
instrument,  brought  him  more  prominently  to  view ;  and, 
without  proposing  or  soliciting,  he  was,  in  the  same  year, 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  con- 
gress, for  the  state  of  Tennessee.  The  following  year, 
his  reputation  continuing  to  increase,  and  every  bosom 
feeling  a  wish  to  raise  him  to  still  higher  honours,  he  was 
chosen  a  senator  of  the  United  States  congress,  and  "took 
his  seat  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1797.  About  the 
middle  of  April,  business  of  an  important  and  private  na- 
ture, imposed  on  him  the  necessity  of  asking  leave  of  ab- 
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sence  and  returning  home.  Leave  was  granted,  and  be- 
fore the  next  session  he  resigned  his  seat.  He  was  but 
a  little  more  than  thirty  jears  of  age,  and  hence,  scarce- 
ly eligible,  bj  the  constitution,  at  the  time  he  was  elect- 
ed. The  sedition  law,  about  which  so  much  concern 
and  feeling  has  been  manifested  through  the  country,, 
was  introduced  into  the  senate,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mary- 
land, in  June,  and  passed  that  body  on  the  4th  of  Julj 
following;  lience  the  name  of  Jackson,  owing  to  the  leave 
of  absence  which  had  been  granted  him  in  April,  does 
not  appear  on  the  journals.  On  the  ahen  law,  however^ 
and  the  effort  to  repeal  the  stamp  act,  he  was  present, 
resting  in  the  minority,  and  on  the  side  of  the  Republican 
principles  of  the  country.* 

The  state  of  Tennessee,  on  its  admission  into  the  Union, 
comprising  but  one  military  division,  and  general  Con- 
way, who  commanded  it,  as  major-general,  dying  about 
this  time,  Jackson,  without  being  consulted  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  without  the  least  intimation  of  what  was  i^^^" 
tationywas,  as  the  constitution  of  the  state  direct^^m)- 
sen  by  the  field  officers,  to  succeed  him ;  which  appoint- 
ment he  continued  to  hold  until  May,  1814,  when  he  was 
constituted  a  major-general  in  the  United  States'  service. 

Becoming  tired  of  political  life,  for  the  intrigues  of 
which  he  declared  himself  unquahfied,  and  having  for 
two  years  voted  in  the  minority  in  congress,  he  resigned, 
after  the  first  session,  his  seat  in  the  senate^  To  this 
measure  he  was  strongly  induced,  from  a  desire  to  make 
way  for  general  Smith,  who  he  conjectured,  would  in 
that  capacity,  be  able  to  render  more  important  services 
to  the  government  than  himself.  His  country,  unwilling 
that  his  talents  should  remain  in-active  and  unemployed, 
again  demanded  his  services.  Immediately  after  his  re- 
signation, he  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 

*  The  names  of  those  senators  who  votetl  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  stamp  acts,  so  obnoxious  to  the  republicans  of  this  country?,  ai^ 
the  session  of  1798,  were  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Foster, 
Green,  Jackson,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Martin,  Mason,  Tazewell. 
Against  the  repeal.  Chapman,  Clayton,  Goodhue.  Hillhouse,  How- 
ard, Latimer,  Lawrence,  Lloyd,  North,  Faiae,  Read,  Ptatherferd, 
Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tracy. 
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preme  court  of  the  state.  Sensibly  alive  to  the  difficult 
duties  of  this  station,  distrusting  his  legal  acquirements, 
and  impressed  with  the  great  injury  he  might  produce 
to  suitors,  by  erroneous  decisions,  he  advanced  to  the 
office  with  reluctance,  and  in  a  short  time  resigned,  leav- 
ing it  open  for  those,  who,  he  believed,  were  better  qual- 
ified than  himself,, to  discharge  its  intricate  and  important 
duties.  Unambitious  of  those  distinctions  and  honours 
which  young  men  are  usually  proud  to  possess;  finding 
too,  that  his  circumstances  and  condition  in  life,  were 
not  such  as  to  permit  his  time  and  attention  to  be  devoted 
to  public  matters',  he  determined  to  yield  them  into  others' 
hands,  and  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits ;  and 
accordingly  settled  himself  on  an  excellent  farm,  ten 
miles  from  Nashville,  on  the  Cumberland  river;  where, 
for  several  years,  he  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  of  domestic 
and  social  intercourse.  Abstracted  from  the  busy  scenes 
of  public  life,  pleased  with  retirement,  surrounded  by 
friends  whom  he  loved,  and  who  entertained  for  him  the 
highest  veneration  and  respect,  and  blessed  with  an  ami- 
able and  affectionate  consort,  nothing  seemed  w^anting  to 
the  completion  of  that  happiness  which  he  so  anxiousl)t 
desired  whilst  in  office. 

But  a  period  approached,  when  all  these  endearments 
were  again  to  be  abandoned,  for  the  duties  of  more  ac- 
tive life.  Great  Britain,  by  niultiphed  outrages  on  our 
rights,  as  an  independent  and  neutral  nation,  had  provok- 
ed from  our  government  a  declaration  ofwar  against  her. 
This  measure,  though  founded  in  abundant  cause,  had 
been  long  forborne,  and  every  attempt  at  conciliation 
made,  without  effect:  when,  at  length, it  was  resorted  to, 
as  the  only  alternative  that  could  preserve  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  nation.  General  Jackson,  ever  devoted 
to  the  interest  of  his  country,  from  the  moment  of  the  de- 
claration, knew  no  wish  so  strong  as  that  of  entering  into 
her  service,  against  a  poAver,  which,  independent  of  pub- 
lic considerations,  he  had  many  private  reasons  for  dis- 
liking. In  her,  he  could  trace  sufferings  and  injuries 
received,  and  the  efficient  cause,  why,  in  early  life,  he 
had  been  left  forlorn  and  wretched,  without  a  single  x,^ 
2*       ' 
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latlon  in  the  world.  His  proud  and  inflexible  mind,  how- 
ever, could  not  venture  to  solicit  an  appointment  in  the 
army,  which  was  about  to  be  raised.  He  accordingly 
remained  wholly  unknown,  until,  at  the  head  of  the  mi- 
litia, employed  against  the  Creek  Indians,  his  constant 
vigilance,  and  the  splendour  of  bis  victories,  apprised  the 
general  government  of  those  great  mihtary  talents  which 
he  so  eminently  possessed,  and  conspicuously  displayed, 
when  opportunities  for  exerting  them  were  afibrded. 

The  acts  of  congress,  of  the  6th  of  February,  and  July, 
1812,  afforded  the  means  of  bringing  into  view  a  display 
of  those  powers,  which,  being  unknown,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, unfortunately,  might  have  slumbered  in  in- 
action. Under  the  authority  of  these  acts,  authorizing 
the  president  to  accept  the  services  of  fifty  thousand  vol- 
unteers, he  addressed  the  citizens  of  his  division,  and 
twenty-five  hundred  flocked  to  his  standard.  A  tender 
of  them  having  been  made,  and  the  offer  accepted,  in 
November  he  received  orders  to  place  himself  at  their 
head  and  to  descend  the  Mississippi,  for  the  defence  of  the 
lower  country,  which  was  then  supposed  to  be  in  danger.- 
Accordingly,  on  the  10th  of  December,  those  troops  ren- 
dezvoused at  Nashville,  prepared  to  advance  to  the 
place  of  their  destination;  and,  although  the  weather 
■was  then  excessively  severe,  and  the  ground  covered 
with  snow,  no  troops  could'  have  displayed  greater  firm- 
ness. The  general  was  every  where  with  them,  inspir- 
ing them  with  the  ardour  that  animated  his  own  bosom. 
The  cheerful  spirit  with  which  they  submitted  to  hard- 
ships, and  bore  privations,  on  the  very  onset  of  their  mil- 
itary career,  as  well  as  the  order  and  subordination  they 
so  readily  observed,  were  happy  presages  of  what  was  to 
be  expected,  when  they  should  be  directed  to  face  an 
enemy. 

Having  procured  supplies,  and  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  an  active  campaign,  they  proceeded,  the 
7th  of  January,  on  their  journey;  and,  descending  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  through  cold  and  ice,  arrived,  and 
halted  at  Natchez.  Here  Jackson  had  been  instructed 
to  remain,  until  he  should  receive  further  orders.  Hav- 
ing chosen  a  healthy  site  for  the  encampment  of  his  troops^ 
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about  two  miles  from  Washington,  he  devoted  his  time, 
with  the  utmost  industry,  to  training  and  preparing  them 
for  active  service.  The  clouds  of  vrar,  however,  in  that 
quarter,  having  blown  over,  an  order  was  received  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  dated  the  5th  of  January,  directing 
him,  on  the  receipt  thereof,  to  dismiss  those  under  his 
command,  from  service,  and  to  take  measures  for  deliv- 
ering over  every  article  of  public  property,  in  his  posses* 
sion,  to  brigadier  general  Wilkinson.  When  this  order 
reached  his  camp,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  on  the 
sick  report,  fifty-six  of  whom  were  unable  to  raise  their 
heads,  and  almost  the  whole  of  them  destitute  of  the  means 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  their  return.  The  conse- 
quence of  a  strict  compliance  with  the  secretary's  order^ 
inevitably  would  have  been,  that  many  of  the  sick  must 
have  perished,  whilst  most  of  the  others,  from  their  des- 
titute condition  would,  of  necessity,  have  been  compell- 
ed to  enhst  in  the  regular  army,  under  general  Wilkin- 
son. Such  alternatives  were  neither  congenial  with 
their  general's  wishes,  nor  such  as  they  had  expected,  on 
adventuring  with  him  in  the  service  of  their  country ;  he 
had  carried  them  from  home,  and,  the  fate  of  war  and  dis- 
ease apart,  it  was  his  duty,  he  believed,  to  bring  them  backe 
Whether  an  expectation  that,  by  this  plan,  many  of  them 
would  be  compelled  into  the  regular  ranks,  had  formed 
any  part  of  the  motive  that  occasioned  the  order  for  their 
discharge,  at  so  great  a  distance  from  home,  can  not  be 
known ;  and  it  would  be  uncharitable  to  insinuate  against 
the  government  so  serious  and  foul  an  accusation,  with- 
out the  strongest  evidence  to  support  it.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  general  Jackson  could  not  think  of  sacrificing  or  in- 
juring an  army  that  had  shown  such  devotedness  to  their 
country ;  and  he  determined  to  disregard  the  order,  and 
march  them  again  to  their  homes,  where  they  had  been 
embodied',  rather  than  discharge  them  where  they  would 
be  exposed  to  the  greatest  hardships  and  dangers..  To 
this  measure  he  was  prompted,  not  only  by  the  reasons 
already  mentioned,  but  by  the  consideration,  that  many 
of  the  troops  under  his  command  were  young  men,  the 
children  of  his  neighbours  and  acquaintances,  who  had 
delivered  them  into  bis  hands,  as  to  a  guardian,  who. 
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with  parental  solicitude,  would  watch  over  and  protect 
their  welfare.  To  have  abandoned  them,  therefore,  at 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  would  have 
drawn  on  him  the  merited  censure  of  the  most  deserving 
part  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  sensibly  wounded  his  own 
generous  feelings.  Add  to  this,  those  young  men  who 
were  confined  by  sickness,  learning  the  nature  of  the  or- 
der he  had  received,  implored  him,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  not  to  abandon  them  in  so  great  an  extremity,  re- 
toinding  him,  at  the  same  time,  of  his  assurances,  that  he 
would  be  to  them  as  a  father ;  and  of  the  implicit  confi- 
dence they  had  placed  in  his  word.  This  was  an  appeal, 
which  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  the  feelings  of 
Jackson  to  have  resisted,  had  it  been  without  the  support 
of  other  weighty  considerations;  but,  infiuenced  by  thena 
all,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  coming  to  a  determination. 

Having  made  known  his  resolution  to  the  field  officers 
of  his  division,  it  met,  apparently,  their  approbation ;  but^ 
after  retiring  from  his  presence,  they  assembled  late  at 
night,  in  secret  caucus,  and  proceeded  to  recommend  to 
him  an  abandonment  of  his  purpose,  and  an  immediate  dis- 
charge of  his  troops.  Great  as  was  the  astonishment, 
which  this  measure  excited  in  the  general,  it  produced 
a  still  higher  sentiment  of  indignation.  In  reply,,  he  urged 
the  duplicity  of  their  conduct,  and  reminded  them,  that 
although  to  those  who  possessed  funds  and  health,  such  a 
course  could  produce  no  inconvenience,  yet  to  the  unfor- 
tunate soldier,  who  was  alike  destitute  of  both,  no  meas- 
ure could  be  more  calamitous.  He  concluded  by  teihng 
them,  that  his  resolution  not  having  been  hastily  conclu- 
ded on,  nor  bottomed  on  light  considerations,  was  unal- 
terably fixed;  and  that  immediate  preparations  must  be 
made  for  carrying  into  execution  the  determination  he 
had  formed. 

He  lost  no  time  in  making  known  to  the  secretary  of 
war  the  resolution  he  had  adopted;  to  disregard  the  or- 
der he  had  given,  and  to  retui-n  his  army  to  the  place 
where  he  had  received  it.  He  painted  in  strong  terms 
the  evils  wliich  the  course  pursued  by  the  government 
was  calculated  to  produce,  and  expressed  the  astonish- 
ment he  felt,  that  it  should  have  originated  with  the  fa- 
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iwous  author  of  the  "New burgh  Letters,''  the  once  re- 
doubted advocate  of  soldiers' rights. 

General  Wilkinson,  to  whom  the  public  property  was 
directed  to  be  delivered,  learning  tbe  determination 
which  had  been  taken  by  Jackson,  to  march  his  troops 
back,  and  to  take  with  them  so  much  of  that  property  as 
•hould  be  necessary  to  their  return,  in  a  letter  of  solemn 
and  mysterious  import,  admonished  him  of  the  consequen- 
ces wiiich  were  before  him,  and  of  the  awful  and  danger- 
ous responsibility  he  was  taking  on  himself,  by  so  bold  a 
measure.  General  Jackson  replied,  that  his  conduct, 
and  the  consequences  to  which  it  might  lead,  had  been 
deliberately  weighed,  and  well  considered,  and  that  he 
was  prepared  to  abide  the  result,  whatever  it  might  be. 
Wilkinson  had  previously  given  orders  to  his  officers,  to 
recruit  from  Jackson's  army ;  they  were  advised,  how  ever, 
on  their  first  appearance,  that  those  troops  were  already 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  thus  situated, 
they  should  not  be  enlisted ;  and  that  he  would  arrest 
and  confine  the  first  officer  who  dared  to  enter  his  en- 
campment with  any  siuch  object  in  view. 

The  quarter-master,  having  been  ordered  to  furnish 
the  necessary  transportation,  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
«ick  and  the  baggage  to  Tennessee,  immediately  set  about 
the  performance  of  the  task;  but,  as  the  event  proved, 
with  not  the  least  intention  of  executing  it.  Still,  he 
continued  to  keep  up  the  semblance  of  exertion ;  and  the 
better  to  deceive,  the  very  day  before  that  which  had 
been  appointed  for  breaking  up  the  encampment,  and 
commencing  the  return  march,  eleven  wagons  arrived 
there  by  his  order.  The  next  morning,  however,  when 
every  thing  was  about  to  be  packed  up,  acting  doubtless 
from  orders,  and  intending  to  produce  embarrassment, 
the  quarter-master  entered  the  encampment,  and  dis- 
charged the  whole.  He  was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  man 
he  had  to  deal  with,  and  had  now  played  his  tricks  too 
far  to  be  able  to  accomplish  the  object  which  he  had,  no 
doubt,  been  iistructed  to  effect.  Disregarding  their 
dismissal,  so  evidently  designed  to  prevent  his  marching 
back  his  mei,  general  Jackson  seized,  upon  these  wagons, 
jet  within  his  lines,  and  compelled  them  to  proceed  to 
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the  transportation  of  his  sick.  It  deserves  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  quarter-master,  so  soon  as  he  received 
directions  for  furnishing  transportation,  had  despatched 
an  express  to  general  Wilkinson:  and  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt,  that  the  course  of  duplicity  he  afterwards 
pursued,  was  a  concerted  plan  between  him  and  that  gen- 
eral, to  defeat  the  design  of  Jackson ;  compel  him  to  aban- 
don the  course  he  had  adopted ;  and,  in  this  way,  draw 
to  the  regular  army  many  of  the  soldiers,  who,  from  ne- 
cessity, would  be  driven  to  enlist.  In  this  attempt,  they 
were  fortunately  disappointed.  Adhering  to  his  original 
purpose,  he  successfully  resisted  every  stratagem  of  Wil- 
kinson, and  marched  the  wh6le  of  his  division  to  the  sec- 
tion of  country  whence  they  had  been  drawn,  and  dismis- 
sed them  from  service,  as  he  had  been  instructed. 

To  present  an  example  that  might  buoy  up  the  sink- 
ing spirits  of  his  troops,  in  the  long  and  arduous  march 
before  them,  he  yielded  up  his  horses  to  the  sick,  and 
trudging  on  foot,  encountered  all  the  hardships  that  were 
met  by  the  soldiers.  It  was  at  a  time  of  year  when  the 
roads  were  extremely  bad,  and  the  swamps,  lying  in  their 
passage,  deep  and  full ;  yet  under  these  circumstances, 
he  placed  before  his  troops  an  example  of  patience  and 
hardship  that  lulled  to  silence  all  complaints,  and  won  to 
him,  still  stronger  than  before,  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
every  one,  On  arriving  at  Nashville,  he  communicated 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States  the  course  he  had 
pursued,  and  the  reasons  that  had  induced  it.  If  it  had 
become  necessary,  he  had  sufficient  grounds  on  which  he 
could  have  justified  his  conduct.  Had  he  suffered  gen- 
eral Wilkinson  to  have  accomplished  what  was  clearly 
his  intention,  although  it  was  an  event  which  might,  at 
the  moment,  have  benefitted  the  service,  by  adding  an 
increased  strength  to  the  army,  yet  the  example  would 
have  been  of  so  serious  and  exceptionable  a  character,  that 
injury  would  have  been  the  final  and  unavoidable  result. 
Whether  the  intention  of  thus  forcing  these  men  to  enlist 
into  the  regular  ranks,  had  its  existence  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  government,  or  not,  such  would  have  been  the 
universal  belief;  and  all  would  have  felt  a  deep  abhorrence 
at  beholding  the  patriots  of  the  country  drawn  off  from 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON.  23 

their  homes,  under  pretence  of  danger,  whilst  the  con- 
cealed design  was,  by  increasing  their  necessities,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  their  residence,  to  compel  them  to  an  act, 
which  they  would  have  abstained  from  under  different 
circumstances.  His  conduct,  terrible  as  it  first  appeared, 
was  in  the  end  approved,  and  the  expenses  incurred  di- 
rected to  be  paid  by  the  government. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Indian  preparation  for  hostilities — Tecumseh  arrives  amongst 
the  southern  tribes ;  his  intrigues . —  Civil  wars  of  the  Creeks. 
Destruction  of.,  and  hitchery  at  Fort  Mimms. — Expedition 
against  the  Indians. — Jackson  unites  "jDith  the  army,  and  en- 
ters the  enemy'' s  country. — Scarcity  of  supplies  in  his  camp. 
Learns  the  savages  are  embodied. —  His  address  to  his  troops. 
Seeks  to  form  a  junction  with  the  East  Tennessee  division. 
Detaches  general  Coffee  across  the  Coosa. — Battle  of  Tal- 
lushatchee. 

The  volunteers,  who  had  descended  the  river,  having 
been  discharged,  early  in  May,  there  was  little  expecta- 
tion that  they  would  again  be  called  for.  Tennessee 
was  too  remotely  situated  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
to  expect  their  services  would  be  required  for  her  de- 
fence, and  hitherto  the  British  had  discovered  no  serious 
intention  of  waging  operations  against  any  part  of  Louis- 
iana. Their  repose,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration. 
The  Creek  I -idians,  inhabiting  the  country  lying  between 
the  Chatahochee  and  Tombigbee,  and  extending  from 
the  Tennessee  river  to  the  Florida  line,  had  lately  mani- 
fested strong  symptoms  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  from  which  they  had  received  yearly  pensions, 
and  every  assistance  which  the  most  liberal  policy  could 
bestow.  This  disposition  was  greatly  strengthened, 
through  means  used  by  the  northern  Indians,  who  were 
then  making  preparations  for  a  war  against  the  United 
States,  and  who  wished  to  engage  the  southern  tribes  in 
the  same  enterprise.  This  they  believed  to  be  of  great 
importance ;  as,  by  assailing  the  whcle  line  of  our  frontiers 
at  the  same  time,  they  would  be  able,  at  once,  to  gratify 
their  vengeance,  and  to  enrich  themselves  with  plurider. 

An  artful  impostor  had,  about  this  time,  sprung  up 
amongst  the  Shawnees,  who,  by  passing  for  a  prophet, 
commissioned  by  the  "great  spirit,"  to  cornmu'iicate  his 
mandates  and  assurances  to  his  red  children,  had  acauir- 
ed,  among  his  own  and  the  neighbouring  tribes,  a  most 
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estonishing  influence.  Clothed,  as  they  believed  him  to 
be,  with  such  high  powers,  they  listened  to  his  extrava- 
ga.'it  doctrines,  and  in  them  fully  confided  In  a  little 
time,  he  succeeded  in  kindling  a  phrejizy  ar.d  rage  against 
the  Anglo-Americans,  which  soon  after  burst  forth  in  acts 
of  destructive  violence.  His  brother,  Tecumseh,  who 
became  so  famous  during  the  war,  and  who  was  killed 
subsequently,  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  was  despatch- 
ed to  the  southern  tribes,  to  excite  in  them  the  same  tem- 
per. To  the  Creeks,  as  by  far  the  most  numerous  and 
powerful,  as  well  asthe  most  Hahle,  from  their  situation 
and  habits,  to  be  influenced  by  his  suggestions,  he  direct- 
ed his  principal  attention."  ""ISfavirg  entered  their  nation, 
some  time  in  the  spring  of  1 812,  he  repaired  to  Tookau- 
batcha,  where  he  had  repeated  conferences  with  the 
chiefs;  but  not  meeting  with  the  encouragement  he  ex- 
pected, he  returned  to  the  Alabama,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously visited,  and  there  commenced  his  operations. 

Finding  here  several  leaders  of  great  influence,  who 
readily  entered  iiito  his  views,  he  was  enabled  to  carry 
on  his  schenaes  with  greater  success.  Deriving  his  pow- 
ers from  his  brother,  the  Prophet^  whose  extraordinary 
commission  and  endowments  were,  previous  to  this,  well 
understood  by  all  the  neighboring  tribes  in  the  south,  his 
authority  was  regarded  with  the  highest  veneration.  He 
strongly  interdicted  all  intercourse  with  the  whites,  ard 
prevailed  on  the  greater  part  of  the  Alabama  Indians  to 
throw  aside  the  iniplenrients  and  clothing  which  that  in- 
tercourse had  furnished,  and  return  again  to  their  savage 
state,  from  which  he  represented  them  as  highly  culpable 
for  having  suffered  themselves  to  be  estranged.  In  a 
word,  no  means  were  left  untried  to  excite  thenrj  to  the 
most  deadly  animosity  and  cruel  war.  To  afford  addi- 
tional weight  to  his  councils,  this  designitsg  missioi:ary 
gave  assurances  of  aid  and  support  from  Great  Britain; 
whose  power  and  riches  he  represented  as  almost  without 
limits,  and  quite  sufiicient  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Uhi- 
ted  States.  So  considerable  an  influence  did  his  intrigues 
and  discourses  obtain  over  the  minds  of  many,  that  it 
was  with  difliculty  the  most  turbulent  of  theni  couid  be 
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restrained  from  running  immediately  to  arms,  and  com- 
mitting depredations  on  the  exposed  frontiers.  This  has- 
ty measure,  however,  he  represented  as  calculated  to  de- 
feat the  great  plan  of  operations  which  he  was  laboring 
to  concert;  and  enjoined  the  utmost  secrecy  and  quiet- 
ness, until  the  moment  should  arrive,  when,  all  their  pre- 
parations being  ready,  they  might  be  able  to  strike  a 
general  and  decisive  blow ;  in  the  mean  time,  they  were 
to  be  industriously  employed  in  collecting  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  other  necessary  implements  of  war. 

Having  ordained  a  chief  prophet,  whose  word  was  to 
be  regarded  as  infallible,  and  whose  directions  were  to  be 
implicitly  followed,  and  established  a  regular  gradation 
of  inferior  depe'idents,  to  disseminate  his  doctrines 
through  the  different  parts  of  the  nation,  Tecumseh  set 
out  to  his  own  tribe,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  na- 
tives. 

From  this  time,  a  regular  communication  was  kept  up 
between  the  Creeks  and  the  northern  tribes,  in  relation 
to  the  great  enterprise  which  they  were  concerting  to- 
gether; whilst  the  parties,  carrying  it  on  cornmitted  fre- 
^quent  depredations  on  the  frontier  settlers.  By  one  of 
these,  in  the  sum.mer  of  1812,  several  families  had  been 
murdered  in  a  shocking  manner,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio;  and  shortly  afterwards,  another  party,  entering 
the  limits  of  Tennessee,  under  circumstances  of  still 
greater  barbarity,  butchered  two  families  of  women  and 
children.  Similar  outrages  were  committed  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia,  and  were  continued,  at  intervals,  on  the 
inha])itants  of  Tennessee,  along  her  southern  boundary. 

These  multiplied  outrages  at  length  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  general  government,  and  application  was 
made,  througlftheir  agent,  (colonel  Hawkins,)  to  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs  of  the  nation,  who,  desirous  of  preserving 
their  frierxUy  relations  Avith  the  United  States,  resolved 
to  punish  the  murderers  with  death:  and  immediately 
appointed  a  party  of  warriors  to  carry  their  determina- 
tion into  execution.  No  sooner  was  this  done,  than  the 
spirit  of  the  greater  part  of  the  nation,  which,  from  poli- 
cy, had  beenlcept  in  a  considerable  degree,  dormant,  sud- 
denly burst  to  a  fxame,  and  kindled  into  civil  war. 
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It  was  not  difficult  for  tlie  friends  of  those  murderers^ 
who  had  been  put  to  death,  to  prevail  on  others,  who  se- 
cretly applauded  the  acts  for  which  they  suffered,  to  en- 
ter warmly  into  their  resentments  against  those  who  had 
been  concerned  in  bringing  them  to  punishment.  An 
occasion,  as  they  believed,  was  nOw  presented  which 
fully  authorized  them  to  throw  aside  all  those  injunctions 
of  secrecy,  with  regard  to  their  hostile  intentions,  which 
had  been  imposed  on  them  by  Tecumseh  and  their  pro- 
phets. Tliis  restraint,  which,  hitherto,  they  had  regard- 
ed with  much  difficulty,  they  now  resolved  to  lay  aside, 
and  to  execute  at  once  their  insatiate  and  long-projected 
vengeance,  not  only  on  the  white  people,  but  on  those  of 
their  own  nation,  who,  by  this  last  act  of  retaliatory  jus- 
tice, had  unequivocally  shown  a  disposition  to  preserve 
their  friendship  with  the  former.  The  cloak  of  conceal- 
ment being  now  thrown  aside,  the  war  clubs*  were  im- 
mediately seen  in  every  section  of  the  nation ;  but  more 
particularly  among  the  numerous  hordes  residing  near  the 
Alabama.  Brandishing  these  in  their  hands,  they  rush- 
ed, in  the  first  instance,  on  those  of  their  own  countrymen 
who  had  shown  a  disposition  to  preserve  their  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  and  obliged  them  to 
retire  towards  the  white  settlements,  and  place  them- 
selves in  forts,  to  escape  the  first  ebullition  of  their  rage. 
Encouraged  by  this  success,  and  their  numbers,  which 
hourly  increased,  and  infatuated  to  the  highest  degree 
by  the  predictions  of  their  prophets,  who  assured  them 
that  "the  Great  Spirit"  was  on  their  side,  and  would  ena- 
ble them  to  triumph  over  all  their  enemies,  they  began 
to  make  immediate  preparations  for  extending  their  ra- 
vages to  the  white  settlements.  Fort  Mimms,  situated 
in  the  Tensaw  settlement,  in  the  Mississippi  territory, 
was  the  first  point  destined  to  satiate  their  cruelty  and 

♦Instruments  used  by  the  Indian  tribes  on  commencing  hostili- 
ties; and  which,  when  painted  red,  they  consider  a  declaration  of 
war.  They  are  formed  of  a  stick,  about  eighteen  inches  in  lem^th, 
with  a  strong  piece  of  sharp  iron  affixed  at  the  end,  and  resemble  a 
hatchet.  They  use  them  principally  in  pursuit,  and  after  they 
have  been  able  to  introduce  confusion  into  the  ranks  of  an  enemy. 
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Vengeance.  It  contained,  at  that  time,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fiftj  men,  under  the  command  of  major  Beasley, 
besides  a  considerable  number  of  women  and  children, 
who  had  betaken  themselves  to  it  for  security.  Having 
collected  a  supply  of  ammunition,  from  the  Spaniards  at 
Pensacola,  and  assembled  their  vs^arriors,  to  the  number 
of  six  or  seven  hundred,  the  war  party,  commanded  by 
Weatherford,  a  distinguished  chief  of  the  nation,  on  the 
30th  of  August  commenced  their  assault  on  the  fort;  and 
having  succeeded  in  carrying  it,  put  to  death  nearly 
three  hundred  persons,  including  women  and  children, 
with  the  most  savage  barbarity.  The  slaughter  was  in- 
discriminate ;  mercy  was  extended  to  none ;  and  the  tom- 
ahawk, at  the  same  stroke,  often  cleft  the  mother  and  the 
child.  But  seventeen  of  the  whole  number,  in  the  fort, 
escaped,  to  bring  intelligence  of  the  dreadful  catastrophe. 
This  monstrous  and  unprovoked  outrage  no  sooner  reach- 
ed Tennessee,  than  the  whole  state  was  thrown  into  a 
ferment,  and  nothing  was  thought  or  spoken  of  but  retal- 
iatory vengeance.  Considerable  excitement  had  alrea- 
dy been  produced  by  brutahties  of  earlier  date,  and  mea- 
sures had  been  adopted  by  the  governor,  in  conformity 
with  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  war,  for  commen- 
cing a  campaign  against  th^m;  but  the  massacre  at  Fort 
Mimms,  which  threatened  to  be  followed  by  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  Mobile  and  Tombigbee  settlements,  in- 
spired a  deep  and  universal  sentiment  of  solicitude,  and 
an  earnest  wish  for  speedy  and  effectual  operations. — 
The  anxiety  felt  on  the  occasion,  was  greatly  increased 
from  an  apprehension  that  general  Jackson  would  not  be 
able  to  command.  He  was  the  only  man  known  in  the 
state,  who  was  believed  qualified  to  discharge  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  station,  and  who  could  carry  with  him  the 
complete  confidence  of  his  soldiers.  He  was  at  this  time 
seriously  indisposed,  and  confined  to  his  room,  with  a  frac- 
tured arm;  but  although  this  apprehension  was  serious- 
ly indulged,  arrangements  were  in  progress,  and  mea- 
sures industriously  taken,  to  prepare  and  press  the  expe- 
dition with  every  possible  despatch, 

A    numerous  collection  of  respectable  citizens,  who 
convened  ^tJNashville  on  the  18th  of  September,  for  the 
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purpose  of  devising  the  most  effectual  ways  and  means  of 
affording  protection  to  their  brethren  in  distress,  after  con- 
ferring with  the  governor  and  general  Jackson,  who  was 
still  confined  to  his  room,  strongly  advised  the  propriety 
of  marching  a  sufficient  army  into  the  heart  of  the  Creek 
nation ;  and  accordingly  recommended  this  measure,  with 
great  earnestness,  to  the  legislature,  which,  in  a  few  days 
afterwards,  commenced  its  session.  That  body,  pene- 
trated with  the  same  sentiments  which  animated  the 
whole  country,  immediately  enacted  a  law  authorizing 
the  executive  to  call  into  the  field  thirty-five  hundred  of 
the  militia,  to  be  marched  against  the  Indians;  and,  to 
guard  against  all  difficulties,  in  the  event  the  general  go- 
vernment should  omit  to  adopt  them  into  their  service, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  voted  for  their  sup- 
port. 

Additional  reasons  were  at  hand  why  active  operations 
should  be  commenced  with  the  least  possible  delay. — 
The  settlers  were  fleeing  to  the  interior,  and  every  day 
brought  intelligence,  that  the  Creeks,  collected  in  consid- 
erable force,  were  bending  their  course  towards  the  fron- 
tiers of  Tennessee.  The  governor  now  issued  an  order 
to  general  Jackson,  who,  notwithstanding  the  state  of  his 
health,  had  determined  to  assume  the  command,  requir- 
ing him  to  call  out,  and  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville,  in 
the  shortest  possible  time,  two  thousand  of  the  militia  and 
-volunteers  of  his  division,  to  repel  any  invasion  that  might 
be  contemplated.  Colonel  Coffee,  in  addition  to  five 
hundred  cavalry,  already  raised,  and  under  his  command, 
was  authorized  and  instructed  to  organize  and  receive 
into  his  regiment,  any  mounted  riflemen  that  might  make 
a  tender  of  their  services. 

Having  received .  these  orders,  Jackson  hastened  to 
give  them  effect:  and  with  this  object,  and  with  a  view  to 
greater  expedition,  appealed  to  those  volunteers,  who, 
with  him,  had  heretofore  descended  the  Mississippi  to 
Natchez.  He  urged  them  to  appear  at  the  place  desig- 
nated for  the  rendezvous  on  the  4th  of  October,  equipped 
and  armed  for  active  service.  He  pointed  out  the  impe- 
rious necessity  which  demanded  their  services,  and  urg- 
3*  " 
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ed  them  to  be  punctual;  for  that  their  frontiers  were 
threatened  with  invasion  by  a  savage  foe.  "Already  are 
large  bodies  of  the  hostile  Creeks  marching  to  your  bor- 
ders, with  their  scalping  knives  unsheathed,  to  butcher 
your  women  and  children:  time  is  not  to  be  lost.  We 
must  hasten  to  the  frontier,  or  we  shall  find  it  drenched  in 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  The  health  of  your  general  is 
restored — he  will  command  in  person."  In  the  mean 
time,  until  this  force  could  be  collected  and  organized, 
colonel  Coffee,  with  the  force  then  under  his  command, 
and  such  additional  mounted  riflemen  as  could  be  at- 
tached at  a  short  notice,  was  directed  to  hasten  forward 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Huntsville,  and  occupy  some  eli- 
gible position  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  until  the  in- 
fantry should  arrive ;  when  it  was  contemplated,  by  the 
nearest  possible  route  to  press  on  to  Fort  St.  Stephen^ 
with  a  view  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  Mississippi. 

Every  exertion  was  now  inade  to  hasten  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  vigorous  campaign.  Orders  were  given  to  the 
quarter-master,  to  furnish  the  necessary  munitions,  with 
the  proper  transportation ;  and  to  the  contractors,  to  pro- 
vide ample  supplies  of  provisions.  The  day  of  their  ren- 
dezvous being  arrived,  and  the  general  not  being  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  attend  in  person,  he  forwarded  by 
his  aid-de-camp,  major  Reid,  an  address,  to  be  read  to  the 
troops,  accompanied  by  an  order  for  the  establishment  of 
the  pohce  of  the  camp.  In  this  address,  he  pointed  to  the 
unprovoked  injuries  that  had  been  so  long  inflicted  by  this 
horde  of  merciless  and  cruel  savages:  and  intreated  his 
soldiers  to  evince  that  zeal  in  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, which  the  importance  of  the  moment  so  much  requir- 
ed. "We  are  about  to  furnish  these  savages  a  lesson  of 
admonition  y — we  are  about  to  teach  them,  that  our  long 
forbearance  has  not  proceeded  from  an  insensibility  to 
wrongs,  or  an  inability  to  redress  them.  They  stand  in 
need  of  such  warning.  In  proportion  as  we  have  borne 
with  their  insults,  and  submitted  to  their  outrages,  they 
have  rflultiplied  in  number,  and  increased  in  atrocity. — 
But  the  measure  of  their  offences  is  at  length  filled. — 
The  blood  of  our  women  and  children,  recently  spilled  at 
Fort  Mimms,  calls  for  our  vengeance ;  it  must  not  call  is 
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t^ain.  Our  borders  must  no  longer  be  disturbed  by  the 
warwhoop  of  these  savages,  or  the  cries  of  their  sufferirig 
victims.  The  torch  that  has  been  Hghted  up  must  be 
made  to  blaze  in  the  heart  of  their  own  country.  It  is 
time  .they  should  be  made  to  feel  the  weight  of  a  power, 
which,  because  it  was  merciful,  they  believed  to  be  im- 
potent. But  how  shall  a  war,  so  long  forborne,  and  so 
loudly  called  for  by  retributive  justice,  be  waged  ?  Shall 
we  imitate  the  example  of  our  enemies,  in  the  disorder 
of  their  movements  and  the  savageness  of  their  disposi- 
tions? Is  it  worthy  the  character  of  American  soldiers, 
who  take  up  arms  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  an  injured 
country,  to  assume  no  better  model  than  that  furnished 
them  by  barbarians?  No,  fellow  soldiers;  great  as  are 
the  grievances  that  have  called  us  from  our  homes,  we 
must  not  permit  disorderly  passions  to  tarnish  the  reputa- 
tion we  shall  carry  along  with  us ; — we  must  and  will  be 
victorious ;  but  we  must  conquer  as  men  who  owe  notbirg 
to  chance,  and  who,  in  the  midst  of  victory,  can  still  be 
mindful  of  what  is  due  to  humanity ! 
^  "We  will  commence  the  campaign  by  an  inviolable 
attention  to  discipline  and  subordination.  Without  a 
strict  observance  of  these,  victory  must  ever  be  uncertain, 
and  ought  hardly  to  be  exulted  in  even  when  gained.  To 
what  but  the  entire  disregard  of  order  and  subordination, 
are  we  to  ascribe  the  disasters  which  have  attended  our 
arms  in  the  north,  during  the  present  war?  How  glori- 
ous will  it  be  to  remove  the  blots  which  have  tarnished 
the  fair  character  bequeathed  us  by  the  fathers  of  our  re- 
revolution  I  The  bosom  of  your  general  is  full  of  hope. 
He  knows  the  ardour  which  animates  you,  and  already 
exults  in  the  triumph  which  your  strict  observance  of 
discipline  and  good  order  will  render  certain." 

For  the  police  of  his  camp,  he  announced  the  following 
order. 

"The  chain  of  sentinels  will  be  marked,  and  the  sen' 
trie?  posted,  precisely  at  10  o'clock  to-day. 

"No  sutler  will  be  suffered  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  to 
any  soldier,  without  permission,  in  writing,  from  a  com- 
missioned officer,  under  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war. 
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"No  citizen  will  be  permitted  to  pass  the  chain  of  sen- 
tinels, after  retreat  beat  in  the  evening,  until  reveille  in 
the  morning.  Drunkenness,  the  bane  of  all  orderly  en- 
campments, is  positively  forbidden,  both  in  officers  and 
privates:  officers,  under  the  penalty  of  immediate  arrest; 
and  privates,  of  being  placed  under  guard,  there  to  re- 
main until  liberated  by  a  court  martial. 

"At  reveille  beat,  all  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  appear 
on  parade,  with  their  arms  and  accoutrements  in  proper 
order. 

"On  parade,  silence,  the  duty  of  a  soldier,  is  positively 
commanded." 

"No  officer  or  soldier  is  to  sleep  out  of  camp,  but  by 
permission  obtained." 

These  rules,  to  those  who  had  scarcely  yet  passed  the 
line  that  separates  the  citizen  from  the  soldier,  and  who 
had  not  yet  laid  aside  the  notions  of  self  sovereignty,  had 
the  appearance  of  too  much  rigour;  but  the  general  well 
knew,  that  the  expedition  in  which  they  were  embarked 
involved  much  hazard;  and  that,  although  such  lively 
feelings  were  manifested  now,  yet  when  hardships  press- 
ed, these  might  cease.  He  considered  it  much  safer, 
therefore,  to  lay  before  them,  at  oiice,  the  rules  of  con- 
duct to  which  they  must  conform;  believing  that  it 
would  be  more  difficult  to  drive  licentiousness  from  his 
camp,  than  to  prevent  its  entrance. 

Impatient  to  join  his  division,  although  his  health  was 
far  from  being  restored,  his  arm  only  beginning  to  heal, 
the  general,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  set  out  for  the  en- 
campment, aid  reached  it  on  the  7th.  Finding,  on  his 
arrival,  that  the  requisition  was  not  complete,  either  in 
the  number  of  men,  or  the  necessary  equipments,  mea- 
sures were  instantly  taken  to  remedy  the  deficiency.  Or- 
ders were  directed  to  the  several  brigadiers  in  his  divi- 
sio  .,  to  hasten  immediately  their  respective  quotas,  fully 
equipped  for  active  operalio^is. 

Circumstances  d.d  not  permit  him  to  remain  at  this 
place  loiig  enough  lo  Jiave  the  delinquencies  complained 
of  remedied,  a.  d  the  ranks  of  his  army  filled.  Colonel 
Ceifee  had  pro(  ceded  wit!)  his  men  ted  volunteers  to 
cover  Huiitsville,  aud  give  security  to  the  frontiers,  where 
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alarm  greatly  prevailed.  On  the  night  of  the  8th,  a  let- 
ter was  received  from  him,  daled  two  days  before,  advi- 
sing, that  two  Indians,  belonging  to  the  peace  party,  had 
just  arrived  at  the  Tennessee  river,  from  Cliinnaby's 
fort,  on  the  Coosa,  with  information  that  the  war  party 
had  despatched  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  of  their 
warriors  to  attack  the  frontiers  of  Georgia ;  and,  with 
the  remainder  of  their  forces,  were  marching  against 
Huntsville,  or  Fort  Hamptoii.  In  consequence  of  this 
intelligence,  exertions  Avere  made  to  hasten  a  movement. 
Late  on  the  following  night,  another  express  arrived, 
confirming  the  former  statement,  and  representing  the 
enemy,  in  great  force,  to  be  rapidly  approaching  the 
Tennessee.  Orders  were  now  given  for  preparing  t]:e 
line  of  march,  and  by  nine  o'clock  the  next  day  the  whole 
division  was  in  motion.  They  had  not  proceeded  manj 
miles,  when  they  were  met  with  intelligence  that  colonel 
Gibson,  who  had  been  sent  out  by  Coffee  to  reconnoitre 
the  movements  of  the  enem}^,  had  been  killed  by  their 
advance.  A  strong  desire  had  been  manifested  to  be 
led  forward;  that  desire  was  now  strengthened  by  the 
information  just  received ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  their 
emotions  could  be  restrained.  They  accelerated  their 
pace,  and  before  eight  o'clock  at  night,  arrived  at  Hunts- 
ville, a  distance  of  thirty-two  miles.  Learning  here, 
that  the  information  was  erroneous  which  had  occasioned 
so  hasty  a  movement,  the  general  encamped  his  troops ; 
having  intended  to  march  them  that  night  to  the  Tennes- 
see river  had  it  been  confirmed.  The  next  day  the  line 
of  march  was  resumed.  The  influence  of  the  late  ex- 
citement was  now  visible  in  the  lassitude  which  followed 
its  removal.  Proceeding  slowly,  they  crossed  the  Ten- 
nessee, at  Ditto's  landing,  and  united  in  the- evening  with 
colonel  Coffee's  regiment,  which  had  previously  occupied 
a  commanding  bluff,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  From 
this  place,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  Jackson  detached 
colonel  Coffee,  with  seven  hundred  men,  to  scour  the 
Black  Warrior,  a  stream  running  from  the  northeast,  and 
emptying  into  the  Tombigbee ;  on  which  were  supposed 
to  be  settled  several  populous  villages  of  the  enemy. — 
H^  himself  remained  at  this  encampment  a  week,  using 
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the  utmost  pains  in  training  his  troops  for  service,  and 
labouring  incessantly  to  procure  the  necessary  supphes 
for  a  campaign,  which  he  had  determined  to  carry  di- 
rectly intotlie  heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  Towards 
the  latter  object,  his  industry  had  been  employed,  and 
his  attention  invariably  directed,  from  the  time  the  ex- 
pedition was  projected. 

With  general  Cocke,  who  commanded  the  division  of 
East  Tennessee  militia, an  arrangementhad  been  made, 
the  preceding  month,  in  which  he  had  engaged  to  furnish 
large  quantities  of  bread  stuff,  at  Ditto's  landing.  The 
facility  of  procuring  it  in  that  quarter,  and  the  conven- 
ient transportation  afforded  by  the  river,  left  no  doubt 
on  the  mind  of  Jackson  but  that  the  engagement  would 
be  punctually  complied  with.  To  provide,  however, 
against  the  bare  possibility  of  a  failure,  and  to  be  guard- 
ed against  all  contingencies  that  might  happen,  he  had 
addressed  his  applications  to  various  other  sources.  He 
had,  on  the  same  subject,  written  in  the  most  pressing 
manner  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  with  whose  forces 
it  was  proposed  to  act  in  concert ;  to  colonel  Meigs,  agent 
to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians ;  and  to  general  W  hite, 
who  commanded  the  advance  of  the  East  Tennessee 
troops.  Previously  to  his  arrival  at  Huntsville,  he  had 
received  assurances  from  the  two  latter,  that  a  consider- 
able supply  of  flour,  for  the  use  of  his  army,  had  been 
procured,  and  was  then  at  Hiwassee,  where  boats  were 
ready  to  transport  it.  From  general  Cocke  himself, 
about  the  same  time,  a  letter  was  received ;  stating  that 
a  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  were  then  on  the  way 
to  his  encampment;  and  expressing  a  belief,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  procure,  and  forward  on  immediately, 
a  thousand  barrels  more.  With  pressing  importunity, 
he  had  addressed  himself  to  the  contractors,  and  they  had 
given  him  assurances,  that  on  his  crossing  the  Tennes- 
see, they  would  be  prepared  with  twenty  days'  rations 
for  his  whole  command;  but  finding,  on  his  arrival  at 
Ditto's,  that  their  preparations  were  not  in  such  forward- 
ness as  he  had  been  led  to  expect,  he  was  compelled,  for 
a  time,  to  suspersd  any  active  and  s^eneral  operaiions. — 
Calculating,  however,  with  great  confidence,  on  exer- 
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tions,  which,  he  had  been  promised,  should  be  unremit- 
ting, and  on  the  speedy  arrival  of  those  supplies,  de- 
scending the  river,  which  had  been  already  unaccounta- 
bly delayed,  lie  hoped,  in  a  few  days,  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  to  act  efficiently.  Whilst  he  was  encouraged 
by  these  expectations,  and  only  waiting  their  fulfilment, 
that  lie  might  advance,  Shelocta,  the  son  of  Chinnaby,  a 
priiicipal  chief  among  the  friendly  Creeks,  arrived  at  his 
camp,  to  solicit  his  speedy  movement  for  the  relief  of  his 
father's  fort,  which  was  then  threatened  by  a  considera- 
ble body  of  the  war  party,  who  had  advanced  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Ten  Islands,  on  the  Coosa.  Influ- 
enced by  his  representations,  and  anxious  to  extend  re- 
lief, Jackson,  on  the  18th,  gave  orders  for  taking  up  the 
line  of  march  on  the  following  day,  and  notified  the  con- 
tractors of  this  arrangement,  that  they  might  be  prepar- 
ed to  issue,  immediately,  such  supplies  as  they  had  on 
hand:  but,  to  his  great  astonishment,  he  then,  for  the  first 
time,  was  apprised  of  their  entire  inability  to  supply  him 
whilst  on  his  march.  Having  drawn  what  they  had  in 
their  power  to  furnish,  amounting  to  only  a  few  days'  ra- 
tions, they  were  deposed  from  office,  and  others  appoint- 
ed, on  whose  industry  and  performance,  he  believed,  he 
miglit  more  safely  rely.  The  scarcity  of  his  provisions, 
however,  at  a  moment  like  the  present,  when  there  was 
every  appearance  that  the  enemy  might  be  met,  and  a 
blow  stricken  to  advantage,  was  not  sufficient  to  wave  his 
determination,  already  taken.  The  route  he  would 
have  to  make,  to  gain  the  fort,  lay,  for  a  considerable 
distance,  up  the  river:  might  not  the  boats,  long  expected 
from  Hiwassee,  and  which  he  felt  strongly  assured  m.ust 
be  near  at  hand,  be  met  witii  on  the  way?  He  deiermin- 
ed  to  proceed;  and  having  passed  his  army  and  baggage 
wagons  over  several  mountains  of  stupendous  size,  and 
such  as  were  thought  almost  impassable  by  foot  passen- 
gers, he  arrived,  on  the  22d  of  October,  at  Thompson's 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  Tennessee,  twenty-four 
miles  above  Ditto's.  At  this  place  he  proposed  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  permanent  depot,  for  the  reception  of 
supplies,  to  be  sent  either  up  or  down  the  river.  Disap- 
pointed in  the  hopes  with  which  he  had  adventured  oh 
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his  march,  he  remained  here  several  days,  in  expectation 
of  the  hoats  that  were  coming  1o  his  rehef.  Tiius  har- 
passed  at  the  first  onset,  by  difficulties  wholly  unexpect- 
ed, aTid  which,  from  the  numerous  and  strong  assurances 
received,  he  could  by  no  means  have  calculated  on;  fear- 
ing, too,  that  the  same  disregardof  duty  might  induce  a  con- 
tinuance, he  lost  no  time  in  opening  every  avenue  to  expe- 
dient, that  the  chances  of  future  failure  might  be  dimin- 
ished. To  general  Flournoy,  who  commanded  at  Mo- 
bile, he  applied,  urging  him  to  procure  bread  stuff,  and 
have  it  forwarded  up  the  Alabama  by  the  time  he  should 
arrive  on  that  rivei'.  The  agent  of  the  Choctaws,  colo- 
nel M'Xee,  who  was  then  on  the  Tombigbee,  was  address- 
ed in  the  same  style  of  entreaty.  Expresses  were  des- 
patched to  general  White,  who,  with  the  advance  of  the 
East  Tennessee  division,  had  arrived  at  the  Look  Out 
mountain,  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  urging  him,  by  all 
means,  to  hasten  on  the  supplies.  The  assistance  of  the 
governor  of  Tennessee,  was  also  earnestly  besought.  To 
facilitate  exertion,  and  to  insure  success,  every  thing 
within  his  reach  was  attempted:  several  persons  of  wealth 
and  patriotism,  in  Madison  county,  were  solicited  to  af- 
ford the  contractors  all  the  aid  in  their  power;  and,  to 
induce  them  more  readily  to  extend  it,  their  deep  inter- 
est, immediately  at  stake,  was  pointed  to,  and  their 
deplorable  and  dangerous  situation,  should  necessity 
compel  him  to  withdraw  his  army,  and  leave  them  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  the  savages. 

Whilst  these  measures  were  taking,  two  runners,  from. 
Turkey  town,  an  Indian  village,  despatched  by  Path-kil- 
ier,  a  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  arrived  at  the  camp. — 
They  brought  information,  that  the  enemy,  from  nine 
of  the  hostile  tov/ns,  were  assembling  in  great  force  near 
the  Ten  Islands;  and  solicited,  that  immediate  assistance 
should  be  afforded  the  friendly  Creeks  and  Cherokees, 
in  their  neighbourhood,  who  were  exposed  to  such  im- 
minent danger.  His  want  of  provisions  was  not  yet  re- 
medied; but,  distributing  the  partial  supply  that  was  on 
hand,  he  resolved  to  proceed,  in  expectation  that  the  re- 
lief he  had  so  earnestly  looked  for,  would,  in  a  little . 
■while,  arrive,  and  be  forwarded  to  him.     To  prepare  his 
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troops  for  an  engagement,  which  he  foresaw  was  soon  to 
take  place,  he  thus  addressed  them : 

"You  have,  fellow  soldiers,  at  length  penetrated  the 
country  of  your  enemies.  It  is  not  to  be  believed,  that 
they  will  abandon  the  soil  that  embosoms  the  bones  of 
their  forefathers,  without  furnishing  you  an  opportuni- 
ty of  signalizing  your  valour.  Wise  men  do  not  expect; 
brave  men  will  not  desire  it.  It  was  not  to  travel  unmo- 
lested, through  a  barren  wilderness,  that  you  quitted 
your  families  and  homes,  and  submitted  to  so  many  pri- 
vations: it  was  to  avenge  the  cruelties  committed  upon 
our  defenceless  frontiers,  by  the  inhuman  Creeks,  instiga- 
ted by  their  no  less  inhuman  allies ;  you  shall  not  be  dis- 
appointed. If  the  enemy  flee  before  us,  we  will  overtake 
and  chastise  him;  we  will  teach  liim  how  dreadful,  when 
once  aroused,  is  the  resentment  of  freemen.  But  it  is 
not  by  boasting  that  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted,  or  victo- 
ry obtained.  The  same  resolution  that  prompted  us  to  take 
up  arms,  must  inspire  us  in  battle.  Men  thus  animated, 
and  thus  resolved,  barbarians  can  never  conquer;  and  it 
is  an  enemy,  barbarous  in  the  extreme,  that  we  have 
now  to  face.  Their  reliance  will  be  on  the  damage  they 
can  do  you  whilst  you  are  asleep  and  unprepared  ibr  ac- 
tion: their  hopes  shall  fail  them  in  the  hour  of  experi- 
ment. Soldiers,  who  know  their  duty,  and  are  ambitious 
to  perform  it,  are  not  to  be  taken  by  surprise.  Our  sen- 
tinels will  never  sleep,  nor  our  soldiers  be  unprepared  for 
action:  yet,  whilst  it  is  enjoined  upon  the  sentinels 
vigilantly  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  foe,  they  are,  at 
the  same  time,  commanded  not  to  tire  at  shadows.  Ima- 
ginary danger  must  not  deprive  them  of  entire  self-pos- 
session. Our  soldiers  will  lie  with  their  arms  in  their 
hands:  and  the  moment  an  alarm  is  given,  they  will  move 
to  their  respective  positions,  without  noise,  and  without 
confusion;  they  will  be  thus  enabled  to  hear  the  orders 
of  their  officers,  and  to  obey  them  with  promptitude. 

"Great  reliance  will  be  placed,  by  the  enemy,  on  the 
consternation,  they  may  be  able  to  spread  through  our 
ranks  by  tiie  hideous  yells  with  which  they  commenced 
their  battles;  but  brave  men  -will  laugh  at  such  efforts  to 
alarm  them.  It  is  not  by  bellowings  and  screams  that  tlie 
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wounds  of  death  are  inflicted.  You  will  teach  the^e 
noisy  assailants,  how  weak  are  their  weapons  of  warfaie, 
by  opposing  them  with  the  bayonet;  what  Indian  ever 
withstood  its  charge?  what  army,  of  any  nation,  ever 
withstood  it  long? 

"Yes,  soldiers,  the  order  for  a  charge  will  be  the  signal 
for  victory.  In  that  moment,  your  enemy  will  be  seen 
fleeing  in  every  direction  before  you.  But  in  the  mo- 
ment of  action,  coolness  and  deliberation  must  be  regard- 
ed ;  your  fires  made  with  precision  and  aim;  and  when  or- 
dered to  charge  with  the  bayonet,  you  must  proceed  to 
the  assault  with  a  quick  and  firm  step ;  without  trepida- 
tion or  alarm.  Then  shall  you  behold  the  completion  of 
your  hopes  in  the  discomfiture  of  your  enemy.  Your 
general,  whose  duty,  as  Avell  as  inclination,  is  to  watch 
over  your  safety,  will  not,  to  gratify  any  wishes  of  his 
own,  rush  you  unnecessarily  into  danger.  He  knows, 
however,  that  it  is  not  in  assailing  an  enemy  that  men  are 
destroyed;  it  is  when  retreating,  and  in  confusion.  A- 
ware  of  this,  he  will  be  prompted  as  much  by  a  regard 
for  your  lives  as  your  honour.  He  laments  that  he  has 
been  compelled,  even  incidentally,  to  hint  at  a  retreat 
when  speaking  to  freemen,  and  to  soldiers.  Never,  un- 
til you  forget  all  that  is  due  to  yourselves  and  your  coun- 
try, will  you  have  any  practical  understanding  of  that 
word.  Shall  an  enemy,  wliolly  unacquainted  with  mili- 
tary evolution,  and  who  rely  more  for  victoiy  on  their 
grim  visages  and  hideous  yells,  than  upon  their  bravery 
or  their  weapons — shall  such  an  enemy  ever  drive  before 
them  the  well-trained  youths  of  our  country,  whose  bo- 
soms pant  for  glory,  and  a  desire  to  avenge  the  wrongs 
they  have  received?  Your  general  will  not  live  to  be- 
hold such  a  spectacle ;  rather  would  he  rush  into  the  thick- 
est of  the  enemy,  and  submit  himself  to  their  scalping 
knives:  but  he  has  no  fears  of  such  a  result.  He  knows 
the  valour  of  the  men  he  commands,  and  how  certainly 
that  valour,  regulated  as  it  will  be,  will  lead  to  victory. — 
With  his  soldiers  he  will  face  all  dangers,  and  with  them 
participate  in  the  glory  of  conquest." 

Having  thus  prepared  the  minds  of  his  men,  and 
brought  lo  their  view  the  kind  of  foe  with  whom  they 
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were  shortly  to  contend ;  and  having  also,  by  his  express^ 
es,  instructed  general  White  to  form  a  junction  with  him, 
and  to  hasten  on  all  the  supplies  in  his  power  to  com- 
mand, with  about  six  days'  rations  of  meat,  and  less  than 
two  of  meal,  he  again  put  his  army  in  motion  to  meet  the 
enemy.  Although  there  was  some  hazard  in  advancing 
into  a  country  where  relief  was  not  to  be  expected,  with 
such  limited,  preparation,  yet,  believing  that  his  contrac- 
tors, lately  installed,  would  exert  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most to  forward  supplies,  and  that  amidst  the  variety  of 
arrangements  made,  all  could  not  fail,  and  well  aware 
that  his  delaying  longer  might  be  productive  of  many- 
disadvantages,  his  determination  was  taken  to  set  out 
immediately  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  He  replied  to  the 
Path-killer,  by  his  runners,  that  he  should  proceed  direct- 
ly for  the  Coosa,  and  solicited  him  to  be  dihgent  in  mak- 
ing discoveries  of  the  situation  and  collected  forces  of  the 
savages,  and  to  give  him,  as  early  as  possible,  the  result  of 
his  inquiries. 

"The  hostile  Creeks,"  he  remarked  to  him,  "will  not 
attack  you  until  they  have  had  a  brush  with  me ;  and 
that,  I  think,  will  put  them  out  of  the  notion  of  fighting 
for  some  time." 

He  requested,  if  he  had,  oT  could  any  how  procure, 
provisions  for  his  army,  that  he  would  send  them,  or  ad- 
vise where  they  might  be  had :  "You  shall  be  well  paid, 
and  have  my  thanks  into  the  bargain.  I  shall  stand 
most  in  need  of  corn  meal,  but  shall  be  thankful  for  any 
kind  of  provisions ;  and  indeed  for  whatever  will  support 
life." 

The  army  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  when  un- 
expected embarrassments  were  again  presented.  Infor- 
mation was  received,  by  which  it  was  clearly  ascertained, 
that  the  present  contractors,  who  had  been  so  much  and 
so  certainly  relied  on,  could  not,  with  all  their  exertions, 
procure  the  necessary  supplies.  Major  Rose,  in  the  quar- 
ter-master's department,  who  had  been  sent  into  Madison 
county,  to  aid  them  in  their  endeavours,  having  satisfied 
himself,  as  well  from  their  own  admissions,  as  from  evi- 
dence derived  from  other  sources,  that  their  want  of 
funds,  and  consequent  want  of  credit,  rendered  them  a 
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very  unsafe  dependence,  had  returned,  and  disclosed  the- 
facts  to  the  general.  He  stated,  that  there  were  there 
persons  of  fortune  and  industry,  who  might  be  confided  in, 
and  who  would  be  willing  to"^contract  for  the  army  if  it 
were  necessary.  Jackson  lost  no  time  in  embracing  this 
plan,  and  ^ve  the  contract  to  Mr.  Pope,  upon  whose 
means  and  exertions,  he  hoped,  every  rehance  might  be 
safely  reposed.  To  the  other  contractors  he  wrote,  in- 
forming them  of  the  change  that  had  been  made,  and  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  it. 

"I  am  advised,"  said  he,  "tiiat  you  have  candidly  ac- 
knowledged you  have  it  not  in  your  power  to  execute  the 
contract  in  which  you  have  engaged.  Do  not  think  I 
mean  to  cast  any  reflection — very  far  from  it.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly pleased  with  the  exertions  you  have  made,  and 
feel  myself  under  many  obligations  of  gratitude  for  them. 
The  critical  situation  of  affairs,  when  you  entered  into 
the  contract,  being  considered,  you  have  done  all  that  in- 
dividuals, in  your  circumstances,  could  have  performed. 
But  you  must  be  well  convinced,  that  any  approbation 
v/hich  may  be  felt  by  the  commander  of  an  army,  for  past 
services,  ought  not  to  become,  through  kindness  to  you, 
ihe  occasion  of  that  army's  destruction.  From  the  ad- 
missions you  have  been  candid  enough  to  make,  the  scar- 
city which  already  begins  to  appear  in  camp,  and  the 
difficulties  you  are  likely  to  encounter,  in  effecting  your 
engagements,  lam  apprehensive  I  should  be  doing  injus- 
tice to  the  army  I  command  were  I  to  rely  for  support  on 
your  exertions — great  as  I  know  them  to  be.  Whatever 
concerns  myself,  I  may  manage  with  any  generosity  or 
indulgence  I  please;  but  in  acting  for  my  country,  I  have 
no  such  discretion.  I  have,  therefore,  felt  myself  com- 
pelled to  give  the  contract  in  which  you  are  concerned, 
to  another,  who  is  abundantly  able  to  execute  it;  on  con- 
dition he  indemnifies  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  been 
at." 

This  arrangement  being  made,  the  army  continued  its 
march,  and  having  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Ten 
Islands,  was  met  by  old  Chinnaby,  a  leading  chief  of  the 
Creek  nation,  and  sternly  opposed  to  the  war  party. — • 
He  brought  with  him,  and  surrendered  up,  two  of  the 
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hostile  Creeks,  who  had  been  lately  made  prisoners,  by 
his  party.  At  this  place,  it  was  represented,  that  they 
were  within  sixteen  miles  of  the  enemy,  who  were  col- 
lected, to  the  number  of  a  thousand,  to  oppose  their  pas- 
sage. This  information  was  little  rehed  on,  and  after- 
wards proved  untrue.  Jackson  continued  his  route,  and 
in  a  few  days  reached  the  islands  of  the  Coosa;  having 
been  detained  a  day  on  the  way,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining small  supplies  of  corn  from  the  neighboring  Indi- 
ans. This  acquisition  to  the  scanty  stock  on  hand,  whilst 
it  afforded  subsistence  for  the  present,  encouraged  his 
hopes,  for  the  futui'e,  as  a  mean  of  temporary  resort,  should 
his  other  resources  fail. 

In  a  letter  to  governor  Blount,  from  this  place,  speak- 
ing of  the  difficulties  with  which  he  was  assailed,  he  ob- 
serves:— "Indeed,  sir,  we  have  been  very  wretchedly 
supplied — scarcely  two  rations  in  succession  have  been 
regularly  drawn;  yet  we  are  not  despondent.  Whilst 
we  can  procure  an  ear  of  corn  a-piece,  or  any  thing  that 
will  answer  as  a  substitute  for  it,  vve  shall  continue  our 
exertions  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  we  were 
sent.  The  cheerfulness  with  which  my  men  submit  to 
privations,  and  are  ready  to  encounter  danger,  does  hon- 
our to  them,  and  to  the  government  whose  rights  they 
are  defending. 

"  Every  mean  within  my  power,  for  procuring  the  re- 
quisite supplies  for  my  army,  I  have  taken,  and  am  con- 
tinuing to  take.  East,  west,  north  and  south,  have  been 
applied  to  with  the  most  pressing  solicitation.  The  gov- 
ernor of  Georgia,  in  a  letter  received  from  him  this  eve- 
ning, informs  me  that  a. sufficiency  can  be  had  in  his 
state ;  but  does  not  signify  that  he  is  about  to  take  any 
measures  to  procure  it.  My  former  contractor  has  been 
superseded:  no  exej-tions  were  spared  by  him  to  fulfil 
his  engagements;  yet  the  inconveniences  under  which 
he  laboured  were  such  as  to  render  his  best  exertions 
unavaihng.  The  contract  has  been  offered  to  one  who 
will  be  able  to  execute  it :  if  he  accepts  it,  my  apprehen- 
sions will  be  greatly  diminished." 

On  the  28th  of  October,  colonel  Pyer,  who,  on  the 
4* 
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march  to  the  Ten  Islands,  had  been  detached  from  the 
main  body,  with  two  hundred  cavahy,  to  attack  Littafu- 
chee  town,  on  the  head  of  Canoe  creek,  which  empties 
into  the  Coosa  from  the  west,  returned,  bringing  with, 
him  twenty-nine  prisoners,  men,  women,  and  children, 
having  destroyed  the  village. 

The  sanguine  expectations  indulged,  on  leaving 
Thympson's  creek,  that  the  advance  of  the  East  Tennes- 
see militia  would  hasten  to  unite  with  him,  was  not  yet 
realized.  The  express  heretofore  directed  to  general 
White,  had  not  returned.  Jackson,  on  the  31st,  despatch- 
ed another,  again  urging  him  to  effect  a  speedy  junction, 
and  to  bring  with  him  all  the  bread  stuff  it  should  be  in 
his  power  to  procure;  feelingly  suggesting  to  him,  at 
the  same  time,  the  great  inconvenience  and  hazard  to 
which  he  had  ])cen  already  exposed,  for  the  want  of 
punctuality^  in  himself  and  his  commanding  general. — 
Owing  to  that  cause,  and  the  late  failures  of  his  contrac- 
tors, he  represented  his  army  as  placed,  at  present,  in  a 
very  precarious  situation,  and  dependent,  in  a  great 
measure,  for  support,  on  the  exertions  which  they  might 
be  pleased  to  make;  but  assured  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that,  let  circumstances  transpire  as  they  might,  he  would 
still,  at  every  risk,  endeavour  to  effect  his  purpose;  and, 
at  all  events,  was  resolved  to  hasten,  with  every  practi- 
cable despatch,  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  for 
which  he  had  set  out.  Believing  the  co-operation  of  the 
East  Tennessee  troops  essential  to  this  end,  they  were 
again  instructed  to  join  him  without  delay;  for  he  could 
not  conceive  it  to  be  correct  policy,  that  troops  from  the 
same  state,  pursuisig  the  same  object,  should  constitute 
separate  and  distinct  armies,  and  act  v/ithout  concert, 
and  independently  of  each  other.  He  entertained  no 
doubt  but  that  his  order  would  be  promptly  obeyed. 

The  next  evening,  a  detachment,  which  had  been  sent 
out  the  day  before,  returned  to  camp,  bringing  with  them, 
besides  some  corn  and  beeves,  several  negroes  and  pris- 
oners of  the  war  party. 

Learning  now  that  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy 
had  posted  themselves  at  Tallushatchee,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Coosa,  about  thirteen  miles  distant,  general 
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Coffee  was  detached  with  nine  hundred  men,  (the  mount- 
ed troops  having  been  previously  organized  into  a  brig- 
ade, and  placed  under  his  command)  to  attack  and  dis- 
perse them.  With  this  force  he  was  enabled,  through 
the  direction  of  an  Indian  pilot,  to  ford  the  Coosa,  at  the 
Fish-dams,  about  four  miles  above  the  Islands;  and  hav- 
ing encamped  beyond  it,  very  early  the  next  morning  pro- 
ceeded to  the  execution  of  his  order.  Having  arrived 
within  a  mile  and  a  half,  he  formed  his  detachment  into 
two  divisions,  and"  directed  them  to  march  so  as  to  en- 
circle the  town,  by  uniting  their  fronts  beyond  it.  The 
enemy,  hearing  of  his  approach,  began  to  prepare  for  ac- 
tion, which  was  announced  by  the  beating  of  drums,  min- 
gled with  their  savage  yells  and  war  whoops.  An  hour 
after  sun-rise,  the  action  was  commenced  by  captain 
Hammon's  and  lieutenant  Patterson's  companies  of  spies, 
who  had  gone  within  the  circle  of  alignement,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  Indians  from  their  buildings. — 
No  sooner  had  these"  companies  exhibited  their  front  in 
view  of  the  town,  and  given  a  few  scattering  shot,  than 
the  enemy  formed,  and  made  a  violent  charge.  Being 
compelled  to  give  way,  the  advance  guards  were  pursued 
until  they  reached  the  main  body  of  the  army,  which 
immediately  opened  a  general  tire,  and  charged  in  their 
turn.  The  Indians  retreated,  firing,  until  they  got  around 
and  in  their  buildings,  where  an  obstinate  conflict  ensued, 
and  where  those  who  maintained  their  ground  persisted 
in  fighting,  as  long  as  they  could  stand  or  sit,  without 
manifesting  fear,  or  sohciting  quarter.  Their  loss  was 
an  hundred  and  eighty-six  killed ;  among  whom  were, 
unfortunately,  and  through  accident,  a  few  women  and 
children.  Eighty-four  women  and  children  were  taken 
prisoners,  towards  whom  the  utmost  humanity  was  shown. 
Of  the  Americans,  five  were  killed,  and  forty-one  wound- 
ed. Two  were  killed  with  arrows,  which,  on  this  occa- 
sion, formed  a  principal  part  of  the  arms  of  the  Indians; 
each  one  having  a  bow  and  quiver,  which  he  used  after 
the  first  fire  of  his  gun,  until  an  opportunity  occurred  for 
re-loading. 

Having  buried  his  dead,  and  provided  for  his  wounded, 
general  Coffee,  late  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  uni- 
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ted  with  the  main  army,  bringing  with  him  about  forty 
prisoners.  Of  the  residue,  a  part  were  too  badly  wound- 
ed to  be  removed,  and  were  therefore  left,  with  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  take  care  of  them.  Those  which  he 
brought  in,  received  every  comfort  and  assistance  their 
situation  demanded,  and,  for  safety,  were  immediately 
^ent  into  the  settlements. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  enemy  fought,  the  kil- 
ling and  wounding  others  than  their  warriors  was  not  to 
be  avoided.  On  their  retreat  to  their  village,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  battle,  they  resorted  to  their  block 
houses,  and  strong  log  dwellings,  whence  they  kept  up 
resistance,  and  resolutely  maintained  the  fight.  Thus  min- 
gled with  their  women  and  children,  it  was  impossible 
they  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  general  danger;  and 
thus  many  were  injured,  notwithstanding  every  possible 
precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  it.  In  iact  many  of  the 
women  united  with  their  warriors,  and  contended  in 
the  battle,  with  fearless  bravery. 


CHAPTER  m. 

General  Jackson  endeavours  to  unite  with  the  East  Tennessee 
troops  — Establishment  of  Fort  Strother. — Learns  the  enemyf 
are  embodied. — Marches  to  meet  them  — Battle  of  Tallade- 
ga.— Is  compelled  to  return  to  his  encampment  for  want  of 
supplies. — Anecdote. — Discontents  of  his  army. — Militia 
and  volanteers  mutiny. — Address  to  the  officers. — Is  compell- 
ed to  abandon  Fort  Strother. — Hillabee  clans  sue  for  peace. 
Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blackburn. — Answer. — The  volun- 
teers claim,  to  be  discharged. — Mutiny. — Address  to  them.-^' 
General  Cocke  arrives  with  part  of  his  division. — General 
Coffee'' s  brigade  petitions  for  a  discharge. — General  Jack- 
son's answer. —  They  abandon  the  service  and  go  home. 

Measures  were  noA^  taken  to  establish  a  permanent  de- 
pot on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  Ten  Islands,  to 
be  protected  b j  strong  picketting  and  block  houses ;  af- 
ter which,  it  was  the  intention  of  Jackson  to  proceed 
along  the  Coosa  to  its  junction  with  the  Tallapoosa,  near 
which  it  was  expected  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  was 
collected.  Well  knowing  that  it  would  detach  much  of 
the  strength  of  his  army,  to  occupy,  in  his  advance,  the 
different  points  necessary  to  the  safety  of  his  rear,  it  was 
desirable  to  unite,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the  troops 
from  the  east  of  Tennessee:  to  effect  this,  he  again,  on 
the  4th,  despatched  an  express  to  general  White,  who| 
had  previously,  with  his  command,  arrived  at  Turkey 
-town,  a  Cherokee  village,  about  twenty-five  miles  above, 
on  the  same  river,  urging  him  to  unite  with  him  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  again  entreating  him  on  the  subject  of 
provisions ; — to  bring  with  him  such  as  he  had  on  hand, 
or  could  procure;  and  if  possible,  to  form  some  certain 
arrangement  that  might  insure  a  supply  in  future. 

Anxious  to  proceed,  and  to  have  his  army  actively  and 
serviceably  employed,  which  he  believed  would  be  prac- 
ticable, as  soon  as  a  junction  could  be  effected,  he  again, 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  renewed  his  application  to 
general  White,  who  still  remained  at  Turkey  town. 
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As  yet  no  certain  intelligence  was  received  of  any  col- 
lection of  the  enemy.  The  array  was  busily  engaged  in 
fortifying  and  strengthening  the  site  fixed  on  for  a  depot, 
to  which  the  name  of  Fort  Strother  had  been  given. — 
Late,  however,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  a  runner  arri- 
ved from  Talladega,  a  fort  of  the  friendly  Indians,  distant 
about  thirty  miles  below,  with  information,  that  the  ene- 
my had  that  morning  encamped  before  it  in  great  num- 
bers, aad  would  certainly  destroy  it,  unless  immediate 
assitance  could  be  afforded.  Jackson,  confiding  in  the 
statement,  determined  to  lose  no  time  in  extending  the 
relief  which  was  solicited.  Understanding  that  general 
White  agreeably  to  his  order,  was  on  his  way  to  join  him, 
he  despatched  a  messenger  to  meet  him,  directing  him  to 
reach  his  encampment  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  night, 
and  to  protect  it  in  his  absence.  He  now  gave  orders 
for  taking  up  the  line  of  march,  with  twelve  hundred 
infantry  and  eight  hundred  cavalry  and  mounted  gun  men ; 
leaving  behind,  the  sick,  the  wounded,  and  all  his  bag- 
gage, with  a  force  which  was  deemed  sufficient  for  their 
protection,  until  the  reinforcement  from  Turkey  town 
should  arrive. 

The  friendly  Indians,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  this 
l>esieged  fort,  had  involved  themselves  in  their  present 
perilous  situation,  from  a  disposition  to  preserve  their 
amicable  relations  with  the  United  States.  To  suffer 
them  to  fall  a  sacrifice,  from  any  tardiness  of  movement, 
"would  have  been  unpardonable;  and  unless  relief  were 
immediately  extended,  it  might  arrive  too  late.  Acting 
under  these  impressions,  the  general  concluded  to  move 
instantly  forward  to  their  assistance.  By  twelve  o'clock 
at  niglit,  every  thing  was  in  readiness;  and,  in  an  hour 
afterwards,  the  army  commenced  crossing  the  river, 
about  a  mile  above  the  camp — each  of  the  mounted  men 
carrying  one  of  the  infantry  behind  him.  The  river,  at 
this  place,  was  six  hundred  yards  wide,  and  it  being  ne- 
cessary to  send  back  the  horses  for  the  remainder  of  the 
infantry,  several  hours  were  consumed  before  a  passage 
of  all  the  troops  could  be  affected.  Nevertheless,  though 
greatly  fatigued  and  deprived  of  sleep,  they  continued 
the  march  with  animation,  and  by  evening  had  arrived 
within  six  miles  of  the  enemy.     In  this  march,  Jacl^on 
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Used  the  utmost  precaution  to  prevent  surprise ;  marching 
ht->  urmy,  as  was  his  constant  custom,  in  three  columrs, 
so  Uiat,  by  a  speedy  manoeuvre,  they  might  be  thrown  in- 
to such  a  situation  as  to  be  capable  of  resisting  an  attack 
from  any  quarter.  Having  judiciously  encamped  his 
men  on  an  eligible  piece  of  ground,  he  sent  forward  two 
of  the  friendl)'  Indians,  and  a  white  man,  who  had,  for 
many  years,  been  detained  a  captive  in  the  nation,  and 
was  now  acting  as  interpreter,  to  reconnoitre  the  position 
of  the  enemy.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  they  re- 
turned with  information  that  the  savages  were  posted 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fort,  and  appeared  to  be 
in  great  force ;  but  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  ap- 
proach near  enough  to  ascertain  either  their  numbers  or 
precise  situation.  Within  an  hour  after  this,  a  runner  ar- 
rived from  Turkey  town,  with  a  letter  from  general  White, 
stating,  that  after  having  taken  up  the  line  of  march,  to 
unite  at  Fort  Strother,  he  had  received  orders  from  gen- 
eral Cocke  to  change  his  course  and  proceed  to  the  mouth 
of  Chatauga  creek.  It  was  most  distressing  intelligence : 
the  sick  and  wou  ded  had  been  left  with  no  other  calcu- 
lation for  their  salety  and  defence  than  that  this  detach- 
ment of  the  army,  agreeably  to  his  request,  would  by  ad- 
vancing upon  Fort  Strother,  serve  the  double  purpose  of 
protecting  his  rear  and  enable  him  to  advance  still  fur- 
ther into  the  enemies  country. 

The  information  which  was  now  received,  proved  that 
all  those  salutary  anticipations  Avere  at  an  end,  and  that 
evils  of  the  worst  kind  might  be  the  consequence.  In- 
telligence so  disagreeable,  and  withal  so  unexpected,  fill- 
ed the  mind  of  Jackson  with  apprehension  of  a  serious 
and  alarming  character;  and  dreading  lest  the  enemy, 
by  taking  a  different  route,  should  attack  his  encamp- 
ment in  his  absence,  he  determined  to  lose  no  time  in 
bringing  him  to  battle.  Orders  were  accordingly  given 
to  the  adjutant-general  to  prepare  the  line,  and  by  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  army  was  again  in  motion. — 
The  infantry  proceeded  in  three  columns;  the  cavalry  in 
the  same  order,  in  the  rear,  with  f!ai:kers  on  each  wing. 
The  advance,  consisting  of  a  company  of  artillerists,  with 
muskets,  two  companies  of  riflemen,  and  or^e  of  spies, 
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marched  a^out  four  hundred  yards  in  front,  under  the 
comnna':id  of  colonel  Carroll,  inspector-general,  with  or- 
ders, after  commencing  the  action,  to  fall  back  on  the 
centre,  so  as  to  draw  the  enemy  after  them.  At  seven 
o'clock,  havisig  arrived  within  a  mile  of  the  position  they 
occupied,  the  colum-is  were  displayed  in  order  of  battle. 
Two  hu>>dred  and  iifty  of  the  cavalry,  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dyer,  were  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  centre,  as 
a  corps  de  reserve.  The  remainder  of  the  mounted 
troops  were  directed  to  advance  on  the  right  and  left, 
and,  after  encircling  the  enemy,  by  uniting  the  fronts  of 
their  columns,  and  keeping  their  rear  rested  on  the  in- 
fantry, to  face  and  press  towards  the  centre,  so  as  to  leave 
them  no  possibility  of  escape.  The  remaining  part  of 
the  army  was  ordered  to  move  up  by  heads  of  companies ; 
general  Hall's  brigade  occupying  the  right,  and  general 
Roberts'  the  left. 

About  eight  o'clock,  the  advance  having  arrived  with- 
in eighty  yards  of  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in  a 
thick  shrubbery,  that  covered  the  margin  of  a  small  rivu- 
let, received  a  heavy  fire,  which  they  instantly  returned 
with  much  spirit.  FalHng  in  with  the  enemy,  agreeably 
to  their  instructions,  they  retired  towards  the  centre,  but 
not  before  they  had  dislodged  them  from  their  position. 
The  Indians,  novv  screaming  and  yelling  hideously,  rush- 
ed forward  in  the  direction  of  general  Roberts'  brigade, 
a  few  companies  of  which,  alarmed  by  their  numbers  and 
yells,  gave  way  at  the  first  fire.  Jackson,  to  fill  the  chasm 
which  was  thus  created,  directed  the  regiment,  command- 
ed by  colonel  Bradley,  to  be  moved  up,  which,  from 
some  unaccountable  cause,  had  failed  to  advance  in  a 
line  with  the  others,  and  now  occupied  a  position  in  rear 
of  the  centre:  Bradley,  however,  to  whom  this  order 
was  given  by  one  of  the  staff,  omitted  to  execute  it  in 
time,  alleging,  he  was  determined  to  remain  on  the  emi- 
nence whicli  he  then  possessed,  until  he  should  be  ap- 
proached and  attacked  by  the  enemy.  Ov,'i':g  to  ting 
failure  in  the  volunteer  regiment,  it  became  necessriry  to 
dismount  the  reserve,  which,  witli  great  firmness,  met  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  who  were  rapidly  incvi  ir  in  this 
directioii.     The  retreating  militia,  soniewUai  mortified 
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at  seeing  their  places  so  promptly  supplied,  rallied,  and, 
recovering  their  former  position  in  the  line,  aided  in 
checking  the  advance  of  the  savages.  The  action  now 
became  general  along  the  line,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  the 
Indians  were  seen  fleeing  in  every  direction.  On  the  left, 
they  were  met  and  repulsed  by  the  mounted  riflemen; 
but  on  the  right,  owing  to  the  halt  of  Bradley's  regiment, 
which  was  intended  to  occupy  the  extreme  right — and  to 
the  circumstance  of  colonel  AUcorn,  who  commanded 
one  of  the  wings  of  the  cavalry,  having  taken  too  large  a 
circuit,  a  considerable  space  was  left  between  the  infan- 
try and  the  cavalry,  through  which  numbers  escaped. — 
The  fight  was  maintained  with  great  spirit  and  effect  on 
both  sides,  as  well  before  as  after  the  retreat  commenced; 
nor  did  the  pursuit  and  slaughter  terminate  until  the 
mountains  were  reached,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles. 

Jackson,  in  his  report  of  this  action,  bestows  high  com- 
mendation on  the  oflicers  and  soldiers.  "Too  much 
praise,"  he  observes,  in  the  close  of  it,  "cannot  be  bestow- 
ed on  the  advance,  led  by  colonel  Carroll,  for  the  spirited 
manner  in  which  they  commenced  and  sustained  the  at- 
tack; nor  upon  the  reserve,  commanded  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dyer,  for  the  gallantry  with  Avhich  they  met  and 
repulsed  the  enemy.  In  a  word,  officers  of  every  grade, 
as  well  as  privates,  realized  the  high  expectations  I  had 
formed  of  them,  and  merit  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try." 

In  this  battle,  the. force  of  the  enemy  was  one  thou- 
sand and  eighty,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
were  left  dead  on  the  ground ;  and  it  is  believed  that 
many  were  killed  in  the  flight,  who  were  not  found  when, 
the  estimate  was  made.  Probably  few  escaped  unhurt. 
Tlieir  loss  on  this  occasion,  as  stated  since  by  themselves, 
was  not  less  than  six  hundred:  that  of  the  Americans  was 
fifteen  killed,  and  eighty  wounded,  several  of  whom  af- 
terwards died.  Jackson,  after  collecting  his  dead  and 
wounded,  advanced  his  army  beyond  the  fort  and  encamp- 
ed for  the  night.  The  Indians,  whp  had  been  for  sever- 
al days  shut  up  by  the  besiegers,  thus  fortunately  liber- 
ated from  the  most  dreadful  apprehensions,  and  severest 
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privations,  having  for  some  time  been  entirely  without 
water,  received  tiie  army  with  all  the  demonstrations  of 
gratitude  that  savages  could  give.  Their  manifestations 
of  joy  for  their  deliverance,  presented  an  interesting  and 
affecting  spectacle.  Their  fears  had  been  already  great- 
ly excited,  for  it  was  the  very  day  when  they  were  to 
have  been  assaulted,  and  when  every  soul  within  the  fort 
must  have  perished.  All  the  provisions  they  could  spare, 
from  their  scanty  stock,  they  sold  to  the  general,,  who, 
purchasing  with  his  own  money,  distributed  them 
amongst  the  soldiers,  who  were  almost  destitute. 

It  was  with  great  regret,  that  Jackson  now  found  he 
was  without  the  means  of  availing  himself  fully  of  the 
advantages  of  his  victory,  but  the  condition  of  his  posts 
in  the  rear,  and  the  want  of  provigiors,  (having  lelt  his 
encampment  at  Fort  Strother  with  little  more  than  one 
day's  rations,)  compelled  him  to  return ;  thus  giving  the 
enemy  time  to  recover  from  the  coisternation  of  their 
first  defeat,  and  to  reassemble  their  forces. 

Tlie  cause  which  prevented  general  White  from  act- 
ing in  obedience  to  his  order,  and  arriving  at  the  Ten 
Islands  at  a  moment  when  it  was  so  important,  and  when 
it  Vv^as  so  confidently  expected,  was  as  yet  unknown;  the 
only  certainty  upon  the  subject  v.as,  that  for  the  present 
it  wholly  thwarted  his  views,  aisd  laid  him  under  the 
necessity  of  returning.  This  mysterj,  hitherto  inexpli- 
cable, was  sometime  after  explained,  by  a  view  of  the 
order  of  general  Cocke,  under  which  White,  being  a 
brigadier  in  his  division,  chose  to  act,  rather  than  ur^der 
Jackson's.  General  Cocke  stated  to  him,  he  had  under- 
stood Jackson  had  crossed  the  Coosa,  and  had  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Indians.  "I  have  formed  a  council 
of  oiiicers  here,  and  proposed  these  questions: — shall 
we  follow  him,  or  cross  the  river,  and  proceed  to  the 
Creek  settlements  on  the  Talapoosa? — Both  were  deci- 
ded unanimously,  that  he  should  not  be  followed,  but 
that  we  should  proceed  in  the  v/ay  proposed."  He  re- 
marked, that  the  decision  had  met  his  entire  approba- 
tion ;  and  directed  White  forthwith  to  unite  with  him  at 
his  encampment,  where  he   should  wait,  fortif^-ing  it 
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strongly  for  a  depot,  until  he  should  arrive.  "If,"  said 
he,  "we  follow  general  Jackson  aud  his  army,  we  must 
suffer  for  supplies ;  nor  can  we  expect  to  gain  a  victory. 
Let  us  then  take  a  direction  in  which  we  can  share  some 
of  the  dangers  and  glories  of  the  field.  You  will  employ 
pilots,  and  advise  me  vrhich  side  of  the  river  you  will 
move  up."  In  this,  as  in  every  other  measure,  it  seemed 
to  be  the  studied  aim  of  Cocke,  to  thwart  the  views  and 
arrest  the  successes  of  Jackson ;  and  perhaps  jealousy, 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  was  the  moving  spring  to 
his  conduct.  Both  were  iliajor-generals,  from  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  sent  on  the  same  important  errand  to 
check  an  insolent  foe,  who  had  practised  the  most  cruel 
and  unprovoked  outrages.  Which  of  them  should  share 
the  "dangers  and  glories  of  the  field,"  or  obtain  its  lau- 
rels, was  not  so  important  to  the  country  as  by  acting  in 
concert  and  harmony,  endeavour  to  accomplish  the  grand 
object  of  terminating  the  war,  and  restoring  tranquillity 
to  the  frontiers.  National,  and  not  individual  advance- 
ment, was  the  object  in  carrying  an  army  into  the  field: 
and  the  best  and  most  effectual  mean  of  securing  this, 
every  officer,  acting  on  liberal  principles,  should  have 
constantly  held  in  view:  the  interest  and  repose  of  the 
country,  not  their  individual  advancement,  was  the  end 
to  be  attained. 

Having  buried  his  dead  with  all  due  honour,  and  pro- 
vided litters  for  the  wounded,  he  retuctantly  commenced 
his  return  march  on  the  morning  succeeding  the  hattle. 
He  confidently  hoped,  from  the  previous  assurances  of 
the  contractors,  that  by  the  time  of  his  return  to  Fort 
Strother,  sufficient  supplies  would  have  arrived  there; 
but,  to  his  inexpressi'le  uneasiness,  he  found  thiat  not  a 
particle  had  been  forwarded  since  his  departure,  and 
that  what  had  been  leit  was  already  consumed.  Even 
his  private  stores,  brought  on  at  his  own  expense,  and 
upon  which  he  and  his  staff  had  hitherto  wholly  subsist- 
ed, had  been,  in  his  absence,  distributed  amongst  the 
sick  by  the  hospital  surgeon,  who  had  been  previously 
instructed  to  do  so,  i;i  the  event  their  wants  should  re- 
quire it.     A  few  dozen  biscuit  which  remained  on  hig 
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return,  were  given  to  hungry  applicants,  without  being 
tasted  by  himself  or  family,  who  were  probably  not  less 
hungry  than  those  who  were  thus  relieved.  A  scanty 
supply  of  indifferent  beef  taken  from  the  enemy,  or  pur- 
chased of  the  Cherokees,  was  now  the  only  support  af- 
forded. Thus  left  destitute,  Jackson,  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulness  of  temper,  repaired  to  the  bullock  pen,  and 
of  the  offal  there  thrown  away,  provided  for  himself  and 
staff,  what  he  was  pleased  to  call,  and  seemed  really  to 
think,  a  very  comfortable  repast.  Tripes,  however, 
hastily  provided  in  a  camp,  without  bread  or  seasoning, 
can  only  be  palatable  to  an  appetite  very  high  whetted ; 
yet  this  constituted  for  several  days,  the  only  diet  at  head- 
quarters, during  which  time  the  general  seemed  entire- 
ly satisfied  with  bis  fare.  Neither  this,  nor  the  liberal 
donations  by  which  be  disfurnished  himself  to  relieve 
the  suffering  soldier,  deserves  to  be  ascribed  to  ostenta- 
tion or  design:  the  one  flowed  from  benevolence,  the 
other  from  necessity,  and  a  desire  to  place  before  his 
men  an  example  of  patience  and  suffering,  which  he  felt 
might  be  necessary,  and  hoped  might  be  serviceable. — 
Of  these  two  imputations,  no  human  being  invested  with 
rank  and  power,  was  ever  nfiore  deservedly  free.  Char- 
ity in  him  is  a  warm  and  active  propensity  of  the  heart, 
urging  him  by  an  instantaneous  impulse,  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  distressed,  without  regarding,  or  even  think- 
ing of  the  consequences.  Many  of  those  to  whom  it 
was  extended,  had  no  conception  of  the  source  that  sup- 
plied them,  and  believed  the  comforts  they  received 
were,  indeed,  drawn  from  stores  provided  for  the  hospi- 
tal department. 

On  this  campaign,  a  soldier  one  morning,  with  a  woe- 
begone countenance,  approached  the  general,  stating 
that  he  was  nearly  starved,  that  he  had  nothing  to  eat, 
and  could  not  imagine  what  he  should  do.  He  was  the 
more  encouraged  to  complain,  from  perceiving  that  the 
general,  who  had  seated  himself  at  the  root  of  a  tree, 
waiting  the  coming  up  of  the  rear  of  the  army,  was  busi- 
ly engaged  in  eating  something.  The  poor  fellow  was 
impressed  with  the  belief,  from  what  he  saw,  that  want 
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only  attached  to  the  soldiers,  and  that  the  officers,  par- 
ticularly the  general,  were  liberally  and  well  supplied. 
He  accordingly  approached  him  with  great  confidence  of 
being  relieved;  Jackson  told  him,  that  it  had  always 
been  a  rule  with  him  never  to  turn  away  a  hungry  man 
when  it  was  in  his  power  to  relieve  him.  I  will  most  cheer- 
fully, said  he,  divide  with  you  what  i  have,  and  putting 
his  hand  to  his  pocket,  drew  forth  a  few  acorns  from 
which  he  had  been  feasting,  adding  it  was  the  best  and 
only  fare  he  had.  The  soldier  seemed  much  surprised, 
and  forthwith  circulated  amongst  his  comrades,  that 
their  general  was  actually  subsisting  upon  acorns,  and 
that  they  ought,  hence,  no  more  to  complain.  From  this 
circumstance  was  derived,  the  story  heretofore  publish- 
ed to  the  world,  that  Jackson,  about  the  period  of  his 
greatest  sufferiiig,  and  with  a  view  to  to  inspirit  them 
had  invited  his  officers  to  dine  with  him,  and  presented 
for  their  repast,  water  and  a  tray  of  acorns. 

But  while  general  Jackson  remained  wholly  unmoved 
by  his  own  privations,  he  was  filled  with  solicitude  and 
concern  for  his  army.  His  utmost  exertions,  unceasing- 
ly applied,  were  insufficient  to  remove  the  sufferings  to 
which  he  saw  them  exposed;  and  although  they  were 
by  510  means  so  gWat  as  was  represented,  yet  were  they 

undoubtedly  such  as  to  be  sensibly  and  severely  felt. 

Discontents,  and  a  desire  to  return  home,  arose,  and  pre- 
sently spread  through  the  camp ;  and  these  were  still  fur- 
ther embittered  and  augmented,  by  the  arts  of  a  few  de- 
signing officers,  who,  believing  that  the  campaign  would 
now  break  up,  hoped  to  make  themselves  popular  on  the 
return,  by  encouragi^^g  and  taking  part  in  the  complaints 
of  the  soldiery.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  those- officers 
who  pretended,  on  this  occasion,  to  feel  most  sensibly  for 
the  wants  of  the  army,  and  who  contrived  most  effectu- 
ally to  instigate  it  to  revolt,  had  never  themselves  been 
without  provisions;  and  were,  at  that  very  moment,  en- 
joying in  abundance  what  would  have  relieved  the  dis- 
tresses of  many,  had  it  been  as  generously  and  freely 
distributed  as  were  their  words  of  advice  and  condolence. 

During  this  period  of  scarcity  and  discontent,  smaU 
5* 
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quantities  of  supplies  were  occasionally  forwarded  by 
the  contractors,  but  not  a  sufficiency  for  present  want, 
and  still  less  to  remove  the  apprehensions  that  were  en- 
tertained for  the  future.  At  length,  revolt  began  to 
show  itself  openly.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  mi- 
litia, collecting  in  their  tents  and  talking  over  their 
grievances,  determined  to  yield  up  their  patriotism,  and 
to  abandon  the  camp.  To  this  measure,  there  were 
good  evidences  for  believing  that  several  of  the  officers 
of  the  old  volunteer  corps  exerted  themselves  clandes- 
tinely, and  Avith  great  industry,  to  instigate  them;  look- 
ing upon  themselves  somewhat  in  the  light  of  veterans, 
from  the  discipline  they  had  acquired  in  the  expedition 
to  the  lower  country,  they  were  unwilling  to  be  seen 
foremost  in  setting  an  example  of  mutiny,  and  wished  to 
make  the  defection  of  others  a  pretext  for  their  own. 

Jackson,  apprised  of  their  determination  to  abandon 
him,  resolved  to  oppose  it,  and  at  all  hazard,  to  prevent  a 
departure.  In  the  morning,  when  they  Avere  to  carry 
their  intentions  into  execution,  he  drew  up  the  volun- 
teers in  front  of  them,  with  positive  commands  to  pre- 
vent their  progress,  and  compel  them  to  return  to  their 
former  position  in  the  camp.-  The  miUtia  seeing  this, 
and  fearing  the  consequences  of  persisting  in  their  pur- 
pose, at  once  abandoned  it,  and  returned  to  their  quar- 
ters without  further  murmuring,  extolling  in  the  highest 
terms,  the  unalterable  firmness  of  the  general. 

The  next  day,  however,  presented  a  singular  scene. — 
The  volunteers,  who,  the  day  before,  had  been  the  in- 
struments for  compelling  the  militia  to  return  to  their 
duty,  seeing  the  destruction  of  those  hopes  on  which 
they  had  lately  built,  in  turn  began,  themselves,  to  muti- 
Fiy.  Their  opposition  to  the  departure  of  the  militia 
was  but  a  mere  pretence  to  escape  suspicion,  for  they 
silently  wished  them  success.  They  now  determined  to 
move  off  in  a  body,  beUeving,  from  the  known  disaffec- 
tion in  the  camp,  that  the  general  could  find  no  means 
to  prevent  it.  What  was  their  surprise,  however,  when, 
on  attempting  to  affectuate  their  resolves,  they  found 
the  same  men  whom  they  had  so  lately  opposed,  occu- 
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pying  the  very  position  which  they  had  done  the  day 
previous,  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  manifesting  a  fixed 
determination  to  obey  the  orders  of  their  generkl!  All 
they  ventured  to  do,  was  to  take  the  example  through, 
and  like  them,  move  back  in  peace  and  quietness  to 
their  quarters.  This  was  a  curious  change  of  circum- 
stances, when  we  consider  in  how  short  a  time  it  hap- 
pened ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  militia,  on  this  occasion, 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  ingenuity  and  management  of 
the  general,  and  to  the  gratification  they  felt,  in  being 
able  to  defeat  the  views  of  those  who  had  so  lately 
thwarted  their  own.  To  this  may  be  also  added,  the 
consciousness  all  must  have  entertained,  that  the  priva- 
tions of  which  they  complained,  were  far  less  grievous 
than  they  had  represented  them;  by  no  means  sufficient 
to  justify  revolt,  and  not  greater  than  patriots  might  be 
expected  to  bear  without  a  murmur,  when  objects  of 
such  high  consideration  were  before  them.  But  anx- 
ious to  return  to  their  families  and  kindred — wearied  of 
their  difiiculties  and  sufferings,  and  desirous  to  recount 
the  brilliant  exploits  of  their  first  battle,  they  seized 
with  eagerness  every  pretext  for  exoneration,  and  listen- 
ed with  too  much  docility  to  the  representations  of 
those,  who  were  influenced  by  less  honorable  feelings.^ — 
Having  many  domestic  considerations  to  attend  to — the 
first  ebullition  of  resentment  being  cooled,  and  the  first 
Impulse  of  curiosity  gratified,  there  were  no  motives  to 
retain  them  in  field,  but  a  remaining  sense  of  honour,  and 
a  fear  of  disgrace  and  punishment,  should  they  abandon 
their  post  without  a  cause.  But  although  these  motives 
were  sufficient  for  the  present,  those  who  were  governed 
by  them  did  not  cease  to  wisl-,  that  a  more  plausible 
apology  might  offer  for  dispensing  with  their  operation. 
The  militia  continued  to  show  a  much  more  obedient 
and  patriotic  disposition  than  the  volunteers;  who,  hav- 
ing adopted  a  course  which  they  discovered  must  final- 
ly involve  them  in  dishonour,  if  it  should  fail,  were  ex^ 
ceedingly  aiixious  for  its  success,  and  that  it  might  have 
tlie  appearance  of  being  founded  on  justice.  On  this 
subject,  the  pretensions  of  the  cavalry  were  certainly 
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much  better  established ;  as  they  were  entirely  without 
forage,  and  without  the  prospect  of  speedily  obtaining 
any.  They  petitioned  thereforcr  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn into  the  settled  parts  of  the  country,  pledging  them- 
selves, by  their  platoon  and  field  officers,  that  if  sufficient 
time  were  allowed  to  recruit  the  exhausted  state  of  their 
horses,  and  to  procure  their  winter  clothing,  they  would 
return  to  the  performance  of  their  duty  whenever  called 
on.  The  general,  unable,  from  many  causes,  to  prose- 
cute the  campaign^  and  confiding  in  the  assurance  given, 
granted  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  and  they  immedi- 
ately set  out  on  their  return. 

A'oout  this  time  general  Jackson's  prospect  of  being 
able  to  maintain  the  conquest  he  had  made,  began  to 
be  cheered  by  letters  just  received  from  the  contractors 
and  principal  wagon-  masters,  stating,  that  sufficient  sup- 
plies for  the  army  were  then  on  the  road,  and  would 
shortly  arrive:  but  discontents  to  an  alarming  degree 
still  prevailed  in  his  camp.  To  allay  them,  if  possible, 
he  hastened  to  lay  before  the  division  the  information 
and  letters  he  had  received,  and,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
vited the  field  and  platoon  officers  to  his  quarters,  to 
consult  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued.  Hav- 
ing assembled  them,  and  well  knowing  that  the  flame 
of  discontent,  which  had  so  lately  shown  itself,,  was  only 
for  the  present  smotliered,  and  might  yet  burst  forth  in 
serious  injury,  he  addressed  them  in  an  animated  speech, 
in  which  he  extolled  their  patriotism  and  achievements; 
lamented  the  privations  to  which  they  had  been  exposed, 
and  endeavoured  to  reanimate  them  by  the  prospect  of 
speedy  relief,  wiiich  he  expected  with  confidence  on  the 
following  day.  He  spoke  of  the  immense  importance 
of  the  conquests  they  had  already  made,  and  of  the 
dreadful  consequences  that  must  resuli,  should  they  be 
now  abandoned.  "  What,"  continued  he,  "  is  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  our  camp?  a  number  of  our  fellow  sol- 
diers are  wou.  dcd,  ai.d  unable  to  help  tliemsclves. — 
Shall  it  be  said  that  we  are  so  lost  to  humanity  as  to 
leave  them  iv,  this  co  didon?  Ca:>  ahy  oie,  u.' der 
tiaese  circumstances,  and  under  these  prospects,  consent 
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to  an  abandonment  of  the  camp ;  of  all  that  we  have 
acquired  in  the  midst  of  so  many  difficulties,  privations, 
and  dangers ;  of  what  it  will  cost  us  so  much  to  regain ; 
of  what  we  never  can  regain, — our  brave  wounded  com- 
panions, who  will  be  murdered  by  our  unthinking,  un- 
feeling inhumanity?  Surely  there  can  be  none  such! 
No,  we  will  take  with  us,  when  we  go,  our  wounded 
and  sick.  They  must  not — shall  not  perish  by  our  cold 
blooded  indifference.  But  why  should  you  despond? 
I  do  not,  and  yet  your  wants  are  not  greater  than  mine. 
To  be  sure  we  do  not  live  sumptuously:  but  no  one  has 
died  of  hunger,  or  is  likely  to  die;  and  then  how  anima- 
ting are  our  prospects !  Large  supplies  are  at  Deposit, 
and  already  are  officers  despatched  to  hasten  them  on. 
Wagons  are  on  the  way:  a  large  number  of  beeves  are 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  detachments  are  out  to  bring 
them  in. — All  these  resources  surely  caa  not  fail.  1 
have  no  wish  to  starve  you — none  to  deceive  you.— 
Stay  contentedly;  and  if  supplies  do  not  arrive  in  two 
davs,  we  will  all  march  back  together,^  and  throw  the 
blame  of  our  failure  where  it  should  properly  lie ;  un- 
til then  we  certainly  have  the  means  of  subsisting ;  and 
if  we  are  compelled  to  bear  privations,  let  us  remember 
that  they  are  borne  for  our  country,  and  are  not  great- 
er than  many — perhaps  most  armies  have  been  connpel- 
led  to  endure.  I  have  called  you  together  to  tell  you 
my  feeUngs  and  my  wishes;  this  evening  think  on  them 
seriously ;  and  let  me  know  yours  in  the  morning."" 

Having  retired  to  their  tents,  and  deliberated  on  the 
measures  most  proper  to  be  adopted  in  this  emergency, 
the  officers  of  the  volunteer  brigade  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  "  nothing  short  of  marching  the  army  im- 
mediately back  to  the  settlements  could  prevent  those 
difficulties  and  that  disgrace  which  must  attend  a  forci- 
ble desertion  of  the  camp  by  his  soldiers."  The  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  determined  differently,  and  reported 
a  willingness  to  maintain  the  post  a  few  days  longer,  tl»at 
it  might  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  a  sufficiency  of 
provisions  could  really  be  had.  "  If  it  can,  let  us  pro- 
ceed with  the  campaign — ^if  not,  Jet  us  be  marched 
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back  to  where  it  can  be  procured.""  The  general,  who 
greatly  preferred  the  latter  opiiuon,  nevertholesp,  to 
allay  excitement,  was  disponed  to  gratify  those  who  ap- 
peared unwilling  to  submit  to  further  hardships:  and 
with  this  view  ordered  general  Hall  to  march  his  brig- 
ade to  Fort  Deposit,  and  after  satisfying  their  wants,  to 
return  and  act  as  an  escort  to  the  provisions.  The  sec- 
ond regiment,  however,  unwilling  to  be  outdone  by  the 
militia,  consented  to  remain;  and  the  iirst  proceeded 
alone.  On  this  occasion  he  could  not  forbear  to  re- 
tnark,  that  men  for  whom  he  had  ever  cherislied  so 
warm  an  affection,  and  for  whom  he  would  at  all  times 
have  made  any  sacriiice,  desiring  to  abandon  him  at  a 
moment  when  their  presence  was  so  particularly  neces- 
sary, filled  him  with  emotions  which  the  stror  gest  lan- 
guage was  too  feeble  to  express*  "  I  was  prepared," 
he  continued,  "to  endure  every  evil  but  disgrace;  and 
this,  as  I  never  can  submit  to  myself,  I  can  gire  no  en- 
couragement to  in  others." 

Two  dajs  had  elapsed  since  the  departure  of  the  vo- 
lunteers, and  supplies  had  not  arrived.  The  militia, 
With  great  earnestness,  now  demanded  a  performance  of 
the  pledge  that  had  been  given — that  they  should  be 
marched  back  to  the  settlements.  Jackson,  on  giving 
them  an  assurance  that  they  should  return,  if  relief  did 
not  reach  them  in  two  days,  had  indulged  a  confidence 
that  it  would  certainly  arrive  by  that  time ;  and  now, 
from  the  information  he  had  received,  felt  more  than 
ever  certain  that  it  could  not  be  far  distant.  Having, 
however,  pledged  himself,  he  could  use  no  arguments  or 
entreaties  to  detaia  them  any  longer,  and  immediately 
took  measures  for  complying  with  their  wishes,  and  the 
promise  he  had  made  them.  This  was,  to  him,  a  mo- 
ment of  the  deepest  dejection.  He  foresaw  how  diffi- 
cult it  would  be,  ever  to  accomplish  the  object  upon 
which  his  heart  was  so  devoutly  fixed,  should  he  lose  the 
men  who  were  now  with  him;  or  even  to  regain  the  con- 
quests he  had  made,  if  his  present  posts  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  While  thus  pondering  ofi  the 
gloomy  prospect,  he  liifted  up  his  hands  and  exclaimed. 
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with  a  look  and  manner  which  showed  Iiow  much  he 
fek — "  If  only  two  men  will  remain  with  me,  1  will  ne- 
ver abandon  this  post."  Captain  Gordo  ,  of  the  spies, 
facetiously  replied,  "  you  have  one,  general,  let  us  look 
if  we  can't  find  another,"  and  immediately,  with  a  zeal 
suited  to  the  occasion,  undertook,  with  some  of  the  ge- 
neral staff,  to  raise  volunteers;  and  in  a  little  while  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  one  hundred  and  nine,  who  decla- 
red a  determination  to  remain  and  protect  the  post. 
The  general  greatly  rejoiced  that  he  would  not  be  com- 
pelled to  an  entire  abandonment  of  his  position,  now  set 
out  towards  Deposit,  with  the  remainder  of  the  army, 
who  were  given  distinctly  to  ur  derstard,  that  on  meet- 
ing supplies  they  were  to  return  and  prosecute  the  cam- 
paign. This  v^as  an  event,  which,  as  it  had  been  expec- 
ted and  foretold,  soon  took  place:  they  had  not  proceed- 
ed more  than  ten  or  twelve  miles,  when  they  met  a  hun- 
'dred  and  fifty  beeves;  but  a  sight  which  gave  to  Jackson 
so  much  satisfaction,  was  to  them  the  most  disagreeable 
and  unwelcome.  Their  faces  being  now  turned  towards 
home,  no  spectacle  could  be  more  hateful  than  one  which 
was  to  change  their  destination.  They  were  halted, 
and  having  satisfied  their  hungry  appetites,  the  troops, 
with  the  exception  of  such  as  were  necessary  to  proceed 
with  the  sick  and  wounded,  were  ordered  to  return  to 
the  encampment — he  himself  intending  to  see  the  con- 
tractors, and  establish  more  effectual  arrangements  for 
the  future.  So  great  was  their  aversion  to  returning, 
that  they  preferred  a  violation  of  their  duty  and  their 
pledged  honour.  Low  murmurings  ran  along  the  lines, 
and  presently  broke  out  into  open  munity.  In  spite 
of  the  order  they  had  received,  they  began  to  revolt, 
and  one  company  was  already  moving  off,  in  a  direction 
towards  home.  They  had  proceeded  some  distance,  be- 
fore information  of  their  departure  was  had  by  Jackson. 
Irritated  at  their  conduct,  in  attempting  to  violate  the 
promise  they  had  given,  and  knowing  that  the  success 
of  future  operations  depended  on  the  result,  the  general 
pursued,  until  he  came  near  a  part  of  his  staff,  and  a 
few  soldiers,  who,  Avith  General  Coffee,  had  halted  about 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead.  He  ordered  them  to  form 
immediately  across  the  road,  and  to  fire  on  the  muti- 
neers if  they  attempted  to  proceed.  Snatching  up  their 
arms,  these  faithful  adherents  presented  a  front  which 
threw  the  deserters  into  affright,  and  caused  them  to 
retreat  precipitately  to  the  main  body.  Here,  it  was 
hoped,  the  matter  would  end,  and  that  no  further  oppo- 
sition would  be  made  to  returning.  This  expectation 
was  not  realized ;  a  mutinous  temper  began  presently 
to  display  itself  throughout  the  whole  brigade.  Jack- 
son having  left  his  aid-de-camp,  major  Reid,  engaged  in 
making  up  some  despatches,  had  gone  out  alone  amongst 
his  troops,  who  were  at  some  distance ;  on  his  arrival, 
he  found  a  much  more  extensive  mutiny  than  that 
which  had  just  been  quelled.  Almost  the  whole  bri- 
gade had  put  itself  into  an  attitude  for  moving  forcibly 
off.  A  crisis  had  arrived ;  and  feeling  its  importance, 
he  determined  to  take  no  middle  ground,  but  to  triumph 
or  perish.  He  was  still  without  the  use  of  his  left  arm; 
but,  seiziag  a  musket,  and  resting  it  on  the  neck  of  his 
horse,  he  threw  himself  in  front  of  the  column,  and 
threatened  to  shoot  the  first  man  who  should  attempt  to 
advance.  In  this  situation  he  was  found  by  major  Reid 
and  general  Coffee,  who,  fearing  from  the  length  of  his 
absence,  that  some  disturbance  had  arisen,  hastened 
where  he  was,and  placing  themselves  by  his  side,awaited 
the  result  in  anxious  expectation.  For  many  minutes 
the  column  preserved  a  sullen,  yet  hesitating  attitude, 
fearing  to  proceed  in  their  purpose,  and  disliking  to 
abandon  it.  In  the  mean  time,  those  who  remained 
faithful  to  their  duty,  amounting  to  about  two  compa- 
nies, were  collected  and  formed  at  a  short  distance  in 
advance  of  the  troops,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  general, 
with  positive  directions  to  imitate  his  example  in  tiring, 
if  they  attempted  to  proceed.  At  length,  finding  no  one 
bold  enough  to  advance,  and  overtaken  by  those  fears 
which  in  the  hour  of  perilalways  beset  persons  engaged 
in  what  they  know  to  be  a  bad  cause,  they  abandoned 
their  purpose,  and  turning  quietly  round,  agreed  to  re- 
turn to  their  posts.     It  is  very  certain,  that,  but  for  the 
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firmness  of  the  general,  at  this  critical  moment,  the  cam- 
paign would  have  been  broken  up,  and  most  probably 
not  commenced  again. 

Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Talladega,  the  Hillabee 
tribes,  who  had  been  the  principal  sufferers  on  that  oc- 
casion, applied  to  general  Jackson  for  peace ;  declaring 
their  willingness  to  receive  it  on  such  terms  as  he  might 
be  pleased  to  dictate.  His  decision  had  been  already 
returned,  stating  to  them  that  his  government  had  taken 
up  arms,  to  bring  to  a  proper  sense  of  duty,  a  people  to 
whom  she  had  ever  shown  the  utmost  kindness,  and  who, 
nevertheless,  had  committed  against  her  citizens  the  most 
unprovoked  depredations ;  and  that  she  would  lay  them 
down  only  when  certain  that  this  object  was  attained,* 
"  Upon  those,"  continued  he,  *'who  are  disposed  to  be- 
come friendly,  I  neither  wish  nor  intend  to  make  war; 
but  they  must  afford  evidences  of  the  sincerity  of  their 
professions ;  the  prisoners  and  property  they  have  takeji 
from  us,  and  the  friendly  Creeks,  must  be  restored ;  the 
instigators  of  the  war,  and  the  murderers  of  our  citi- 
zens, must  be  surrendered;  the  latter  must  and  will  be 
made  to  feel  the  force  of  our  resentment.  Long  shall 
they  remember  Fort  Mimms  in  bitterness  and  tears." 

Having  stated  to  general  Cocke,  whose  division  was 

'■  This  communiration  did  not  arrive  in  time : — gensral  White, 
who  had  been  detached  for  that  pwirpose,  having,  the  morning  on 
which  it  was  written,  attacked  and  destroyed  their  town,  kiiJed 
sixty,  and  made  two  hundred  and  fifty-jix  prisoners.  The  event 
was  unfortunate;  and  in  it  may  perhaps  be  found  the  reason  why 
these  savages,  in  their  after  battles,  fought  with  the  desperation 
ihey  did,  obstinately  refusing  to  ask  for  quarter.  They  believed 
themselves  attacked  by  Jackson's  army ;  they  knew  they  had  ask- 
ed peace  upon  his  own  terms.  When,  thereforej  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  saw  themselves  thus  assailed,  they  no  longer  con- 
sidered that  any  pacific  disposition  they  might  manifest  would  af- 
ford them  protection  from  danger ;  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  war  of 
extermination.  In  their  battles,  afterwards,  their  is  no  instance 
of  their  asking  for  quarter,  or  even  manifesting  a  diiiposition  to 
receive  it. 
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acting  in  this  section  of  the  nation,  the  propositiops  that 
had  been  made  by  the  Hillabee  clans,  with  the  answer 
he  had  returned,  and  urged  him  to  detach  to  Fort  Stroth- 
er  six  hundred  of  liis  men,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  that 
place,  during  his  absence,  and  in  the  operations  he  in- 
tended to  resume  on  his  return,  he  proceeded  to  Deposit 
and  Ditto's  landing,  where  the  most  effectual  mear  s  in 
his  power  were  take^n  with  the  contractors,  for  obtaining 
regular  supplies  in  future.  They  were  required  to  fur- 
nish, immediately,  thirty  days'  rations  at  Fort  Strother, 
forty  at  Talladega,  and  as  many  at  the  junction  of  the 
Coosa  and  Tallapoosa;  two  hundred  pack  horses  and 
forty  wagons  wei'e  put  in  requisition  to  facilitate  their 
transportation.  Understanding,  now,  that  the  whole  de- 
tachment from  Tennessee,  had,  by  the  president,  been 
received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he  persua- 
ded himself  that  the  difficulties  he  had  heretofore  en- 
countered, would  not  recur,  and  that  the  want  of  sup- 
plies would  not  again  be  a  cause  of  impending  his  oper- 
ations. He  now  looked  forward  with  sanguine  expec- 
tations, to  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of 
the  cKpcdition. 

The  volunteers,  who  were  at  Deposit,  began  to  mani- 
fest the  same  unwillingness  to  return  to  their  duty  that 
the  militia  had  done,  and  were  about  to  break  out  into  the 
same  spirit  of  mutiny  and  revolt:  but  were  restrained  by 
an  animated  address  of  the  general,  who,  having  assem- 
bled them  together,  painted,  in  the  most  glowing  colours, 
all  the  consequences  that  were  to  be  apprehended,  if, 
from  anj  defalcation  of  theirs,  the  campaign  should  be 
abandoned,  or  ineffectually  prosecuted.  By  this  mean, 
he  succeeded  once  more  in  restoring  quietness  to  his 
troops. 

He  now  set  out  on  his  return  to  Fort  Strother,  and 
was  delighted  to  find,  by  the  progress  of  the  works,  the 
industry  that  h^d  been  used  in  his  absence.  But  the  sat- 
isfaction he  felt,  and  the  hopes  he  began  to  cherish,  were 
of  short  continuance.  Although  he  had  succeeded  in 
stilling  the  tumult  of  the  volunteers,  and  in  prevaihng  on 
them  to  return  to  their  posts,  it  was  soon  discovered  he 
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had  not  eradicated  their  deep  rooted  aversion  to  a  fur-^ 
ther  prosecution  of  the  war.  Nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  re-animate  men  who  have  once  lost  their  spirits, 
or  inspire  with  new  ardour  those  in  whom  it  has  lately 
become  extinct.  Even  where  the  evils,  which  produced 
the  change,  are  removed,  apologies  will  be  sought,  and 
pretexts  seized,  for  justifying  and  preserving  the  present 
tone  of  mind.  The  volunteers  who  had  so  lately  clam- 
oured about  bread,  now,  when  they  were  no  longer  hun- 
gry, began  to  clamour,  with  equal  earnestness,  about 
their  term  of  service.  Having  lately  made  an  effort  to 
forsake  the  drudgery  of  the  field,  and  failed^  they  wer# 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  any  pretextsi,  seeroingly 
plausible,  to  obtain  success.  They  insisted  that  the  pe- 
riod, for  which  they  had  undertaken  to  act,  would  en<J 
on  the  10th  of  December,  that  being  the  termination  of 
a  year  from  the  day  they  had  first  entered  into  service ; 
and  although  they  had  been  a  greater  part  pf  the  time 
disengaged,  and  unemployed,  that  recess  was  neverthe- 
less to  be  taken  into  the  computation.  Jackson  replied, 
that  the  law  of  congress,  under  which  they  had  been 
tendered  and  accepted,  requiring  one  year's  service  out 
pf  two,  could  contemplate  nothing  less  than  an  actual 
service  of  three  hundred  and  sixty -five  days;  and,  until 
that  were  performed,  he  could  not,  unless  specially  au- 
thorized, undertake  to  discharge  them.  But  as  this  was 
^  question  not  hkely  to  be  settled  by  argument,  and  as 
the  consequences  were  easily  to  be  foreseen,  if  they 
should  persist  in  their  demands,  the  general  began  tp 
think  of  providing  other  means  for  a  continuance  of  the 
campaign,  that,  even  in  the  worst  extreme,  he  might  not 
be  unprepared  to  act.  Ordering  general  Roberts  to  re- 
turn, and  fill  up  the  deficiencies  in  his  brigade,  he  now 
despatched  colonel  Carroll  and  major  Searcy,  one  of  his 
aids-de-camp,  into  Tennessee,  to  raise  volunteers,  for 
six  months,  or  during  the  campaign ;  writing,  at  the  same 
time,  to  many  respectable  characters,  he  exhorted  them 
to  contribute  all  their  assistance  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object.  To  a  letter,  just  received  from  the  rev^ 
erend  Gideon  Blackburn,  assuring  him  that  volunteer? 
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from  Tennessee  would  eagerly  hasten  to  his  relief,  if 
they  knew  their  services  were  wanted,  he  replied,  "Rev- 
erend Sir,— Your  letter  has  been  just  received:  I  thank 
you  for  it;  I  thank  you  most  sincerely.  It  arrived  at  a 
moment  when  my  spirits  needed  such  a  support. 

"I  left  Tennessee  with  an  army, brave,  I  believe,  as  any 
general  ever  commanded.  I  have  seen  them  in  battle 
and  my  opinion  of  their  bravery  is  not  changed.  But 
their  fortitude — on  this  too  I  relied — has  been  too  se- 
verely tested.  Perhaps  I  was  wrong,  in  believing  that 
nothing  but  death  could  conquer  the  spirits  of  brave 
men.  I  am  sure  I  was ;  for  my  men,  I  know,  are  brave ; 
yet  privations  have  rendered  them  discontented: — that 
IS  enough.  The  expedition  must  nevertheless  be  prose- 
cuted to  a  successful  termination.  New  volunteers 
must  be  raised,  to  conclude  what  has  been  so  auspicious- 
ly begun  by  the  old  ones.  Gladly  would  I  save  these 
men  from  themselves,  and  insure  them  a  harvest  which 
they  have  sown ;  but  if  they  will  abandon  it  to  others,  it 
must  be  so. 

"  You  are  good  enough  to  say,  if  I  need  your  assis- 
tance, it  will  be  cheerfully  afforded :  I  do  need  it  great- 
ly. The  influence  you  possess  over  the  minds  of  men 
is  great  and  well-founded,  and  can  never  be  bettCF 
applied  than  in  summoning  volunteers  to  the  defence 
of  their  country,  their  liberty,  and  their  religion. — 
While  we  fight  the  savage,  who  makes  war  only  be- 
cause he  delights  in  blood,  and  who  has  gotten  his  boo- 
ty, when  he  has  scalped  his  victim,  we  are,  through 
him,  contending  against  an  enemy  of  more  inveterate 
character,  and  deeper  design — who  would  demolish  a 
fabric  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  and  en- 
deared to  us  by  all  the  happiness  we  enjoy.  So  far  as 
my  exertions  can  contribute,  the  purposes,  both  of  the 
savage  and  his  instigator,  shall  be  defeated ;  and  so  far 
as  yours  can,  I  hope — I  know,  they  will  be  employed. — 
I  have  said  enough. — I  want  men,  and  want  them  imme- 
diately." 

Anxious  to  prosecute  the  campaign  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  by  employing  his  troops  actively,  he  might  dispel 
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from  their  minds  those  discontents  so  frequently  manifes- 
ted, he  wrote  to  general  Cocke,  desiring  and  urging  him 
to  unite  with  him,  imrliediatelj,  at  the  Ten  Islands,  with 
fifteen  hundred  men.  He  assured  him  that  the  mount- 
ed men  who  had  returned  to  the  settlements  for  subsis- 
tence, and  to  recruit  their  horses,  would  arrive  by  the 
12th  of  the  month.  He  wished  to  commence  his  ope- 
rations directly,  knowing  they  would  be  prepared  for 
it,  and  well  knowing  they  would  require  it."  "I  am  as- 
tonished," he  continued,  "to  hear  that  your  supplies  con- 
tinue deficient.  In  the  name  of  God,  what  are  the  con- 
tractors doing,  and  about  what  are  they  engaged?  Eve- 
ry letter  I  receive  from  governor  Blount,  assures  me  I 
am  to  receive  plentiful  supplies  from  them,  and  seems  to 
take  for  granted,  notwithstanding  all  I  have  said  to  the 
contrary,  that  they  have  been  hitherto  regularly  furnish- 
ed. Considering  the  generous  loan  the  state  has  made 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  facility  of  procuring  bread  stufis 
in  East  Tennessee,  and  of  transporting  them  by  water  to 
Fort  Deposit,  it  is  to  me  wholly  unaccountable  that  not 
a  pound  has  ever  arrived  at  that  place.  This  evil  must 
continue  no  longer — it  must  be  remedied.  I  expect, 
therefore,  and  through  you  must  require,  that  in  twenty 
days  they  furnish  at  Deposit  every  necessary  supply."* 

*  Independent  of  an  advantageous  contract  made  with  the  go- 
vernment, the  state  of  Tennessee  had  extenileJ  to  this  contractor 
a  liberal  loan,  that  immediate  supplies  might  be  forwarded.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  and  it  is  a  misfortune  that  will  always  con- 
tinue so  long  as  the  present  mode  of  supplying  our  armies  is  per- 
sisted in,  the  contract  was  disregarded  ;  nor  did  complaints  on  the 
subject  cease,  even  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Great  as  was  the  evil, 
no  adequate  remedy  was  at  hand  :  nor  was  it  confined  to  any  par- 
ticular section ;  but  in  all  directions,  where  our  armies  moved, 
were  complaints  heard,  and  their  operations  frustrated  through  the 
misconduct  of  contractors.  An  advancing  army,  already  having 
within  its  reach  decided  advantages,  is  made  to  halt,  and  to  retro- 
grade, or  starve.  The  remedy  i-  to  sue  the  contractor;  and,  after 
twelve  or  eighteen  months  of  law,  a  jury  decides  how  far  he  has 
or  has  not  broken  his  covenant.  In  the  mean  time,  the  govern- 
6* 
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Whilst  these  measures  were  taken,  the  volunteers, 
through  several  of  their  officers,  were  pressing  on  the 
consideration  of  the  general,  the  expiration  of  their  term 
of  service,  and  claiming  to  he  discharged  on  the  lOjh  of 
the  month.  From  the  colonel  who  commanded  the  se- 
cond regiment,  he  received  a  letter,  dated  the  4th,  in 
which  was  attempted  to  be  detailed  their  whole  ground 
of  complaint.  He  began  by  stating,  that  painful  as  it 
was,  he,  nevertheless,  felt  himself  bound  to  disclose  an 
important  and  unpleasant  truth ;  that,  on  the  10th,  the 
service  would  be  deprived  of  the  regiment  he  command- 
ed. He  seemed  to  deplore,  with  great  sensibility,  the 
scene  that  would  be  exhibited  on  that  day,  should  oppo- 
sition be  made  to  their  departure ;  and  still  more  sensibly, 
the  consequences  that  would  result  from  a  disorderly 
abandonment  of  the  camp.  He  stated  they  had  all  con- 
sidered themselves  finally  discharged  on  the  20th  of 
April,  and  never  knew  to  the  contrary,  until  they  saw  his 
order  of  the  24th  of  September,  requiring  them  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Fayettville,  on  the  4th  of  October;  for  the 
first  time,  they  then  learned  that  they  owed  further  ser- 

ment  has  lost  the  most  decided  advantages — advantages  which, 
had  they  been,  secured,  might  haTe  sa'sed  millions  of  treasure,  and 
hundreds  of  lives. 

Contractors  are  a  class  o^f  men  never  to  be  influenced  by  any  thing 
of  patriotic  motive.  An  accurate  attention  to  their  interest,  and 
"a  minute  calculation  of  dollars  and  cents  are  the  amount  of  their 
good  feejings ;  and  -whether  an  army  shall  suffer  or  press  forward 
successfully  are  unimportant  considerations :  with  them  profit  and 
ihe  accumulation  of  wealth  is  the  only  cencern  ;  and  whether  the 
army  they  have  contracted  to  feed,  fares  sumptuously  or  starves — 
•whether  the  service  be  aided  or  injured,  are  but  secondary  consi- 
derations with  those  who  seek  aft-er  wealth,  and  who  are  first  for 
themselves.  If  the  government  will  have  contractors,  they  should 
be  appended  tp  the  army,  and  made  subject  to  martial  rule,  and 
martial  law;  for,  until  then,  they  will  be  wholly  inefHcatious. 
They  might  be  ruled  through  their  fears^ — certainly  not  through 
any  <>elings  of  patriotism;  the  attempt  has  b«en  too  often  unsuc- 
cfessfuily  assayed. 
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vices,  their  discharge  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
"Thus  situated,  there  was  considerable  opposition  to 
the  order;  on  which  the  officers  generally,  as  I  am  ad- 
vised, and  I  know  niyself  in  particular,  gave  it  as  an 
unequivocal  opinion,  that  their  term  of  service  would 
terminate  on  the  10th  of  December. 

"They  therefore  look  to  their  general,  who  holds  their 
confidence,  for  an  honorable  discharge  on  that  day ;  and 
that,  in  every  respect,  he  will  see  that  justice  be  done 
them.  They  regret  that  their  peculiar  situations  and 
circumstances  require  them  to  leave  their  general  at  a 
time  when  their  services  are  important  to  the  common 
cause. 

"It  would  be  desirable,"  he  continued,  "that  those  men 
who  have  served  with  honour,  should  be  honourably  dis- 
charged, and  that  they  should  return  to  their  families 
and  friends  without  even  the  semblance  of  disgrace; 
with  their  general  they  leave  it  to  place  them  in  that 
situation.  They  have  received  him  as  an  affectionate 
father,  whilst  they  have  honoured,  revered,  and  obeyed 
him;  but  having  devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  service  of  their  country,  by  which  their  do- 
mestic concerns  are  greatlj  deranged,  they  wish  to  re- 
turn and  attend  to  their  own  affairs." 

Although  this  communication  announced  the  deter- 
mination of  only  a  part  of  the  volunteer  brigade,  he  had 
already  abundant  evidence  that  the  defection  was  but 
too  general.  The  difficulties  which  the  general  had  here- 
tofore been  compelled  to  encounter,  from  the  discontents 
of  his  troops,  might  well  induce  him  to  regret  thart  a  spir- 
it of  insubordination  should  again  threaten  t©  appear  in 
his  camp.  That  he  might,  if  possible,  prevent  it,  he  has- 
tened to  lay  before  them  the  error  and  impropriety  of 
their  views,  and  the  consequences  involved,  should  they 
persist  in  their  purpose. 

"I  know  not,"  he  observed,  "what  scenes  will  be  ex- 
hibited on  the  10th  instant,  nor  what  consequences  are 
to  flow  from  them  here  or  elsewhere ;  but  as  I  shall  have 
the  consciousness  that  they  are  not  imputable  to  any 
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misconduct  of  mine,  1  trust  I  shall  have  the  firmness  not 
to  shrink  from  a  discharge  of  my  duty. 

"It  will  be  well,  however,  for  thos^  who  intend  to  be- 
(Come  actors  in  those  scenes,  and  who  are  about  to  haz- 
ard so  much  on  the  correctness  of  their  opinions,  to  ex- 
amine beforehand,  with  great  caution  and  deliberation^ 
the  grounds  on  which  their  pretensions  rest.     Are  they 
founded  on  any  false  assurances  of  mine,  or  upon  any  de- 
ception that  has  been  practised  tc^ards  them?    Was  not 
the  act  of  congress,  under  which  they  are  engaged,  direc^ 
ted,  by  my  general  order,  to  be  read  and  expounded  to 
them  before  they  enrolled  themselves?    That  order  will 
testify,  and  so  will  the  recollection  of  every  general  offi- 
cer of  my  division.     It  is  not  pretended,  that  those  who 
how  claim  to  be  discharged^  were  not  legally  and  fairly 
enrolled  under  the  act  of  congress  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1812.  Have  they  performed  the  service  required  of  them 
hy  that  act,  and  which  they  then  solemnly  undertook  to 
perform?     That  required  one  year's  service  out  of  two, 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  rendezvous,  unless  they 
should  be  sooner  discharged. .    Has  one  year's  service 
been  performed?     This  can  not  be  seriously  pretended. 
Have  they  then  been  discharged  ?     It  is  said  they  have, 
and  by  me.     To  account  for  so  extraordinary  a  belief,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  take  a  review  of  past  circumstances* 
"More   than  twelve  months  have   elapsed  since  we 
were  called  upon  to  avenge   the  injured  rights  of  our 
country.     We  obeyed  the  call!     In  the  midst  of  hard- 
ships, which  none  but  those  to  whom  liberty  is  dear  could 
have  borne  without  a  murmur,  we  descended  the  Mis- 
sissippi.    It  was  believed  our  services  were  wanted  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  just  war  in  which  our  country 
was  engaged,  and  we  were  prepared  to  render  them. — 
But,  though  we  were  disappointed  in  our  expectations, 
we  established  for  Tennessee  a  name  which  will  long  do 
her  honour.     At  length,  we  received  a  1  tter  from  the 
secretary  of  war  directing  our  dismission.      You  well 
recollect  the  circumsUiijces  of  wretchedness  in   which 
this  order  was  calculated  to  place  us.     By  it,  we  were 
deprived  of  every  article  of  public  property ;  no  provi- 
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sion  was  made  for  the  payment  of  our  troops,  or  their 
subsistence  on  their  return  march ;  whilst  many  of  our 
sick,  unable  to  help  themselves,  must  have  perished. — ■ 
Against  the  opinion  of  many,  I  marched  them  back  to 
their  homes  before  I  dismissed  them.  Your  regiment, 
at  its  own  request,  was  d:s  issed  at  Columbia.  This 
was  accompanied  with  a  certificate  to  each  man,  ex- 
pressing the  acts  under  which  he  had  been  enrolled,  and 
the  length  of  the  tour  he  had  performed.  This  it  is 
which  is  now  attempted  to  be  construed  "a  final  dis- 
charge;" but  surely  it  cannot  be  forgotten  by  any  officer 
or  soldier,  how  sacredly  they  pledged  themselves,  be- 
fore they  were  dismissed,  or  received  that  certificate, 
cheerfully  to  obey  the  voice  of  their  country,  if  it  should 
re-summon  them  into  service;  neither  can  it  be  for- 
gotten, I  dare  hope,  for  what  purpose  that  certificate 
was  given ;  it  was  to  secure,  if  possible,  to  those  brave 
men,  who  had  shown  such  readiness  to  serve  their  coun- 
try, certain  extra  emoluments,  specified  in  the  seventh 
section  of  the  act  under  which  they  had  engaged,  in  the 
event  they  were  not  recalled  into  service  for  the  residue 
©f  their  term. 

"It  is  true  then,  that  my  solicitude  for  the  interest  of 
the  volunteers,  is  to  be  made  by  them  a  pretext  for  dis- 
gracing a  name  which  they  have  rendered  illustrious? — 
Is  a  certificate,  designed  solely  for  their  benefit,  to  be- 
come the  rallying  word  for  mutiny? — strange  perversion 
of  feeling  and  of  reasoning!  Have  I  really  any  power 
to  discharge  men  whose  term  of  service  has  not  expired? 
If  I  were  weak  or  wicked  enough  to  attempt  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power,  does  any  one  believe,  the 
soldier  would  be  thereby  exonerated  from  the  obligation 
he  has  voluntarily  taken  upon  himself  to  his  government? 
I  should  become  a  traitor  to  the  important  concern  which 
has  been  entrusted  to  my  management,  while  the  soldier, 
who  had  been  deceived  by  a  false  hope  of  liberation, 
would  be  still  liable  to  redeem  his  pledge ; — I  should  dis- 
grace myself,  without  benefitting  you. 

"I  can  only  deplore  the  situation  of  those  oflUcers  who 
have  undertaken  to  persuade  their  men  that  their  term 
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of  service  will  expire  on  the  10th.  In  giving  their  opi- 
nions to  this  effect,  they  have  acted  indiscreetly,  and  with- 
out sufficient  authority.  It  would  be  the  most  pleasing 
act  of  my  life,  to  restore  them  with  hononr  to  their  fami- 
lies. Nothing  would  pain  me  more  than  that  any  other 
sentiments  should  be  felt  towards  them,  than  those  of 
gratitude  and  esteem.  On  all  occasions,  it  has  been  my 
highest  happiness  to  promote  their  interest,  and  even  to 
gratify  their  wishes,  where,  with  propriety,  it  could  be 
done.  When  in  the  lower  country,  believing  that,  in 
the  order  for  their  dismissal,  they  had  been  improperly 
treated,  I  even  solicited  the  government  to  discharge 
them,  finally,  from  the  obligations  into  which  they  had 
entered.  You  know  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  war ; 
— that  neither  he  nor  the  president,  as  he  believed,  had 
the  power  to  discharge  them.  Howj  then,  can  it  be  re- 
quired of  me  to  do  so? 

"The  monient  it  is  signified  to  me  by  any  competent 
authority,  even  by  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  to  whom 
I  have  written  on  the  subject*  or  by  general  Pinckney, 
who  is  now  appointed  to  the  command,  that  the  volun- 
teers may  be  exonerated  from  further  service,  that 
moment  I  will  pronounce  it,  with  the  greatest  satisfec- 
tion.  I  have  only  the  power  of  pronouncing  a  dis- 
charge,-r-not  of  giving  it,  in  any  case  ;-^a  distinction 
■which  I  would  wish  should  be  borne  in  mind.  Al- 
ready have  I  sent  to  raise  volunteers,  on  my  own  re- 
aponsibility,  to  complete  a  campaign  which  has  been 
so  happily  begun,  and  thus  far,  so  fortunately  prose- 
cuted. The  moment  they  arrive,  and  I  am  assured, 
that,  fired  by  our  exploits,  they  will  hasten  in  crowds, 
on  the  first  intimation  that  we  need  their  services,  they 
will  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  those  who  are  dis- 
contented here ;  the  latter  will  then  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  with  all  the  honour  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  they  can  carry  along  with  them. 
But  I  still  cherish  the  hope,  that  their  dissatisfaction 
and  complaints  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I  can 
not,  must  not  believe,  that  the"  Volunteers  of  Ten- 
nessee," a  name  ever  dear  to  fame,  will  disgrace  then*' 
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selves,  and  a  country  which  they  have  honoured,  by 
abandoning  her  standard,  as  mutineers  and  deserters ; 
but  should  I  be  disappointed,  and  compelled  to  resign 
this  pleasing  hope,  one  thing  I  will  not  resign — my 
duty.  Mutiny  and  sedition,  so  long  as  I  possess  the 
power  of  quelling  them,  shall  be  put  down ;  and  even 
when  left  destitute  of  this,  I  will  still  be  found,  in  the 
last  extremity,  endeavouring  to  discharge  the  duty  I 
owe  my  country  and  myself." 

To  the  platoon  officers,  who  addressed  him  on  the 
same  subject,  he  replied  with  nearly  the  same  spirited 
feeling;  but  discontent  was  too  deeply  fastened,  and 
by  designing  men  had  been  too  artlully  fomented  to 
be  removed  by  any  thing  like  argument  or  entreaty. 
At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  general  Hall  has- 
tened to  the  tent  of  Jackson  with  information  that  his 
whole  brigade  was  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  making 
preparations  to  move  forcibly  off.  This  was  a  measure 
which  every  consideration  of  policy,  duty,  and  honour, 
required  Jacl^on  to  oppose;  and  to  this  purpose  he 
instantly  applied  all  the  means  he  possessed.  He  im- 
mediately issued  the  following  general  order: 

"The  commanding  general  being  informed  that  an 
actual  mutiny  exists  in  his  camp,  all  officers  and  sol- 
diers are  commanded  to  put  it  down. 

"  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  first  brigade  will, 
without  delay,  parade  on  the  west  side  of  the  fort,  and 
await  further  orders."  The  artillery  company,  with 
two  small  field  pieces,  being  posted  in  the  front  and 
rear,  and  the  militia,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Wynne,  on  the  eminences,  in  advance,  were  ordered  to 
prevent  any  forcible  departure  of  the  volunteers. 

The  general  rode  along  the  line,  which  had  been 
previously  formed  agreeably  to  his  orders,  and  address- 
ed them,  by  companies,  in  a  strain  of  impassioned  elo- 
quence. He  feelingly  expatiated  on  their  former  good 
conduct,  and  the  esteem  and  applause  it  had  secured 
them;  and  pointed  to  the  disgrace  which  they  must 
heap  upon  themselves,  their  families,  and  country,  by 
persisting,  even  if  they  could  succeed,  in  their  present 
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mutiny.  He  told  them  however,  they  should  not  suc- 
ceed but  by  passing  over  his  body ;  that  even  in  oppos- 
ing their  mutinous  spirit,  he  should  perish  honourably — 
by  perishing  at  his  post,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty.  "  Reinforcements" — he  continued,  "are  prepar- 
ing to  hasten  to  my  assistance :  it  can  not  be  long  before 
they  will  arrive.  I  am,  too,  in  daily  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving information  whether  you  may  be  discharged 
or  not — until  then,  you  must  not,  and  shall  not  retire. 
I  have  done  with  entreaty, — it  has  been  used  long 
enough. — I  will  attempt  it  no  more.  You  must  now  de- 
termine whether  you  Will  go  or  peaceably  remain:  if 
you  still  persist  in  your  determination  to  move  forcibly 
off,  the  point  between  us  shall  soon  be  decided."  At 
first  they  hesitated; — he  demanded  an  explicit  and 
positive  answer.  They  still  hesitated,  and  he  com- 
manded the  artillerist  to  prepare  the  match;  he  him- 
self remaining  in  front  of  the  volunteers,  and  within 
the  line  of  fire,  which  he  intended  soon  to  order. 
Alarmed  at  his  apparent  determination,  and  dreading 
the  consequences  involved  in  such  a  contest;  "Let  us 
return,"  was  presently  lisped  along  the  line,  and  soon 
after  determined  upon.  The  officers  now  came  for- 
ward and  pledged  themselves  for  their  men,  who 
either  nodded  assent,  or  openly  expressed  a  willingness 
to  retire  to  their  quarters,  and  remain  without  further 
tumult,  until  information  were  had,  or  the  expected 
aid  should  arrive.  Thus  passed  away  a  moment  of  the 
greatest  peril,  and  pregnant  with  important  conse- 
quences. 

Calculating  philosophers  may  maintain  the  opinion, 
that  conduct  like  that  pursued  on  this  occasion,  de- 
serves no  other  name  than  rashness:  it  certainly  was 
determined,  and  proved  in  the  end  decisive.  At  such 
a  moment,  hesitation  must  have  been  succeeded  by  a 
defeat  of  purpose,  and  an  entire  abandonment  by  his 
troops.  To  have  been  forsaken  in  such  a  manner,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  no  expectation  could  have 
been  entertained  of  drawing  to  the  service,  in  any 
short  time,  additional  troops*     The  consequence  must 
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have  been,  that  the  enemy,  not  subdued,  but  only  ex- 
asperated, might,  unmolested,  have  assailed  our  unpro- 
tected frontiers,  and  drenched  them  in  the  blood  of 
our  defenceless  citizens.  These  anticipations  were 
alarming,  and  only  to  be  prevented  by  some  effort, 
bold  and  daring,  as  the  one  attempted,  it  was  hazard- 
ous, yet  it  succeeded. 

Although  the  immediate  execution  of  their  purpose 
was  thus  for  the  present  prevented,  it  was  presently 
ascertained  not  to  be  wholly  abandoned,  and  that  no- 
thing could  be  expected  from  their  future  fidelity  and 
services.  Jackson,  therefore,  determined  to  rid  him- 
self, as  soon  as  possible,  of  men  v/hose  presence  an- 
swered no  other  end  than  to  keep  alive  discontents  in 
his  camp.  He  accordingly  prepared  an  order  to  gene- 
ral Hall,  to  march  his  brigade  to  Nashville,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  them  as  he  should  be  directed  by  the  governor 
of  Tennessee.  Previous  to  promulgating  this,  he  re- 
solved to  m-dke  one  further  effort  to  retain  them,  and 
to  make  a  last  appeal  to  their  honour  and  patriotism. 
For  this  purpose,  having  assembled  them  before  the 
fort,  on  the  i3th,  he  directed  his  aid-dc-camp  to  read 
the  following  address: 

"On  the  10th  of  December,  1812,  you  assembled 
at  the  call  of  your  countrj^  Your  professions  of  pa- 
triotism, and  ability  to  endure  fatigue,  were  at  once 
tested  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Breeddng 
your  way  through  sheets  of  ice,  you  descended  the 
Mississippi,  and  reached  the  point  at  which  you  were 
ordered  to  be  halted  and  dismissed.  '  Ail  this  you  bore 
without  murmuring.  Finding  that  your  services  were 
not  needed,  the  means  for  marching  you  back  were 
procured ;  every  difficulty  was  surmounted,  and,  as 
soon  as  the  point  from  which  you  embarked  was  re- 
gained, the  order  for  your  dismissal  was  carried  into 
elFect.  The  promptness  with  which  you  assembled, 
the  regularity  of  your  conduct,  your  attention  to  your 
•duties,  the  determination  manifested,  on  every  occa- 
sion, to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  and  v/ill  of  your 
government,  placed  you  on  elevated  ground.  You  not 
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only  distinguished  yourselves,  but  gave  to  your  state  a 
distinguished  rank  with  her  sisters;  and  led  your  go^ 
Ternment  to  believe,  that  the  honour  of  the  nation 
would  never  be  tarnished  when  entrusted  to  the  holy 
keeping  of  the  "  Volunteers  of  Tennessee." 

"  In  the  progress  of  a  v/ar,  which  the  implacable  and 
eternal  enemy  of  our  independence  induced  to  be  wa- 
ged, we  found  that,  without  cause  on  our  part,  a  por- 
tion of  the  Creek  nation  was  added  to  the  number  of 
our  foes.  To  put  it  down,  the  first  glance  of  the  ad- 
ministration fell  on  you ;  and  you  were  again  summon- 
ed to  the  field  of  honour.  In  full  possession  of  your 
former  feelings,  that  summons  was  cheerfully  obeyed. 
Before  your  enemy  thought  you  in  motion,  you  were 
«.t  Tallushatchee  and  Talladega.  The  thunder  of  your 
arms  was  a  signal  to  them  that  the  slaughter  of  your 
countrymen  was  about  to  be  avenged.  You  fought,  you 
conquered !  barely  enough  of  the  foe  escaped  to  recount 
to  their  savage  associates  your  deeds  of  valour.  You 
returned  to  this  place  loaded  wdth  laurels  and  the  ap- 
plauses of  your  country. 

"  Can  it  be,  that  these  brave  men  are  about  to  be^ 
come  the  tarnisliers  of  their  own  reputation ! — the  de- 
stroyers of  a  name  which  does  them  so  much  honour? 
Yes,  it  is  a  truth  too  w^ell  disclosed,  that  cheerfulness 
has  been  exchanged  for  complaints: — murmurings  and 
discontents  alone  prevail.  Men  who  a  little  while  since 
were  offering  up  prayers  for  permission  to  chastise  the 
merciless  savage — who  burned  with  impatience  to  teach 
them  how  much  they  had  hitherto  been  indebted  to 
our  forbearance,  are  now,  when  they  could  so  easily 
attain  their  wishes,  seeking  to  be  discharged.  The 
heart  of  your  general  has  been  pierced.  The  first 
object  of  his  military  affections,  and  the  first  glory  of 
his  life,  were  the  volunteers  of  Tennessee !  The  very 
name  recalls  to  him  a  thousarid  endearing  recollections. 
But  these  men — these  volunteers,  have  become  mu- 
tineers. The  feelings  he  would  have  indulged,  your 
general  has  been  compelled  to  suppress — he  has  been 
compelled  by  a  i-egard  to  that  subordination,  so  neces- 
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Sary  to  the  support  of  every  army,  and  which  he  is 
bound  to  have  observed,  to  check  the  disorder  vrhich 
would  have  destroyed  you.  He  has  interposed  his 
authority  for  your  safety — to  prevent  you  from  disgra- 
cing yourselves  and  your  country.  Tranquillity  has 
been  restored  in  our  camp — contentment  shall  also  be 
restored ;  this  can  be  done  only  by  permitting  those  to 
retire  whose  dissatisfaction  proceeds  from  causes  that 
can  not  be  controlled.  This  permission  will  now  be 
given.  Your  country  will  dispense  with  your  services, 
if  you  have  no  longer  a  regard  for  that  fame  which 
you  have  so  nobly  earned  for  yourselves  and  her. — 
Yes,  soldiers,  you  who  were  once  so  brave,  and  to 
whom  honour  was  so  dear,  shall  be  permitted  tO  re- 
turn to  your  homes,  if  you  still  desire  it.  But  in  what 
language,  when  you  arrive,  will  you  address  your  fami* 
lies  and  friends  ?  Will  you  tell  them  that  you  abandoned 
your  general  and  your  late  associates  inarms  within  fifty 
miles  of  a  savage  enemy;  who  equally  delights  in  shed- 
ding the  blood  of  the  innocent  female  and  her  sleeping 
babe,  as  that  of  the  warrior  contending  in  battle.  La- 
mentable, disgraceful  tale!  If  your  dispositions  are 
really  changed ;  if  you  fear  an  enemy  you  so  lately  con- 
quered ;  this  day  will  prove  it.  I  now  put  it  to  yourselves ; 
— determine  upon  the  part  you  will  act,  influenced  only 
by  the  suggestions  of  your  own  hearts,  and  your  own 
understandings.  All  who  prefer  an  inglorious  retire- 
ment, shall  be  ordered  to  Nashville,  to  be  discharged,  as 
the  president  or  the  governor  may  direct.  Those  who 
choose  to  remain,  and  unite  with  their  general  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  campaign,  can  do  so,  and  will 
thereby  furnish  a  proof  that  they  have  been  greatly 
traduced;  and  that  although  disaffection  and  cowardice 
has  reached  the  hearts  of  some,  it  has  not  reached  theirs. 
To  such  my  assurance  is  given,  that  former  irregularities 
will  not  be  attributed  to  them.  They  shall  be  immedi- 
ately organized  into  a  separate  corps,  under  ofiicers  of 
their  own  choice;  and,  in  a  little  while,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  of  adding  to 
the  laurels  you  have  already  won." 
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Warm  and  feeling  as  was  the  appeal,  it  failed  of  the 
desired  effect.  Captain  Williamson  alone  agreed  to 
remain.  Finding  that  their  determination  to  abandon 
the  service  could  not  be  changed,  and  that  every  prin- 
ciple of  patriotism  was  forgotten,  the  general  commu- 
nicated his  order  to  general  Hall,  and  directed  him  to 
march  his  brigade  to  Nashville,  and  await  such  instruc- 
tions as  he  might  receive  from  the  president,  or  the 
governor  of  Tennessee. 

General  Cocke,  on  the  12th,  had  arrived  at  Fort 
Strother  with  fifteen  hundred  men;  but  it  was  found 
from  his  report,  that  no  part  of  his  troops  had  been 
brought  into  the  field  under  the  requisition  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States:^  and  that  the  term  of  service 
©f  the  greater  portion  of  them  would  expire  in  a  few 
days;  and  of  the  whole  in  a  few  weeks.  In  consequence 
of  this,  he  was  ordered  into  his  district,  to  comply  with 
that  requisition,  and  to  carry  back  with  him  and  to  dis- 
charge near  their  homes,  those  of  his  troops,  the  period 
of  whose  service  was  within  a  short  time  of  being  ended. 
The  reason  of  this  was  explained  in  an  address  to  the 
brigade,  in  which  they  were  entreated,  when  they  sliould 
have  obtained  the  necessaries  which  a  winter's  cam- 
paign should  render  necessary,  to  return  into  the  held, 
and  aid  in  completing  what  had  been  so  successfully 
begun.  ColoFxel  Lilliard's  regiment,  v/hich  consisted  of 
about  eight  hundred,  and  whose  term  of  service  would 
not  expire  In  less  than  four  weeks,  was  retained  to  assist 
in  defending  the  present  post,  and  in  keeping  open  the- 
communication  with  Deposit,  until  the  expected  rein- 
forcements should  arrive  from  Tennessee. 

Meantime  the  cavalry  and  mounted  riflemen,  who, 
under  an  express  stipulation  to  return  and  complete  the 
campaign,  had  been  permitted  to  retire  into  the  settle- 
ments, to  recruit  their  horses  and  procure  winter  cloth- 
ing, had  at  the  time  appointed,  re-assembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Huntsville.  But,  catching  the  infection  of 
discontent  from  the  infantry,  on  their  return  march,  they 
began  now  to  clamour  w4th  equal  earnestness  for  a  dis- 
charge.    The  eavalry  insisted  that  they  were  as  well 
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entitled  to  it  as  the  infantry;  and  the  riflemen,  that  they 
could  not  be  held  in  service  after  the  24th,  that  being 
three  months  from  the  time  they  had  been  mustered: — 
and  that  as  that  day  was  so  near  at  hand,  jt  was  wholly 
useless,  to  advance  any  farther. 

General  Coffee,  who  was  confined  at  Huntsville  by 
severe  indisposition,  employed  all  the  means  which  hi» 
debilitated  strength  would  allow,  to  remove  the  danger- 
ous impression  they  had  so  readily  imbibed,  and  to  re- 
claim them  to  a  sense  of  honour  and  of  duty:  but  all 
his  efforts  proved  unavailing.     He  immediately  ordered 
his  brigade  to  head-quartern:  they  had  proceeded   as 
far  as  Ditto's  ferry,  when  the  greater  part  of  them  refu- 
sing to  cross  the  rivei",  returned  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
committing  on   the    route   innumerable   irregularities, 
which  there  w^as  no  force   sufHcient  to   restrain.     Not 
more  than  seven  hundred  of  the  brigade  could  be  gotten 
over;  who,  having  marched  to  Deposit,  were  directed 
to  be  halted,  until  further  orders  could  be  obtained  from 
general  Jackson.      At   this  plac-e  they  committed    the 
wildest  extravagances;     profusely  wasting  the    public 
grain,  which,  with  much  difficulty  and  labour,  had  been 
collected  for  the  purpose  of  the  campaign ;  and  indul- 
ging in  every  species  of  excess.      Whilst  thus  rioting, 
they  continue^  to.  clamour  vociferously  for   their  dis- 
charge.    General  Coffee  finding  his  utmost  efforts  inef- 
fectual, to  restrain  or  to  quiet  them,  wrote  to  Jackson, 
acquainting  him  with  their  conduct  and  demands,  and 
enclosing  a  .petition  that  had  been  addressed  to  him  by 
the  rifle  regiment.     In  his  letter  he  says,  "I  am  of  opin- 
ion, the  sooner  they  can  be  gotten  clear  of  the  better; 
they  are  consuming  the  forage  that  will  be  necessary  for 
others,  and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  do  no  more  good. 
I  have  told  them,  their  petition  would  be  submitted  to 
you,  who  would  deoide  upon  it  in  the  shortest  possible 
time."     This  was  truly  disagreeable  news  to  the  gener- 
al.   Already  sufficiently  harrassed  by  the  discontents  and 
opposition  of  his  troops,  now  that  they  had  retired,  he 
looked  anxiously  forward,  in  hopesthat  the  tranquility  of 
his  camp  would  be  no  more  assailed.      On  the  brigade 
7* 
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of  Coffee,  he  had  placed  great  reliance,  and,  from  the 
pledges  it  had  given  him,  entertained  no  fears  but  that 
it  would  return  and  act  with  him,  as  soon  as  he  should 
be  ready  to  proceed.  '  He  replied  to  general  Coffee, 
and  taking  a  view  of  tiie  grounds  and  causes  of  their 
complaints,  endeavoured  to  reconcile  their  objections, 
and  persuade  them  to  a  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
they  had  undertaken,  and  covenanted  to  perform. 

The  signers  of  that  address,  observes  the  general, 
commence  by  saying,  "that  jealousy  is  prevailing  in  our 
camp,  with  respect  to  the  understanding  between  them- 
selves and  the  government,  relative  to  the  service  re- 
quired of  them;  and,  believing  it  to  be  its  policy  to  act 
fairly,  are  of  opinion  that  a  full  explanation  of  their  case 
will  have  a  good  effect  in  promoting  the  cause  in  which 
they  are  engaged." 

"What  can  have  given  rise  to  this  jealousy,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conjecture;  for  surely  no  unfair  practices  were 
ever  used  by  their  government  to  get  them  into  the  ser- 
vice, nor  to  keep  them  in  it  longer  than  they  had  engar 
ged  to  remain.  How  long  that  was,  can  be  easily  de- 
termined by  the  law  under  which  they  were  accepted. 
This  was  open  to  all,  and  must  be  presumed  to  have 
been  understood  by  all.  But  for  a  complete  answer,  I 
send  you  and  refer  you  to  the  written  pledges,  of  both 
the  field  and  platoon  officers,  before  they  returned  to 
recruit  their  horses,  and  obtain  their  winter  clothing. — 
As  they  seem  completely  to  have  forgotten,  remind  them 
of  all  they  contain, — of  their  assurances  given,  that,  if 
what  they  asked  were  granted,  they  would  return,  at  the 
shortest  possible  notice,  prepared  and  willing  to  go 
through  the  winter  service,  or  to  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. Sensible  of  their  necessities,  and  confiding  fully 
in  the  promises  they  made,  and  signed  with  their  own 
names,  I  permitted  them,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  to  return 
into  the  settlements  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  fresk 
horses  and  additional  clothing;  and  required  them,  to 
which  they  readily  agreed,  to  rendezvous  in  Madison  on 
the  8th  instant.  They  have  returned,  and  now,  when 
every  calculation  is  made  upon  tiieir  services,  agreea- 
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bly  to  the  pledges  that  have  been  given,  they  send,  (in- 
stead of  coming,)  this  address.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  "explanation  of  their  case"  do  they  want? 
What  explanation  do  they  expect  their  general  to  give 
them?  Barely  to  remind  them  of  their  written  pledged, 
without  attempting  any  exposition  of  the  law,  under 
which  they  have  engaged,  is  surely  a  sufficient  answer. 
An  exposition  of  it  will  not  be  attempted  by  me;  not 
only  because  it  is  considered  unnecessary,  but  because 
my  opinion  on  it  has  been  already  frequently  given. 

"They  remark  further,  that  "they  are  returning  like 
deserters,  souring  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
government  and  the  officers,  which  will  prevent  others 
from  entering  into  the  service  of  their  country,  and  para- 
lyse the  spirit  of  every  citizen  of  T>ennessee."  That 
they  are  returning  home,  not  only  "like  deserters,"  but 
in  the  real  genuine  character  of  such,  is  indeed  a  lamen- 
table truth.  That  they  are  also  endeavouring  to  sour 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  government  and  the 
officers,  and  that  this  attempt  will  most  probably  be  suc- 
cessful, and  prevent  many  from  entering  the  service,  is, 
I  am  fearful,  too  true.  But,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
whom  is  this  to  be  ascribed— to  the  government,  or  to 
their  general?  or  rather  is  it  not  more  justly  chargeable 
to  themselves,  who,  having  entered  the  camp  trom  pat- 
riotic motives,  as  they  say- — having  engaged  with  their 
government,  and  pledged  themselves  to  their  general,  to 
prosecute  the  campaign  and  avenge  the  injured  rights  of 
their  country,  forgot  both  the  engagement  and  the 
pledge,  and  all  their  boasted  patriotism,  at  a  moment 
when  their  services  are  the  most  confidently  expected, 
and  the  most  eminently  needed. 

"I  can  not  conceive  how  the  idea  has  arisen,  that  they 
are  attempted  to  be  detained  without  their  consent. — 
To  say  nothing  of  the  length  of  service  realfy  required 
by  the  law  under  which  they  were  accepted,  have  not 
the  field  officers  given  their  written  consent  to  remain 
during  the  winter,  or  until  the  campaign  be  completed? 
Have  they  not  also  given  a  pledge  for  their  men,  and  thef^ 
officers  commanding  companies  and  platoons  j  and  have 
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not  those  company  and  platoon  officers,  too,  given  a  simi' 
lar  assurance  for  themselves  and  their  men  ?  Let  them 
look  to  these  pledges,  and  blush  at  their  conduct. 

"They  also  remark,  "If  any  tender  of  services,  for  a 
longer  time  than  a  tour  of  duty,  (three  months)  has 
been  made  to  the  general  government,  we  beg  leave 
to  say,  it  was  without  our  consent  or  knowledge ;  and 
we  are  convinced  that,  in  all  contracts  that  are  bind- 
ing, both  parties  must  fully  understand  and  consent  there- 
to. We  wish  to  be  permitted  to  return  home,  and  to 
return  under  such  circumstances  as  will  entitle  us  to 
be  praised,  instead  of  blamed,  by  those  who  so  gallantly 
led  us  to  battle." 

"To  this  I  answer,  that  no  tender  for  any  specified 
term  of  service  was  ever  made  to  the  general  govern- 
ment by  me,  or  by  any  other  within  my  knowledge. — 
As  regards  their  laze  remark,  that  men,  to  be  bound  by 
a  contract,  must  understand  and  consent  to  it,  it  will  be 
a  sufficient  answer,  thKt  those  who  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, under  a  public  law,  are  presumed  to  understand 
fully  all  its  provisions ;  or,  at  any  rate,  that  those  who 
sign  an  instrument  drawn  up  by  themselves,  cannot 
reasonably  be  supposed  ignorant  of  its  contents,  or  un- 
willing to  abide  by  its  terms.  But  they  must  be  luke- 
warm patriots  indeed,  who,  in  the  moment  of  danger 
and  necessity,  can  halt  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
to  argue  and  quibble  on  the  construction  of  laws  and 
statutes. 

"As  to  their  wish  "to  be  praised  instead  of  censured," 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  a  sentiment  should 
hold  a  place  in  the  breasts  of  men  who  are  about  to 
abandon  the  cause  of  their  country  at  such  a  moment 
as  this,  and  under  such  engagements.  Even  if  it  be 
possible  for  such  men  to  desire  praise,  from  their  present 
conduct  they  cannot  expect  it,  nor  believe  themselves  en- 
titled to  receive  it.  Before  they  can  have  determined 
to  enter  upon  such  a  course,  they  must  undoubtedly 
have  prepared  their  minds  to  meet  all  the  contumely 
aad  contempt  that  an  indignant  country  can  heap  upon 
Buch  wind-blown  patriots:  who,  when athomcj  claHiour- 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON.  81 

ed  so  vociferously  about  her  injured  rights,  and  having 
taken  up  arms  to  defend  them,  abandon  them  at  a  mo- 
ment when  they  are  most  in  danger.  A  grosser  ahment 
than  praise  mastbe  the  proper  nutriment  for  such  minds. 
If  it  were  possible  that  any  doiibt  could  exist,  under  the 
law  hy  wl-iich  Iheir  services  were  engaged,  has  not  the 
utmost  certainty  been  produced,  by  their  own  written 
undertakivigs,  subsequently  made  ?  But  on  the  question, 
whether  their  country  at  this  time,  needs  their 
services  in  the  field,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  And 
is  patriotism  to  be  measured  by  months,  and  weeks,  and 
days?  Is  it  by  such  a  computation,  that  the  volunteer, 
embarked  in  his  country's  defence,  hopes  to  entitle  him- 
self to  the  thanks  of  that  country,  when  her  rights  are 
assailed,  and  his  eftbrtscan  protect  them? — Be  it  so;  let 
it  be  even  granted,  that  these  men's  engagements  have 
expired  under  the  law; — has  their  sacred  pledge,  in 
writing,  and  has  their  love  of  country  expired?  If  these 
cannot  bind  them  to  a  faithful  performance  of  their  duty, 
I  know  of  nothing  by  which  I  can  hope  to  hold  them." 

Few  men  had  ever  imposed  on  them  the  necessity  of 
contending  with  greater  difficulties.  The  volunteers, 
proud  of  the  name,  and  conceiving  themselves  superior 
to  the  militia,  had  just  fought  their  first  battle;  and  if 
suffering  had  not  destroyed  their  early  excitement,  the 
same  fervour  with  which  they  sat  out  might  have  still 
continued;  but  the  negligence,  or  interested  views  of 
contractors,  had  introduced  such  discontents,  as  that  to 
repress  them,  boldness  and  energy  were  required.  But 
to  effect  this,  as  events  proved  was  impracticable,  inas- 
much as  the  termination  of  one  difficulty  seemed  but  the 
commencement  of  another.  It  is  not  wonderous  then, 
that  the  patience  of  the  general  should  have  been  ex- 
hausted ;  or  in  the  address  presented  he  should  have  in- 
dulged those  feelings  which  the  occasion  and  the  circum- 
stan<jes  were  so  well  calculated  to  inspire. 

To  have  addressed  them  in  a  strain  less  pointed  and 
independent,  or  to  have  endeavoured  to  sooth  their  dis- 
contents by  entreaty,  might  at  some  other  time,  and  un- 
der different  circumstances,  have  been  better  resorted  to 
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for  success ;  but  the  ineffectual  attempts  that  had  beeli 
made  with  his  infantry,  who  had  forsaken  the  camp,  in 
spite  of  every  thing  that  persuasion,  threats,  or  honour 
could  suggest,  left  but  a  narrow  basis  on  which  to  erect 
a  hope  of  his  being  able  to  detain  them.  There  was  but 
a  single  course  left ;  to  point  them  to  the  pledge  they  had 
given,  and  appeal  directly  to  their  honour,?believing  that 
if  this  were  unsuccessful,  there  was  "nothing  by  which 
he  could  hope  to  hold  them." 

Jackson  had  just  received  a  letter  from  the  governor 
of  Tennessee,  in  answer  to  his  frequent  and  pressing  in- 
quiries, as  to  the  disposition  which  should  be  made  of 
the  volunteers;  It  recommended  what  had  already, 
from  necessity,  been  done;  to  dismiss — not  discharge 
them,  because  the  latter  was  not  in  the  power  of  either 
of  them : — nor  was  their  dismission  to  be  given,  because 
founded  in  right ;  but  because,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, their  presence  could  not  prove  beneficial,  but 
highly  injurious.  To  induce  them  contentedly  to  re- 
main, the  governor  had  suggested  but  one  argument, 
which  had  not  already  been  unsuccessfully  attempted ; 
"  that  it  was  very  doubtful  if  the  government  would 
pay  them  for  the  services  they  had  already  rendered, 
if  abandoned  without  her  authority."  It  is  true,  that 
avarice  sometimes  alters  a  determination,  when  other 
considerations  have  failed  of  success;  whether  this  ap- 
peal might  not  result  beneficially  with  the  cavalry, 
whose  presence  was  greatly  desired,  was  at  least  wor- 
thy the  trial.  It  was  important,  however,  to  bring  it 
before  them  in  some  delicate  way  to  awaken  inquiry, 
and  guard  against  offence.  The  letter  was  therefore 
enclosed  for  their  inspection,  accompanied  with  these 
remarks: — "  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  govern- 
'  or  Blount,  which  I  hasten  to  transmit,  that  you  may 
avail  yourselves  of  whatever  benefits  and  privileges  it 
holds  out.  You  will  perceive,  that  he  does  not  consider 
he  has  any  power  to  discharge  you, — neither  have  I  :— 
but  you  have  my  permission  to  retire  from  the  service, 
if  you  are  still  desirous  of  doing  so,  apd  are  prepared, 
to  risk  the  consequences^" 
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These  letters,  so  far  from  answering  the  desired  end, 
had  a  directly  contrary  effect.  The  governor's  was  no 
sooner  read,  than  they  eagerly  laid  hold  of  it  to  support 
the  resolution  they  had  already  formed;  and  without 
further  ceremony  or  delay,  abandoned  the  campaign, 
with  their  colonel  at  their  head,  who,  so  far  from  having 
endeavoured  to  reconcile  them,  is  believed,  by  secret  ar- 
tifices, to  have  fomented  their  discontents. 

So  general  was  the  dissatisfaction  of  this  brigade,  and 
with  such  longing  anxiety  did  they  indulge  the  hope  of 
a  speedy  return  to  their  homes,  that  their  impatience 
did  not  permit  them  to  wait  the  return  of  the  messenger 
from  head-quarters.  Before  an  answer  could  reach 
general  Coffee,  they  had  broken  up  their  encampment 
at  Deposit,  re-crossed  the  river,  and  proceeded  four  miles 
beyond  Huntsville.  On  receiving  it.  Coffee  had  the 
brigade  drawn  up  in  solid  column,  and  the  letters  to- 
gether with  the  pledge  they  had  given,  read  to  them;  af- 
ter which  the  reverend  Mr.  Blackburn  endeavoured  in 
an  eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  pointed  oi^t  the  ruinous 
consequences  that  were  to  be  apprehended,  if  they  per- 
sisted- in  their  present  purpose,  to  recall  them  to  a  sense 
of  duty,  and  of  honour;  but  they  had  formed  their  re- 
solution too  steadfastly,  and  had  gone  too  extravagant 
lengths,  to  be  influenced  by  the  letter,  the  pledge,  or  the 
speech.  As  to  the  pledge,  a  few  said  they  had  net  au- 
thorized it  to  be  made ;  otliers,  that  as  the  general  had 
not  returned  an  immediate  acceptance,  they  did  not 
consider  themselves  bound  by  it;  but  the  greater  part 
candidJy  acknowledged,  that  they  stood  committed,  and 
were  without  any  justification  for  their  present  conduct. 
Nevertheless,  except  a  few  officers,  and  three  or  four 
privates,  the  whole  persisted  in  the  determination  to 
abandon  the  service.  Thus,  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
ihey  abandoned  their  post  and  their  duty,  and,  commit- 
ting innumerable  extravagances,  regardless  alike  of 
law  and  decency,  continued  their  route  to  their  respec- 
tive homes. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Discontents  of  the  militia. — Governor  Blount  recommends  an 
abandonment  of  the  service. — Jackson''s  reply  to  his  let- 
ter.—  The  governor  takes  measures  for'bringing  out  a  suf- 
ficient force. —  Conduct  of  general  Roberts. — His  brigade 
retires  from,  the  service. — Lieutenant  Kearley .-—General 
Jackson  endeavours  to  detain  the  East  Tennessee  troops. — 
His  address  to  them. — Arrival  of  additional  forces. — Ar- 
rest of  officers — Expedition  against  the  Indians. — His  mo- 
tives.— Battle  of  Emuckfaw. — General  Coffee  proceeds  to 
destroy  the  enemy'' s  fortif  cations . — Second  battle  of  Emuck- 
faw.— Troops  commence  their  return  march. — Ambuscade 
formed  by  the  Indians. — Battle  of  Enotichopco. 

The  events  just  portrayed,  satisfactorily  prove,  tiiat 
-militia  are  not  only  the  most  expensive  troops  in  war, 
but  such  as  can  not  be  relied  on  beyond  that  period 
where  excitement  and  buoyancy  of  spirit  is  preserved; 
and  even  then,  none  but  the  most  determined  officers 
can  controul  them.  Despondency  overtaking  them, 
their  efficiency  is  destroyed;  but,  v/hen  mutinous,  they 
are  worse  than  useless. 

But  whilst  these  unfortunate  events  were  transpir- 
ing in  the  rear,  matters  were  far  from  wearing  an  en- 
couraging aspect  at  head-quarters.  The  brigade  of 
West  Tennessee  militia,  at  no  time  full,  and  at  pre- 
sent, consisting,  in  consequence  of  numerous  deser^ 
lions,  of  only  about  six  hundred,  imitating  the  evil 
examples  lately  set  before  it,  began,  as  the  day  on 
which  they  imagined  themselves  entitled  to  a  dis- 
charge was  approaching,  to  turn  their  attention  to- 
wards home.  Believing  that  three  months  constituted 
the  tour  of  duty  contemplated  in  the  act  under  v/hich 
their  services  had  been  engaged,  ihej  insisted  that  it 
would  terminate   on    the   4th  of  the  ensuing  month. 
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This,  however,  was  a  construction  that  Jackson  was 
bj  no  means  disposed  to  admit.  It  is  true,  the  act  had 
not  defined  the  term  of  their  engagement;  but  it  had 
specified  the  object  of  calling  them  out,  viz,  to  subdue 
the  Indians;  and  as  that  object  had  not  yet  been  at- 
tained, it  was  believed,  that  at  present,  tbe}^  vrere  not 
entitled  to  a  discharge.  In  addition  to  this,  these 
troops,  although  raised  by  the  state  authorities,  had 
been,  by  the  particular  recommendation  of  the  legis- 
lature, received  into  the  service  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, under  the  act  of  congress  authorizing  the  pre- 
sident to  call  out  a  hundred  thousand  n:iiiitia,  to  serve 
for  six  months,  unless  by  his  own  order  they  should 
be  previously  dismissed.  So  that,  whether  the  act  of 
congress,  or  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  w^ere  taken 
as  the  governing  rule  in  tb4s  case,  it  was  believed 
there  was  no  authority  competent  to  cslend  to  ikem 
a  discharge,  at  the  time  it  was  threatened  to  be  de- 
manded. The  militia  of  East  Tennessee,  having  been 
specially  mustered  into  service  for  three  months, 
would,  of  course,  be  entitled  to  claim  their  dismissal 
at  the  expiration  of  that  period ;  heace  colonel  Lil- 
iiard's  regiment,  which  constituted  more  than  one  half 
the  present  force  at  head-quarters,  would  be  lost  to  the 
service  on  the  14th  of  next  month. 

With  the  failure  of  general  Cocke,  to  bring  into  the 
field  the  number  and  description  of  troops  which  he 
had  been  ordered  to  raise  under  the  requisition  of  the 
president,  as  well  as  wdth  the  temper  and  demands  of 
those  who  were  in  service,  Jackson  kept  the  gover- 
nor of  Tennessee  correctly  advised ;  and  omitted  no  op- 
portunity of  entreating  him,  in  the  most  pressing  man- 
ner, to  take  the  earliest  measures  for  supplying  by 
draft,  or  voluntary  enlistment,  the  present  deficiency, 
as  well  as  that  which,  from  every  appearance,  v^as 
soon  to  be  expected.  To  these  solicitations,  he  had 
now  received  the  governor's  answer,  who  stated,  that, 
having  given  an  order  to  bring  into  the  field  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  detached  militia,  as  was  required  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  and  a  thousand  volunteers,  under 
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the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  of  the  24th 
September,  he  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  grant 
any  new  mandate,  although  satisfied  that  the  first  had 
not  been  complied  with ;  that  he  viewed  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  campaign,  attended  as  it  was  with 
so  many  embarrassments,  as  a  fruitless  endeavour;  and 
concluded  by  recommending,  as  advisable,  to  withdraw 
the  troops  into  the  settlements,  and  suspend  all  active 
operations  until  the  general  government  should  pro- 
vide more  effectual  means  for  conducting  it  to  a  fa- 
vourable result.  Jackson,  far  from  having  any  intention 
to  yield  to  this  advice,  determined  to  oppose  it.  Still, 
however,  he  was  greatly  concerned  at  the  view  the 
chief  magistrate  of  his  state  seemed  to  take  of  a  quee- 
tion  of  such  vital  importance;  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  unfold  himself  fully,  and  to  suggest  the 
course,  which,  he  believed,  on  the  present  occasion,  it 
behoved  them  both  to  pursue:  pointing  out  the  ruinous 
consequences  that  might  be  expected  to  result  from  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  he  had  undertaken  to  recom^ 
mend; — he  continues: 

"  Had  your  wish,  that  I  should  discharge  a  part  of 
my  force,  and  retire,  with  the  residue,  iiito  the  settle- 
ments, assumed  the  form  of  a  positive  order,  it  might 
have  furnished  me  some  apology  for  pursuing  such  a 
course;  but  by  no  means  a  full  justification.  As  you 
would  have  no  power  to  give  such  an  order,  I  could 
not  be  inculpable  in  obeying,  with  my  eyes  open  to 
the  fatal  consequences  that  would  attend  it.  But  a 
bare  recommendation,  founded,  as  I  am  satisfied  it 
must  be,  on  the  artful  suggestions  of  those  fire-side 
patriots,  who  seek,  in  a  failure  of  the  expedition,  an  ex- 
cuse for  their  own  supineness;  and  upon  the  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  discontented  from  the  army,  who  wish 
it  to  be  believed,  that  the  difficulties  which  overcame 
their  patriotism  are  wholly  insurmountable,  would  af- 
ford me  but  a  feeble  shield  against  the  reproaches  of 
my  country  or  my  conscience.  Believe  me,  my  respec- 
ted friend,  the  remarks  I  make  proceed  from  the  purest 
-praonal  regard.     If  you  would  preserve  your  reputa- 
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tion,  or  that  of  the  state  over  which  you  preside,  you 
must  take  a  straight-forward,  determined  course;  re- 
gardless of  the  applause  or  censure  of  the  populace, 
and  of  the  forebodings  of  that  dastardly  and  designing 
crew,  who,  at  a  time  like  this,  may  be  expected  to  cla- 
mour continually  in  your  ears.  The  very  wretches  whx> 
now  beset  you  with  evil  counsel^  will  be  the  first,  should 
the  measures  which  they  recommend  eventuate  in  dis- 
aster, to  call  down  imprecations  on  your  head,  and  load 
you  with  reproaches.  Your  country  is  in  danger: — ap- 
ply its  resources  to  it  its  defence !  Can  any  course  be 
more  plain?  Do  you,  my  friend,  at  such  a  moment  as 
the  present,  sit  with  your  arms  folded,  and  your  heart 
at  ease,  waiting  a  solution  of  your  doubts,  and  a  defini- 
tion of  your  powers  1  Do  you  wait  for  special  instructions 
from  the  secretary  at  war,  which  it  is  impossible  for 
you  to  receive  in  time,  for  the  danger  that  threatens? 
How  did  the  venerable  Shelby  act,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances; or  rather,  under  circumstances  by  no 
means  so  critical?  Did  he  Wait  for  orders  to  do  what 
every  man  of  sense  knew-^what  every  patriot  felt — to 
be  right?  He  did  not;  and  yet  how  highly  and  justly 
did  the  government  extol  his  manly  and  energetic  con- 
duct! and  how  dear  has  his  name  become  to  every  friend 
of  his  country! 

"  You  say,  that  an  order  to  bring  the  necessary  quota 
of  men  into  the  field  has  been  given,  and  that  of  course 
your  power  ceases ;  and  although  you  are  made  sensible 
that  the  order  has  been  wholly  neglected,  you  can  take 
no  measure  to  remedy  the  omission.  Widely  different, 
indeed,  is  my  opinion.  I  consider  it  your  imperious  du- 
ty, when  the  men,  called  for  by  your  authority,  founded 
upon  that  of  the  government,  are  known  not  to  be  in  the 
field,  to  see  that  they  be  brought  there;  and  to  take  im- 
mediate measures  with  the  officer,  who,  charged  with  the 
execution  of  your  order,  omits  or  neglects  to  do  it.  As 
the  executive  of  the  state,  it  is  your  duty  to  see  that  the 
full  quota  of  troops  be  constantly  kept  in  the  field,  for  the 
time  they  have  been  required.  You  are  responsible  to 
the  government ;  your  officer  to  you.     Q(  what  avail  is 
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it  to  give  an  order,  if  it  be  never  executed,  and  may  be 
disobeyed  with  impunity?  Is  it  by  empty  mandates  that 
we  can  hope  to  conquer  our  enemies,  and  save  our  de- 
fenceless frontiers  from  butchery  and  devastation?  Be- 
lieve me,  my  valued  friend,  there  are  times  when  it  is 
highly  criminal  to  shrink  from  repsonsibility,  or  scruple 
about  the  exercise  of  our  powers.  There  are  times 
when  we  must  disregard  punctilious  etiquette,  and  think 
only  of  serving  our  country.  What  is  really  our  present 
situation?  The  enemy  we  have  been  sent  to  subdue, 
may  be  said,  if  we  stop  at  this,  to  be  only  exasperated. — ■ 
The  commander-in-chief,  general  Pinckney,  who  sup- 
poses me  by  this  time,  prepared  for  renewed  operations, 
has  ordered  me  to  advance  and  form  a  junction  with  the 
Georgia  army :  and,  upon  the  expectation  that  I  will  do 
$0,  are  all  his  arrangements  formed  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  campaign.  Will  it  do  to  defeat  his  plans,  and 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  Georgia  army?  The  gen- 
eral government,  too,  believe,  and  have  a  right  to  be- 
lieve, that  we  have  not  less  than  five  thousand  men  in 
the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country ;  and  on  this  opinion  are 
all  their  calculations  bottomed ;  and  must  they  all  be 
frustrated,  and  I  become  the  instrument  by  which  it  is 
done?  God  forbid! 

"You  advise  me  to  discharge  or  dismiss  from  service* 
until  the  vvill  of  the  president  can  be  known,  such  por- 
tion of  the  militia  as  have  rendered  three  months'  ser- 
vice. This  advice  astonishes  me,  even  more  than  the 
former.  I  have  no  such  discretionary  power ;  and  if  I 
had,  it  would  be  impolitic  and  ruinous  to  exercise  it. — 
i  beheved,  the  nfiilitia  who  were  not  specially  received 
for  a  shorter  period,  were  engaged  for  six  months,  un- 
less the  objects  of  the  expedition  should  be  sooner  attain- 
ed; and  in  this  opinion  I  was  greatly  strengthened 
by  your  letter  of  the  1 5th,  in  which  you  say,  when  an- 
swering my  inquiry  upon  this  subject,  "the  militia  are 
detached  for  six  months' service;"  nor  did  I  know,  or 
suppose,  you  had  a  different  opinion,  until  the  arrival  of 
your  last  letter.  This  opinion  must,  I  suppose,  agreea- 
bly to  your  request,  be  made  known  to  general  Roberts^ 
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brigade,  and  then  the  consequences  are  not  difficult  to 
be  foreseen.     Every  man  belonging  to  it  will  abandon 
me  on  the  4th  of  next  month ;  nor  shall  I  have  the  means 
of  preventing  it,  but  by  the  application  of  force,  which, 
under  such  circumstances,  I  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
use.     I  have  laboured  hard  to  reconcile  these  men  to  a 
continuance  in  service  until  they  could  be  honourably 
discharged,  and  had  hoped  I  had,  in  a  great  measure, 
succeeded;  but  your  opinion,  operating  wdth  their  own 
prejudices,  will  give  a  sanction  to  their  conduct,  and 
render  useless  any  further  attempts.      They   will  go; 
but  I  can  neither  discharge  nor  dismiss  them.  '  Shall  I 
be  told,  that  as  they  will  go,  it  may  as  well  be  peaceably 
permitted ;  can  that  be  any  good  reason  why  I  should  do 
an  unauthorized  act?     Is  it  a  good  reason  why  I  should 
violate  the  order  of  my  superior  ofHcer,  and  evince  a 
willingness  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  my  government? — 
And  wherein  does  the  "sound  policy"  of  the  measures 
that  have  been  recommended  consist?  or  in  what  way 
are  they  "likely  to  promote  the  public  good?"      Is  it 
sound  policy  to  abandon  a  conquest  thus  iar  made,  and 
deliver  up  to  havoc,  or  add  to  the  number  of  our  ene- 
mies, those  friendly  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  who,  rely- 
ing on  our  protection,  hare  espoused  our  cause,  and  aid- 
ed us  with  their  arms?      Is  it  good  policy  to  turn  loose 
upon  our  defenceless  frontiers  five  thousand  exasperated 
savages,  to  reek  their  hands  once  more  in  the  blood  of 
our  citizens  ?     What !  retrograde  under  such  circumstan- 
ces !    I  will  perish  first.     No,  I  will  do  my  duty :    I  will 
hold  the  posts  I  have  established,  until  ordered  to  aban- 
don them  by  the  commanding  general,  or  die  in  the 
struggle ; — long  since  have  I  determined  not  to  seek  the 
preservation  of  life  at  the  sacrifice  of  reputation. 

"But  our  frontiers,  it  seems,  are  to  be  defended,  and 
by  whom  ?  By  the  very  force  that  is  now  recommended 
to  be  dismissed :  for  I  am  first  told  to  retire  into  the  set- 
tlements and  protect  the  frontiers ;  next  to  discharge  my 
troops;  and  then,  that  no  measures  can  be  taken  for  rais- 
ing others.  No,  my  friend,  if  troops  be  given  me,  it  15 
not  by  loitering  on  the  frontiers  that  I  will  seek  tp  give 
8*  - 
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protection; — they  are  to  be  defended,  if  defended  at  alfj 
in  a  very  different  manner; — by  carrying  the  war  into 
the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  All  other  hopes  of 
defence  are  more  visionary  than  dreams.  What  then 
is  to  be  done?  I'll  tell  you  what.  You  have  only  to 
act  with  the  energy  and  decision  the  crisis  demands,  and 
all  will  be  well.  Send  me  a  force  engaged  for  six 
months,  and  I  will  answer  for  the  result, — but  withhold 
It,  and  all  is  lost, — the  reputation  of  the  state,  and  your's, 
and  mine  along  with  it." 

This  letter  had  considerable  effect  with  the  governor. 
On  receiving  it,  he  immediately  determined  on  a  course 
of  greater  efficiency,  and  ordered  from  the  second  divi- 
sion twenty-five  hundred  of  the  militia,  for  a  tour  of 
three  months,  to  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville  on  the  28th 
of  January.  The  command  was  given  to  brigadier-gen- 
eral  Johnston,  with  orders  to  proceed  without  delay,  by 
detachments,  or  otherwise,  to  Fort  Strother.  He  in- 
structed general  Cocke  to  execute  the  order  he  had 
received  from  Jackson,  for  raising  from  his  division  hig 
required  quota  of  troops,  and  to  bring  them, to  the  field 
as  early  as  possible. 

These  measures  were  taken  by  the  governor  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  first  views  of  their  impropriety — without 
any  special  directions  from  the  government.  If  any 
doubts,  however,  remained  of  the  correctness  of  the 
course  adopted,  they  were  soon  after  dispelled  by  a  let- 
ter from  the  secretary  of  war,  stating  that  he  was  "  au- 
thorized to  supply,  by  militia  drafts  or  volunteers,  any 
deficiency  that  might  arise,  and  without  referring  on  that 
head  to  the  department  of  war." 

General  Roberts,  who  had  been  ordered  back  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiencies  in  his  brigade,  returned  on  the  27th 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  men,  mustered  for  three 
months.  Having  halted  them  a  few  miles  in  rear  of  the 
camp,  he  proceeded  thither  himself,  to  learn  of  the  com- 
jmanding  general,  whether  the  troops  he  had  brought  on 
-would  be  received  for  the  term  they  had  stipulated,  in- 
asmuch as  they  were  unwilling  to  advance  further  until 
this  point  was  settled.    J  ackson  aoewcred,  that  although 
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he  j^reatiy  prefered  they  should  be  engaged  for  six  months, 
Or  during  the  campaign,  yet  he  had  no  wish  to  alter  any 
engagement  made  with  general  Roberts,  and  would  glad- 
ly receive  them  for  the  period  they  had  been  mustered ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  would  discharge  them. 
Notwithstanding  this  assurance,  with  which  he  was  in» 
structed  to  make  them  fully  acquainted,  for  some  un- 
known cause,  they  suddenly  formed  the  determination 
to  abandon  their  engagements  and  return  home,  without 
gaining  even  a  sight  of  the  camp.  To  the  misconduct  ol 
their  general,  was  it  justly  to  be  attributed.  By  halting 
them  in  the  neighbourhood,  until  he  could  go  to  head- 
quarters and  "  make  terms"  for  their  acceptance,  he  had 
impressed  them  with  the  belief  that  their  obligations  as 
yet  extended  only  to  himself;  from  which  he  promised, 
to  absolve  them,  if  the  terms  he  should  be  able  to  make, 
should  be  less  favourable  than  they  expected.  And 
even  after  general  Jackson  had  assented  to  all  that  was 
Or  could  be  asked  in  their  behalf,  and  that  assent  had 
been  reduced  to  writing,  Roberts,  either  from  not  un- 
derstanding what  was  done,  or  from  a  desire  to  injure 
the  service,  hastened  back  to  his  men,— informed  them 
that  he  had  been  unable  to  effect  an  accomplishment  of 
their  object- — seriously  lamented  having  induced  thens 
from  their  homes,  and  concluded  by  gravely  remarking, 
that  he  freely  exonerated  them  from  all  the  obligations 
they  were  under  to  him.  They,  just  as  gravely  conclu- 
ded they  would  go  no  further;  and,  turning  about,  com- 
menced their  return  home.  The  affair,  however,  was 
soon  presented  very  differently  to  his  mind.  The  care- 
less indifference  with  which  he  had  first  treated  it  had 
subsided;  and  his  fears  took  the  alarm  on  receiving 
from  general  Jackson,  an  order  to  parade  immediately 
before  the  fort  the  men  he  had  reported  to  have  brought 
into  the  field.  He  came  forward,  now,  to  excuse  what 
had  happened,  and  to  solicit  permission  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  the  refugees,  whom  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
bring  back.  Overtaking  them,  at  the  distance  of  twen- 
ty miles,  he  endeavoured,  in  a  very  gentle  manner,  to 
Sooth  their  discontents,  and  prevail  on  them  to  return  j 
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but  having  been  discharged,  and  absolved  fully  from  the 
engagements  they  had  at  first  entered  into,  they  laugh- 
ed at  the  folly  of  his  errand.  Unable  to  effect  his  ob- 
ject, he  remained  with  them  during  the  night;  and  in 
the  morning  set  out  for  camp,  and  his  new  recruits  for 
home.  On  arriving  at  head-quarters,  he  ascrf"ibed  his 
failure  to  the  practices  of  certain  officers,  whom  he 
named,  and  who,  he  said,  had  stirred  up  a  spirit  of  mu- 
tiny and  desertion  among  the  men  to  such  a  degree,  that 
all  his  efforts  to  retain  them  had  proved  unavailing. — 
Jackson,  who  could  not  view  this  incident  with  the 
same  carelessness  and  indifference  that  Roberts  did,  im- 
mediately issued  an  order,  directing  him  to  proceed, 
forthwith,  in  pursuit  of  the  deserters,  and  have  them  ap- 
prehended and  brought  back.  In  the  execution  of  this 
order,  he  was  commanded  to  call  to  his  aid  any  troops 
in  the  United  States'  service  within  the  county  of  Mad- 
ison, or  in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  to  exert  all  his 
power  and  authority,  as  a  military  officer,  within  his  own 
brigade ;  and  in  the  event  he  should  not  be  able  to  col- 
lect a  sufficient  force  to  march  them  safely  to  head-quar- 
ters, to  confine  them  in  jails,  and  make  a  report  thereof, 
without  delay.  This  order  was  accompanied  with  an 
assurance,  that  all  who  should  return  willingly  to  their 
duty,  except  those  officers  who  had  bieen  reported  as 
the  instigators,  would  be  pardoned.  Many  of  the  men 
and  several  of  the  officers,  who  had  been  charged  as  en- 
couraging the  revolt,  learning  the  nature  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  were  about  to  be  enforced  against  them,  re- 
turned of  their  own  accord  to  camp;  and  concurred  in 
ascribing  their  late  misconduct  entirely  to  their  general. 
He  was  afterwards  arrested,  and  upon  this  and  other 
charges  exhibited  against  him,  sentenced  by  a  court- 
martial  to  be  cashiered. 

Tjie  day  had  arrived,  when  that  portion  of  the  mili- 
tia, which  had  continued  in  service,  claimed  to  be  dis- 
•harged;  and  insisted,  tliat  whether  this  were  given  to^ 
them  or  not,  they  would  abandon  the  campaign  and  re- 
turn home.  Jackson  believed  them  not  entitled  to  it, 
and  hence,  that  he  had  no  right  to  give  it;  but  since- 
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governor  Blount  had  said  differently,  and  his  opinion, 
as  was  requested,  had  been  promulgated,  he  felt  it  to  be 
improper  that  he  should  attempt  the  exercise  of  author- 
ity to  detain  them.  Nevertheless,  believing  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  keep  them,  he  issued  a  general  order,  command- 
ing all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
his  command,  not  to  leave  the  encampment  without  his 
written  permission,  under  the  penalties  annexed,  by  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  to  the  crime  of  desertion. — 
This  was  accompanied  by  an  address,  in  which  they 
were  exhorted,  by  all  those  motives  which  he  supposed 
would  be  most  likely  to  have  any  influence,  to  remain 
at  their  posts  until  they  could  be  legally  discharged. — 
Neither  the  order  nor  the  address  availed  any  thing. — 
On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  January,  the  officer  of  the 
day  reported,  that  on  visiting  his  guard,  half  after  ten 
o'clock,  he  found  neither  the  officer,  (heutenant  Kear- 
ley,)  nor  any  of  the  sentinels  at  their  posts.  Upon  this 
information,  general  Jackson  ordered  the  arrest  of 
Kearleyj  who  refused  to  surrender  his  sword,  alleging  it 
should  protect  him  to  Tennessee;  that  he  was  a  free- 
man, and  not  subject  to  the  orders  of  general  Jackson^ 
or  any  body  else.  This  being  made  known  to  the  gen- 
eral, he  issued,  immediately,  this  order  to  the  adjutant- 
general:  "You  will  forthwith  cause  the  guards  to  par- 
ade, with  captain  Gordon's  company  of  spies,  and  arrest 
lieutenant  Kearley ;  and,  in  case  you  shall  be  resisted  in 
the  execution  of  this  order,  you  are  commanded  to  op- 
pose force  to  force^  and  arrest  him  at  all  hazards.  Spare 
the  effusion  of  blood,  if  possible ;  but  mutiny  must,  and 
shall  be  put  down."  Colonel  Sitler^  with  the  guards 
and  Gordon's  company,  immediately  proceeded  in 
search,  and  found  him  at  the  head  of  his  company,  on 
the  lines,  which  were  formed,  and  about  to  be  march- 
ed off.  He  was  ordered  to  halt,  but  refused.  The 
adjutant-general,  finding  it  necessary,  directed  the 
guards  to  stop  him;  and  again  demanded  his  ^ord, 
which  he  again  refused  to  deliver.  The  guards  were 
commanded  to  fire  on  him  if  he  did  not  immediately  de- 
liver it,  and  had  already  cocked  their  guns.      At  this 


94  Liffi  OP  GENERAL  JACKSO]?. 

order,  the  lieutenant  cocked  his,  and  his  men  followed 
the  example.  General  Jackson,  informed  of  what  was 
passing,  had  hastened  to  the  scene,  and  arriviftg  at  this 
moment,  personally  demanded  of  Kearly  his  sword^ 
which  he  still  obstinately  refused  to  deliver.  Incensed 
at  his  conduct,  and  viewing  the  example  as  too  danger- 
ous to  be  passed  in  silence,  he  snatched  a  pistol  from  his 
holster,  and  was  already  levelling  it  at  the  breast  of 
ICearley,  when  the  adjutant-general  interposing  betweeri 
them,  urged  him  to  surrender  his  sword.  At  this  mo- 
ment, a  friend  of  the  lieutenant,  who  was  present,  dre\^ 
it  from  the  scabbard,  and  presented  it  to  colonel  Sitler^ 
who  refused  to  receive  it.  It  was  then  returned  to 
Kearley,  who  now  delivered  it,  and  was  placed  under 
guard.  During  this  crisis,  both  parties  remained  with 
their  arms  ready,  and  prepared  for  firing;  and  a  scene  of 
bloodshed  was  narrowly  escaped. 

Kearly  being  confined,  and  placed  Under  guard,  be- 
eame  exceedingly  penitent,  and  earnestly  supplicated  the 
general  for  a  pardon.  He  stated  that  the  absence  of 
the  guards  and  sentinels  from  their  post  had  been  owing 
to  the  recommendation  and  advice  of  the  brigade-major; 
that  his  not  delivering  his  sword,  when  it  was  first  de- 
manded, was  attributable  to  the  influence  and  arguments 
of  others,  who  had  persuaded  him  it  was  not  his  duty  to 
do  so;  that  he  had  afterwards  come  to  the  determination 
to  surrender  himself  but  was  dissuaded  by  those  who  as- 
sured him  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  of  character,  and  that 
they  would  share  in  his  disobedience  and  protect  him  in 
the  hour  of  danger ;  why  he  still  resisted,  in  the  presence 
of  the  general,  was,  that  being  at  the  head  of  his  compa- 
ny, and  having  undertaken  to  carry  them  home,  he  was 
restrained,  at  the  moment,  by  a  false  idea  of  honour. — 
This  application  was  aided  by  certificates  of  several  of 
the  most  respectable  officers,  then  in  camp,  attesting 
his  previously  uniform  good  behaviour,  and  expressing 
a  belief  that  his  late  misconduct  was  wholly  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  interference  of  others.  Influenced  by  these 
reasons,  but  particularly  by  an  apprehension  of  the  se- 
ductions which  he  believed  had  been  practised  upon 
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him,  by  older  and  more  experienced  officers  in  his  regi- 
ment, the  general  thought  proper  to  order  his  liberation 
from  arrest, and  his  sword  to  be  restored  to  him.  Never 
was  a  man  more  sensible  of  the  favour  he  had  received, 
or  more  devoted  to  his  benefactor,  than  he  afterwards 
became. 

While  these  proceedings  were  taking  place,  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  captain  Willis's 
company,  and  twenty-nine  of  hi.'-  men,  continued  their 
march  towards  home,  leaving  behind,  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  campaign,  and  the  defence  of  Fort 
Strother,  a  single  regiment  of  militia,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice was  within  a  few  weeks  of  expiring;  two  small 
companies  of  spies,  and  one  of  artillery.  As  this  regi- 
ment had  often  professed  a  desire  to  be  led  against  the 
enemy,  and  to  contend  in  battle,  before  they  quitted  the 
service,  Jackson  flattered  himself  with  the  hope,  that 
they  would,  for  this  purpose,  willingly  reriiain  in  the 
field  a  few  days  beyond  the  period  of  their  engagements, 
Gn  the  next  day,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  test  their  pat- 
riotism and  to  detain  them  if  possible,  he  caused  to  be 
read  to  that  regiment  the  following  address. 

"  Your  general  having  reported  that  your  term  of  ser- 
vice will  expire  on  the  1 4th,  I  assume  no  claim  on  you 
beyond  that  period.  But  although  I  cannot  demand  as 
a  right,  the  continuance  of  your  services,  I  do  not  des- 
pair of  being  able  to  obtain  them  through  your  patriot- 
ism. For  what  purpose  was  it  that  you  quitted  your 
homes,  and  penetrated  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  ? 
Was  it  to  avenge  the  blood  of  your  fellow-citizens,  inhu- 
manly slain  by  that  enemy; — to  give  security  in  future 
to  our  extended  and  unprotected  frontier,  and  to  signal- 
ize the  valour  by  which  you  were  animated?  Will  any 
of  these  objects  be  attained  if  you  abandon  the  cam- 
paign at  the  time  you  contemplate?  Not  one!  Yet  an 
opportunity  shall  be  afforded  you,  if,  you  desire  it.  If  you 
have  been  leally  actuated  by  the  feelings,  and  governed 
by.  the  motives,  which,  your  commanding  general  sup- 
poses influenced  you  to  take  up  arms,  and  enter  the  field 
in  defence  of  your  rights,  none  of  you  will  resist  the  ap- 
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peal  he  now  malfes,  or  hesitate  to  embrace  with  eager- 
ness, the  opportunity  he  is  about  to  afford  you. 

"The  eiiemj,  more  than  half  conquered,  yet  deriving 
encouragement  and  hope  from  the  tardiness  of  our  oper- 
ations, and  the  distractions  which  have  unhappily  pre- 
vailed in  our  camp,  are  again  assembling  below  us.  An- 
other lesson  of  admonition  must  be  furnished  them. — 
They  must  again  be  made  to  feel  the  weight  of  that 
power  which  they  have,  without  cause,  provoked  to  war; 
and  to  know,  that  although  we  have  been  slow  to  take 
lip  arms,  we  will  never  lay  them  from  our  hands  until 
we  have  secured  the  objects  that  impelled  us  to  the  re- 
sort. In  less  than  eight  days  I  shall  leave  this  encamp- 
ment to  meet  and  fight  them.  Will  any  of  you  accom- 
pany me?  Are  there  any  amongst  you,  who,  at  a  mo- 
ment like  tliis,  will  not  think  it  an  outrage  upon  honour, 
for  her  feelings  to  be  tested  by  a  computation  of  time? 
What  if  the  period  for  which  you  tendered  your  services 
to  your  country  has  expired — is  that  a  consideration 
with  the  valiant,  the  patriotic,  and  the  brave,  who  have 
appeared  to  redress  the  injured  rights  of  that  country, 
and  to  acquire  for  themselves  the  name  of  glory  ?  Is  it  a 
consideration  with  them,  when  those  objects  are  still  un- 
attained,  and  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  them  is  so  near 
at  hand?  Did  such  men  enter  the  field  like  hirelings — 
to  serve  for  pay?  Does  all  regard  for  their  country,  their 
famihes,  and  themselves,  expire  with  the  time  for  which 
their  sez-vices  were  engaged?  Will  it  be  a  suiScient  grat- 
ification to  their  feelings,  that  they  served  out  three 
months,  without  seeing  the  enemy,  and  then  abandon- 
ed the  campaign,  when  the  enemy  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  could  be  seen  and  conquered  in  ten  days? 
Any  retrospect  they  can  make,  of  the  sacrifices  they 
have  encountered,  and  tlie  privations  they  have  endured, 
will  afford  but  little  satisfaction  under  such  circumstan- 
ces;— the  very  mention  of  the  Greek  war,  must  cover 
them  with  the  blushes  of  shame,  and  self-abast  nient. — 
Having  engaged  for  only  three  months,  and  that  period 
having  expired,  you  are  not  bound  to  serve  any  longer: 
but  are  you  bound  bj  nothing  else?  Surely, as  honoura- 
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Me  and  high-minded  men,  you  must,  at  such  a  moment 
as  the  present,  feel  other  obUgations  than  the  law  impo- 
ses. A  fear  of  the  punishment  of  the  law,  did  not  bring 
jou  into  camp: — that  its  demands  are  satisfied,  vt^ill  not 
take  jou  from  it.  You  had  higher  objects  in  view, — 
some  greater  good  to  attain.  This,,  your  general  be- 
lieves,— nor  can  he  believe  otherwise,  without  doing  you 
great  injustice. 

"  Your  services  are  not  asked  for  longer  than  twenty 
days;  and  who  will  hesitate  making  such  a  sacrifice, 
when  the  good  of  his  country  and  his  own  fame  are  at 
stake?  Who,  under  the  pi'esent  aspect  of  affairs,  will 
even  reckon  it  a  sacrifice?  When  we  set  out  to  meet  the 
enemy,  this  post  must  be  retained  and  defended ;  if  any 
of  you  will  remain,  and  render  this  service,  it  will  be  no 
less  important  than  if  you  had  marched  to  the  battle; 
nor  will  your  general  less  thankfully  acknowledge  it. — 
Tuesday  next,  the  line  of  march  will  be  taken  up;  and 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  the  objects  of  the  excursion 
will  be  effected.  As  patriotic  men,  then,  I  ask  you  for 
your  services;  and,  thus  long,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will 
cheerfully  render  them.  I  am  well  av/are,  that  you  are 
all  anxious  to  return  to  your  families  and  homes,  and 
that  you  are  entitled  to  do  so;  jet  stay  a  little  longer, 
go  with  me,  and  meet  the  enemy,  and  you  can  then  re- 
turn, not  only  with  the  consciousness  of  having  perform- 
ed your  duty,  but  with  the  glorious  exultation  of  having 
done  even  more  than  duty  required." 

What  was  hoped  for,  from  this  address,  did  not  result. 
Difficulties  were  constantly  pressing;  and  whilst  one 
moment  gave  birth  to  expectation,  the  ne-xt  served  but 
to  destroy  it.  Jackson  had  been  advised,  and  was  buoy- 
ed by  the  hope,  that  adequate  numbers  would  shortly 
come  to  his  relief;  and  until  this  could  be  accomplished, 
it  was  desirable  to  re'ain  those  who  then  were  with  him, 
to  give  to  his  posls  increased  protection.  Whilst  meas- 
ures were  adopUap;  in  Tennessee,  to  effect  this  fullv, 
about  a  thousand  volunteers  were  moving  out,  to  pre- 
serve an  appearance  of  opposition,  and  keep  secure  what 
had  been  already  gained.     With  this  force,  added  to 
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what  he  already  had,  if  in  his  power  to  keep  theiH)  he 
believed  he  would  be  able  to  advance  on  the  enemy, 
make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  Georgia  army,  and 
obtain  other  important  advantages.  With  this  view,  he 
had  addressed  this  regiment,  and  brought  before  them 
such  considerations  as  might  be  supposed  calculated  to 
excite  a  soldier's  ardour.  But,  in  answer  to  his  address, 
the  commanding  officer  replied,  that  having  called  upon 
the  several  captains  in  his  regiment  to  make  a  statement 
of  those  in  their  respective  companies  who  were  willing 
to  remain  beyond  the  period  of  their  engagement,  it  ap- 
peared that  with  the  exception  of  captain  Hamilton  and 
three  of  his  men,  none  would  consent  to  do  so. 

As  nothing  but  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  supplies 
was  now  to  be  expected  from  detaining  the  few 
days  that  remained  of  their  term,  troops  so  spiritless,  or- 
ders were  given,  and  proper  arrangements  made,  for  ta- 
king up  the  line  of  march  to  Fort  Armstrong,  on  the  10th ; 
whence  tliey  were  directed  to  proceed  to  Knoxville,  and 
receive  orders  for  their  discharge.  Particular  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  have  the  strictest  police  observed, 
and  the  utmost  order  preserved  on  the  march,  that  no 
depredations  might  be  committed  on  the  persons  or  prop- 
erty of  the  Indians,  through  whose  country  they  were  to 
pass;  or  on  the  citizens  of  Tennessee, 

Meantime,  the  volunteers,  lately  raised,  had  arrived 
at  Huntsville,  where  they  had  been  directed  to  remain 
until  sufficient  supplies  could  be  had  at  head-quarters. 
Could  they  have  proceeded  directly  on,  they  would 
have  reached  the  general  sufficiently  early  to  have  ena- 
bled him  to  proceed  against  the  enemy  before  the  peri- 
od at  vtdiich  the  remnant  of  Iris  troops  would  have  been 
entitled  to  a  discharge.  His  exertions  to  have  in  readi- 
ness the  arrangements  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  end,  Isad  been  indefatigable.  General  Cocke 
had  been  directed  to  a;ive  irfSU'uctions  to  his  quarter- 
master, to  forward  to  Fori  Siroiher  such  provisions  as 
should  arrive  at  Fort  Arm^itrong;  to  proceed  thence  to 
Ross',  and  make  proper  arrangements  for  the  speedy 
transportation,  from  that  place    to   Deposit,  of  all  the 
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foreai  stuff  which  the  contractor  had  heen  required  to 
collect  at  that  depot;  and  to  have  procured  and  sent 
from  East  Tennessee,  a  competent  supply  of  that  arti- 
cle, as  well  for  the  troops  then  in  the  field,  as  for  those 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  raised.  The  more  cer- 
tainly to  effect  this  object,  he  had,  on  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, despatched  his  own  quarter-master  and  adjutant- 
general  to  Deposit  and  Huntsville,  to  push  on  what 
should  be  collected  and  on  hand  at  those  places ;  and 
had,  at  the  same  time,  despatched  one  of  the  sub-contrac- 
tors from  camp,  with  directions  to  examine  the  situation 
of  the  different  depots;  and,  if  found  insufficient  to  meet 
the  requisition  he  had  made,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  settlements  in  Tennessee,  and  procure  the  necessary 
supplies.  To  the  contractors  themselves,  he  had  ad- 
dressed orders  and  exhortations  almost  without  number; 
and,  indeed,  from  every  source,  and  through  every  chan- 
nel that  the  hope  of  relief  could  be  discerned,  had  he 
directed  his  exertions  to  obtain  it. 

Having  thus  strained  every  nerve,  and  unceasingly- 
directed  all  his  efforts,  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object,  he  had,  for  a  while,  flattered  himself  with 
the  hope  that  his  multiplied  endeavours  would  enable 
him  to  bring  on  his  new  troops  in  time  for  that  combin- 
ed movement  with  the  East  Tennessee  militia  which  he 
so  much  desired.  So  important  did  he  consider  this 
measure,  that  he  was  wilHng  to  subject  himself  to  con- 
siderable hazard,  rather  than  not  effect  it.  To  colonel 
Carroll  he  wrote,  on  learning  that  he  was  on  his  way 
with  the  newly  raised  troops — "  I  am  liapp}^  to  hear  of 
your  success  in  procuring  volunteers.  I  shall  receive, 
with  open  arms,  tliose  who,  in  this  hour  of  need,  so  gal- 
lantly come  forth  to  uphold  the  sinking  reputation  of 
their  state.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  re-commence 
opei^tions,  and  indeed  they  have  become  more  necessa- 
ry than  ever;  yet  I  cannot  move  without  supplies.  As 
this  will  meet  you  near  where  the  contractors  are,  you 
will  be  better  able  to  ascertain  than  I  can  inform  you, 
when  that  happy  moment  will  arrive:  and  1  pray  you, 
use  your  best  exertions  to  have  it  brought  about  with 
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the  least  possible  delay.  Until  supplies,  and  the  means- 
of  transportation  can  be  furnished,  to  justify  another 
movement  from  this  place,  it  will  be  better  that  you  re- 
main where  your  horses  can  be  fed.  I  say  this,  upon 
the  supposition  and  hope,  that  it  may  shortly  be  effect- 
ed ;  but  were  it  certain  that  the  same  causes  of  delay 
which  have  so  long  retarded  our  operations,  were  still 
to  continue,  I  would,  at  every  risk,  and  under  every  re- 
sponsibility, take  up  the  march  so  soon  as  the  troops 
now  with  you  could  arrive.  Fiy«  such  a  measure,  I 
should  seek  my  justification  in  the  imperiousne?  sof  the 
circumstances  by  which  I  am  surrounded ;  and  rely  for 
success  upon  heaven,  and  the  enterprise  of  my  follow- 
ers. 

"Partial  supplies  have  arrived,  for  my  use,  at  Fort 
Armstrong,  which  will  be  ordered  on  to-morrow.  Thisj 
with  the  scanty  stock  on  hand,  will  at  least  keep  us 
from  starving  a  few  weeks,  until  we  can  quarter  upon 
the  enemy,  or  gain  assistance  from  the  country  below. 
General  Claiborne,  who  is  encamped  eighty-five  miles 
above  Fort  Stoddart,  writes  me,  that  arrangements  are 
made  to  send  supplies  up  the  Alabama,  to  the  junction 
of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  Upon  such  resources 
will  I  depend,  sooner  than  wait  until  my  army  wastes 
away,  or  through  inaction  becomes  mutinous  and  unfit 
for  service. 

The  hopes,  however,  which  had  been  cherished,  of 
combined  operations,  with  all  the  forces  at  that  time  un- 
der his  control,  he  was  compelled,  by  the  late  events  in 
his  camp,  to  relinquish;  but  although  these  Avere  highly 
discouraging,  they  were  far  from  inducing  him  to  de- 
spond. He  was  strongly  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of 
proceeding;  and  determined,  that  as  soon  as  it  were 
possible,  he  would  prosecute  the  campaign  with  the  fee- 
ble force  he  had  at  his  command,  deferring  the  period 
for  more  active  operations,  until  the  expected  reinforce- 
ments, collecting  in  Tennessee,  could  be  brought  into 
the  field.* 

*  The  troops  thus  collectin!^  were  calculated  but  for  a  single  ad- 
Tenture,  and  no  more.     Colonel  Carroll  had  not  been  able  to  prcs?- 
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On  the  second  of  January,  colonel  Carroll  and  Mr. 
Blackburn,  having  proceeded  from  Huntsville,  arrived 
at  head-quarters,  to  receive  instructions  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  volunteers  should  be  organized ;  and 
to  learn  the  time  m  hen  thev  would  be  required  to  be 
brought  up.  Having  reported  their  strength  to  be  eight 
hundred  and  fifty,  they  were  directed  to  have  them  form- 
ed, as  had  been  desired,  into  two  regiments,  under  offi- 
cers of  their  own  choice ;  and  an  order  was  put  into 
their  hands,  requiring  general  Coffee,  who  was  then  at 
Huntsville,  to  march  them  to  Fort  Strother,  by  the  10th 
instant.  That  officer,  whose  feeling  had  been  sufficient- 
ly harrowed  by  the  late  conduct  and  defection  of  his 
brigade,  learning  that  those  troops  were  unwilling  for 
him  to  have  command  of  them,  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
general  Jackson  that  it  might  not  be  assigned  him;  in 
consequence  of  which,  and  their  own  request,  the  latter 
had  determined,  after  their  arrival  at  his  camp,  that 

cure  volunteers  for  six  months,  or  during  the  campaign,  as  was 
required  by  the  order  under  which  he  acted.  He  had  considered  it 
under  all  the  circumstances,  so  essential  to  have  troops  of  some  de- 
scription engaged,  that,  rather  than  encounter  disappointment,  he 
had  accepted  them  for  sixt}'  days,  and  taken  them  as  mounted  men» 
instead  of  infantry,  which  Avere  not  to  be  procured  This  latter 
circumstance,  requiring  a  large  quantity  of  supplies,  occasioned 
them  to  be  kept  back  longer  than  would  have  been  necessary,  had 
they  been  troops  of  a  different  description.  As  there  was  no  law, 
either  of  the  state  or  general  government,  for  a  period  so  limited, 
and  which  seemed  too  short  to  promise  any  very  beneficial  effects, 
the  general  was  in  doubt  whether  or  not  to  receive  them  ;  but,  be- 
lieving he  might  make  a  partial  excursion,  and  thereby  produce  a 
diversion  favourable  to  the  Georgia  troops,  who,  relying  on  his  co- 
operation, might  be  perhaps  greatly  endangered  without  it;  and 
considering  that  their  rejection  might  tend  to  the  injury  of  the 
campaign,  he  finally  concluded  to  accept  them.  Previously  to  do- 
ing so,  he  stated  his  objections,  and  the  difficulties  he  felt ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  on  them  to  enlarge  their  term  of  service :  to 
this  they  would  not  agree ;  when,  rather  than  lose  them  entirely, 
lie  consented  to  receive  them. 

9* 
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there  should  be  no  intermediate  comnnander  over  them, 
between  their  colonels  and  himself.  With  this  proposed 
arrangement,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  order 
borne  to  general  Coffee,  those  gentlemen  had  been  in- 
structed to  make  the  troops  acquainted:  and  were  par- 
ticularl}'^  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  re- 
move any  erroneous  impressions  that  might  have  been 
made  upon  their  minds  by  those  who  had  so  lately  aban- 
doned their  duty,  and  who  had  laboured  to  instil  in  others 
their  own  prejudices  and  passions.  They  were  charged, 
too,  with  the  communication  of  a  flattering  address  from 
the  general,  who,  warned  by  past  transactions,  consider- 
ed it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  any  mutinous 
feeling,  and  to  guard,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power, 
against  the  contamination  of  a  corps  upon  which  his  only 
hopes  at  present  rested. 

General  Coffee,  having  received  the  instructions 
which  general  Jackson  had  sent  him,  immediately  gave 
orders  to  colonels  Perkins  and  I^iggins,  who  had  been 
chosen  to  the  command  of  the  two  regiments,  to  march 
them  directly  for  head-quarters;  explaining, in  his  order, 
the  reasons  that  had  induced  him  ta  issue  it.  To  his  en- 
tire astonishment,  both  these  officers  refused  to  obey  it; 
alledging,  in  a  written  statement  they  made,  that  general 
Coffee  had  no  right  to  exercise  command  over  them, 
and  that  they  would  disregard  any  he  might  attempt  to 
claim.  One  of  them  not  only  refused  obedience  to  the 
order,  but  even  went  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  return  it,  or 
permit  the  brigade-inspector  to  take  a  copy;  thereby 
placing  it  out  of  bis  power  to  make  it  known  to  the  rest 
of  the  brigade. 

UnwilUng  as  Coffee  was,  to  create  any  additional  per- 
plexities to  the'  commanding  general,  or  occasion  new 
disturbances,  at  so  important  a  crisis,  nevertheless,  influ- 
enced by  a  regard  for  his  own  reputation,  which  he 
believed  to  be  wantonly  and  wickedly  assailed,  by  this 
contumacious  refusal  to  obey  an  order  which  the  occa- 
sion and  his  instructions  required  him  to  execute,  he 
felt  himself  constrained  to  demand  the  arrest  of  those  ©£- 
ftcers. 
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This  application,  with  charges  and  specifications  of  so 
serious  a  nature  against  his  officers  highest  in  command, 
placed  Jackson  in  a  very  delicate  situation.  To  com- 
mence the  exercise  of  authority  over  troops  wholly  un- 
acquainted with  service,  by  the  arrest  of  those  in  whom 
they  had  reposed  such  distinguished  confidence,  it  was 
probable  might  be  attended  with  consequences  fatal  to 
his  views,  and  to  the  success  of  the  contemplated  expe- 
dition. On  the  other  hand,  he  was  fully  sensible  of  the 
injury  that  had  been  done  the  feelings  of  an  officer,  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  his  instructions,  and  how 
much,  justice  required  them  to  be  repaired:  nor  was  he 
less  sensible  of  the  feeble  rehance  tliat  could  be  reposed 
on  men  who  seemed  to  make  a  merit  of  disobedience  and 
insubordination,  especially  if,  from  indulgence,  thej 
should  be  permitted  to  derive  encouragement.  But 
however  his  mind  might  oscillate  between  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  either  alternative,  he  knew  that  the  course 
pointed  out  by  duty  was  a  plain  one,  should  general  Cof^- 
fee  persist  in  his  demand. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  injunctions  and  weighty 
considerations  that  had  been  urged,  to  produce  an  expe- 
ditious movement,  it  was  not  until  the  1 3th  that  those 
officers  with  their  regiments  reached  head-quarters.^ — - 
Finding,  on  their  arrival,  that  they  were  likely  to  be  no* 
ticed,  on  charges  which  their  better-informed  friends  ad- 
vised would  not  only  deprive  them  of  command,  but  in^ 
volvethem  in  disgrace,  they  immediately  came  forward, 
and  made  an  honourable  and  satisfactory  concession,  in 
which  they  pleaded  ignorance  of  military  duty,  as  an 
excuse  for  their  misconduct.  That  the  service,  at  a 
crisis  so  important,  might  not  be  injured  by  any  private 
feuds,  the  charges  were  withdrawn. 

Every  preparation  was  now  made  to  hasten  an  ac- 
complishment of  the  objects  in  view.  The  whole  eflfec* 
tive  force  consisted,  at  this  time,  by  the  reports,  of  little 
more  than  nine  hundred  men,  and  was,  in  reality,  below 
that  number. 

Being  addressed  by  the  general,  on  the  occasion,  on 
Ihe  1.5th,  the  mounted  troops  commenced  their  marclj, 


104  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSOSF. 

and  moved  to  Wehogee  creek,  three  miles  from  the  fort.. 
Jackson,  with  his  staff,  and  the  artillery  company,  joined 
them  next  morning,  at  that  place,  and  continued  the 
line  of  march  to  Talladega,  where  about  two  hundred 
friendly  Lidians,  Cherokees  and  Creeks,  badly  armed, 
and  much  discouraged  at  the  weakness  of  his  force, 
were  added  to  his  numbers,  without  increasing  much 
his  strength.  Seldom,  perhaps,  has  there  been  an  ex- 
pedition undertaken,  fraught  with  greater  peril  than 
this.  Nine  hundred  new  recruits,  entirely  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  duties  of  the  field,  were  to  be  marched  into 
the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country,  without  a  single  hope 
of  escape,  but  from  victory,  and  that  victory  not  to  be 
expected,  but  from  the  wisest  precaution,  and  most  de- 
termined bravery.  Although  so  obviously  pregnant  with 
danger,  to  march  was  the  only  alternative  that  could  be 
prudently  adopted.  No  other  could  afford  a  diversion 
favourable  to  general.  Floyd,  who  was  advancing  with 
the  army  from  Georgia,  or  give  favourable  results  to  the 
campaign,  without  which  it  must  soon  have  been  aban- 
doned, for  want  of  men  to  prosecute  it.  Another  reason 
rendered  such  a  movement  proper,  and  indispensable. — 
The  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Armstrong  had  received 
inteiiigence,  on  which  was  placed  the  utmost  reliance, 
that  the  warriors-  from  fourteen  or  fifteen  towns  on  the 
Tallapoosa,  were  about  to  unite  their  forces,  and  at- 
tack that  place ;  which,  for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  gar- 
rison, was  in  a  weak  and  defenceless  situation. .  Of  this, 
general  Jackson  had  been  advised.  The  present  move- 
ment then,  hazardous  as  it  was,  under  all  circumstances, 
was  indispensable,  and  could  alone  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  such  a  purpose,  if  it  were  in  truth  intended.  On 
reaching  Talladega,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mandant at  Fort  Armstrong,  confirmatory  of  the  first 
information  that  had  been  obtained,  and  which  left  it 
no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  but  an  attack  v/ould  be 
speedily  waged  against  that  depot.  One  also  from  gen- 
eral Pinckiiey,  by  express,  arrived,  advising  him  that 
Floyd,  on  the  10th  instant,  would  move  from  Coweta, 
and  in  ten  days  thereafter,  establish  a  position  at  Tucka- 
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batchee;  and  recommended,  if  his  force  would  allow 
him  to  do  no  more,  that  he  should  advance  against  such  of 
the  enemj's  towns  as  might  be  within  convenient  dis- 
tance ;  that,  by  having  his  troops  employed,  he  might 
keep  disaffection  from  his  ranks,  and  be,  at  the  same 
time,  serviceably  engaged  in  harrassing  the  enemy. — If, 
therefore,  he  could  have  hesitated  before,  there  was 
now  no  longer  any  room  to  do  so.  By  an  expeditious 
movement,  he  might  save  Fort  Armstrong,  and  render 
an  essential  service  to  general  Floyd,  by  detaching  « 
part  of  the  clans  destined  to  proceed  against  him. — The 
force  which  might  act  against  either,  was  understood  to 
be  then  collected  in  a  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa,  near  the 
mouth  of  a  creek  called  Emuckfaw,  and  thither  he  de- 
termined, by  the  nearest  route,  to  direct  his  course. 

As  he  progressed  on  the  march,  a  want  of  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  in  his  pilots,  of  subordination  in  his 
troops,  and  skill  in  the  officers  who  commanded  them, 
became  more  and  more  apparent;  but  still  their  ardour 
to  meet  the  enemy  was  not  abated.  Troops  unacquaint- 
ed with  service  are  oftentimes  more  sanguine  than  vet- 
,«rans.  The  imagination  too  frequently  portraying  bat- 
tles in  the  light  of  a  frolic,  keeps  danger  at  a  distance, 
until,  suddenly  springing  into  view,  it  becomes  a  mon- 
ster too  hideous  to  be  withstood. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st,  sensible,  from  the  trails  he 
had  fallen  in  upon,  fresh,  and  converging  to  a  point,  that 
he  must  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  Jackson 
encamped  his  little  army  in  a  hollow  square,  on  an  eligi- 
ble site,  upon  the  eminences  of  Emuckfaw,  sent  out  his 
spies,  posted  his  piquets,  doubled  his  sentinels,  and 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  guard  against  at- 
tack. About  midnight  the  spies  came  in  and  reported 
they  had  discovered  a  large  encampment  of  Indians,  at 
about  three  miles  distance,  who,  from  their  whooping 
and  dancing,  their  usual  precursors  to  battle,  were  no 
doubt  apprised  of  his  arrival.  Every  thing  was  ready 
for  their  reception,  if  they  meditated  an  attack,  or  to 
pursue  in  the  morning,  if  they  did  not.  At  the  dawn 
©f  day,  the  alarm  guna  of  our  sentinels,  succeeded  by 
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shrieks  and  saviige  yells,  announced  their  presence.— *- 
They  commenced  a  furious  assault  on  the  left  flank, 
commanded  by  colonel  Higgins,  which  was  met  and  op- 
posed with  great  firmness.  General  Coffee,  and  colonels 
Carroll  and  Sitler,  instantly  repaired  to  the  point  of  at- 
tack, and,  by  example  and  exhortation,  encouraged  the 
men  to  a  performance  of  their  duty.  The  action  raged 
for  half  an  hour;  the  brunt  of  which  being  against  the 
left  wing,  it  had  become  considerably  weakened.  It 
lieing  now  sufficiently  light  to  ascertain,  correctly,  the 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  captain  Ferril's  company 
having  come  up  and  reinforced  the  left  wing,  the  whole 
<;harged  under  general  Coffee,  and  a  route  immediately 
ensued.  The  friendly  Indians  joining  in  the  pursuit, 
they  were  chased  about  two  miles,  with  considerable 
ioss.  We  had  five  killed,  and  twenty  wounded.  Until 
it  became  light  enough  to  discern  objects,  our  troops  de- 
rived considerable  advantage  from  their  camp  fires ;  these 
liaving  been  placed  at  some  distance  without  the  line  of 
the  encampment,  afforded  a  decided  superiority  in  a 
night  attack,  by  enabling  those  within  to  fire  with  great 
accuracy  on  an  approaching  enemy,  whilst  they  them- 
selves remained  invisible  in  the  dark. 

The  pursuit  being  over,  Jackson  detached  general 
Coffee,  with  the  Indians,  and  four  hundred  men,  to  de- 
stroy the  enemv's  encampment,  unless  he  should  find  it 
too  stro'iglf  fortified;  in  which  event,  he  was  to  give  in- 
formation immediately,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  artil- 
lery. Coffee,  having  reconnoitred  this  position,  and 
foued  it  too  strong  to  be  assailed  with  the  force  he  com- 
ma del,  returned  to  camp.  The  propriety  of  this 
determination  was  soon  perceived.  He  had  not  return- 
ed more  than  half  an  hour,  when  a  severe  fire  was  made 
upon  the  pifjue^s,  posted  on  the  right  accompanied  with 
prodi'^ious  y(41ino-.  General  Coffee,  having  obtained 
pcrm'^njo  ;,  proceeded  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  assail- 
ants. T  us  detachment  being  taken  from  different  corps, 
he  nlaced  himself  at  their  head,  and  moved  briskly  for- 
waf-d.  T  lo-e  in  the  rear,  availing  themselves  of  this 
circumstance,  continued  to  drop  off,  one  bj  one,  without 
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his  knowledge,  until  the  whole  number  left  with  him  did 
not  exceed  fifty.  It  was  fortunate  that  the  force  of  the 
enemy  he  h^d  first  to  attack  was  not  greater.  He 
found  them  occupying  a  ridge  of  open  pine  timber,  cov- 
ered with  low  under-wood,  which  afforded  them  many 
opportunities  for  concealrjient.  To  deprive  them  of  this 
advantage,  which  they  are  very  dexterous  in  taking, 
Coffee  ordered  his  men  to  dismount  and  charge  them. — ^ 
This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  some  loss  sustain- 
ed in  its  execution;  the  general  himself  was  wounded 
through  the  body,  and  his  aid,  major  Do./elson,  killed 
by  a  ball  through  the  head ; — three  of  his  men  also  fell. 
The  enemy,  driven  back  by  the  charge,  took  refuge  on 
the  margin  of  a  creek,  covered  with  reeds,  where  they 
lay  concealed. 

The  savages  having  intended  the  attack  on  the  right 
as  a  feint,  now,  with  their  main  force,  which  had  been 
concealed,  made  a  violent  onset  on  our  left  line,  which 
they  hoped  to  find  weakened,  and  in  disorder.  Gener- 
al Jackson,  however,  who  had  apprehended  their  design,, 
was  prepared  to  meet  it:  this  line  had  been  ordered  to 
remain  firm  in  its  position ;  and  when  the  first  gun  was 
heard  in  that  quarter,  he  repaired  thither  in  person, 
and  strengthened  it  by  additional  forces.  The  first  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  though  sudden  and  violent,  was 
sustained  with  firmness,  and  opposed  with  great  gallan- 
try. The  battle  was  now  maintained  on  the  part  of  the 
assailants,  by  quick  and  irregular  firing,  from  behind 
logs,  trees,  shrubbery,  and  whatever  could  afford  con- 
cealment: behind  these,  prostrating  themselves  after  fir- 
ing, and,  reloading,  they  would  rise  and  again  discharge 
their  guns.  After  sustaining  their  fire  in  this  way  for 
some  time,  a  charge,  to  dislodge  them  from  their  posi- 
tion, v/as  ordered:  and  the  whole  line  under  colonel 
Carroll,  by  a  most  brilliant  and  steady  movement,  broke 
upon,  and  threw  them  into  confusion,  and  they  fled  pre- 
cipitately away.  The  pursuit  commenced,  and  they 
were  overtaken  and  desnoyed  in  considerable  num- 
bers; their  loss  was  great,  but  never  certainly  ascerr 
tained. 
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In  the  mean  time,  general  Coffee  had  been  endeav- 
ouring, as  far  as  prudence  would  permit  him  to  make 
the  attempt,  to  drive  the  savages  on  the  right  from  the 
fastnesses  into  which  they  had  retired;  but  finding  that 
this  could  not  be  done,  without  much  hazard,  and  con- 
siderable loss,  he  began  to  retire  towards  the  place  where 
he  had  first  dismounted.  This  expedient,  designed  for 
stratagem,  produced  the  desired  effect.  The  enemy, 
inspirited  by  the  movement,  presuming  it  a  retreat,  and 
to  have  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  severe  fir- 
ing they  had  heard  on  the  left  wing,  now  forsook  their 
hiding  places,  and  rapidly  advanced  upon  him.  That 
oflicer  immediately  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded,  of  contending  with  them  again  o  )  equal 
terms;  and  a  severe  conflict  commenced  and  continued 
about  an  hour,  in  vv'hich  the  loss  on  both  sides  was  near- 
ly equal.  At  this  critical  juscture,  when  several  of  the 
detachment  had  been  killed,  many  wounded,  ai:d  the 
whole  greatly  exhausted  with  fatigue;  the  dispersion  of 
the  enemy  being  effected  on  the  left,  a  reinforcement 
was  despatched  by  general  Jackson,  which,  making  its 
appearance  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  put  an  end  to  tlie 
cor:test.  General  Coffee,  aUliough  severely  wounded, 
still  continued  the  fight,  and  availing  himselY  of  the  ar- 
rival of  this  additional  strengtii,  instai  tly  ordered  a 
charge:  when  tiie  enemy,  foreseeing  their  doonu fied  in 
consternation,  and  were  pursued  with  dreadful  slaugh- 
ter. It  is  believed  that  at  tins  pla.ce  none  escaped. — 
Thus  drew  to  a  close  a  day  of  almost  coiitinual  fight- 
ing.* 

*  The  Indians  had  designed  their  plan  of  operations  well,  thoTigk 
the  execution  did  not  succeed.  It  was  intended  to  bring  on  the  at- 
tsick  at  three  different  points,  at  the  sajne  time;  but  a  part^'  of  the 
Chealegrans,  one  of  the  tribes  which  compose  the  Creek  confeder- 
acy, who  had  been  ordered  to  assail  the  right  extremity  of  our 
front  line,  instead  of  doing  so,  thought  it  mure  prudent  to  proceed 
to  their  villages,  happy,  to  have  passed,  undiscovered,  the  point 
they  had  been  ordered  to  attack.  But  fur  this,  the  contest  might 
have  terminated  less  advantageously ,  perhaps  disastcrously. 
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Having  brought  in  and  buried  the  dead,  and  dressed 
tlie  wouiidvid,  preparations  were  made  to  guard  against 
an  attack  by  night,  should  one  be  attempted,  by  order- 
ing a  breast-work  of  timber  around  the  encampment;  a 
measure  the  more  necessary,  as  the  spirits  of  our  troops, 
most  of  whom  iiad  never  before  been  in  collision  with  an 
enemy,  were  observed  visibly  to  flag,  towards  the  eve- 
ning. Indeed,  during  the  night,  it  was  with  the  utmost 
diiBculty  the  sentinels  could  be  maintained  at  their  posts, 
who,  expecting  every  minute  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  would,  at  the  least  noise,  fire  and  run  in.  The 
enemy,  however,  whose  spies  were  around  our  encamp- 
ment all  night,  did  not  think  proper  to  attack  us  in  thie 
position,  and  the  morning  broke  without  disturbance. — 
The  next  day,  general  Jackson,  having  effected,  as  he 
believed,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  main  objects  of  the  ex- 
pedition, a  diversion  in  favour  of  general  Floyd,  who 
wa?^  at  this  juncture,  supposed  to  be  carrying  on  his  op- 
erations lower  down  on  the  Tallapoosa,  and  the  relief 
of  Fort  Annstro*ig,  began  to  think  of  returning  to  the 
Ten  Islands,  Many  reasons  concurred  to  render  such 
a  measure  proper,  and  indeed  indispensable.  He  had 
not  set  out  prepared  to  make  any  permanent  establish- 
ment in  advance  of  this  present  post;  his  provisions  were 
growing  extremely  scarce,  and  the  country  itself  afford- 
ed no  means  of  subsistence,  either  for  his  men  or  their 
horses.  His  wounded,  many  of  whom  were  exceeding- 
ly dangerous,  required  to  be  speedily  taken  care  of; 
whilst  the  present  temper  of  his  soldiery  precluded  all 
hope  tliat  he  should  be  able  to  effect  any  thing  of  mate- 
rial consequence  beyond  what  had  been  already  effect- 
ed. Besides,  if  the  object  were  still  further  to  cripple 
the  enemy,  this  might  be  more  certainly  attained  by 
commencing  a  return,  which,  having  the  appearance  of 
retreat,  would  probably  induce  a  pursuit,  than  by  attack- 
ing them  in  their  strong  liolds;  in  which  event,  too,  the 
diversion  comtemplated  would  be  the  more  complete, 
by  drawing  them  in  a  different  direction.  Determined 
by  these  considerations,  Jackson  ordered  litters  to  be 
formed  for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wounded^ 
10 
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and  other  necessary  preparations  to  be  made  for  a  return 
march.  Every  thing  being  ready,  it  was  commenced  at 
ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  continued  without  in- 
terruption until  nearly  night;  when  the  army  was  en- 
camped a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  south  side  of  Enoti- 
chopco  creek,  in  the  direction  to  the  ford,  at  which  it 
had  been  passed  in  proceeding  out. 

As  it  was  pretty  evident  that  the  enemy  had  been  in 
pursuit  during  the  day,  a  breast-work  was  thrown  up, 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  every  arrangement 
made  to  repel  their  attempts,  should  they  meditate  an 
attack,  during  the  course  of  the  night,  or  on  the  succeed- 
ing mornmg.  •  The  night,  however,  was  permitted  to 
pass  away  without  disturbance,  and  without  ai.y  appear- 
ance of  an  enemy.  From  a  knowledge  that  they  had 
been  hanging  on  his  rear,  during  the  march  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  having  suffered  the  night  to  wear 
through  without  attempting  any  assault  upon  his  camp, 
the  general  was  led  to  conjecture  that  an  ambuscade  had 
been  prepared,  and  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on 
him  whilst  crossing  the  creek  in  his  front :  which,  being 
deep,  and  the  banks  rugged,  and  thickly  covered  with 
reeds,  afforded  many  advantages  for  such  a  design. — 
Near  the  crossing  place,  was  a  deep  ravine,  formed  by 
the  protection  of  two  hills,  overgrown  with  thick  shrub- 
bery and  brown  sedge,  which  afforded  every  conven- 
ience for  concealment,  whilst  it  entirely  prevented  pur- 
suit. Along  this  route,  the  army,  in  going  out,  had  pas- 
sed ;  through  it,  as  might  have  been  expected,  it  would 
again  return;  and  at  this  defile,  it  was  believed, an  am- 
buscade would  be  formed,  if  any  were  intended.  Act- 
ing under  these  impressions,  and  with  a  view  to  guard 
against  them,  Jackson  determined  to  take  a  different 
joute.  He  secretly  despactched,  early  next  morning,  a 
few  pioneers,  to  ascertain  and  designate  another  cross- 
ing place  below.  A  suitable  one  was  presently  discov- 
ered, at  about  six  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  old 
one;  and  thither  the  general  now  led  his  army;  having, 
previously  to  commencing  the  march,  formed  his  col- 
umns, and  the  front  and  rear  guards,  that  he  might  be 
in  an  attitude  for  defence. 
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A  beautiful  slope  of  open  woodland  led  down  to  the 
iiewlj  discovered  ford,  where,  except  immediately  on 
the  margin  of  the  creek,  which  was  covered  with  a  few 
reeds,  there  was  nothing  to  obstruct  the  view.  The 
front  guards,  and  part  of  the  columns,  had  passed; — the 
wounded  were  also  over,  and  the  artillery  just  entering 
the  creek,  when  an  alarm  gun  was  heard  in  the  rear. — 
The  Indians,  unexpectedly  finding  the  route  was  chang- 
ed, quitted  the  defile  where  they  had  expected  to  com- 
mence the  assault,  and  advanced  upon  a  company,  un- 
der the  command  of  captain  Russell,  which  marched  in 
the  rear.  Though  assailed  by  greatly  superior  num- 
bers, it  returned  the  fire,  and  gradually  retired,  until  it 
reached  the  rear  guard,  who,  according  to  express  in- 
structions given,  were,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  to  face 
about,  and  act  as  the  advance,  whilst  the  right  and  left 
coium  IS  should  be  turned  on  their  pivots,  so  us  complete- 
ly to  loop  the  enemy,  and  render  his  destruction  sure. 
The  right  column  of  the  rear  guard  was  commanded  by 
colonel  Perkins,  the  left  by  lieutenant-colonel  Stump, 
and  the  centre  column  by  colonel  Carroll.  Jackson 
was  just  passing  the  stream  when  the  firing  and  yelling 
commenced.  Having  instructed  his  aid-de-camp  to 
form  a  line  for  the  protection  of  the  wounded,  who  w^ere 
but  a  short  distance  in  advance,  and  afterwards  to  turn 
the  left  column,  he  himself  preceded  to  the  right,  for  a 
similar  purpose.  What  was  his  astonishment,  when, 
resting  in  the  hope  of  certain  victory,  he  beheld  the  right 
and  left  columns  of  the  rear  guard,  after  a  feeble  resis- 
tance, precipitately  give  weiv,  bringing  with  them  con- 
fusion and  dismay,  and  entirely  obstructing  the  passage, 
over  w^hich  the  principal  strength  of  the  army  was  to  be 
re-crossed!  This  shameful  flight  was  well  nigh  being  at- 
tended with  the  most  fatal  consequences ;  which  were 
alone  averted  by  the  determined  bravery  of  a  few. — 
Nearly  the  -whole  of  the  centre  column  had  folio Aved 
the  example  of  the  other  two.  and  precitated  tliemselyes 
into  the  creek;  not  n":orc  than  twenty  remained  to  op- 
pose the  violence  of  the  fii-jt  assault.  The  artillery 
company,  commanded  by  lieutenant   Armstror.g,  and 
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composed  of  young  men  of  the  first  families,  who-  hat! 
volunteered  their  services  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign,  formed  with  their  muskets  before  the  piece 
of  ordnance  they  had,  and  hastily  dragged  it  fi"om  the 
creek  to  an  eminence,  from  which  they  could  play  to 
advantage.  Here  an  obstinate  conflict  ensued;  the 
enemy  endeavouring  to  charge  and  take  it,  whilst  this 
company  formed  with  their  muskets,  and  resolutely  de- 
fended it.  These  young  men,  the  few  who  remained 
with  colonel  Carroll,  and  the  gallant  captain  Quarles, 
who  fell  at  their  head,  with  Russell's  spies,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  one  hundred,  maintained  with  the  ut- 
most firmness,  a  contest,  for  many  minutes,  against  a 
force  five  times  greater  than  their  own,  and  checked  the 
advance  of  a  foe  already  greatly  inspirited  from  the  con- 
sternation which  his  first  shock  had  produced.  Every 
man  who  there  fought,  manifested  a  determination  to 
prefer  death  to  flight.  The  brave  Heutenant  Armstrong 
fell  at  the  side  of  his  piece,  by  a  wound- in  the  groin,  and 
exclaimed,  as  he  lay,  "  Sortie  of  you  must  perish ;  but 
don't  lose  the  gun."  By  his  side,  fell,  mortally  wound- 
ed, his  associate  and  friend.  Bird  Evans,  and  the  gal- 
lant captain  HanMlton;  who,  having  been  abandoned 
hj  his  men,  at  Fort  Strother,  with  his  two  brothers  and 
his  aged  father,  had  attached  himself  to  the  artillery 
company,  as  a  private,  and,  in  that  capacity  showed  how 
deservedly  he  was  to  command  by  the  fidelity  with 
which  he  obeyed.  Perilous  as  the  hour  was,  this  litlle 
heroic  band  evinced  themselves  cool  and  collected,  as 
they  were  brave  in  battle.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion 
of  the  moment,  the  rammer  and  pricker  of  the  cannon 
could  not  be  disengaged  from  the  carraige ;  in  this  situ- 
ation and  at  such  a  time,  the  invention  of  most  your.g 
soldiers  might  have  failed;  but  nothing  fearing,  Ciaven 
Jackson  and  Constantine^  Perkins  drove  home  the  car- 
tridges with  a  musket,  anB  with  the  ramrod  prepared 
them  for  the  match.  In  the  mean  time,  while  ihc  con- 
flict was  thus  unequally  sustained,  general  Jackson  and 
his  staff  had  been  enabled,  by  great  exertions,  to.  restore 
something  like  order,  from  coafusiou*     The  columns, 
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were  again  formed,  and  put  in  motion ;  and  small  detach- 
ments had  been  sent  across  the  creek  to  support  the  lit- 
tle band  that  there  maintained  their  ground.  The  ene- 
my, perceiving  a  strong  force  advancing,  and  being 
warmly  assailed  on  their  left  tlank,  by  captain  Gordon, 
at  the  head  of  his  company  of  spies,  who  had  advanced 
from  the  front,  and  re-crossed  the  creek  in  turn,  were 
stricken  with  alarm,  and  fled  away,  leaving  behind  their 
blankets,  and  whatever  was  likely  to  retard  their  flight. 
Detachments  were  ordered  on  the  pursuit,  who,  in  a 
chase  of  two  miles,  destroyed  many,  and  wholly  disper- 
sed them. 

In  despite  of  the  active  exertions  made  by  general 
Jackson,  to  restore  order,  they  were,  for  some  time,  un- 
availing, and  the  confusion  continued.  Jn  addition  to 
the  assistance  received  from  his  staff,  who  were  every 
where  encouraging,  and  seeldng  to  arrest  the  disorder- 
ed flight  of  the  columns,  he  derived  much  from  the  aid 
of  general  Coffee.  That  officer,  in  consequence  of  the 
wound  which  he  had  very  lately  received  atEmuckfaw, 
had,  the  day  before,  been  carried  in  a  litter.  From  the 
apprehensions  indulged,  that  an  attack  would  probably 
be  made  upon  them  that  morning,  he  had  proceeded 
from  the  encampment  on  horseback,  and  aided,  during 
the  action,  with  his  usual  calm  and  deliberate  firmness. 
Indeed,  all  the  officers  gf  his  brigade,  who,  having  been 
abandoned  by  their  men,  had  formed  themselves  into  a 
a  corps,  and  followed  the  army  without  a  command, 
rendered  manifest,  now,  the  value  of  experience.  This 
was  not  a  moment  for  rules  of  fancied  etiquette.  The 
very  men  who,  a  little  time  before,  would  have  disdain- 
ed advice,  and  spurned  an  order  from  any  but  their  own 
commanders,  did  not  scruple  amidst  the  peril  that  sur- 
rounded them,  to  be  regulated  by  those  who  seemed  to 
be  so  much  better  qualified  for  extricating  them  from 
their  present  danger.  The  hospital  surgeon.  Dr.  Shel- 
by, appeared  in  the  fight,  and  rendered  important  mili- 
tary services.  The  adjutant-general,  Sitler,  than  whom 
none  displayed  greater  firmness,  hastened  across  the. 
creek  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  to  the  artillery 
10* 
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company,  for  which  he  felt  all  the  esprit  de  corps^  having^^ 
been  once  attached  to  it;  and  there  remained,  support- 
ing them  in  their  duties,  and  participating  in  their  dan- 
gers. Captain  Gordon,  too,  contributed  greatly  to  dis- 
pel the  peril  of  the  moment,  by  his  active  sally  on  the 
left  flank  of  the  savages.  Of  the  general  himself,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  but  for  him  every 
thing  must  have  gone  to  ruin.  On  him,  all  hopes  were 
rested.  In  that  moment  of  confusion,  he  was  the  rally- 
ing point,  even  for  the  spirits  of  the  brave.  Firm  and 
energetic,  and  at  the  same  time  perfectly  self  possessed, 
his  example  and  his  authority  alike  contributed  to  arrest 
the  flying  and  give  confidence  to  those  who  maintained 
their  ground.  Cowards  forgot  their  panic,  and  fronted 
danger,  when  they  heard  his  voice  and  beheld  his  man- 
ner; and  the  brave  would  have  formed  round  his  body  a 
rampart  with  their  own.  In  the  midst  of  showers  of  balls, 
of  which  he  seemed  unmindful,  he  was  seen  performing 
the  duties  of  the  subordinate  officers,  rallying  the  alarm- 
ed, halting  them  in  their  flight,  forming  his  columns,  and 
inspiriting  them  by  his  example.  An  army  suddenly 
dismayed,  and  thrown  into  confusion,  was  thus  happily 
rescued  from  a  destruction  which  lately  appeared  inev- 
itable. Our  total  loss,  in  the  several  engagements,  on 
the  22d,  and  t(]-day,  was  only  twenty  killed,  and  seven- 
ty-five wounded,  some  of  whom,  however,  afterwards 
died.  That  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  accurately  stated- 
The  bodies  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  of  their  war- 
riors were  found;  this,  however,  may  be  considered  as 
greatly  below  the  real  number;  nor  can  their  wounded 
be  even  conjectured.  As  had  been  generally  the  case, 
the  greatest  slaughter  was  in  the  pursuit.  Scattered 
through  the  heights  and  hollow's,  many  of  the  wounded 
escaped,  and  many  of  the  killed  were  not  ascertained. 
It  is  certain,  however,  as  was  afterwards  disclosed  by 
prisoners,  that  considerably  more  than  tAvo  hundred  of 
those,  who,  on  this  occasion,  went  out  to  battle,  never 
returned;  but  those  who  did  return,  unwilling  it  should 
be  known  they  were  killed,  and  feeling  it  might  despirit 
the  nation,  endeavoured  to  have  it  believed,  and  so  re- 
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presented  it,  that  they  had  proceeded  on  some  distant 
expedition,  and  would  be  for  sonne  tinae  absent. 

After  this  battle,  in  which  had  been  anticipated  cer- 
tain success,  the  enemv,  tired  of  conflicts  so  disasterous 
to  them,  no  more  thought  of  harrassing  our  march. — 
Having  continued  it,  without  interruption,  over  high, 
broken,  and,  for  the  most  part,  barren  land,  we  encamp- 
ed, on  the  night  of  the  25th,  within  three  miles  of  Fort 
Strother.  Thus  terminated  an  expedition  replete  with 
peril,  hut  attended  with  effects  highly  beneficial.  Fort 
Armstro!)g  was  relieved ;  general  Floyd  enabled  to  gain  a 
victory  at  Autossee,  where,  but  for  his  movement,  which 
had  diverted  much  of  the  enemy's  strength,  he  would 
most  probably  have  met  defeat;  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  enemy's  best  forces  had  been  destroyed ;  and  an 
end  put  to  the  hopes  they  had  founded  on  our  previous 
delays.  Discontent  had  been  kept  from  our  ranks;  the 
troops  had  been  beneficially  employed ;  and  inactivity, 
the  bane  of  every  army,  had  been  avoided.  But  per- 
haps the  greatest  good  that  resulted  from  the  expedi- 
tion was  the  effect  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  people 
at  home,  from  whom  was  to  be  collected  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  terminate  the  war.  Experience  has  often  prov- 
ed the  facility  with  which  numbers  are  brought  to  a  vic- 
torious standard ;  whilst  the  ranks  of  a  defeated  army 
are  ever  with  difficulty  filled.  Any  result,  therefore, 
that  was  calculated  to  bring  an  efficient  force  into  the 
fieldj  was  highly  important  and  beneficial. 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  volunteers  are  discharged. — Execution  of  a  soldier,  and 
the  effect  produced. — Aiet»  troops  arrive. —  Want  of  sup- 
plies.— Mutiny  ticith  the  East  Tennessee  brigade. — General 
Jackson  marches  against  the  Indians. — Battle  of  Tahopa- 
ka. — Returns  to  Fort  Williams. — Expedition  to  Hoithle:-a- 
lee ;  its  failure  and  the  causes. — Forms  a  junction  with  the  . 
Georgia  troops,  andproceeds  to  the  Hickory  ground. — Indi- 
ans sue  for  peace. —  Weatherford  surrenders  himself. — Ar- 
rival of  general  Pinckney  at  head- quarters. —  Tennessee 
troops  are  ordered  to  be  marched  home,  and  discharged  from 
service. 

The  troops  having  reached,  in  safety,  the  post  whence 
they  had  set  out,  and  their  term  of  service  being  witliin 
a  short  time  of  expiring,  the  general  determined  to  dis- 
charge them.  The  information  from  Tennessee,  was, 
that  there  would  soon  be  in  the  field  a  considerable 
force,  and  enlisted  for  a  period  sufficient  to  effect  a  ter- 
mination of  the  liidian  war.  He  was  desirous  of  having 
every  thing  in  readiness  by  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
that  they  might  be  carried  without  delay  into  active 
service.  Detaining  his  late  volunteers,  therefore,  a 
short  time,  to  complete  boats  for  the  transportation  of 
his  camp  equipage  and  provisions  down  the  Coosa,  he 
directed  them  to  be  marched  home,  and  there  to  be  hon- 
ourably dismissed.  The  further  service  of  his  artillery 
company  was  also  dispensed  with.  His  parting  inter- 
view with  them  was  interesting  arid  affecting;  they  had 
rendered  important  services,  a  Ad  adhered  to  him,  with 
great  devotedness,  in  every  vicissitude,  and  through 
every  difficulty  he  had  encountered,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign.  Although,  from  the  high  sense 
entertained  of  their  bravery  and  fidelity,  he  would  glad- 
ly have  retained  them,  yet  he  was  too  well  convinced 
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of  the  many  sacrifices  these  young  men  had  made,  of 
the  bravery  they  had  displayed^  and  the  patience  with 
which  they  had  submitted  to  those  moments  of  scarcity 
that  had  raised  up  discontents  and  mutiny  in  his  camp, 
not  to  feel  a  desire  to  gratify  their  wishes,  and  permit 
them,  honourably,  to  retire  from  a  service  which  thej 
had  already  so  materially  benefitted. 

A  letter  from  Jackson  to  governor  Blount,  heretofore 
noticed,  added  to  his  own  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
crisis,  had  induced  him  to  issue  an  order  on  the  3d,  di- 
recting twenty-five  hundred  of  the  militia  of  the  second 
division,  to  be  detached,  organized,  and  equipped,  in 
.conformity  to  an  act  of  congress  of  the  16th  of  April, 
1812.  These  were  to  perform  a  tour  of  three  months, 
to  be  conjputed  from  the  time  of  rendezvous,  which  wag 
,  appointed  to  be  on  the  28th  instant.  He  had  also  re- 
quired general  Cocke  to  bring  into  the  field,  under  the 
requisition  of  the  secretary  of  war,  the  quota  he  had 
been  instructed  to  raise  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 
This  officer,  who  had  hitherto  created  so  many  obstacles, 
still  appeared  to  desire  nothing  more  ardently  than  a 
failure  of  the  campaign.  Although  many  difficulties  bad 
been  feigned  in  the  execution  of  the  order  directed  to 
him,  he  was  enabled  to  muster  into  service,  from  his  di- 
vision, about  two  thousand  men.  These,  however,  as 
well  as  those  called  out  from  West  Tennessee,  were  but 
indifferently  armed. 

The  thirty -ninth  regiment,  under  colonel  Williams, 
had  also  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Jackson's  head- 
quarters, and  act  under  his  command  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  It  arrived  on  the  5th  or  6th  of  the  month, 
about  six  hundred  strong.  Most  of  the  men  were  badly 
armed ;  this  evil  however,  was  shortly  afterwards  reme- 
died. 

The  quarter-masters  and  contractors  were  already  ac- 
tively engaged,  and  endeavouring  to  procure  provisions 
and  the  necessary  transportations  for  the  army.  The 
failures,  in  regard  to  former  enterprises,  are  to  be  as- 
cribed to  these  two  d^-pariments;  to  the  constant  er  dea- 
vour  of  the  contractors  to  procure  provisions  at  a  redi^ 
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ced  price,  in  order  to  enhance  their  profits,  and  to  fears 
entertained,  lest,  if  they  should  lay  in  aay  large  supply  it 
might  spoil  or  waste  on  their  hasids.  Evils  of  this  kind, 
growing  out  of  the  very  nature  of  the  establishment, 
ought,  long  sir.ce,  to  have  convinced  the  government  of 
the  propriety  of  resorting  to  some  other  and  better  mode 
for  supplying  its  armies  in  times  of  war.  The  inconve- 
niences in  the  quarter-masters'  department,  were,  in- 
deed, less  chargeable  to  the  incumbents  than  to  the  caus- 
es which  they  could  not  control;  for,  to  the  extreme 
ruggedness  of  the  way  over  which  wagons  had  to  pass, 
was  to  be  added  the  real  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sutiicient 
number  on  the  frontiers.  That  evils  so  severely  felt, 
might,  for  the  future,  be  avoided,  every  facility  was  af- 
forded these  two  departments,  that  the  requisition  novr 
made  upon  them  might  be  promptly  complied  with. 

To  give,  however,  sufficient  time,  and  to  prevent  any 
unnecessary  press,  the  troops  advancing  from  East  and 
West  Tennessee,  were  directed  to  be  halted  in  the  rear 
of  the  depots,  until  ample  stores,  in  advance,  to  justify 
immediate  operations,  should  be  provided,  and  the  re« 
quisite  transportations  procured. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  in  expectation  from 
the  numerous  and  strong  assurances  he  had  received, 
that  all  things  were  in  a  state  of  readiness,  Jackson  or- 
dered the  troops  to  advance,  and  form  a  union  at  head- 
quarters, then  at  Fort  Strother.  Greatly  to  his  surprise 
and  mortification,  he  soon  after  learned  that  the  con- 
tractor from  East  Tennessee  had  again  failed  to  comply 
with  his  engagement,  notwithsnandlng  the  ample  means 
which  he  possessed,  and  the  full  time  that  had  been  al- 
lowed him  for  that  purpose.  The  troops,  however, 
agreeably  to  the  order  received,  proceeded  on  their 
march.  Those  from  the  second  division,  under  briga- 
dier-generalJohnton,  arrived  on  the  14th;  which,  added 
to  the  force  under  general  Doherty,  from  East  Tennes- 
see, constituted  about  five  thousand  effectives.  Com- 
posed, as  this  army  was,  of  troops  entirely  raw,  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  any  thing  short  of  the  greatest 
firmness  in  its  officers  could  restrain  that  course  of  con^ 
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duct  and  disorder  which  had  hitherto  so  unhappily  pre- 
vailed. 

Tae  execution  of  a  private,  (John  Woods,)  who  had 
been  sentenced  by  a  court-martial,  on  a  charge  of  muti- 
ny, produced,  at  this  time,  great  excitemei.t,  aid  the 
most  salutary  efiects.  Tiiat  mutinous  spirit,  which  had 
so  frequently  broken  into  the  camp,  and  for  awhile  sus- 
pended all  active  operations,  remained  to  be  checked. — 
A  fit  occasion  was  now  at  hand  to  evir  ce,  that  although 
militia  when  at  their  firesides  at  home,  might  boast  an 
exemption  from  control,  yet,  in  the  field,  those  high  no- 
tions were  to  beabai;dojed,and  subordination  observed. 
Painful  as  it  was  to  the  feelirgs  of  the  general,  he  view- 
ed it  as  a  sacrifice  essential  to  the  preservation  of  good 
order,  and  left  the  sence  of  the  court  to  be  infjcted. — 
Tie  execution  was  productive  of  the  happiest  effects; 
order  was  produced,  and  that  opinio.",  which  had  so  long 
prevailed,  that  a  militia-man  was  privileged  and  for  no 
offence  liable  to  suffer  death,  was,  from  that  moment, 
abandoned,  and  a  stricter  obedience  than  had  been  prac- 
ticed, afterwards  characterized  the  army. 

Nothing  was  wanting  now  to  put  the  troops  in  motion, 
and  actively  to  prosecute  the  war,  but  the  want  of  ne- 
cessary suppUes.  Remonstrarce,  entreaty  and  threats, 
had  long  since  been  used  and  exhausted.  Every  mean 
had  been  resorted  to,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
contractors  the  necessity  of  urging  forward  in  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duty ;  but  the  same  indifierence  at  d 
neglect  were  still  persisted  in.  To  ward  off  the  effects 
of  such  great  evils — evils  which  he  foresaw  must  again 
eventuate  in  discontent  and  revolt,  Jackson  resolved  to 
pursue  a  different  course,  and  no  loLger  depei  d  on  per- 
sons who  had  so  frequently  disappointed  him,  and  whose 
only  object  was  the  acquiremetit  of  wealth.  He  accor- 
dingly despatched  messengers  to  the  nearest  settlements, 
with  directions  to  purchase  provisions,  at  whatever 
price  they  could  be  procured.  This  course,  to  these  in- 
cumbents on  the  nation,  afforded  an  argument  infinitely 
stronger  than  any  to  which  he  had  before  resorted. — 
Unexpectedly  assailed  in  a  way  they  had  not  previously 


1120  LIFE  OP  GENERAL  JACiKSOl^. 

>   thought  of,  by  being  held  and  made  hable  for  the  amount 
Vof  tne  purchases,  w-,icii  by  their  reglect  was  rejidered 
necessary,  they   exerted   themselves  in    disci\arge  of  a 
duty  they  had  lii'heno  too  shamefully  neglected.     Eve- 
ry iixpedieat  had  bee.!  practised  to  urge  them  to  a  com- 
phaitce  of  the  o'^ligatio-is  they  were  under  to  their  go- 
ven.ment;  uijtil  il^e  present,  none  had  proved  effectual. 
In  o  le  of  his  h  .iC'  ?,  about  this  time,  the  general  remarks: 
"I  nave  no  douai  but  a  combination  has  been  Ibrmed  to 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  camraign;  but  the  contractor 
ought  to  have  recollected  that  he  had  disappointed  and 
starved  my  army  once;  aid  now,  in  return,  it  shall  be 
amply  provided  for  at  his  expense.      At  this  point  he 
was  to  have  delivered  the   rations — a)  d  whatever  tl^ey 
may  cost,  at  this  place,  he  will  be  required  to  pay:  any 
price  that  will  ensure  their  delivery,  I  have  directed  to 
be  given."     The  supplying  an  army  by  contractors,  he 
liad  often  objected  to  as  highly  excepiioi;able  aid   dan- 
gerous.    His  monitor, on  this  subject,  was  his  own  expe- 
rience.    Disappoiiitment,  mutirsy,  ard  abai  doi  niert  by 
his  troops,  when  in  the   full   career  of  success,  ai  d  an 
unnecessarily  protracted   campaign,   were  amorg   the 
evils   already    experienced,   ar:d   whicii   he  desired,  if 
possible,  might  be  in  future  avoided.     The  difficulties — 
the  perplexities  he  had  met;  and  the  constant  dissatis- 
faction  whicli  had  rendered  his  troops  inefficient,  w  ere 
wholly  to  be  attributed  to  those,  who,  in  disregard  of 
the  public  good,  had  looked  alone  to  their  own  immedi- 
ate benefit.     It  was  high  time  that  the  feelusgs  as  d  inter- 
est of  such  men  should  be  disregarded,  ai^d  a  sense  of 
duty  enforced,  by  that  sort  of  appeal  w^hich  sordid  minds 
best  can  understand — an  appeal  to  profit  and  tiie  purse. 
Under  these  and  other  circumstances,  w^iich  seemed 
to  involve  the  most   serious   consequences,  the  general 
had  but  little  time  for  either  repose  or  quietness.      Eve- 
ry thing  was  moving  in  opposition  to  his  wishes.     The 
East  Tennessee  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Doher- 
ty^  having  been  instructed  to  halt,  until  adequate  sup- 
plies should  be  received  at  head-quarters,  had  already 
manifested  many  symptoms  of  revolt,  and  was  wi-n  diffi- 
culty restrained  from  abandoning  the  field  and  return- 
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ing  immediately  home.  Added  to  their  own  discontents, 
and  un'.vilUngness  to  remain  in  service,  much  pains  had 
been  taken  by  a  personage  high  in  authority,  to  scatter 
dissention,  and  to  persuade  them  that  they  had  been  im- 
properly called  out,  and  without  sufficient  authority; — 
that  the  draft  was  illegal,  and  that  they  were  under  no 
necessity  to  remain.  Arguments  like  these,  when  urged 
by  a  man  of  standing  and  in  office,  were  well  calculated 
to  answer  the  end  desired,  what  the  governing  motive 
was  that  gave  rise  to  a  course  of  conduct  so  much  at  war 
with  the  pubUc  interest,  and  the  duty  of  a  soldier,  is 
difficult  to  be  imagined ;  none  was  ever  avowed,  and 
certainly  none  can  be  otFered  that  will  account  for  it  sat- 
isfactorily. On  the  morning  that  general  Doherty  was- 
about  to  proceed  to  head-quarters,  he  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  drums  beatiig  up  for  volunteei's,  to  abandon 
his.camp  and  return  home.  Notwithstanding  all  his  ef- 
forts to  prevent  this  injurious  measure,  one  hundred  and  ' 
eighty  deserted.  '  His  surprise  was  still  greater,  on  re- 
ceiving information  in  which  he  conilded,  that  instruc- 
tions by  major-general  Cocke,  had  been  given,  thai  in 
the  event  any  number  of  the  troops  should  be  marched 
back,  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  discharge  tliem  from 
all  responsibility  on  their  return  to  Knoxville.  Tiie 
general  had  previously  appeared  at  the  camp  of  Doher- 
ty, aid,  bv  different  means,  attempted  to  excite  mutiny 
and  disaffection  among  the  troops.  As  a  reason  for  be- 
ing unwilhag  to  assume  the  command  and  go  with  them 
to  the  field,  he  stated,  that  they  would  be^  placed  in  a 
situation  wliich  he  disliked  to  tliink  of,  and  one  which 
his  feelings' would  not  enable  him  to  witness:  ihaf  they 
■were  about  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  general 
Jackson,  who  would  impose  on  them  the  severest  trirtls, 
and  where  they  would  have  to  encounter  every  imagina- 
ble privation  and  suHering.  He  represented,  that  at 
head-quarters  there  was  not  a  suOiciency  of  provisions  on 
hand  to  last  live  days;  nor  was  there  a  probability  that 
there  would  happen  any  change  of  circumstances  for 
the  better ;  that  should  they  once  be  placed  in  the  power 
of  Jackson,  such  was  his  nature  and  disposition  that. 
11 
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with  the  regular  force  under  his  command,  he  would 
compel  them  to  serve  whatever  length  of  time  he  pleased. 
Expressions  like  these,  to  men  who  had  never  before 
been  in  the  field,  and  proceeding  from  one  who  had  al- 
ready been  employed  in  a  respectable  command,  were 
well  calculated  to  produce  serious  and  alarming  impres- 
sions. Doherty,  who  was  a  brigadier  in  the  first  division, 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  should  proceed  with  his  own 
major-general,  who  havings  thus  obtruded  himself  into  his 
camp,  was  endeavouring  to  excite  mutiny  and  revolt;  he 
accordingly  despatched  an  express  to  head-quarters  to 
give  information  to  general  Jackson  of  what  was  passing  in 
his  camp.  The  messenger  arrived,  and,  in  return,  re- 
ceived an  oi-der  to  Doherty,  commanding  him,  peremp- 
torily, to  seize,  and  send  under  guard  to  Fort  Strother, 
every  officer, without  regard  to  his  rank,  who  sbould.be 
found,  in  any  manner,  attempting  to  incite  his  army  to 
mutiny.  General  Cocke,  apprehending  what  was  going 
on,  or  perhaps  obtaining  intelligence,  had  retired  beiore 
the  order  arrived,  and  thus  escaped  the  punishment  due 
to  so  aggravated  an  offence,  and  which,  from  the  known 
patriotism  and  decision  of  the  commanding  general, 
would  doubtless  have  been  extended. 

About  this  time,  colonel  Dyer  was  despatched  with 
six  hundred  men,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  head  of 
the  Black  Warrior,  and  ascertain  if  any  force  of  the  Indi- 
ans was  embodied  in  that  quarter,  and  disperse  them, 
that  they  might  not,  through  this  route,  be  enabled  to 
gain  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  cut  off  the  supplies.  This 
detachment  having  proceeded  eight  days  through  the 
heights  along  the  Cohawba,  had  fallen  in  with  a  trial  the 
enemy  had  passed,  stretching  eastwardly,  and  followed 
it  for  some  distance.  Apprehending  that  the  army 
might  be  on  the  eve  of  departing  from  Fort  Strolher, 
and  being  unable  to  obtain  any  certain  information  ojf 
the  savages,  he  desisted  from  the  pursuit,  and  returned 
to  camp. 

That  there  might  be  no  troops  in  the  field  in  a  situa- 
tion not  to  be  serviceable,  and  as  supplies  were  an  impor- 
tant consideration,  orders  were  given  the  brigadiers  to 
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dismiss  from  the  ranks  every  invalid,  and  all  who  were 
not  well  armed. 

General  Jackson  having  at  length,  by  constant  and 
unremitted  exertions,  obtained  such  suppUes  as  he  be- 
lieved would  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  proceed, 
determined  to  set  out  and  pursue  his  course  still  further 
into  the  enemy's  country.  A  fear  of  the  consequences 
to  an  army  from  inaction;  a  wish  that  time  might  not  be 
loitered  away  uselessly;  and  a  consciousness  that  a  suf- 
ficiency of  provisions  was  on  the  way,  and  could  be  for- 
warded to  him  from  the  post  maintained  in  his  rear, 
prompted  him  to  do  so  On  the  14th  he  commenced 
his  march,  and  crossing  the  river,  arrived  on  the  21st 
at  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek,  which  had  been  previous- 
ly selected  for  the  establishment  of  a  fort.*  At  this  place 
it  became  necessary  to  delay  a  day  or  two,  with  a  view 
to  detail  a  sufficient  force  for  the  protection  and  safety 
of  the  post,  and  to  await  the  coming  of  the  provision 
boats  which  were  descending  the  Coosa,  and  which,  as 
yet,  had  not  arrived. 

Oil  the  2'2d  of  January,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Emuck- 
faw,  general  Coffee,  as  has  been  already  stated,  had  been 
detached  to  destroy  the  Indian  encampment  on  the  Tal- 
lapoosa ;  having  reconnoitred  their  position,  and  believ- 
ing them  too  strongly  posted  to  be  advantageously  assail- 
ed by  tlie  force  which  he  then  commanded,  he  had  re- 
tired without  making  the  attempt.  The  position  they 
had  chosen  was  at  a  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa,  called  by  the 
Indians  Tohopeka,  which  interpreted  into  our  language 
means  Horse  Shoe,  not  far  from  New  Youcka,  and  near 
the  Oakfusky  villages.  Fortified  as  it  was  by  nature, 
and  the  skill  and  exertions  of  the  savages,  no  other  con- 
jecture was  entertained,  that  at  this  place  was  intended 
a  defence  of  the  most  desperate  and  determined  kind. 
Learning  that  the  Indians  were  still  embodied  here,  Jack- 
son resolved,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  keep  open  a  communication,  and  pre- 
serve in  safety  his  rear,  to  make  a  descent  on  it,  and 

*Fort  Williams, 
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destroy  the  confederacy;  thence,  returning  to  Fort  Wil- 
liams for  provisions,  to  urge  forward  to  the  Hickory 
ground,  where  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  finally  to  ter- 
minate the  war. 

On  the  24th,  leaving  a  sufficient  force  under  brigadier- 
general  Johnston  for  the  protection  of  the  post,  with 
eight  days'  provisions  he  left  Fort  Williams  and  set  out 
for  the  Tallapoosa,  by  the  way  of  Emuckfaw.  The 
whole  force  now  with  him  amounted  to  less  than  three 
thousand  eifective  men ;  being  considerably  reduced  by 
the  necessity  of  leaving  behind  him  detachments  for 
garrisons  at  the  different  forts.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the 
Jiiorning  of  the  27th,  after  a  march  of  fifty-two  miles,  he 
reached  the  village  Tohopeka.  The  enemy,  having 
gained  intelligence  of  his  approach,  had  collected  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  with  a  view  to  give  him  battle.  The 
warriors  from  the  adjacent  towns,  Oakfusky,  Hillabee, 
Eufalee,  and  New  Youcka,  amounting  to  a  thousand 
or  twelve  hundred,  were  here  collected  ready,  and 
waiting  his  approach.  They  could  have  selected  no 
place  better  calculated  for  defence;  for, independent  of 
the  advantages  bestowed  on  it  by  nature,  their  own  ex- 
ertions had  greatly  contributed  to  its  strength.  Sur- 
rounded almost  entirely  by  the  river,  it  was  accessible 
only  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  of  three  hundred  and  fif- 
ty yards  width,  which  they  had  taken  much  pains  to 
secure  and  defend,  by  placing  large  timbers  and  trunks 
of  trees  horizontally  on  each  other,  leaving  but  a  single 
place  of  entrance.  From  a  double  row  of  port  holes 
formed  in  it,  they  were  enabled  to  give  complete  direc- 
tion to  their  fire,  whilst  they  lay  in  perfect  security  be- 
hind. 

General  Coffee,  at  the  head  of  the  mounted  infantry 
and  friendly  Indians,  had  been  despatched  early  in  the 
morning  from  the  camp,  with  orders  to  gain  tl  e  south- 
ern bank  of  the  river,  encircle  tlie  bend,  and  make  some 
feint,  or  manoeuyering,  by  which  to  divert  the  enemy 
from  the  point  where'the  attack  was  intended  principal- 
ly to  be  waged.  He  was  particularly  instructed  so  to 
arjange  and  dispose  the  force  under  his  coromaiid,  that 
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the  savages  might  not  escape  hy  passing  to  the  opposite 
side  in  their  canoes,  with  which,  it  was  represented,  the 
whole  shore  was  lined.  Jackson,  with  the  rest  of  the 
nrmy,  proceeded  to  taice  a  position  in  fi'ont  of  the  breast 
woric.  Having  planted  his  cannon  on  an  eminence, 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  front  of  the  enenriy's 
line,  with  a  view  to  break  down  his  defence,  a  brisk 
lire  commenced.  The  musketry  and  rifles,  Avhich  oc- 
cupied a  nearer  position,  were  used  as  the  Indians  oc- 
casionally showed  themeelves  from  behind  th^r  works. 
The  artillery  was  \Yell  served  by  major  Bradford,  and 
the  fire  kept  up  for  some  minutes  without  making  any 
impression;  time,  however,  was  gained  for  complete 
readiness.  The  signals  having  now  announced  that  gen- 
eral Cotlee  had  reached  in  safety  his  point  of  destination, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  had  formed  his  line, 
and  was  ready  to  act,  the  order  v/as  given  to  charge.— 
>'  Never  v/ere  troops  more  eager  to  be  led  on  than  were 
both  regulars  and  militia.  They  had  been  waiting  with 
impatience  for  the  order,  and  hailed  it  with  acclama- 
tions. The  spirit  that  animated  them  vras  a  sure  augu- 
ry of  the  success  that  was  to  follovr."  Between  them 
there  was  no  diifereijce ;  both  advanced  with  the  intre- 
pidity and  iirmuess  of  veteran  soldiers.  The  thirty- 
ninth  regiment,  led  on  by  their  commander,  colonel  Will- 
iams, and  tlic  brave  but  ill-fated  major  Montgomery, 
and  the  militia  under  the  command  of  colonel  Bunch, 
moved  forward  amidst  a  destructive  fire  that  continual- 
ly poured  upon  them,  and  vt^ere  presently  at  the  ram- 
part. Here  an  obstinate  and  destructive  conflict  ensu- 
ed, each  contending  for  the  j)ort  holes,  on  ditiferent 
sides.  Many  of  the  enemy's  balls  were  welded  between 
the  muskets  and  bayonets  of  our  soldiers.  At  this  mo- 
ment, major  Montgomery  leapir.g  on  the  wall,  called  to 
his  men  to  mount  and  follow  liim;.  he  had  scarcely  spo- 
Ivcn,  when  siiot  through  the  head,  lie  fell  lifeless  to  the 
ground.  Our  troops  eagerly  followed  -tlie  example  he 
had  set  and  scaled  their  ramparts.  Finding  it  no  lon- 
ger tenable,  the  savages  ahandoiied  their  posiiion,  and 
retiring  from  their  works  concealed  themselves  amidit 
11*- 
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the  brush  and  timber  that  lay  thickly  scattered  over  the 
peninsula;  whence  they  continued  resistance,  and  kept 
up  a  galling  and  constant  fire,  until  they  were  again 
charged,  and  forced  back.  Driven  to  despair,  not  know- 
ing whither  to  flee,  and  resolving  not  to  surrender,  they 
saw  no  other  alternative,  than  an  effort  to  effect  their 
escape,  by  passing  in  their  canoes  to  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river;  from  this  they  were,  however,  prevented, 
by  perceiving  that  a  part  of  the  army  already  lined  the 
opposite  shore.  Under  these-  circumstances,  the  re- 
maining warriors,  who  yet  survived  the  severity  of  the 
conilict,  betaking  themselves  to  flight,  leaped  down  the 
banks,  and  concealed  themselves  along  the  cliffs  and 
isteeps,  which  were  covered  by  the  trees  that  had  been 
felled  from  their  margin.  Many  had  betaken  them- 
selves to  the  west  angle  of  their  line  of  defence,  where, 
iiP:der  cover  and  protection  of  heaps  of  brush,  a  spirited 
iitc  was  kept  up  upon  those  of  our  troops  who  had  gain- 
ed tlielr  line,  and  those  who  were  advancing  on  the  ou- 
ter side.  From  these  secreted  places  they  would  fire 
and  disappear.  General  Jackson  perceiving  tliat  fur- 
ther resistance  must  involve  them  in  utter  destruction ; 
and  entertaining  a  desire  that  they  should  yield  a  con- 
test which  now  evidently  was  a  hopeless  one,  ordered 
the  Interpreter  to  advance  with  a  flag,  under  cover  of 
Some  trees  which  stood  in  front,  until  he  should  reach  a 
position  sufiicientiy  near  to  be  heard.  He  did  so,  and 
having  arrived  v>  ithin  forty  yards  of  the  spot  where  the 
Indians  were  concealed,  in  an  audible  voice,  and  in  their 
own  language,  addressed  them;  told  them  of  the  folly 
of  further  resistance,  and  that  he  was  commimded  by 
general  Jackson  to  say,  that  if  disposed  to  surrender, 
they  should  be  received  and  treated  as  prisoners.  They 
w^aited  patiently  until  he  had  finished,  and  heard  what 
he  had  to  say ; — a  pause  ensued !  and  at  the  moment 
when  he  was  expecting  to  receive  an  answer,  and  to,, 
learn  that  a  surrender  would  be  at  once  made,  a  fire 
was  opened  upon  the  flag,  and  the  Interpreter  severely 
wounded  in  the  breast.  Finding  they  would  not  yield, 
nor  abandon  the  course  of  desperation  on  which  they 
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had  resolutely  fixed  their  minds,  orders  were  given  to 
dislodge  them.  To  accomplish  this  the  artillery  was 
first  turned  against  them;  but  being  firom  its  size  incapa- 
ble of  producing  any  effect,  a  charge  was  made,  in  which 
several  valuable  hves  were  lost;  it  however  succeeded, 
and  the  enemy  were  dislodged  from  their  covert  place 
on  the  right  angle  of  their  line  of  defence.  Lighted 
torches  were  now  thrown  down  the  steeps,  which,  com- 
municating with  the  brush  and  trees,  and  setting  them 
on  fire,  drove  them  from  their  hiding  places,  and  brought 
them  to  view.  Still  did  they  refuse  to  surrender,  and 
still  maintained  the  conflict.  Thus  the  carnage  contin- 
ued until  night  separated  the  combatants,  when  the  few 
misguided  savages  who  had  avoided  the  havoc  and 
slaughter  of  the  day,  were  enabled,  through  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  to  make  their  escape. 

Whilst  the  attack  was  thus  waged  in  front  of  the  line, 
the  friendly  Indians  in  general  Coffee's  detachment,  un- 
der the  command  of  colonel  Moigan,  with  captain  Rus- 
sell's company  of  spies,  were  effecting  much;  and  no 
doubt,  to  the  course  pursued  by  them  on  the  opposite 
side,  was  greatly  owning  the  facility  with  which  the 
breast-work  was  scaled,  and  its  possession  obtained. — 
The  village  stood  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  and  on 
that  part  of  the  peninsula  most  remote  from  the  fortifi- 
cation. At  the  line  were  all  their  warriors  collected. 
Several  of  the  Cherokees  aud  Russell's  spies  having 
swam  across,  unobserved,  and  procured  their  canoes,  a 
considerable  number  passed  over,  entered  the  town,  and 
fired  it.  No  sooner  was  this  discovered,  than  their  at- 
tention and  opposition  was  necessarily  divided,  and 
drawn  to  the  protection  of  a  point  which  they  had  hith- 
erto believed  secure,  and  where  they  had  not  appre- 
hended an  attack.  Thus  assailed  from  an  unexpected 
quarter — a  force  in  their  rear,  and  another  still  stron- 
ger, advancing  on  their  front,  tb.e  invading  army  was  af- 
forded a  much  easier  and  less  hazardous  opportunity  of 
succeeding  in  the  assault  and  securing  the  victory. 

This  battle  gave  a  death  blow  to  their  hopes;  nor  did 
!hey  venture,  afterwards,  to  make  a  stand.     From  their 
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fastnesses  in  the  woods  they  had  tried  tiieir  strengths 
agreeably  to  their  accustomed  mode  of  warfare;  in  am- 
buscade, iieid  brought  on  the  attaclc;  and,  in  all,  failure 
and  disaster  had  been  met.  None  of  the  advantages 
incident  on  surprise,  and  for  which  the  red  men  of  our 
forests  have  been  always  so  characterized,  had  they 
been  able  to  obtain.  The  continual  defeats  ■  they 
had  received,  were,  doubtless,  the  reason  of  their  having- 
so  strongly  fortified  tbis  place,  where  they  had  deter- 
mined to  perish  or  to  be  victorious.  That  such  a  reso- 
luiion  had  been  taken,  is  conclusive,  from  the  circuin- 
^^lanceof  tiieir  having  permitted  their  women  and  chil- 
dren to  remain:  these  they  are  always  careful  to  remove 
lar  from  danger,  and  their  scenes  of  action.  The  assu- 
rance of  success  v/hich  they  indulged,  arising  from  the 
security  their  position  and  defence  presented,. had  pre- 
vented their  adhering  to  this  precautionary  measure, 
which,  hitherto,  they  had  never  overlooked.  In  this 
action,  the  best  and  bravest  of  their  warriors  v.ere  de- 
stroyed :  and  a  greater  loss  was  sustained  than  had  been 
met  with  in  any  of  their  previous  contests.  Few  escap- 
ed the  carnage.  Of  the  killed,  many  by  their  friends 
were  thrown  into  the  river,  whilst  the  battle  raged; — 
many,  in  endeavouring  to  pass  it,  were  sunk  by  the  stea- 
dy  (ire  ofCotlee's  brigade;  and  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  were  left  dead  on  the  ground.  Among  the  num- 
ber of  the  slain,  were  three  of  their  prophets.  Decora- 
ted in  a  most  fantastic  manner — the  plumage  of  variou;; 
birds  about  their  heads  and  shoulders;  with  savage  grim- 
aces, and  horrid  contortions  of  the  body,  they  danced 
and  howled  their  cantations  to  the  sun.  Their  depen- 
dents already  believed  a  communion  with  heaven  sure, 
Avhich,  moved  by  entreaty,  and  their  otfered  homage, 
would  aid  them  in  the  coaBict,  and  give  a  triumph  to 
their  arms.  Fear  had  no  influence:  and  whenthey  be- 
held our  apmy  approaching,  and  already  scaling  their 
line  of  defence,  even  then,  far  from  being  dispirited,  hope 
survived,  and  victory  was  still  anticipated.  Monohoe, 
one  of  the  most  considerable  of  their  inspired  ones,  and 
who  had  ciieered  and  kept  alive  the  broken  spirit  of  tlie 
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imtion  1)}'  his  pretended  divinations,  fell,  mortally  wound- 
ed, by  a  cannon  shot  in  the  mouth,  while  earnestly  en- 
gaged in  his  incantations,  and  in  urging  and  encourag- 
ing his  troops  resolutely  to  contend. 

Three  hundred  prisoners  were  taken,  most  of  whom 
were  women  and  children.  That  so  few  -svarriors  should 
have  sought  and  obtained  safety,  by  appealing  to  the 
clemency  of  the  victors,  to  persons  acquainted  with  the 
mode  of  Indian  warfare  will  not  appear  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise. It  seldom  happens  that  they  extend  or  solicit 
quarter:  faithless  themselves,  they  place  no  reliance  on 
the  faith  of  others;  and,  when  overcome  in  battle,  seek 
no  other  protection  than  dexterity  and  haste  in  retreat 
afford.  Another  cause  for  it,  may  be  found  in  a  reason 
already  given,  the  attack  by  a  detachment  of  general 
Cocke's  division,  on  the  Hillabee  clans,  who  were  as- 
sailed and  put  to  the  sword,  at  a  moment  when,  having 
asked  peace  at  discretion,  they  were  expecting  it  to  be 
given.  This  misfortune  had  alone  been  occasioned  by  a 
want  of  concert  in  the  divisions  of  our  army;  but  it  was 
past,  and  with  it  was  gone,  on  the  part  of  the  savages, 
all  confidence  in  our  integrity  and  humanity;  and  they 
looked  and  trusted  for  safety  now  to  nothing  but  their 
own  bravery.  In  this  contest  they  maintained  resistance, 
fighting  and  firing  from  their  covert  places,  long  after 
the  hope  either  of  success  or  escape  was,  or  should  have 
been  at  an  end,  and  after  the  proposal  had  been  submit- 
ted to  spare  the  further  useless  waste  of  blood.  A  few, 
who  had  lain  quiet,  and  concealed  under  the  cliffs,  sur- 
vived the  severity  of  the  conflict,  and  effected  their  re- 
treat under  cover  of  the  night. 

Our  loss,  atthough  considerable,  was  small,  when 
compared  v/ith  that  of  the  enemy;  the  whole  estimate, 
including  the  friendly  and  Cherokee  Indians,  was  but 
fifty-five  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six  wound- 
ed. Of  the  former  was  major  Montgomery,  a  brave 
and  enterprising  young  officer,  of  the  thirty-ninth  re- 
giment, and  Heutenants  M«ulton  and  Somerville,  whp 
fell  early  in  the  action. 

The  object  of  the  present  visit  being  ansAvered,  ti^te 
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general,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  with  which  he  had  set 
out,  concluded  to  return  to  Fort  Williams.  Having  sunk 
his  dead  in  the  river,  to  prevent  their  being  scalped  by 
the  savages,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
carrying  off  his  wounded,  he  commenced  his  return 
march  for  the  fort,  and  in  a  few  days  reached  it  in 
Safety.* 

His  first  object,  on  his  arrival,  was  to  excite,  in  the 
breasts  of  his  soldiers,  a  sense  of  pride  commensurate 
with  the  achievenients  they  had  performed,  and  the 
valour  they  had  displayed.  He  was  impelled  to  it 
from  a  consciousness  that  feeling,  once  subsided,  could 
with  difficulty  be  again  aroused;  and  from  a  desire  to 
ward  off  that  despondency  from  his  rai  ks  which  had 
once  proved  so  fatal  to  his  hopes.  With  a  view  to 
these  objects,  the  next  day  on  parade,  before  the  fort, 
he  published  to  them  this  address: 

"  You  have  entitled  yourselves  to  the  gratitude  of 
your  country  and  your  general.  The  expedition,  from 
which  you  have  just  returned,  has,  by  your  good  con- 
duct, been  rendered  prosperous,  beyond  any  example  in 
the  history  of  our  warfare:  it  has  redeemed  the  charae- 

*  Sinking  them  in  the  river,  in  preference  to  burying  them,  was 
^adopted,  from  the  consideration,  that  those  of  our  troops  who  had 
previously  fallen,  had  been  raised,  stripped,  and  scalped.  Many  of 
the  Indians  at  Tohopeka  were  found  in  the  clothes  of  those  who 
had  been  killed  and  buried  at  Emuckfaw.  It  is  true  that  this 
could  ouerate  no  injury  to  the  dead  ;  yet  was  it  important,  that 
for  the  future  this  should  be  prevented.  It  was  a  fact  well  ascer- 
tained, that  the  Creek  nation,  generally,  were  ignorant  of  the  ex- 
tfint  and  number  of  their  defeats;  and  so  long  as  they  could  be 
Induced  to  believe,  by  tlio»e  who  undertook  to  acrnunt  for  it  in 
that  w:iyi  th  it  their  missing  warriors  were  still  alive,  and  had  gone 
on  some  distant  enterj^rise  ;  or  could  obtain  the  scalps  of  the  kill- 
ed, which  they  alw^iy?  consider  as  certain  evidences  of  victory, 
the  war  would  continue.  It  was  thought,  therefore,  better  to  sink 
them  in  the  river  than  to  bury  tligro,  as  the  enemy  would  be  (here- 
by In  rived  of  those  badges  of  national  and  individual  <listinctiou,i 
flj*e  %Sooi  of  which  would  b^  to  shorten  the  period  of  tiie  war* 
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l€r  of  your  state,  and  of  that  description  of  troops  of 
which  the  greater  part  of  you  are. 

"  You  have,  within  a  few  days,  opened  jour  way  to  the 
Tallapoosa,  and  destroyed  a  confederacy  of  the  enemy, 
ferocious  by  nature,  and  who  had  grown  insolent  from 
impunity.  Relyis  g  on  their  numbers,  the  security  of 
their  situation,  ajid  the  assurances  of  their  prophets, 
they  derided  our  approach,  and  already  exulted  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  victory  they  expected  to  obtain.  But 
they  were  ipnorant  of  the  influence  and  effect  of  govern- 
meiit  or.  the  human  powers,  nor  knew  what  brave  men, 
ar,d  civihzed,  could  effect.  By  their  yells,  they  hoped 
to  fiighten  us,  and  with  their  wooden  fortifications,  to 
oppose  us.  Stupid  mortals!  tb.eir  yells  but  designated 
their  situation  the  more  certainly ;  whilst  their  walls  be- 
came a  siiare  for  their  own  destruction.  So  will  it  ever 
be,  when  presumption  and  ignorance  contend  against 
bravery  ar.d  prudence. 

"  The  fiends  of  the  Tallapoosa  will  no  longer  murder 
our  women  and  children,  or  disturb  the  quiet  of  our 
borders.  Their  midvught  flambeaux  will  no  more  illu- 
mine their  council-house,  or  shine  upon  the  victim  of 
their  iiifernal  orgies.  In  their  places,  a  new  generation 
will  arise,  who  will  know  their  duty  better.  The  wea- 
pons of  warfare  will  be  exchanged  for  the  utensils  of  hus- 
bandry ;  and  the  wilderness,  which  now  withers  in  ster- 
ility, and  mourns  the  desolation  which  overspreads  her, 
will  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  become  the  nursery  of  the 
arts.  But  before  this  happy  day  can  arrive,  other  cha- 
stisements remain  to  be  inflicted.  It  is  indeed  lament- 
able, that  the  path  to  peace  should  lead  through  blood, 
and  over  the  bodies  of  the  slain:  but  it  is  a  dispensation 
of  Providence,  and  perhaps  a  wise  one,  to  inflict  partial 
evils,  that  ultimate  good  may  be  produced. 

"  Our  enemies  are  not  sufficiently  humbled, — they  do 
not;Sue  for  peace.  A  collection  of  them  await  our  ap- 
proacTi,  and  remain  to  be  dispersed.  Buried  in  igno- 
rance, and  seduced  by  the  false  pretences  of  their  pro- 
phets, they  havp  the  weakness  to  believe  they  will  still 
fee  able  to  make  k  decided  stand  against  us.    They  must 
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be  undeceived,  and  made  to  atone  their  obstinacy  ami 
their  crimes,  by  still  iurther  suffering.  Those  hopes 
which  have  so  long  deluded  them,  must  be  driven  from 
their  last  refuge.  They  must  be  made  to  know,  that 
their  prophets  are  imf^ostors,  and  that  our  strength  is 
migiity,  and  will  prevail.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  may 
we  expect  to  make  with  them  a  peace  that  shall  be  per* 
maaent.' 

U.iderstanding  that  the  enemy  was  embodied,  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  at  Hoithlewalee,  a  town  situated  not 
far  from  the  Hickory  ground,  he  was  ar.xious  to  re-com- 
mence his  operations  as  early  as  possible,  that  the  ad- 
vantages he  had  gained,  and  the  impression  he  had 
made,  might  not  be  lost.  The  forces  under  his  com- 
mand, from  sickness,  the  loss  which  had  been  sustained 
in  the  late  battle,  and  numerous  discharges  giver,  ijad 
been  too  much  reduced  in  strength,  to  permit  him  to  act 
as  efficiently  as  the  importance  of  the  crisis  required.  It 
was  desirable,  therefore,  to  effect  a  junction  with  the 
southern  army  as  speedily  as  possible,  that  from  an  in- 
crease and  concentration  of  his  numbers,  greater  effi- 
ciency might  be  had.  The  North  Carolina  troops,  un- 
der the  command  of  general  Graham,  an  experierced 
officer  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  those  of  Georgia,. 
Tinder  colonel  Milton,  were  ascertained  to  be  somewhere 
south  of  the  Tallapoosa,  ahd  could  be  at  no  great  dis- 
tance.  To  unite  with  them,  was  an  event  greatly  de- 
sired, as  well  with  a  view  to  push  his  operations  more 
actively,  as  to  be  able  to  procure  for  the  army  those 
supplies  which  he  feared  the  resources  within  his  own 
camp  might  not  sufficiently  afford ;  for  hitherto,  he  had 
received  from  geiieral  Pinckney  strong  assurances  that 
ail  complaints  O)  this  subject  would  be  at  an  end  so 
soon  ^s  his  and  the  southern  division  could  ui-ite.  No 
time  was  to  be  lost  in  effecting  a  purpose  so  essential. 
General  Jackson  accordirgly  ^termircd  to  leave  his  sick 
and  wounded,  and  the  fort,  t^he  care^  and  command  of 
brigadier  Johnston,  and  to  set  outlagiain  for  the  Talla- 
poosa. O/!  the  7th,  with  all  his  disDOsable  force,  he 
eiDinmenced  hie  march,  with  the  double  view  of  effect- 
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Ing  a  union  with  the  army  below,  and  of  attacking  on 
his  route  the  enemy's  force  which  were  collected  at 
Hoithlewalee.  His  greatest  difficulty  Avas  in  conveying 
to  colonel  Milton  intelligence  of  his  intended  operations. 
The  friendly  Indian^,  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
country,  had  been  always  selected  as  expresses,  were 
with  difficulty  to  be  prevailed  on  now  for  any  such  un- 
dertaking. Believing  their  nation  to  be  embodied  ia 
larger  numbers  than  any  which  had  been  yet  encoun- 
tered, and  that,  confiding  in  their  strength.,  they  would 
be  better  enabled  to  go  forth,  searching  and  spying 
through  the  surrounding  country,  they  at  once  concluded 
that  any  enterprise  of  this  kind  would  be  attended  with 
too  great  peril  and  danger,  and  the  difficulty  of  eluding 
observation  too  much  increased,  for  them  to  adventure. 
This  circumstance  had  as  yet  prevented  the  aiTangement 
of  such  measures  as  were  best  calculated  to  bring  the 
different  divisions  to  act  in  general  concert.  The  ne- 
cessity, however,  of  such  co-operation,  was  too  impor- 
tant, at  this  moment,  not  to  be  effected,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble. Should  it  be  possible,  at  the  point  they  now  oc- 
cupied, to  bring  the  enemy  to  battle,  and  a  decisive  ad- 
vantage be  obtained  over  them,  dispirited  and  broken, 
they  might  be  induced  to  submit  to  any  terms,  and  the 
conflict  be  ended ;  but  if  suffered  to  escape,  they  might 
again  collect,  give  battle  at  some  fortunate  and  unex- 
pected moment,  and  thereby  protract  the  war  a  consid- 
erable time.  To  prevent  this  was  desirable:  and  in  no 
other  way  could  it  so  certainly  be  effected,  than  that 
while  the  Tennessee  troops  under  the  command  of  Jack- 
son advanced  from  the  north,  the  Carolinians  and  Geor- 
gians might  make  such  a  disposition  as  would  prevent 
any  escape  of  the  enemy,  by  their  crossing  the  river,, 
and  passing  off  in  the  direction  of  Pensacola  and  the 
Escambia. 

Having  at  length  succeeded  in  procuring  confidential 
messengers,  previously  to  setting  out  on  this  expedition^ 
Jackson  addressed  colonel  Milton,  and  advised  him  of 
his  intended  movement.  To  guard  against  any  acci- 
de«t  or  failure  that  might  happen,  different  expresses 
12 
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were  despatched,  by  different  routes.  He  informed  him, 
that  with  eight  days'  provisions,  and  a  force  of  about 
two  thousand  nien,  he  should,  on  the  7th,  take  up  the 
line  of  march,  and  proceed  directly  for  Hoithlewalee; 
which  he  expected  certainly  to  reach  and  attack  on  the 
11th.  He  urged  the  necessity  of  a  proper  concert  be- 
ing established  in  their  movements;  and  either  that  he 
should  proceed  against  the  same  place,  about  the  same 
time,  or,  by  making  some  favourable  diversion  in  the 
neighbourhood,  contribute  to  the  successful  accomplish- 
ment of  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

The  point  of  destination,  owning  to  the  torrents  of 
rain  which  had  fallen,  and  raised  the  streams  to  consid- 
erable heights,  he  was  not  able  to  reach  until  the  13th. 
This  delay,  unavoidable,  and  not  to  be  prevented,  gave 
the  Indians  an  opportunity  of  fleeing  from  the  threaten- 
ed danger.  On  arriving  at  an  usually  inconsiderable 
stream  which  skirted  the  town,  it  was  so  swollen  a?  to 
be  rendei'ed  impassable.  The  savages,  gaining  intelli- 
gence of  an  approach  that  was  thus  unavoidably  retarded, 
were  enabled  to  efiect  an  escape  by  passing  the  river  in 
their  canoes,  and  gaining  the  opposite  shore.  Had  co- 
lonel Milton  fortunately  made  a  different  disposition  of 
the  troops  under  his  command,  and  by  guarding  the 
southern  bank  of  the  river,  co-operated  with  the  Ten- 
nessee division,  their  escape  would  have  been  prevent- 
ed, and  the  whole  force,  collected,  would  either  have  been 
destroyed  or  made  prisoners.  Although  Jackson,  in  his 
letter  of  the  5th,  had  given  intelligence  that  he  would 
reach  the  enemy  on  the  11th;  and  when  prevented  by 
ligli  waters  and  rotten  roads,  had  again  notified  him 
that  he  would  certainly  arrive  and  commence  the  at- 
tack by  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  urged  him  to 
guard  the  south  bank  of  the  Tallapoosa,  still  was  the  re- 
quest disregarded,  and  the  savages  permitted  to  escape. 
Learning  they  were  abandoning  their  position,  and  seek 
ing  safety  in  flight,  Jackson  filed  to  the  right  and  over- 
taking the  rear  of  the  fugitives,  succeeded  in  making 
twenty-five  prisoners.  At  this  time,  nothing  was  heard 
of  colonel  Milton;  but  on  the  same  day,  having  march- 
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ed  about  five  miles  from  his  encampment  at  Fort  Deca- 
tur, and  approached  within  four  of  Hoithiewalee,  he, 
the  next  morning,  gave  notice  of  an  intention  to  attack 
the  village  that  day ;  at  this  moment  the  inhabitants 
and  warriors  had  fled,  and  the  town  was  occupied  and 
partly  destroyed  by  a  detachment  from  Jackson's  army 
that  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  creek. 

The  Georgia  army  being  so  near  at  hand,  was  a  source 
of  some  satisfaction,  although  the  escape  of  the  enemy 
had  rendered  their  presence  of  less  importance  than  it 
otherwise  would  have  been.  The  stock  of  provisions, 
with  which  the  march  had  been  commenced  from  Fort 
Williams,  was  now  nearly  exhausted.  Assurances, 
however,  having  been  so  repeatedly  given,  that  abun- 
dant supplies  would  be  had  on  uniting  with  the  south- 
ern army,  and  that  event  being  now  so  near  at  handj  all 
uneasiness  upon  the  subject  was  at  once  dispelled.  Co- 
lonel Milton  was  immediately  applied  to,  the  situation 
of  the  army  disclosed,  and  such  aid  as  he  could  extend, 
solicited.  He  returned  an  ansv/er  to  the  general's  de- 
mand, observing,  he  had  sent  provisions  for  the  friendly 
Indians,  and  would,  the  next  day,  lend  some  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  troops;  but  felt  himself  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  furnish  any.  Jackson,  fully  satisfied  of  its  being 
in  his  power  to  relieve  him,  and  that  this  apparent  un- 
willingness did  not,  and  could  not  proceed  from  any 
scarcity  in  his  camp,  assumed  a  higher  ground,  and  in- 
stead of  asking  assistance,  now  demanded  it.  He  stated, 
that  his  men  were  destitute  of  supplies,  and  that  he  had 
been  duly  apprised  of  it;  and  concluded  by  ordering, 
not  requesting  him  to  send  five  thousand  rations  immedi- 
-ately,  for  present  relief;  and  for  himself  and  the  forces 
under  his  command  to  join  him  at  Hoithiewalee  by  ten 
o'clock  the  next  day.  "This  order,"  he  remarked, 
"  must  be  obeyed  without  hesitation." — It  was  obeyed. 
The  next  day,  a  junction  having  been  effected,  the  ne- 
cessary steps  were  taken  to  bring  down  the  provisions 
deposited  at  Fort  Decatur,  and  for  the  first  time,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Creek  war,  inconveniences 
for  the  want  of  supplies,  and  an  apprehension  of  suff^p 
in§j,  were  removed. 
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Appearances  seemed  now  to  warrant  the  belief,  that 
the  war  would  not  be  of  much  longer  continuance;  the 
priiTCipal  chiefs  of  the  Hickory  ground  tribes  were  com- 
ing in,  making  professions  of  friendship,  and  giving  as- 
surances of  their  being  no  longer  disposed  to  continue 
hostilities.  The  general  had  been  met,  on  his  late 
march,  by  a  Hag  from  these  clans,  giving  information  of 
their  disposition  to  be  at  peace.  In  return  they  receiv- 
ed this  answer;  that  those  of  the  war  party  who  were 
desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  contest  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  and  of  becoming  friendly,  should  evince 
their  intention  of  doing  so  by  retiring  in  the  rear  of  the 
army,  and  settling  themselves  to  the  north  of  Fort  Will- 
iams ;  that  no  other  proof  than  this,  of  their  pacific  dis- 
positions, would  be  received.  Fourteen  chiefs  of  these 
tribes  had  arrived,  to  furnish  still  further  evidence  of 
their  desire  for  peace.  They  assured  the  general  that 
their  old  king,  Foushatchee,  was  anxious  to  be  permit- 
ted to  visit  him  in  person,  and  was  then  on  his  way,  with 
his  followers,  to  settle  above  Fort  Williams,  agreeably 
to  the  information  he  had  received  by  the  flag  which 
had  lately  returned  to  him. 

Detachments  were  out  scouring  the  country  to  th© 
south,  with  orders  to  break  up  any  collection  of  the  ene- 
my that  might  be  heard  of  in  convenient  distance.  The 
main  body  was  prepared  tw  advance  to  the  junction  of 
the  two  rivers,  where,  until  now,  it  had  been  expected 
the  Indians  would  make  a  last  and  desperate  stand.* — 
Every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  proceed  on  the  march, 
when  it  was  announced  to  the  general,  that  colonel  Mil- 
ton's brigade,  which  had  lately  united  with  him,  was  not 
i^  a  situation  to  move.     During  the  previous  night  some 

*  The  Hickory  ground,  or  that  of  (he  Creek  nation  lying  in  the 
forks,  near  where  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  unite,  was  called  by 
the  Indians  Holy  Ground,  from  a  tradition  and  prevailing  among 
them,  that  it  never  had  been  pressed  by  the  foot  of  a  white  man. 
Acting  under  the  influence  of  their  prophets,  and  a  religious  fanatr 
icism,  it  was  supposed  they  would  make  greater  exertions  to  de< 
fend  this  than  any  other  portion  of  their  coun,try, 
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•fefhis  wagon  horses  having  strayed  off,  persons  had  been 
sent  in  pursuit,  and  were  expected  shortly  to  return  with 
them;  when,  it  was  reported,  he  would  be  ready  to 
take  up  the  line  of  march.  To  Jackson,  this  was  a  rea- 
son for  delaying  the  operations  of  an  army  which  as  yet 
he  had  never  learned,  and  by  which  he  had  never  been 
influenced.  He  had,  indeed,  been  frequently  made  to 
halt,  though  from  very  different  causes;  from  murmurs^ 
discontents  and  starvation  in  his  camp.  He  replied  to 
the  colonel's  want  of  preparation,  by  telling  him,  that 
in  the  progress  of  his  own  difficulties  he  had  discovered 
a  very  excellent  mode  of  expediting  wagons,  even  with- 
out horses ;  and  that  if  he  would  detail  him  twenty  men 
from  his  brigade,  for  every  wagon  deficient  in  horses, 
he  would  guarantee  their  safe  arrival  at  their  place  of 
destination.  Rather  than  subject  his  men  to  such  drud- 
gery, he  preferred  to  dismount  some  of  his  dragoons,  and 
thus  avoided  the  necessity  of  halting  the  army  until  his 
lost  teams  should  arrive. ' 

The  army  continued  its  nuarch  without  gaining  intel- 
ligence of  any  embodied  forces  of  the  enemy;  and  with- 
out the  happening  of  any  thing  of  importance,  reached 
old  Toulossec  Fort,  on  the  Coosa  river,  not  far  from 
the  confluence,  at  which  another  was  determined  to  be 
erected,  to  be  called  Fort  Jackson,  after  the  command- 
ing general.  Here  the  rivers  approach  within  one  hun- 
dred poles  of  each  other,  and,  again  diverging,  unite 
^ix  miles  below.  At  this  place,  the  chiefs  of  the  differ- 
ent tribes  were  daily  arriving,  and  offering  to  submit  on 
any  terms.  They  all  concurred  in  their  statements,  that 
those  of  the  hostile  parly  Avho  were  still  opposed  to  ask- 
ing for  peace,  had  fled  from  the  nation,  and  sought  re- 
fuge along  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  in  Pensacola.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  renewed  the  declaration  whicl>  he  had  pre- 
viously made  to  them ;  that  tiiey  could  find  safety  in  no  ■ 
other  way,  than  by  repairing  to  the  section  of  the  coun- 
Ir}-,  already  pointed  out  to  them;  where  they  might  be  , 
quiet  and  free  of  any  sort  of  molestation. 

To  put  their  friendly  professions,  which  he  distrusted, 
at  once  to  the  test,  he  directed  them  to  bring  Wcathcu- 
12* 
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ford  to  his  camp,  confined,  that  he  might  be  dealt  wiiii 
as  he  deserved.  He  was  one  of  the  hrst  chiefs  of  the  ria- 
tion,  and  had  been  a  principal  actor  in  the  butchery  at 
Fort  Mimms.  Justice  well  demanded  retaliation  against 
him.  Learning  from  the  chiefs,  on  their  return,  what 
bad  been  required  of  them  by  Jackson,  he  was  prevail- 
ed upon,  as  perhaps  the  safer  course,  to  proceed  to  his 
camp  and  make  a  vohmtary  surrender  of  himself.  Hav- 
ing reached  it,  without  being  known,  and  obtained  ad- 
mission to  the  general's  quarters,  he  fearlessly  stood  in 
his  presence  and  told  him  he  was  Weatherford,  the  chief 
who  commanded  at  Fort  Mimms,  and,  that  desiring 
peace  for  himself  and  ibr  his  people,  had  come  to  ask  it. 
Somewhat  surprised  that  one  who  so  richly  merited  p  n- 
ishraent  should  so  sternly  demand  the  protection  which 
had  been  extended  to  others,  Jackson  replied-  to  him, 
that  he  v^as  astonished  he  should  venture  to  appear  in 
his  presence;  that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  his  having 
been  at  Fort  Mimms,  nor  of  his  inhuman  conduct  there^ 
for  which  he  well  deserved.to  die.  "I  had  directed," 
continued  he,  "that  you  should  be  brought  tome  contined;- 
and  had  you  appeared  in  this  way,  I  should  have  known 
how  to  have  treated  you."  Weatberiord  replied,  "lam 
in  your  power — do  with  me  as  you  please.  I  am  a  sol- 
dier. I  have  done  the  white  people  all  the  barm  I  could ; 
I  have  fought  them,  and  fought  them  biavely:  if  I  had 
an  army,  I  would  yet  fight,  and  contend  to  the  last:  but 
1  have  none ;  my  people  are  all  gone.  1  can  now  do  no 
more  than  weep  over  the  misfortunes  of  my  nation." — 
Pleased  at  the  firm  and  high-toned  manner  of  this  ciiild 
of  the  forest,  Jackson  informed  him,  that  he  did  not  so- 
licit him  to  lay  dov.n  his  arms,  or  to  become  peacealile: 
"The  terms  on  which  your  nation  can  be  saved,  and 
peace  restored,  has  already  been  disclosed:  in  this  way, 
and  none  other,  can  you  obtain  safety."  "If,  however, 
he  desired  still  to  continue  the  war,  and  felt  himself 
prepared  to  meet  the  consequences,  allhough  he  was 
then  completely  in  his  power,  no  advantage  should  be 
taken  of  that  circumstance;  that  he  was  at  perfect  liber- 
ty to  retire,  and  unite  himself  with  the  war  party,  if  he 
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pleaded ;  but  when  taken,  he  should  know  how  to  treat 
him,  for  then,  his  Me  should  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  crimes ; 
if  tliis  were  not  desired,  he  might  remain  where  he  was, 
and  should  be  protected. 

Nothing  dismayed !  Weatherford  answered,  that  he 
desired  peace,  that  his  nation  might,  in  some  measure^ 
be  relieved  from  their  suflTerings;  that,  independent  of 
other  misfortunesj  growing  out  of  a  state  of  war,  their 
cattle  and  grain  were  all  wasted  and  destroyed,  and 
their  women  and  children  left  destitute  of  provisions. — 
"But,"  continued  he,  "I  may  be  well  addressed  in  such 
language  now.  There  was  a  time  when  I  had  a  choiccj 
and  could  have  answered  you :  I  have  none  now — even 
hope  has  ended.  Once  I  could  animate  my  warriors  to 
battle ;  but  I  cannot  animate  the  dead.  My  warriors  can 
no  longer  hear  my  voice :  their  bones  are  at  Talladega, 
Tallushatchee,  Emuckfaw,  and  Tohopeka.  I  have  not 
surrendered  myself  thoughtlessly.  Whilst  there  were 
chances  of  success,  I  never  left  my  post,  nor  supplicated 
peace.  But  my  people  are  gone,  and  I  now  ask  it  for  my 
nation,  and  for  myself.  On  the  miseries  and  misfortunes 
brought  upon  my  country,  I  look  back  with  deepest  sor- 
row, and  wish  to  avert  still  greater  calamities.  If  I  had 
been  left  to  contend  with  the  Georgia  army,  I  would 
have  raised  my  corn  on  one  bank  of  the  river,  and 
fought  them  on  the  other;  but  your  people  have  destroy- 
ed my  nation.  You  are  a  brave  man :  I  rely  upon  your 
generosity.  You  will  exact  no  terms  of  a  conquered 
people  but  such  as  they  should  accede  to:  whatever 
they  may  be,  it  would  now  be  madness  and  folly  to  op- 
pose. If  they  are  opposed,  you  shall  find  me  amongst 
the  sternest  enforcers  of  obedience.  Those  who  would 
still  hold  out,  can  be  influenced  only  b}^  a  mean  spirit  of 
revenge ;  and  to  this  they  must  not,  and  shall  not  sacri- 
fice the  last  remnant  of  their  country.  You  have  told 
our  nation  where  we  might  go  and  be  safe.  This  is  good 
talk,  and  they  ought  to  listen  to  it.  They  shall  listen 
to  it."       • 

The  earnestness  and  bold  independence  of  his  conduct 
left  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  his  professions,  and  full 
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confidence  was  reposed  in  his  declarations.  The  peaeie 
party  became  reconciled  to  him,  and  consented  to  bury 
all  previous  animosities.  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  hav- 
ing obtained  permission,  he  set  out  from  camp,  accompa- 
Bied  by  a  small  party,  to  search  through  the  forest  for  his 
followers  and  friends,  and  persuade  them  to  give  up  a 
Contest,  in  which  hope  seemed  to  be  at  an  end,  that  by 
timely  submission,  they  might  save  their  nation  from 
further  disasters. 

The  present  was  a  favourable  moment  for  preventing 
all  further  opposition.  The  enemy,  alarmed  and  panic 
struck,  vvere  dispersed,  and  fleeing  in  ditFerent  directions. 
To  keep  alive  their  apprehensions,  and  prevent  their 
recovering  from  the  fears  with  which  they  were  now 
agitated,  was  of  the  utmost  importance.  If  time  were 
given  them  to  rally,  and  form  furtlier  resolutions,  some 
plan  of  operation  might  be  concerted;  and  although 
it  might  not  be  productive  of  any  serious  or  alarming 
consequences,  yet  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  lengthen 
out  the  war,  and  involve  those  deluded  people  in  still 
greater  wretchedness.  Detachments,  sufficiently  strong, 
Avere  accordingly  ordered  out,  to  range  through  the  coun- 
try, prevent  their  collecting  at  any  point,  and  to  scatter 
and  destroy  any  who  might  be  found  concerting  offen- 
sive operations.  Wherever  they  directed  their  course, 
Submission,  and  an  anxious  desire  for  peace,  were  mani- 
fested by  the  natives.  Those  who  were  still  resolved 
upon  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  trusted  for  relief 
to  the  aid  which  by  their  British  allies  was  promised, 
and  which  they  had  been  for  some  time  expecting,  had 
retired  out  of  the  country  towards  the  sea  coast,  not  doubt^ 
ing  but  the  assistance  looked  for,  would  shortly  arrive^ 
enable  them  to  re-commence  hostilities  with  better  hopes 
©f  success,  and  regain  their  country,  which  they  now 
considered  as  lost.  Many  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors, 
looking  to  the  defeats  they  had  continually  met  with  in 
all  their  battles,  viewing  it  as  impracticable  with  any 
expectation  of  better  fortune,  to  resist  the  numerous  for- 
ces that  were  collecting,  and  threatening  them  at  dif- 
ferent points,  and  anxious  to  have  spared  to  them  yet  a 
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portion  of  their  country,  determined  to  discard  all  ideas 
of  further  resistance,  and  to  throw  themselves  for  safety 
on  the  mercy  of  their  conquerors.  To  this  end,  the 
chief  men,  from  the  different  tribes,  were  daily  arrivii  g^ 
and  asking  for  peace,  on  condition  only,  tliat  their  lives 
might  be  spared. 

General  Jackson  was  not  ignorant  of  the  faithlessness 
of  these  people,  and  how  little  confidence  was  to  be  re- 
posed in  the  professions  of  an  enemy,  who,  prompted  by 
fear,  could  be  controlled  by  its  influence  only  whilst 
those  fears  were  continued.  He  well  knew  they  had 
been  too  severely  chastised  for  their  friendship  or  pro- 
mises to  be  imphcitly  relied  on,  and  too  much  injured 
not  to  feel  a  disposition  to  renew  the  conflict  with  the 
first  flattering  hope  that  dawned.  Too  many  difficul- 
ties had  been  encountered,  and  too  many  dangers  past, 
in  bringing  those  savages  to  a  sense  of  duty,  to  leave 
them  now  with  no  better  security  than  mere  professions. 
Some  arrangement  was  necessary  to  be  made  that  should 
prove  lasting,  and  ensure  certainty.  None  seemed  bet- 
ter calculated  for  these  ends,  than  what  had  been  alrea- 
dy announced ;  that  those  disposed  to  throw  away  the 
war  club,  and  renew  their  friendly  relations  with  the 
United  States,  should  retire  in  the  rear  of  the  advance 
of  the  army,  and  occupy  the  country  about  the  fort  he 
had  established,  and  to  the  east  of  the  Coosa.  The  ef- 
fect of  such  an  arrangement  he  calculated  would  be 
this;  that  by  the  line  of  posts  already  established,  he 
would  be  able  to  cut  them  off"  from  any  communication 
with  Florida;  while,  by  being  placed  in  that  part  of  the 
nation  inhabited  by  the  friendly  Indians,  whose  fidelity 
was  not  doubted,  the  earliest  intelligence  would  be  had 
of  their  hostile  intentions,  should  any  be  manifested. 
The  conditions  proposed  were  most  cheerfully  accept- 
ed: and  the  different  tribes  forthwith  sat  out  to  occupy 
a  portion  of  their  country,  which  alone  seemed  to  pro- 
mise them  protection  and  safety.  Proctor,  the  chief  of 
the  Owewoha  war  towns,  to  whom  this  promised  securi- 
ty from  danger  had  first  been  made,  was  reported  to  be 
still  at  home,  and  to  have  abandoned  all  intention  of  re- 
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moving,  in  consequence  of  permission  extended  by  tlic 
Uaited  States  agent  to  the  Creeks,  for  him  and  his  war- 
Kors  to  remain  where  they  then  were  residing.  On  re- 
ceiving this  information,  the  general  despatched  a  mes- 
senger, with  information  to  him,  that  whether  he  or  the 
agent  were  to  he  obeyed,  was  for  him  to  decide;  but 
that  he  should  treat  as  enemies  all  who  did  not  immedi- 
ately retire  to  the  section  of  country  which  he  had 
pointed  out.  The  chief  of  Owewoha  found  no  difficulty 
in  deciding  the  question,  and  without  delay  prepared  to 
retire  where  he  had  been  previously  ordered. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Gibson,  who  had  been  sent  out 
tvith  a  detachment  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  re- 
turned, and  reported,  that  he  had  proceeded  a  consider- 
able distance  down  the  Alabama  river,  and  had  destroy- 
ed several  towns  of  the  war  party,  but  could  gain  no  in- 
telligence of  a  force  being  any  where  collected. 

By  the  establishment  of  Fort  Jackson,  a  line  of  posts 
tvas  now  formed  from  Tennessee,  and  from  Georgia  to 
the  Alabama  river.  The  conduct  and  subdued  spirit  of 
the  Indians,  clearly  manifesting  that  they  were  sincere 
in  their  desire  for  peace,  nothing  remained  to  be  done 
but  to  arrange  and  organize  the  different  garrisons  in 
such  a  manner,  that  should  any  hostile  intention  be  here- 
after discovered,  it  might  be  suppressed  before  it  could 
assume  any  very  threatening  aspect.  What  final  steps 
should  be  taken,  and  what  plans  adopted,  for  permanent 
security,  were  to  be  deferred  for  the  arrival  of  major- 
general  Pinckney,  who,  being  in  the  neighbourhood, 
would,  it  was  expected,  on  the  next  day  reach  Fort 
Jackson. 

On  the  20th  general  Pinckney  arrived,  and  assumed, 
in  person,  the  command  of  the  army.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  Jackson,  towards  satisfying  the  Indians,  that  to 
be  peaceable  was  all  that  was  required  of  them,  meeting 
his  approbation,  and  understanding  that  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  nation  were  retiring,  with  their  families, 
whither  they  had  been  directed  to  go,  he  was  satisfied 
hostilities  must  now  cease.  Independent  of  their  pro- 
fessions, heretofore  given,  much  of  the  property  plun- 
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dered  at  Fort  Mimm?,  and  along  the  frontiers,  having 
been  brought  in  and  delivered,  no  doubt  was  entertain- 
ed but  that  all  further  national  opposition  would  be 
withdrawn.  There  being  no  necessity,  therefore,  for 
maintaining  an  army  longer  in  the  field,  orders  were  is- 
sued, on  the  2 1st,  for  the  troops  from  Tennessee  to  be 
marched  home  and  discharged;  taking  care,  on  the 
route,  to  leave  a  sufficient  force  for  the  garrisoning  and 
protection  of  the  posts  already  established. 

To  troops  who  had  been  engaged  in  such  hasty  and 
fatiguing  marches,  who  had  been  so  much  and  so  often 
exposed  to  hardships  and  dangers,  and  who  had  now, 
by  their  zealous  exertions  in  the  cause  of  their  country, 
brought  the  war  to  a  successful  termination,  and  se- 
verely chastised  the  savages  for  their  unprovoked  put- 
rages  upon  their  defenceless  frontiers,  it  was  pleasure  to 
retire  to  their  homes  from  the  scenes  of  wretchedness 
they  had  witnessed,  and  froni  a  contest,  where  every 
thing  being  performed,  nothing  remained  to  be  done.  It 
was  a  cheering  reflection  to  these  brave  men,  that,  their 
trials  being  over,  they  were  retiring  to  their  families  and 
homes,  and  carrying  witb  them  that  sweetest  and  hap- 
piest of  all  consolations  to  a  war-worn  soldier's  mincj? 
that,  in  the  trying  and  difficult  situations  in  which  they 
had  bean  placed,  they  had  acted  with  honor  to  them- 
selves, and  with  usefulness  and  fidelity  to  their  country. 

Whilst  these  arrangements  were  progressing,  the 
friendly  Creeks  were  engaged  in  pursuing  and  destroy- 
ing their  fugitive  countrymen  with  the  most  unrelenting 
rigour.  To  have  been  at  the  destruction  of  Fort  Mimms, 
v/as  a  ground  of  accusation  against  a  warrior,  which  at 
once  placed  him  Avithout  the  pale  of  mercy.  They 
viewed,  or  aiTected  to  view,  this  unwarranted  and  unpro- 
voked offence  with  sentiments  of  deeper  inveteracy  than 
did  even  our  own  troops.  Meeting  a  small  party  who 
were  on  their  way  to  camp,  to  submit  themselves  on  the 
terms  that  had  been  previously  oifered,  and  understand- 
ing they  had  accompanied  Weatherford  in  his  attack  oa 
this  fort,  they  arrested  their  progress,  and  immediately 
put  them  to  death.     To  permit  a  course  of  conduct  like 
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this,  was  well  calculated  to  keep  alive  the  timid  appra- 
h^.t-ioiS  of  the  lodinas,  a:id  indice  tliem  to  consider  the 
proffered  terms  of  peace  which  Jackson  had  presented, 
as  a  stratagem  to  lure  them  into  danger,  and  effect  their 
destruction;  sensible  of  this,  prompt  and  immediate 
ateps  were  taken  by  the  commaading  general  to  prevent 
its  again  recurring. 

That  people  of  the  same  nation  should  be  found  mar- 
shalled in  opposition  to  each  other,  is  not  a  matter  ot 
surprise,  on  the  principles  and  practice  of  modern  war- 
fare, which  affects  to  prove  it  right  to  seize  on  any  cir- 
cumstance that  may  operate  prejudicially  to  an  oiemy; 
but  the  patriot,  whose  bosom  swells  with  a  love  of  coun- 
try, must  ever  view  it  with  abhorrence ;  and  although, 
from  necessity  or  policy,  he  may  be  compelled  to  avail 
himself  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  such  a  circum- 
stance, he  can  never  be  induced  either  to  approve  or 
Justify  it.  Although  the  war  had  been  commenced 
in  opposition  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  friendly 
party,  yet  it  was  their  duty  to  have  united.  Their  en- 
tering the  ranks  of  an  invading  army,  and  fighting  for 
the  extermination  of  their  people,  and  the  destruction 
of  their  nation,  was  a  circumstance  which  presented 
them  in  the  character  of  traitors  to  their  country,  and 
justly  meriting  the  severest  punishment. 

In  two  hours  after  receiving  general  Pinckney's  order, 
the  western  troops  commenced  their  return  march,  and 
reached  Fort  Williams  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  Im- 
mediate measures  were  adopted  for  carrying  into  effect 
what  had  been  ordered;  to  send  out  detachments  to  as- 
sail and  disperse  any  collections  of  the  war  party  that 
might  be  found  on  the  route,  and  within  striking  dis- 
tance. 

The  East  Tennessee  troops  having  a  longer  period 
to  serve,  were,  on  that  account,  selected  to  garrison  the 
different  posts.  General  Doherty  was  accordingly  di- 
rected to  detail  from  his  brigade  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men,  for  the  defence  of  those  points,  with  a 
view  to  an  open  communication  being  preserved  with 
Fort  Jacksouj  and  to  secure  naore  effectually,  a  peace. 
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wtiich,  being  supposed  for  the  present  to  be  founded  ia 
the  fears  and  distresses  of  the  war  party,  was  perhaps 
not  so  securely  and  firmly  established  as  that  any  pre- 
cautionary measure  should  be  omitted. 

General  Jackson  being  now  about  to  separate  from  his 
army,  did  not  omit  to  disclose  to  them  the  high  sense  he 
entertained  of  their  conduct,  and  how  well  they  had  de- 
served of  their  country.  "  Within  a  few  days,"  said  he, 
*'you  have  annihilated  the  power  of  a  nation  that  for 
twenty  years  has  been  the  disturber  of  your  peace. — 
Your  vengeance  has  been  satisfied.  Wherever  these 
infuriated  allies  of  our  arch  enemy  assembled  for  battle, 
you  pursued  and  dispersed  them.  The  rapidity  of  your 
movements,  and  the  brilliancy  of  your  achievements, 
have  corresponded  with  the  valour  by  which  you  have 
been  animated.  The  bravery  you  have  displayed  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  the  uniform  good  conduct  you 
have  manifested  in  your  encampment,  and  on  your  line 
of  march,  will  lof^g  be  cherislied  in  the  memory  of  your 
general,  and  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  country  which 
you  have  so  materially  benefitted." 

The  constant  a  d  rapid  movements  of  these  troops 
for  the  time  they  had  been  in  service,  had  greatly  ex- 
posed them;  and  although  many  hardships  had  been 
encountered,  yet  their  duty  had  been  performed  without 
murmuring.  A  retrospect  of  the  last  month  will  show, 
that  more  could  scarcely  have  been  done.  Fort  Will- 
iams was  reached  just  four  weeks  from  the  time  they 
had  left  it,  on  the  expedition  to  Tohopeka,  where  they 
had  met  and  conquered  the  enemy;  whence,  returning, 
not  with  a  view  to  obtain  rerjt,  but  to  recruit  the  exhaust- 
ed state  of  their  provisions,  in  one  week  was  this  same 
army  on  its  way  to  Hoithlewalee,  where,  supported  aid 
encouraged  by  their  prophets,  was  collected  the  strength 
of  tlie  nation;  and  where,  but  for  the  absence  of  the 
Georgia  army,  they  must/  have  been  captured  or  de- 
stroyed, the  war  ended,  a  id  all  apprehension  of  future 
resistance  quieted.  To  this  point  did  they  urge  for- 
ward, over  mo!intains,  a;. id  through  torrents  of  contiiual 
■'rain,  that  rendered  the  i route  almost  impaosabipj  and, 
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reached  and  destroj'ed,  on  the  14th,  a  town  which  the 
inspired  men  of  the  nation  had  declared  was  consecrat- 
ed, and  on  which  no  white  man  was  ever  to  be  permit- 
ted to  tread  with  impunity.  On  the  17th,  they  are 
found  at  the  confluence  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa, 
treading  still  this  consecrated  soil,  and  driving  the  pan- 
ic-struck savages  before  them;  and  again,  on  the  24th, 
are  at  Fort  Williams,  retiring  to  their  homes,  from  the 
labours  they  had  encountered,  and  from  the  conquests 
they  had  gained.  In  such  celerity  of  movement,  is  to 
be  found  the  cause  which  secured  to  Jackson  and  his 
army  the  uniform  successes  they  obtained.  So  rapid 
were  his  marches,  that  not  unfrequently  was  he  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  enemy  before  they  had  received 
any  intelligence  of  his  approach;  in  addition  to  this, 
was  attached  to  him  the  quality,  that  few  generals  ever 
possessed  in  a  higher  degree,  of  inspiring  firmness  in  his 
ranks,  and  making  even  the  timid  brave.  An  entire 
confidence  of  success,  a  full  assurance  of  victory,  ard  a 
fearlessness  aind  disregard  of  danger,  were  the  feelings 
displayed  by  himself  in  all  difficult  situations,  and  those 
feelings  he  possessed  the  happy  faculty  of  inspiring  into 
others,  and  of  diffusing  through  his  army. 

Whether  any  of  the  hostile  party  were  yet  on  the  Co- 
hawba,  or  had  fled  for  safety  to  the  British  and  Span- 
iards at  Pensacola,  was  uncertain.  To  ascertain  this 
fact,  to  disperse  them,  and  destroy  their  villages,  general 
Johnston  was  despatched,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred 
men,  with  orders  to  proceed  along  this  river  to  its  head 
branches,  eflfect  the  object  so  far  as  it  was  practicable, 
and  re-unite  with  the  main  army  at  Deposit.  Jackson 
reported  to  general  Pinckney,  that  his  orders  had  been 
complied  with;  that  four  hundred  troops  had  been  de- 
tailed for  the  protection  of  Fort  Williams,  and  that  he 
would  leave  at  the  other  points  a  force  correspondent 
to  their  exposed  situations.  "The  remainder  of  my 
troops,"  he  continues,  "I  shall  march  to  Tennessee, 
where  !  shall  discharge  them:  after  wl.ich,  I  shall  no 
longer  consider  myself  accountable  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  posts  maybe  defended,  or  the  line  of  comrau- 
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hication  kept  open; — happy  that  the  time  for  which  I 
offered  my  services  to  my  government,  and  the  duties 
which  they  assigned  me  to  perform,  will  have  termina- 
ted together." 

The  army  proceeded  on  its  march,  and  crossing  Ten- 
nessee river,  in  safety  reached  Camp  Blount,  near  Fay- 
etteville,  where  they  were  discharged  from  further  ser- 
vice. Johnston,  who  had  previously  fallen  in^  had  de- 
stroyed some  of  the  enemy's  towns:  hut  had  learned 
nothing  of  a  force  being  any  where  embodied  along  the 
route  he  had  taken. 

Oil  parting  from  his  troops,  the  general  again  brought 
before  them  the  recollection  he  retained  of  their  faithful 
and  gallant  conduct,  and  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  borne  the  privations  and  hardships  of  war.  On  his 
return,  wherever  he  passed,  the  plaudits  of  the  people 
were  liberally  bestowed.  The  ardent  and  extraordina- 
ry zeal  he  had  manifested  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
the  difficulties  he  had  surmounted,  with  the  favorable  ter- 
mination, which, by  bis  exertions,had  been  given  to  a  con- 
test that  had  kept  alive  the  anxieties  and  fears  of  the 
frontier  settlers,  excited  a  general  feeling  of  gratitude 
and  admiration ;  all  were  ready  to  evince  the  high  sense 
they  entertained  of  the  success  with  which  every  effort 
had  been  crowned,  and  with  one  accord  united  in  mani- 
festing their  confidence  and  respect  for  him,  who,  by 
his  zealous  exertions,  able  management,  and  fidelity  to 
the  cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  had  so  greatly 
contributed  to  the  safety,  the  happiness,  and  quiet  of  the 
country. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

lucks  on  is  appointed  a  major-general  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — Is  directed  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  In- 
dians.— Speech  of  the  Big  Warrior,  a  chief  of  the  nation. — 
Concludes  a  treaty  rscith  the  Creek  Indians. — His  views 
against  Pensacola  and  Florida. — General  Armstrong'' s  let- 
ter.—  The  Spanish  governor  is  called  on  for  an  explanatiou 
of  his  conduct. — His  answer,  and  general  Jackson'' s  reply  .— 
The  adjutant-general  is  despatched  to  Tennessee  to  raise  vol- 
unteers.— Jackson  sets  out  for  Mobile. — Orders  the  Tennes- 
see troops  to  advance  to  his  assistance. 

A  WAR,  from  which  greater  and  more  serious  injuries 
bad  been  apprehended,  was  thus  advantageously  termi- 
nated. Although  many  valuable  lives  were  lost  in  the 
contest,  yet  was  the  number  far  less  than  might  have 
been  expected,  in  contending  with  an  enemy  whose 
wrath  was  without  bounds,  and  whose  cruelty  was  insa- 
tiate. To  the  rapidity  with  which  an  array  had  been 
collected  and  pressed  into  the  heart  of  their  country, 
was  owing  the  circumstance  that  the  frontiers  were  not 
stained  with  the  blood  of  the  settlers.  Though  humani- 
ty may  weep  over  the  misfortunes  of  this  misguided  peo- 
ple, and  regret  that  they  were  sunk  in  such  irretrievable 
woes, yet  there  is  a  consolation  for  the  country  left;  that 
if  it  be  a  crime,  it  is  in  no  wise  chargeable. on  the  Ame- 
rican government.  Towards  them  had  been  exercised 
every  possible  forbearance.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  had  the  western  people  been  the  victims  of  their 
unrelenting  cruelties;  and  many  a  parent  hves  at  this 
day,  whose  recollection  treasures  a  child  that  bled  be- 
neath their  murderous  hands.  Cold  Water,  on  the  Ten- 
nessee, was  long  a  den  for  these  savages,  whence  they 
made  inroads,  and,  by  their  inhuman  butcheries,  kept 
the  frontier  inhabitants  in  perpetual  alarm.  An  expe- 
dition from  Tennessee,  acting  without  the  consent  of  the 
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gOTernment,  but  with  a  view  to  the  security  their  own 
situation  so  imperiously  demanded,  as  early  as  the  yeat 
1787,  made  a  descent  on  this  settlement  and  destroyed 
it.  This  active  and  resolute  measure  had  insured  to  the 
inhabitants  a  tranquility  to  which  they  had  long  been 
strangers.  Those  who  escaped,  retired  to  the  Black 
Warrior,  carrying  with  them  an  additional  spirit  of  re- 
venge, which  occasionally,  when  a  favorable  opportuni- 
ty occurred,  displayed  itself  in  the  murder  of  our  citizens, 
until  the  winter  of  1813,  when  their  towns  were  again 
assailed  and  destroyed. 

The  war  in  which  the  United  States  were  engaged 
with  Great  Britain,  afforded,  as  they  believed,  a  safe  op- 
portunity again  to  satiate  their  angry  passions.  In  addi- 
tion to  former  animosities  retained,  British  emissaries 
had  been  among  them,  engaged  to  excite  and  encour- 
age them  to  opposition.  Arms  and  ammunition  from 
Pensacola,  having  been  liberally  furnished,  and  a  belief 
strongly  inspired,  that  the  Americans  could  be  driven  off, 
and  the  lands  possessed  by  them  re-gained  by  the  Indi- 
ans, they  at  once  resolved  upon  the  course  they  would 
pursue.  The  dreadful  and  cruel  assault  made  on  the 
seitlement  of  Tensaw,  was  the  first  intelligence  af- 
forded of  the  lengths  to  which  they  had  determined  to 
proceed.  The  insecurity  of  the  frontiers,  requiring  that 
efiirient  measures  should  be  taken  to  defend  them.  It 
was  high  time  for  the  government  to  abandon  the  course 
of  moderation  and  forbearance  they  had  hitherto  prac- 
tised towards  those  tribes.  The  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, at  the  period  of  this  brutal  and  murderous  as- 
sault, being  in  session,  with  a  promptitude  highly  hon- 
oura!>le,  called  out  the  forces  of  the  state,  without  giving 
to  the  general  government,  and  waiting  the  result,  infor- 
mation of  the  threatened  danger.  To  protect  an  exten- 
sive country,  by  erecting  garrisons,  and  relying  on  them 
for  defence,  did  not  appear  to  Jackson  a  course  at  all 
likely  to  assure  its  object.  Placed  in  command,  and  cal- 
led on  to  act,  he  determined  with  the  troops  he  could 
collect  on  so  sudde  i  an  emergency,  to  carry  the  war  to 
their  very  doors ;  and,  by  giving  them  employ  inent  at  home, 
13^-  ■ 
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to  divert  them  from  their  plans,  and  force  them  at  onec 
into  measures  of  defence.  Urging  the  contractors, 
therefore,  to  be  dihgent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  to  forward  supplies  with  all  possible  haste,  he  took 
his  position  at  Fort  Strother,  directly  in  the  enemy's 
country.  The  battle  of  Talladega,  which  shortly  after- 
wards'followed,  gave  a  severe  check  to  those  sanguine 
hopes  they  had  indulged,  induced  them  to  believe  they 
were  contending  with  a  diiferent  kind  of  people  from 
what  they  had  expected,  and  should  have  convinced 
them,  too,  that  the  promised  safety,  offet-ed  by  their  pro- 
phets, through  their  spells  and  incantations,  was  mere 
mockery  and  nonsense;  yet  so  deluded  were  they,  and 
so  confidently  confiding  in  the  supernatural  powers  of 
their  inspired  men,  that  they  were  ready  to  attribute  a 
want  of  success  to  circumstances  over  which  their  pro- 
phets could,  in  future,  claim  controul :  at  length  ho\A^ever, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  prophets  themselves  did 
not  escape  that  fatality  which  attended  their  warriors  in 
battle,  they  began  to  think,  either  that  they  had  never 
been  commissioned,  or  that  the  Great  Spirit,  for  some  un- 
known cause,  had  become  offended,  and  withdrawn  hie 
confidence. 

The  death  of  Monohoe,  at  the  battle  of  Tohopeka,  is 
strongly  illustrative  of  the  infatuations  under  which 
these  deluded  and  ignorant  people  laboured.  They  did 
not  at  all  doubt,  but,  as  their  prophets  had  told  them,  that 
having  been  spoiled  of  their  hunting  grounds,  they  ^vere 
again  to  re-occupy  them  through  the  aid  of  a  new  peo- 
ple, who  fi-om  beyond  tlie  great  waters  were  coming  to 
assist  in  their  recovery.  A  confidence  in  what  those 
soothsayers  disclosed,  would  also,  they  believed,  produce 
the  effect  of  protecting  and  guarding  them  from  wounds 
and  injury  when  engaged  in  battle.  All  those  idle  ard 
marvellous  stories,  wore  confided  in;  but  w^hen,  at  this 
battle,  one  of  their  principal  prophets  fell,  and  by  a  can- 
non shot  received  in  the  mouth,  they  adopted  the  opinion, 
that  the  character  of  the  wound  was  a  judgment  on  his 
false  pretensions,  and  forthwith  were  departed  from 
those  visions  of  faith  which  previously  they  had  enter- 
tained. 
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Had  Jackson  been  enabled,  after  his  first  battle  with 
the  enemy,  to  have  prosecuted  the  campaigr ,  it  might 
have  had  a  much  earlier  conclusion;  but  although  he 
had,  at  the  onset,  obtained  advantages  from  which  much 
benefit  might  have  arisen,  yet,  from  the  want  of  proper 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  contractors,  he  was  halted, 
and  compelled  to  retrace  his  steps  back  to  his  first  posi- 
tion. From  the  delays  unavoidably  met  with  here,  flow- 
ed those  grievances  which  gave  a  check  to  further  ope- 
rations. The  winter,  against  which  his  troops  were  ill 
provided,  was  fast  approaching;  hardships,  and  hunger, 
which  were  already  pressing,  with  a  long  fatiguing  cam- 
paign in  prospect,  presented  a  thousard  imaginary  diffi- 
culties, and  excited  discontents,  which  presently  broke 
out  into  open  mutiny;  and  although  the  intention  of  the 
volunteers,  to  desert  the  service,  and  retire  home,  had 
been  prevented  by  the  stern  and  resolute  conduct  of 
their  general,  yet  were  they  thereby  unfitted  for  the  du- 
ties of  the  field,  because  entire  confidence  was  no  longer 
to  be  reposed.  To  venture  with  such  troops,  who,  whilst 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  were  uplifted,  to  wreak 
vengeance  on  their  devoted  frontiers,  were  coolly  con- 
struing the  effect  and  meaning  of  laws,  was  too  unsafe  a 
rehance  for  a  commander  whose  first  object  was  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  savages  the  determination 
and  strength  of  the  government  he  represented.  It 
was  adventuring  too  largely;  for,  should  defeat  result,  the 
difiiculty  of  drawing  a  new  army  to  the  field,  would  be 
increased ;  whilst  that  self-confidence  in  troops,  no  neces- 
sary to  complete  success,  would  essentially  be  lost.  It 
was  believed  to  be  the  safer  course,  to  permit  his  discon- 
tented volunteers  to  depart,  and  await  the  arrival  of 
another  force.  These  circumstances  had  a  tentency  to 
encourage  the  Indians,  and  protract  the  war.  Had  the 
volunteers  proceeded  with  the  animation  and  bravery 
which  characterized  them  in  the  battle  they  had  just 
fought,  they  would  have  gradually  acquired  a  confidence 
which  would  have  rendered  them  an  overmatch  for  In- 
dian valour,  and  cunning;  whilst  by  one  further  success- 
ful effort,  they  might  have  dispu'ited  the  enemy,  and 
ended  the  campaign. 
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But  the  arrival  of  a  different  description  of  troop^-, 
and  the  confusion  into  which  they  were  thrown  at  the 
battle  of  Enotichopco,  had  encouraged  the  savages,  and 
induced  them  to  tiiink  the  contest  by  no  means  a  hazard- 
ous one.     The  despondency  which  had   resulted  from 
their  previous  defeats,  was  from  tliat  moment  forgotten ; 
and,  again  inspirited,  they  looked  to  the  accomplishment 
of  their  object  with  hopes  of  certainty  even  greater  than 
before.     Perhaps,  however,  it  was  fortunate  for  our- 
selves that  events  transpired  in  the  way  they  did.     Had 
peace  been  restored  in  consequence  of  any  early  fears 
excited,  it  might  have  lasted  only  until  a  favourable  op- 
portunity occurred  of  again  breaking  it;   but  the  war 
having  continued,  until  the  hopes,  the  strength,  and  spir- 
it of  the  nation  were  exhausted,  nothing  serious  is  now 
to  be  apprehended  from  any  hostile  disposition  that  may 
hereafter  be  manifested.     Other  advantages  will  also 
result.     The  uniform  and  uninterrupted  successes  ob- 
tai  led  over  them,  in  all  our  battles,  may  impress  the 
mi  ids,  not  ossly  of  these,  but  of  the  Indians  generally 
within  our  limits,  with  a  higher  reverence  for  the  char- 
acter of  our  nation  than  they  have  hitherto  been  dispo- 
sed to  entertain ;  give  protection  to  our  citizens,  and  en- 
sure that  security  to  the  government  which  the  mildness 
it  has  practised,  and  the  tribute  it  has  constantly  given 
them  for  their  peace,  has,  heretofore,  never  been  able  to 
effect;  they  will  tend  to  destroy  the  influence  held  over 
them  by  other  nations,  and  bring  them  to  a  conviction, 
that  the  United  States  is  the  only  power  whose  hostility 
they  should  fear,  or  whose  friendship  they  should  prize. 
It  was  now  eight  months  since  general  Jackson  had 
left  home,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  Indian  war; 
daring  most  of  which  time  he  had  been  in  a  situation  of 
bodily  infirmity  that  would  have  directed  a   prudent 
man  to  his  bed,  instead  of  advancing  to  the  field.   Durii^g 
this  period,  he  had  never  seen  his  family,  or  been  absent 
from  the  army,  except  to  visit  the  posts  in  his  rear,  and 
arrange  with  his  contractors  some  certain  plan  to  guard 
against  a  future   failure  of  supplies.     His  health  was 
Still  delicate,  and  rendered  retirement  essential  to  its 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON.  l53  * 

restoration:  but  his  uniformly  successful  and  good  ccn- 
dacl,  ai  d  theessentifii  advantages  he  had  produced,  had 
brought  him  too  coispicuously  before  the  public  for  anyr 
other  sentiment  to  be  indulged  than  that  he  should  be: 
placed,  with  an  important  command,  in  the  service  of  ■ 
the  U.iited  States* 

The    resignation  of  general  Hampton  enabled  the  ^ 
gOverrment,  in  a  short  time,  to  afford  him  an  evidence* 
of  the  respect  it  entertained  for  his  services  and  charae-- 
ter.     A  notice  of  his  appoitilment  as  brigadier  and  bre- 
vet major-general,  was  forwarded  on  the  22d  of  May, 
from  the  war  department.     General  Harrison  having, 
about   this  time,  for  some  cause,  become   dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the   goverrment  towards  him,  re-, 
fused  to  be  longer  considered  oneof  her  military  actors; 
to  supply  which  vacancy,  a  commission  of  major-general; 
was  forwarded  to  Jackson,  which  reached  him  the  day. 
after  the  notification  of  his  first  appoinfn\Grrt.arid  bcfcrC' 
he  h«d  'ueen  efmulcd  tO  rsturil  an  answer  whether  or 
not  it  would  be  accepted.  The  important  services  which 
he  had  rendered,  added  to  the  rank  which,  under  the 
authority  of  his  state,  he  had  held,  might  well  induce  a 
dbubt  whether  the  appointment  first  conferred  was  at 
all  complimentary,  or  one  which,  in  justice  to  his  own 
character,  he  could   have  accepted.     Whatever  of  ob- 
jection there  might  or  could  have  arisen,  on  this  subject, 
was  removed  by  the  subsequent  appointment  of  major- 
general,  made  on  the  resignation  of  Harrison,  and  which 
was  accepted. 

The  contest  w  th  the  Indians  being  ended,  the  first  and 
principal  object  of  the  government  was,  to  enter  into 
some  definitive  arrangement  which  should  '•  deprive  of 
success  any  effort  that  might  hereafter  be  made,,  by 
other  powers,  to  enlist  those  savages  in  their  wars. — » 
None  was  so  well  calculated  to  answer  this  end,,  as  that 
of  restricting  their  limits,  so  as  to  cut  ofi"  their  commu- 
nication with  British  and  Spanish  agents  in  East  and 
West  Florida. 

No  treaty  of  friendship  or  of  boundary  had  yet  been 
©litered  into  by  the  government- with  the  Indians:  thej^ 
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remained  a  conquered  people,  and  within  the  limits,  and 
su^)ject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions,  which  had 
been  prescribed  in  March,  by  general  Jackson,  when 
he  retired  from  their  country.  He  was  now,  by  the 
government,  called  upon  to  act  in  a  new  and  different 
character,  and  to  negotiate  the  terms  upon  which  an 
amicable  understanding  should  be  restored  between  the 
United  States  and  these  conquered  Indians.  But  for  the 
government  to  proceed  on  the  principles  of  equal  and 
reciprocal  treaty  stipulations,  was,  in  reference  to  the 
expensive  war  imposed  on  them,  and  the  unprovoked 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  begun,  not  to  be  expected. 
Those  Indians  had  broken  without  cause  the  treaty  they 
had  made,  outraged  humanity,  and  murdered  our  un- 
offending citizens.  Under  such  circumstances,  by  the 
Seace  now  to  be  concluded,  to  negotiate  with,  and  as 
eretofore  recognize  them  as  an  independent  and  sove- 
reign people.  Comported  not  with  propriety,  nor  was  de- 
manded by  any  ofthe  ties  oCmoral  duty.  General  Jack- 
son, therefore,  was  directed  to  treat  them  as  a  conquered 
people,  and  to  prescribe,  not  negotiate,  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  a  peace.  Colonel  Hawkins,  who  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past  had  been  the  agent  to  this  nation, 
was  also  associated  in  the  mission.  With  the  western 
people  the  appointment  was  not  acceptable,  and  much 
solicitude  was  felt  from  an  apprehension  of  his  influence 
and  weight  of  character  amongst  the  Indians ;  and  a  fear 
that  his  partialities  and  sympathies  might  incline  him 
too  much  to  their  interest.  Colonel  Hawkins  may  have 
been  deceived,  and  may  have  founded  his  opinions  upon 
data  presumed  to  be  correct;  but  when  it  occurred  to 
them,  that  previously  to  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties, his  repeated  declarations  had  been,  that  the  Indians 
would  maintain  a  rigid  adherence  to  their  treaties,  and 
remain  at  peace,  they  were  far  from  being  satisfied  that 
he  should  be  connected  in  the  negotiation  contemplated 
to  be  entered  into^ 

On  the  10th  of  July,  the  general,  with  a  small  retinue, 
reached  'he  Alabama;  arid  on  the  10th  of  August,  after 
■^me  difficulty,  succeeded  in  procuring  the  execution  of 
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a  treaty,  in  which  the  Indians  pledged  themselves  no 
more  to  listen  to  foreign  emissaries, — to  hold  no  commu- 
nication with  B  iiish  or  Spanish  garrisons;  guaranteed 
to  the  Ui'ited  States  the  right  of  erecting  military  posts 
in  their  country,  and  a  free  navigation  of  all  their  wa- 
ters. Tliey  stipulated  also,  that  they  would  sutfer  no 
agent  or  trader  to  pass  among  them,  or  hold  any  kind  of 
commerce  or  intercourse  with  their  nation,  unless  spe- 
cially di^.riving  his  authority  from  the  President  of  the 
U-nted  States. 

The  stipulations  and  exactions  of  this  treaty  were  in 
conformity  with  instructions  issued  from  the  department 
of  war,  and  diiTers  in  expression  from  wiiat  has  heen 
usually  contained  in  instruments  of  a  similar  kind.  It 
breathes  the  language  of  demand,  not  of  contract  and 
agreement;  and  hence  has  general  Jackson  been  cen- 
sured for  the  manner  after  which  the  negotiation  was 
concluded.  The  course  however,  which  was  pursued, 
is  readily  justified  by  the  terms  and  expressions  of  the 
order  under  which  he  acted,  and  which  prevented  the 
exercise  of  discretion.  Gciieral  armstrong,  who  at  that 
time  was  in  the  cabinet,  and  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the 
President,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Jackson  on  the  24th  of 
March,  uses  the  following  remarks.  "It has  occurred  to 
me,  that  the  proposed  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  should 
take  a  form  altogether  military,  and  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  capitulation ;  in  which  case,  the  whole  authority  of  mak- 
ing and  concluding  the  terms,  will  be  in  you  exclusively 
as  commanding  general."  Accompanying  which  were 
Instructions  formally  drawn  up,  ard  which  were  to  con- 
stitute the  basis  on  which  the  negotiation  was  to  rest.* 

*In  the  instructions  which  issued  from  thedepartment  of  war,as 
the  basis  on  which  this  treaty  was  to  be  concluded,  it  is  enjoined 
by  the  secretary  to  exact, 

1st.  An  indemnification  for  e-spcnses  incurred  by  the  United 
States  in  prosecuting  the  war,  by  such  cesfion  of  land  as  may  be 
deemed  an  equivalent  for  said  expenses. 

2d.  A  stipulation  on  their  part  that  they  will  cease  all  inter- 
course with  any  Spanish  port,  garrison  or  town;  andthatthey  will 


156  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

To  settle  the  boundary,  defining  the  extent  of  territo- 
ry to  be  secured  to  the  Creeks,  and  that  which  th-  y 
would  be  required  to  surrender,  was  attended  with  dif- 
ficulty, from  the  intrigues  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  who 
sought  io  obtain  such  an  acknowledgment  of  their  Vues 
as  would  give  them  a  considerable  portion  of  country  ne- 
ver attached  to  their  claim.  The  Creeks  had  heretofore 
permitted  this  tribe  to  extend  its  settlements  as  low 
do;vn  the  Coosa  at  the  mouth  of  Wills'  creek  It  was 
insisted  now  in  private  council,  that  as  they  were  about 
to  surrender  their  country  lying  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
they  should,  previously  to  signing  the  treaty,  acknowl- 
edge the  extension  of  the  Cherokee  bou  dary,  which 
would  secure  their  claim  against  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  only  reply  obtained  from  the  Creeks  was 
in  truly  litdian  spirit,  that  they  could  not  lie,  by  admit- 
ting what  did  not  in  reality  exist. 

The  United  States  might,  without  violence  to  those 
feelings  benevolence  excites,  have  demanded  entirely 
their  country,  and  either  have  treated  the  I.  dians  as 
vassals,  atid  subjected  them  to  legislative  control,  or  ad- 
mitted them  i'.to  their  national  compact,  with  such 
rights  of  cilizenship,  as,  from  their  peculiar  habits  of 
life,  they  were  calculated  safely  to  enjoy;  but  the  hu- 
mane and  generous  policy  which  had  been  sedulously 
maintained  in  all  transactions  with  the  savages  within 
their  limits,  induced  the  government  to  require,  in  the 

Hot  admit  araon2;st  them  any  agent  or  trader  who  does  not  derive 
his  authority  or  license  from  the  United  States. 

3d.  Au  acknowled2;aient  of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
open  roads  through  their  territory  and  also  to  establish  such  milita- 
ry posts  and  trading  houses  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  pro- 
per: and 

4th.  A  surrender  of  the  prophets  and  otlier  instigators  of  the  war, 
to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the.  President. 

You  are  atithi>rized,  in  c  )njunctiun  with  colonel  Hawkins,  to 
open  and  coroliide  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  hostile  Creeks,  a^ 
soon  as  they  shall  express  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 
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cession,  only  such  portion  of  their  country  as  might 
prove  a  tendency  to  bar  every  avenue  to  foreign  intrigue, 
and  give  additional  strength  to  those  sections  of  the 
Union,  which,  from  their  limited  extent  of  territory  and 
consequent  limited  population,  were  unable  to  afford 
sufficient  supplies  for  the  subsistence  of  an  army,  or  give 
a  partial  check  to  tlie  inroads  of  an  invading  enemy. 
The  lines  defined  by  the  treaty  were  so  arranged  as 
fully  to  meet  these  objects.  Sufficient  terjitory  was  ac- 
quired on  the  south  to  give  security  to  the  Mobile  settle- 
ments, and  to  the  westernbordersof  Georgia,  which  had 
often  felt  the  stroke  of  Indian  vengeance  and  cruelty; 
while  at  the  same  time  was  effected  the  important  pur- 
pose of  separating  them  from  the  Seminole  tribes,  and 
our  unfriendly  neiglibours  in  Florida.  To  the  frontiers 
of  Tennessee  an  assurance  of  safety  was  given  by  the 
settlements  which  would  be  afforded  on  the  lands  stretch- 
ing along  the  Tennessee  river ;  whilst  the  extent  of  the- 
cession,  west  of  the  Coosa,  would  effectually  cut  off"  all 
communication  with  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  and 
prevent,  in  future,  the  passage  of  those  emissaries  from 
the  north-western  tribes,  who,  during  the  present  war, 
had  so  industriously  fomented  the  discontents  of  the 
Creeks,  and  excited  them  to  hostility.  It  is  a  happy 
consideration,  that  whilst  these  advantages  were  ob- 
tained, no  material  injury  was  done  to  those  vanquished 
people.  Their  country,  extensive  as  it  was,  presented 
none  of  those  inducements  to  the  hunter,  which  could, 
as  heretofore,  be  relied  on  with  certainty ;  while,  for  all 
the  purpose  of  agriculture,  the  part  reserved  to  them 
was  more  than  sufficient  for  fifty  times  the  population 
which  their  nation  contained.  It  may  appear  plausible 
ijQ  theory,  but  practice  will  always  disprove  the  idea, 
U 
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that  the  civilization  of  Indians  can  be  effected,  whilst, 
scattered  through  an  immense  wilderness,  they  are  left 
to  pursue  their  vagrant,  wandering  habits  of  life.  In- 
ured to  peculiar  manners,  from  the  earliest  period  of 
their  lives,  it  certainly  would  not  answer  to  innovate  at 
once  upon  their  ancient  customs;  but,  were  their  exten- 
sive wilds  gradually  reduced,  so,  in  proportion,  would 
the  benefits  resulting  from  hunting,  and  wandering 
through  the  forest,  subside,  until  prompted  at  last  by 
necessity,  they  would  resort  to  industry  and  agriculture, 
as  the  only  certain  and  lasting  means  of  support,  and 
thus  imperceptibly  be  forced  into  a  different  and  more 
advantageous  course  of  life. 

UnwilUng  to  resort  to  any. other  mode  of  living  than 
that  to  which  they  had  been  always  accustomed,  and 
satisfied  that  the  means  of  subsistence  would  be  lost 
in  the  surrender  of  their  country,  they  remained  obsti- 
nately opposed  to  every  arrangement.  Before  being 
finally  acted  upon,  the  treaty  had  been  fully  debated  in 
council,  and  the  voice  of  the  nation  pronounced  against 
it.  Jackson  had  already  submitted  the  views  of  his 
government,  and  now  met  them  in  council,  to  learn  their 
determination.  He  was  answered  by  the  Big  Warrior, 
a  friendly  chief,  and  one  of  the  first  orators  of  the  nation, 
who  declared  the  reluctance  that  was  felt,  in  yielding 
to  the  demand,  from  a  conviction  of  the  consequences 
involved,  and  the  distresses  it  must  inevitably  bring 
upon  them.  The  firm  and  dignified  eloquence  of  tliis 
untuiored  orator,  evinced  a  nerve  and  force  of  expres- 
sion, that  might  not  have  passed  unnoticed,  had  it  been 
exhibited  before  a  more  highly  polished  assembly:  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech  is  given,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
such  as  can  mark  the  bold  display  of  savage  gonius,  and 
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admire  it  when  discovered.  Having  unfolded  the  causes 
that  produced  the  war,  told  of  their  sufferings,  and  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  been  preserved  alone  by  the  army 
which  had  hastened  to  their  assistance,  he  urged,  that 
although  in  justice  it  might  be  required  of  them  to  de- 
fray, by  a  transfer  of  a  portion  of  their  country,  the  ex- 
penses incurred,  yet  was  the  demand  premature,  because 
the  war  was  not  ended,  nor  the  war  party  conquered; 
they  had  only  fled  away,  and  might  yet  return.  He 
portrayed  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  and  how  seriously 
they  would  be  affected  by  the  surrender  required  of 
them^  and  thus  concluded: 

"  The  president,  our  father,  advises  us  to  honesty  and 
fairness, and  promises  that  justice  shall  be  done:  I  hope 
and  trust  it  will  be !  I  made  this  war,  which  has  proved 
«o  fatal  to  my  country,  that  the  treaty  entered  into  a 
long  time  ago,  with  father  Washington,  might  not  be 
broken.  To  his  friendly  arm  I  hold  fast.  I  will  never 
Ijreak  that  bright  chain  of  friendship  we  made  together, 
and  which  bound  us  to  stand  to  the  United  States.  He 
was  a  father  to  the  Muscoga  people  5  and  not  only  to 
them,  but  to  all  the  people  beneath  the  sun.  His  talk  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand.  There  sits  the  agent  he  sent 
among  us.  Never  has  he  broken  the  treaty.  He  has 
lived  with  us  a  long  time.  He  has  seen  our  children 
born,  who  now  have  children.  By  his  direction,  cloth 
was  wove,  and  clothes  were  made,  and  spread  through 
our  country;  but  the  Red  Sticks  came,  and  destroyed  all — 
we  have  none  now.  Hard  is  our  situation,  and  you 
ought  to  consider  it.  I  state  what  all  the  nation  knows: 
nothing  will  I  keep  secret. 

"  There  stands  the  Little  Warrior.  While  we  were 
seeking  to  give  satisfaction  for  the  murders  that  had 
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been  committed,  he  proved  a  mischief  maker ;  he  went 
i»  the  British  on  the  lakes ;  he  eame  back,  and  brought 
a  package  to  the  frontiers,  which  increased  the  murders 
here.  This  conduct  has  already  made  the  war  party  to 
iufJer  greatly:  but,  although  almost  destroyed,  thej^will 
not  yet  open  their  eyes,  but  are  still  led  away  by  the 
British  atPensacola.  Not  so  with  us:  we  were  rational, 
and  had  our  senses — we  yet  are  so.  In  the  war  of  the 
revolution,  our  father  beyond  the  waters  encouraged  us 
to  join  him,  and  wedid  so.  We  had  no  sense  then.  The 
promises  he  made  were  never  kept.  We  were  youn^ 
and  foolish,  and  fought  with  him.  The  British  can  no 
more  persuade  us^  to  do  wrong:  they  have  deceived  us 
once,  and  can  deceive  us  no  more.  You  are  two  great 
people.  If  you  go  to  war,  we  will  have  no  concern  in 
it;  for  we  are  not  able  to  ffght.  We  wish  to  be  at  peace 
with  every  nation.  If  they  offer  me  arms,  I  will  say  to 
them,  You  put  me  in  danger,  to  war  against  a  people  born 
in  our  own  land.  They  shall  never  force  us  into  danger. 
You  shall  never  sc3  that  our  chiefs  are  boys  in  council, 
who  will  be  forced  to  do  any  thing.  I  talk  thus,  know- 
ing that  father  Washington  advised  us  never  to  inter- 
fere in  wars.  He  told  us  that  those  in  peace  were  the 
happiest  people.  He  told  us,  that  if  an  enemy  attacked 
him,  he  had  warriors  enough,  and  did  not  wish  his  red 
children  to  help  him.  If  the  British  advise  us  to  any 
thing,  I  will  tell  you — not  hide  it  from  you.  If  they  saj 
we  must  fight,  I  will  tell  them,  No  I" 

The  war  pa.'ty  being  not  entirely  subdued,  was  but  a 
pretext  to  avoid  the  demands  which  were  made;  pre- 
suming that  if  the  council  could  break  up,  without  any 
thing  being  definitely  done„  they  might,  in  part,  or  per- 
haps altogether,  avoid  what  was  now  required  of  them 
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to  do ;  but  the  inflexibility  of  the  person  with  whom  they 
were  treating,  evinced  to  them,  that  however  just  and 
well  founded  might  be  their  objections,  the  policy  under 
which  he  acted  was  too  clearly  defined,  for  any  abandon- 
ment of  his  demands  to  be  at  all  calculated  upon.  She- 
locta,  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  united  with  our  troops 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  who  had  marched  and 
fought  with  them  in  all  their  battles ;  and  had  attached 
to  himself  strongly  the  confidence  of  the  commanding 
general,  now  addressed  Mm.  He  told  him  of  the  regard 
he  had  ever  felt  for  his  white  brothers,  and  with  what 
zeal  he  had  exerted  himself  to  preserve  peace,  and  keep 
in  friendship  with  them;  when  his  efforts  had  failed, he 
had  taken,  up  arms  against  his  own  country,  and  fought 
against  his  own  people;  that  he  was  not  opposed  to 
yielding  the  lands  lying  on  the  Alabama,  which  would 
dnswer  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  any  intercourse  with 
the  Spaniards;  but  the  country  west  of  the  Coosa  he 
wished  to  be  preserved  to  the  nation.*  To  effect  this, 
he  appealed  to  the  feehngs  of  Jackson;  told  him  of  the 
dangers  they  had  passed  together;  and  of  his  faithful- 
ness to  him  in  the  trying  scenes  through  which  they  had 
gone. 

There  were,  indeed,  none  whose  voice  ought  sooner 
to  have  been  heard  than  Shelocta's.  None  had  rendered 
greater  services,  and  none  had  been  more  faithful.  He 
had  claims,  growing  out  of  his  fidelity,  that  few  others 
had :  bijt  his  wishes  were  so  much  at  variance  with  what 
Jackson  considered  the  interest  of  his  country  required, 
that  he  Was  answered  without  hesitation.     "  You  know," 

*  This  country  west  of  the  Coosa  now  fgrms  the  respectable  state 
of  Alabama,  adxnitted  into  the  Uijion  in  the  year  1819. 
14* 
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said  he,  "  that  the  portion  of  country  which  yoti  desire 
to  retain,  is  that  through  which  the  intruders  and  mis- 
chief makers  from  the  lakes  reached  jou,  and  urged 
^our  nation  to  those  acts  of  violence  that  have  involved 
your  people  in  wretchedness,  and  your  country  in  ruin. 
Through  it  leads  the  path  Tecumseh  trod,  when  he  came 
to  visit  you:  that  path  must  be  stopped.     Until  this  be 
done,  your  nation  cannot  expect  happiness,  nor  mine 
security.     I  have  already  told  you  the  reasons  for  de- 
manding it:  they  are  such  as  ought  not — cannot  be  de- 
parted from.     This  evening  must  determine  whether  or 
not  you  are  disposed  to  become  friendly.     By  rejecting 
the  treaty,  you  will  show  that  you  are  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States — enemies  even  to  yourselves."     He 
admitted  it  to  be  true,  that  the  war  was  not  ended,  yet 
that  this  was  an  additional  reason  why  the  cession  should 
be  made ;  that  then  a  line  would  be  drawn,  by  which 
his  soldiers  would  be  enabled  to  distinguish  and  know 
tiieir    friends.      "^When   our   armies,"    continued    he 
"  came  here,  the  hostile  party  had  even  stripped  you 
of  your  conntry :  we  retook  it,  and  now  offer  to  restore 
it; — theirs  we  propose  to  retain.     Those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  give  effect  to  the  treaty,  will  sign  it.    They  will 
will  be  within  our  territory;  will  be  protected  and  fed; 
and  no  enemy  of  theirs,  or  ours,  shall  molest  them. 
Those  who  are  oppose^  to  it,  shall  have  permission  to 
retire  to  Pensacola.     Here  is  the  paper:  take  it,  and 
show  the  president  who  are  his  friends.     Consult,  and 
this  evening  let  me  know  who  will  assent  to  it,  and  who 
will  not.     I  do  not  wish,  nor  will  I  attempt  to  force  any 
of  you — act  as  you  think  proper." 

They  proceeded  to  deliberate  and  re-examine  the 
course  they  should  pursue,  which  terminated  in  their 
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assent  to  the  treaty,  and  the  extension  of  those  advan- 
tages that  had  been  insisted  on.* 

*  It  was  agreed  that  the  line  should  begin  where  the  Cherokee 
southern  boundary  crossed  the  Coosa,  to  run  down  that  river  to 
Woe-tum-ka,  or  the  Big  Falls,  and  thence  eastwardly  to  Georgia. 
East  and  north  of  this  line,  containing  tipwards  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  square  miles,  remained  to  the  Indians.  West 
and  south  was  secured  to  the  United  States.  There  are  few  na- 
tions in  the  world,  that  would  have  acted  with  such  justice  aiid 
lenity  towards  a  vanquished  people.  The  country  had  been  con- 
(|uered  and  won,  at  considerable  expense  and  loss.  Few  govern- 
ments, under  such  circumstances,  would  have  done  less  than  to 
have  taken  what  best  suited  their  convenience,  without  attempting 
to  bargain  at  all  upon  the  subject;  more  especially  when  the  terri- 
tory in  question  occupied  a  space  of  more  than  two  hundred  mi  es^ 
through  which  the  western  people,  seeking  a  market  on  the  ocean^, 
were,  on  their  return  home,  under  the  necessity  of  passing.;  and 
where,  for  the  want  of  accomnaodation,  numerous  exposures  and 
hardships  were  encountered.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  treaty 
been  entered  into,  when  every  tribe  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  Choc- 
tows,  ChickasawB  and  Cherokees,  asserted  their  claims,  each,  to  a 
part  of  the  session.  The  latter  set  up  a  title  to  the  whole  extent 
lying  along  the  Tennessee  river,  and  in  the  end  succeeded  in  having 
it  recognized  by  the  government.  The  other  two  tribes,  gathering 
confidence  from  their  success,  came  forward,  and  were  no  less  for- 
tunate. The  United  States,  to  remove  every  ground  of  complaint, 
opened  a  negotiation  with  these  Indians,  and  purchased  their  iute^ 
rest  at  the  price  that  was  demanded.  When  it  is  considered  that 
these  claims  were  set  up  by  inconsiderable  clans,  which  might  at  a 
word,  have  been  hushed  to  silence,  it  affords  the  highest  eulogy  on 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  our  government,  that,  instead  of 
attempting  any  excise  of  its  power,  for  the  furtherance  of  its  views, 
their  complaints  were  heard,  and  peaceably  quieted,. by  paying 
them  the  equivalent  they  required. 

The  liberality  of  the  act  is  more  apparent,  when  it  is  taken  into 
consideration, that  the  claim  of  the  Creek  Indians  was  unquestiona- 
bly the  best.  The  coming  of  the  other  tribes  to  this  section  of  coun- 
try is  capable  of  being  traced  by  Indian  traditional  history.  "  Some 
eame  from  the  west,  beyond  the  great  river  Mississippi ;  others  frorft 
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In  the  progress  of  this  business  another  difficulty  arose : 
the  council  insisted  that  there  should  be  inserted  in  the 
treaty  a  reservation  of  certain  tracts  of  land ;  one  for 
colonel  Hawkins,  in  consideration  of  his  fidelity  to  them 
as  an  agent;  and  another  to  Jackson,  because  of  the 
gratitude  felt  towards  him  for  his  exertions  in  their  fa- 
vour against  the  hostile  Creeks.  To  this  the  general 
objected.  It  was  personal  as  it  regarded  himself,  and 
he  was  unwilUng  to  appear  in  any  point  of  view,  where 
suspicion  could  attach,  that  he  had  availed  himself  of 
his  official  situation  to  obtain  personal  benefits;  fully 
aware,  that  however  the  facts  might  be,  selfish  consid- 
erations would  be  imputed  as  an  inducement  to  what 

the  north  :"  but  the  same  record  knows  nothing  of  the  Creeks.  So 
far  back  as  it  extends,  they  are  traced  as  the  most  numerous  and 
warlike  of  the  southern  tribes ;  and  are  spoken  of  "  as  coming  out 
of  the  ground."  Possession,  With  Indians,  is  the  only  evidence  of 
title.  Their  country  and  individual  possessions,  always  defined  by 
natural  objects,  belongs  to  the  next,  when  once  the  first  occupant 
has  abandoned  it.  The  tradition  of  their  origin,  reaching  to  a  pe- 
riod long  anterior  to  the  time  when  other  tribes  settled  on  their 
borders,  proves  them  to  have  been  the  first  proprietors  of  the  soil: 
the  country  was  never  abandoned  by  them :  being  the  most  war- 
like and  powerful,  it  could  never  have  been  wrested  from  them  by 
eonquest:  the  conclusion  follows,  thftt  they  were  evidently  the 
rightful  owners,  and  that  other  tribes,  as  they  allege,  acquired  a 
residence  only  through  their  permission  and  indulgence.  If,  how- 
ever, power,  the  legitimate  rule  and  national  law  in  modern  times, 
had  been  made  the  appeal  between  a  government  strong  as  the 
United  States,  and  such  inconsiderable  Indian  hordes,  there  can  be 
no  question  as  to  the  manner  the  difference  might  have  been  set- 
tled :  yet  the  administratioi;i,  rather  than  leave  themselves  open 
even  to  suspicion,  preferred  and  obtained  the  title  of  these  people 
at  an  expense  of  at  least  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Let  other  nations,  if  they  can,  produce  an  act,  which,  for  jnstice 
and  liberality,  can  be  compared  with  this. 
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was  done.  He  refused,  theretore,  to  have  it  inserted? 
and  for  the  further  reasoii,  that  the  instructions  u^der 
which  he  was  acting,  required  it  to  be  a  capitulation, 
not  a  treaty.  The  next  morning,  however,  when  they 
met  in  council  to  sign  the  instrument,  the  chiefs  deliver- 
ed to  the  general  a  paper,  expressing  a  wish,  and  dis- 
closing their  reasons,  that  a  reservation  to  himself,— <;o- 
lonel  Hawkins,  and  Mayfield,  who  being  made  a  prison- 
er in  his  youth,  had  always  resided  in  the  nation,  might 
be  assented  to ;  and  requested  it  to  be  forwarded  on  and 
made  known  to  the  government.  Jackson  consented 
to  do  so,  and  to  recommend  its  adoption ;  but  that  the 
reservation  they  had  thought  proper  to  request,  if  as- 
sented to,  he  would  accept  of  onno other  terms  than  that 
their  father  the  president  should  dispose  of  it,  and  ap- 
ply the  proceeds  to  those  of  the  nation  on  whom  distress 
and  poverty  had  been  brought  by  the  war.  Mr.  Mad- 
ison subsequently  brought  this  matter  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in  recom- 
mending its  adoption,  highly  complimented  the  delicacy 
with  which  the  proposition  had  been  met  by  general 
Jackson:  it  was,  however,  never  acted  on,  and  assentecf 
to  by  the  Senate. 

Every  attention  had  been  given,  during  the  negotia- 
tion, to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  savages  the  necessi- 
ty of  remaining  at  peace  and"  in  friendship  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  5  for,  although  all  apprehensions  of  their  act- 
ing in  concert  as  a  nation  had  subsided,  yet  it  was  im- 
portant to  leave  their  minds  favourably  impressed,  lest 
the  wandering  fugitives,  scattered  in  considerable  num- 
bers towards  the  Escambia  and  Pensacola,  might,  by 
continuing  hostile,  associate  with  them  others  of  their 
countrymen, — attach  themselves  to  the  British,  should 
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they  appear  in  the  south,  aid  them  by  their  numbers^ 
and  pilot  them  through  the  country. 

This  retreat  of  the  savages  in  East  Florida,  had  beeii 
always  looked  upon  as  a  place  whence  the  the  United 
States  might  apprehend  serious  difficulties  to  arise. — 
There  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  British^  through  this 
channel,  with  the  aid  of  the  governor,  had  protected  the 
Indians,  and  supplied  them  with  arms  and  ammunition; 
Jior  was  it  less  certain,  but  that  through  the  art  and  ad- 
dress practised  on  them,  they  had  been  excited  to  the 
outrages  which  had  been  heretofore  committed.  It 
was  an  idea  entertained  by  Jackson,  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  Creek:  war^  that  the  proper  and  best  mode 
of  procedure  would  be  to  push  his  army  through  the 
nation;  gain  this  den,  where  vegetated  so  many  evils; 
and,  by  holding  it,  effectually  cut  off  their  intercourse, 
and  means  of  encouraging  the  war :  but  the  unexpected  dif- 
Hculties  which  we  have  before  noticed^  had  repressed  the 
Execution  of  his  well-digested  plans,  and  left  him  to  pur- 
sue his  course  as  circumstances,  and  the  obstacles  met 
with,  would  permit.  The  assistance  which,  during  the 
■war,  had  been  continually  afforded  these  people  from 
Pensacola,  induced  him  onc6  more  to  turn  his  attention 
there;  and  he  now  strongly  urged  on  government  the 
propriety  of  attacking  and  breaking  down  this  strong 
hold,  whence  so  many  evils  had  flowed^  and  whence 
greater  ones  were  yet  to  be  expected.  His  busy  mind, 
actively  engaged,  while  employed  in  settling  all  differ- 
ences at  Fort  Jackson,  had  sought  through  every  chan- 
nel that  could  afford  it,  information  as  to  the  designs  of 
the  British  against  the  southern  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
idea  had  been  prevalent,  and  generally  indulged,  that 
so  soon  as  the  severity  of  approaching  winter  should  put 
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a  stop  to  active  operations  on  the  Canada  frontier,  with 
all  their  disposable  force,  they  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion against  the  southern  states,  and  there  attempt  to 
gain  some  decisive  advantage.  New  Orleans,  with  one 
consent,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  point  that  most  probably 
would  be  assailed.  The  circumstance  of  there  being 
so  many  persons  there  who  have  never  been  supposed  to 
entertain  any  well-founded  regard  for  the  country  in 
which  they  lived,  together  with  a  large  black  population, 
which  it  was  feared  might  be  excited  to  insurrection  and 
massacre,  through  the  persuasions  of  an  enemy  who 
seemed  to  disregard  all  the  laws  of  humanity,  were  rea- 
sons which  strongly  led  to  this  conclusion. 

General  Jackson  having  understood,  that  that  comfort 
and  aid  which  heretofore  had  been  so  liberally  extended, 
was  still  afforded  by  the  Spanish  governor  to  the  hostile 
Indians,  who  had  fled  from  the  ravages  of  the  Creek  war, 
cherished  the  belief  that  his  conduct  was  such  as  deser- 
vedly to  exclude  him  from  that  protection  to  which,  un- 
der other  circumstances,  he  would  be  entitled,  from  the 
professed  neutrality  of  Spain.  At  all  events,  if  the  im- 
proper acts  of  the  Spanish  agents  would  not  authorize 
the  American  government  openly  to  redress  herself  for 
the  unprovoked  injuries  she  had  received,  they  were 
such  he  believed,  as  would  justify  any  course  which  had 
for  its  object  to  arrest  their  continuance  and  give  safety 
to  the  country.  In  this  point  of  view  he  had  already  con- 
sidered it,  when  on  his  way  to  the  treaty  at  Fort  Jack- 
son, he  received  certain  information,  that  about  three 
hundred  English  troops  had  landed;  were  fortifying 
themselves  at  the  mouth  of  the  Apalachicola ;  and  were 
endeavouring  to  excite  the  Lidians  to  war.  No  time  was 
lost  in  giving  the  government  notice  of  what  was  passing* 
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and  of  the  coarse,  by  him,  deemed  most  advisable  to  be 
pursued.  The  advantages  to  be  secured  from  the  pos- 
session of  Peiisacola  he  had  frequently  urged.  Wheth- 
er it  was  that  the  govornment  beheld  things  in  a  point 
of  view  different  from  himself,  or  that  being  at  peace 
with  Spain,  was  disposed  to  encounter  partial  inconven- 
iences, rather  than  add  lier  to  the  number  of  our  ene- 
mies, no  order  to  that  effect  was  yet  given.  In  detailing 
to  the  secretary  of  war  the  information  that  had  been 
communicated  to  him,  he  remarks:  "If  the  hostile 
Creeks  have  taljen  refuge  in  Florida,  and  are  there  fed, 
clothed,  and  protected ;  if  the  British  have  landed  a 
large  force,  munitions  of  war,  and  are  fortifying  and  stir- 
ring up  the  savages;  will  you  only  say  to  me,  raise  a  few 
hundred  militia,  which  can  be  quickly  done,  and  with 
such  regular  force  as  can  be  conveniently  collected, 
make  a  descent  upon  Pensacola,  and  reduce  it?  If  so, 
I  promise  you  the  war  in  the  south  shall  have  a  speedy 
termination,  and  English  nfluence  be  forever  destroyed 
with  the  savages  in  this  quarter." 

Notwithstanding  this  and  other  information  communi- 
cated to  the  government,  yet,  to  his  repeated  and  pres- 
Bing  applications,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  any  answer: 
nothing  was  returned  that  could  be  construed  into  eith- 
er a  permission  of,  or  command  to  abstain  from  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  project.  At  length,  on  the  1 7th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1815,  after  the  British  army  had  been  repulsed  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  descent  on  Florida  almost  forgot- 
ten, through  the  post  office  department,  dated  at  Wash- 
ington City,  the  18th  of  July,  1814,  he  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  general  Armstrong,  then  secretary  at 
war: 

«  The  case  yoij  put  is  a  yery  strong  one ;  and  if  all 
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the  circumstances  stated  by  you  unite,  the  conclusion  is 
irresistible.  It  becomes  our  duty  to  carry  our  arms 
where  we  find  our  enemies.  It  is  believed,  and  I  am  so 
directed  by  the  president  to  say,  that  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government,  not  to  break 
with  the  United  States,  nor  to  encourage  any  conduct 
on  the  part  of  her  subordinate  agents  having  a  tendency 
to  such  rupture.  We  must,  therefore,  in  this  case,  be 
careful  to  ascertain  facts,  and  even  to  distinguish  what, 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  may  be  the  effect 
of  menace  and  compulsion,  or  of  their  choice  and  policy: 
the  result  of  this  inquiry  ^ust  govern.  If  they  admit, 
feed,  arm,  and  co-operate  with  the  British  and  hostile 
Indians,  we  must  strike  on  the  broad  principle  of  self- 
preservation: — under  other  and  different  circumstances, 
we  must  forbear." 

That  the  state  of  things,  here  suggested  by  the  secre- 
tary, did  actually  exist;  that  the  British  were  favoura- 
bly received,  and  every  assistance  necessary  to  a  contin- 
uance of  hostilities  extended  to  the  Indians,  the  govern- 
ment had  been  already  apprised,  by  the  frequent  com- 
munications made  to  them  on  the  subject.  The  facts 
were  too  well  ascertained  for  any  reasonable  doubt  to 
attach.  To  determine  then  upon  a  proper  course,  no 
postulata  were  necessary,  or  should  have  been  required 
by  the  government.  Had  this  letter  reached  him  in 
time,  it  would  at  once  have  determined  general  Jack- 
son in  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  on  the  execution 
.of  his  design ;  how  it  was  so  long  delayed,  we  know  not, 
nor  shall  we  pretend  to  conjecture;  for  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, conjecture  alone  could  be  indi'Iged.  We  would, 
however,  recommend  in  all  casese,  wj^iere  a  measure  is 
to  be  proceeded  in,  either  fiom  necessity,  or  a  well- 
15 
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founded  apprehension  of  ite  propriety,  that  the  govera- 
ment  should  adopt  it  without  fear  or  trembling,  and 
from  no  regard  to  the  consequences  involved ;  nor  leave 
to  be  determined  by  the  success  or  failure  of  the  design, 
whether  an  officer,  acting  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
and  for  the  good  of  his  country,  shall  become  the  sub- 
ject of  commendation  or  reproof. 

"If,"  remarked  the  general,  speaking  of  this  transac- 
tion, "  this  letter,  or  any  hint  that  such  a  course  would 
have  been  even  winked  at  by  the  government,  had  been 
received,  it  would  have  been  in  my  power  to  have  cap- 
tured the  British  shipping  in  the  bay.  I  would  have 
marched  at  once  against  Barrancas,  and  carried  it,  an^ 
thus  prevented  any  escape ;  but,  acting  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility against  a  neutral  power,  it  became  essential 
for  me  to  proceed  with  more  caution  than  my  judgment 
or  wishes  approved,  and  consequently  important  advan- 
tages were  lost,  which  might  have  been  secured."^ — 
The  delay  of  the  letter  is  inexplicable  and  strange. — ' 
Did  general  Armstrong  detain  it?  He  could  not,  because 
his  efficiency  of  character  and  decision  stand  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  idea :  and,  besides,  after  the  burning  of  Wash- 
ington, in  August  1814,  he  ceased  to  have  any  agency 
in  the  affairs  of  the  government.  It  is  a  circumstance 
which,  during  this 'time,  could  not  have  remained  under 
the  control  of  accident;  it  must  have  been  the  effect  of 
management  somewhere,  and  of  a  design  intended  for 
some  important  purpose;  if  any  mishaps  occurred,  and 
a  question  arose  where  responsibility  should  rest,  the  ab- 
sence of  authority  would  readily  affix  it  on  Jackson.  If 
our  cause  had  proven  disastrous  at  New  Orleans,  it 
would  have  been  an  easy  and  plausible  matter  to  have 
ascribed  it  to  the  time  lost  in  waging  operations  against 
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a  neutral  and  friendly  power,  without  the  sanction  of 
the  government. 

On  arriving  at  Fort  Jackson,  his  first  attention  had 
been  direced  to  a  subject  which  he  believed  to  be  of 
greater  importance  than  making  Indian  treaties — to  es- 
tablish a  plan  by  which  to  be  constantly  advised,  during 
his  stay,  of  those  schemes  that  were  in  agitation  in  the 
south:  believing  that  every  passing  event  might  be  rea- 
dily obtained  through  the  Indians,  who  could  go  among 
the  British  without  in  the  least  exciting  suspicion,  he  had 
required  colonel  Hawkins  to  procure  some  who  were 
confidential,  and  might  be  certainly  relied  on,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Apalachicola,  and  towards  the  coast,  and  to 
return  as  early  as  they  could  obtain  correct  information 
of  the  strength,  views,  and  situation  of  the  enemy.  In 
about  fifteen  days  they  came  back,  confirming  the  state- 
ment previously  received,-  that  a  considerable  English 
force  had  arrived,  and  was  then  in  the  bay  of  St.  Rose; 
that  muskets  and  ammunition  had  been  given  to  the  In- 
dians, and  runners  despatched  to  the  different  tribes  to 
invite  them  to  the  coast. 

Satisfied  that  such  permissions,  by  a  neutral  power, 
were  too  grievous  to  be  borne,  he  immediately  addres- 
sed a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  apprising  hina 
of  the  information  received;  and  enquiring  why  and 
wherefore  it  happened  that  every  protection  and  assis- 
tance was  furnished  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
within  his  territory;  requested  him  to  state  whether  or 
not  the  facts  were  as  they  had  been  represented ;  and 
demanded  to  have  surrendered  to  him  such  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  hostile  Indians  as  were  with  him.  "I  rely,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  on  the  existing  friendship  of  Spain,  her 
treaties  and  that  neutrality  which  she  should  observej 
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as  authority  for  the  demand  I  make."  The  governor's 
answer,  which  shortly  afterwards  was  received,  evinced 
nothing  of  a  conciUatory  temper,  and  left  no  hope  of  pro- 
curing any  other  redress  than  that  which  might  be  ob- 
tained through  some  different  channel.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject, however,  which  required  to  be  managed  with  con- 
siderable caution.  Spain  and  the  United  States  were 
in  amity  and  at  peace ;  to  reduce  any  portion  of  her 
territory,  and  take  possession  of  it,  in  exclusion  of  her 
authority,  might  be  construed  such  an  aggresion,  as  to 
induce  her  into  the  war.  On  the  other  hand,  for  her, 
with  open  arms,  to  receive  our  enemies,  and  permit 
them  to  make  every  preparation  within  her  ports,  for  in- 
vading and  attacking  our  country,  were  outrages  toe 
monstrous  to  be  borne,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Jackson, 
required  to  be  remedied,  let  the  consequences  in  pro^ 
spective  be  what  they  might.  Although  these  things 
had  been  earnestly  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  war  department,  no  answer  to  his  repeated  solicita- 
tions on  the  subject  had  been  received.  On  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, to  advance  to  the  execution  of  a  measure, 
•which  involved  so  much,  when  his  government  was,  and 
had  for  some  time  been,  in  possession  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, was  risking  too  much.  Yet,  were  it  delayed 
longer,  every  day  might  give  to  Pensacola  additional 
strength,  and  increase  the  danger  attendant  on  its  reduc- 
tion. Undetermined,  under  considerations  like  these 
he  resolved  upon  another  expedient — to  despatch  a  mes- 
senger, to  lay  open  to  the  governor  the  ground  of  his 
complaint— obtain  from  hiin  a  declaration  of  his  inten- 
tion, as  regarded  the  course  he  meant  to  adopt,  and 
pursue — and  ascertain  whether  he  designed  to  make 
subsisting  treaties  between  the  two  nations  the  basis  of 
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his  conduct,  or  to  pursue  a  strange  and  concealed  course^ 
which,  under  the  garb  of  pretended  friendship,  cloaked 
all  the  reahties  of  war.  The  propriety  of  delivering  up 
the  hostile  Indians,  who  were  with  him,  to  atone  for  the 
violation  of  existing  treaties,  and  the  rights  of  humanity, 
and  the  murders  they  had  committed,  was  again  pressed 
and  sohcited. 

A  reply  was  not  concluded  on  by  the  governor  for 
some  time,  owing  to  a  very  considerable  doubt  that  har- 
rassed  his  mind,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  proper  to  re- 
return  it  without  an  answer,  "in  imitation  of  the  conduct 
of  general  Flournoy,  who,  acting  in  conformity  to  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Madison,  heretofore  had  omitted  to  answer  a 
despatch  of  his."  But  having  considered  the  matter 
quite  maturely  and  deliberately,  he  at  length  came  to 
the  conclusion,  to  wave  the  example  set  hina  by  the 
president,  and  in  replying  to,  act  in  obedience  to  those 
"high  and  generous  feelings  peculiar  to  the  Spanish 
character." 

In  answer  to  the  demand  made  upon  him,  that  the 
hostile  Indians  should  be  delivered  up,  he  denied  that 
they  were  with  him,  "at  that  time,"  or  that  he  could,  on 
the  ground  of  hospitality,  refuse  them  assistance,  at  a 
momentwiien  their  distresses  were  so  great;  nor  could  he 
surrender  them,  as  he  believed,  without  acting  in- open 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations, — laws,  to  which  his  sov- 
ereign had  ever  strictly  adhered,  and  of  which  he  had 
already  afforded  the  United  States  abundant  evidence,  ' 
in  omitting  to  demand  of  them  "the  traitors,  insurgents, 
incendiaries,  and  assassins  of  his  chiefs,  namely,  Guiter- 
res,  Toledo,  and  many  others,  whom  the  American  gov- 
ernment protected  and  maintained  in  committing  hostil- 
ities, in  fomenting  the  revolution,  and  in  lighting  up  the 
15* 
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flames  of  discord  in  the  internal  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
of  Mexico." 

To  the  inquiry,  why  the  EngUsh  had  been  suffered  to 
land  in  his  province  arms  and  ammunition,  with  a  view- 
to  encouraging  the  Indians  in  their  acts  of  hostility,  he 
proceeded  with  his  same  "national  characteristic,"  and 
'demanded  to  be  informed  if  the  United  States  were  ig- 
norant, that  at  the  conquest  of  Florida,  there  was  a*  trea- 
ty between  Great  Britain  and  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
whether  they  did  not  know,  that  it  stiU  existed  between 
Spain  and  those  tribes?  "But,"  continued  he,  "turn 
your  eyes  to  the  iBland  of  Barrataria,  and  you  will  there 
perceive,  that  within  the  very  territory  of  the  United- 
States,  pirates  are  sheltered  and  protected,  with  the 
manifest  design  of  committing  hostilities  by  sea,  upon 
the  merchant  vessels  of  Spain ;  and  with  such  scanda- 
lous notoriety^  that  the  cargoes  of  our  our  vessels,  taken 
by  them,  have  been  pubUcly  sold  in  Louisiana." 

It  is  difficult  to  discover  how,  or  by  what  system  of^ 
logic  it  was,  that  governor  Manrequez  was  enabled  to 
trace  any  kind  of  analogy  between  the  United  States 
affording  to  a  few  of  the  patriots  of  South  America  an 
asylum  from  the  oppressions  and  persecutions  that  were 
threatened  to  be  imposed  on  by  Spanish  tyranny,  and  his 
permitting  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  comfort,  aid,  and 
assistance  to  be  given  the  savages^  that  they  might  the 
better  be  enabled  to  indulge  in  cruelty  towards  us. — 
Nor  can  it  be  perceived  how  it  was,  that  the  piracies  of 
Lafitte  and  his  party  at  Barrataria,  and  the  successful 
smuggling  which  brought  their  plundered  wealth  into 
port,  in  open  defiance  of  our  laws,  could  operate  as  a 
sufficient  pretext  for  giving  protection  and  indulgence 
to  an  enemy  entering  the  territory  of  Sjpain,  and  con^ 
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tinuing  there,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  waging  war 
against  a  power  with  which  she  not  only  professed  to  be 
in  friendship,  but  was  bound  by  treaty  to  be  so,  and  at 
the  very  time  too,  when  she  claimed  to  be  neutral.  Nor 
can  we  see  the  force  of  the  argument,  because  England 
had  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  which  afterwards 
devolved  on  Spain,  that  the  agents  of  his  Catholic  ma^ 
jesty  were  in  consequence,  justified  in  protecting  the 
savages  in  their  murders,  or  assisting  covertly,  as  they 
did,  in  the  war  against  us:  how  the  conclusions  were 
arrived  at,  the  governor  can  decide  at  some  moment^ 
when  relieved  from  those  high  and  honourable  feelings^ 
"peculiar  to  the  Spanish  character,"  reason  may  re-as- 
sert her  empiry  over  him,  and  point  the  manner  he  was 
enabled  to  produce  his  strange  results. 

The  governor,  however^  had  evinced  rather  too  high 
a  state  of  feeling,  and  taken  his  ground  wtilhouf  suffering 
his  reflections  to  go  to  their  full  extent.  He  had  placed 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  savages,  "for  the  purposes  ©f 
self-defence;"  many  of  them  were  hastening  to  him,— 
more  were  yet  expected.  The  British  had  already 
landed  a  partial  force,  and  a  greater  one  was  shortly 
looked  for.  Against  this  certain  and  unexpected  strength^ 
«dded  to  what  his  own  resources  could  supply,  he  be- 
lieved an  American  general  would  not  venture  to  adi- 
vance.  These  considerations  had  led  him  to  assume  a 
pro«d  and  lofty  tone, — to  arraign  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States,  in  extinguishing  the  Indiaa  title  on  the 
Alabama, — to  accuse  them  of  disregarding  and  violating 
their  treaties,  and  to  point  out  the  danger  to  which  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  Europe  might  shortly  expose 
them.  As  yet  he  was  ignorant  of  the  energy  of  the  man 
already  uear  his  borders,  and  who,  to  march  against  and 
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break  down  his  fancied  security,  did  not  desire  to  be 
ordered,  but  only  to  be  apprised  by  his  country  that  it 
might  be  done.  Jackson,  in  no  wise  pleased  with  the 
boldness  of  his  remarks,  proceeded  again  to  address  him, 
and  exhibited  fully  the  grounds  of  accusation  and  com- 
plaint in  behalf  of  his  country,  and  in  a  style  at  least  as 
courtly  as  his  own. 

"Were  I  clothed,"  he  remarks,  "with  diplomatic  pow- 
ers, for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  topics  embraced  in 
the  wide  range  of  injuries  of  which  you  complain,  and 
which  have  long  since  been  adjusted,  I  could  easily -de- 
jnonstate  that  the  United  States  have  been  always  faiths 
ful  to  their  treaties,  steadfast  in  their  friendships,  nor 
have  ever  claimed  any  thing  that  was  not  warranted  by 
justice.  They  have  endured  many  insults  from  the  gov- 
ernors and  other  officers  of  Spain,  which,  if  sanctioned  by 
their  sovereign,  would  have  amounted  to  acts  of  hostility, 
without  any  previous  declaration  on  the  subject.  Tney 
have  excited  the  savages  to  war,  and  afforded  them  the 
means  of  waging  it:  the  property  of  our  citizens  has 
been  captured  at  sea,  and  if  compensation  has  not  been 
refused,  it  has  at  lea»t  been  withlield.  But  as  no  such  pow- 
ers have  been  delegated  to  me,  I  shall  not  assume  tliem^ 
but  leave  them  to  the  representatives  of  our  respective 
governments. 

"I  have  the  honour  of  being  entrusted  with  the  coni- 
mand  of  this  district.  Charged  with  its  protection,  and 
the  safety  of  its  citizens,  I  feel  my  ability  to  discharge 
the  task,  and  trust  your  excellency  will  always  find  me 
ready  and  willing  to  go  forward,  in  the  performarice  of 
that  duty,  whenever  circumstances  shall  render  it  ne- 
cessary. I  agree  with  you,  perfectly,  that  candour  and 
polite  language  should,  at  all  times,  chaKacterize  the 
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communications  between  the  officers  of  friendly  sore- 
reignties;  and  I  assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  my  former  letters  were  couched  in  terms  the  most 
respectful  and  unexceptionable.  I  only  requested,  and 
did  not  demand,  as  you  have  asserted,  that  the  ringlea- 
ders of  the  Creek  confederacy  might  be  delivered  to  me, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  your  town,  and  who  had  viola- 
ted all  laws,  moral,  civil,  and  divine.  This  I  had  a  right 
to  do,  from  the  treaty  which  I  sent  you,  and  whi^h  I  now 
again  enclose,  with  a  request  that  you  will  change  your 
translation ;  believing,  as  I  do,  that  your  former  one  was 
wrong,  and  has  deceived  you.  What  kind  of  an  answer 
you  returned,  a  reference  to  your  letter  will  explain.-^ 
The  whole  of  it  breathed  nothing  but  hostility,  ground- 
ed upon  assumed  facts,  and  false  charges,  and  entirely 
evading  the  inquiries  that  had  been  made. 

"I  can  but  express  my  astonishment  at  your  protest 
against  the  cession  on  the  Alabama,  lying  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  has  been  ratified  in  due  form,  by  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  nation.  But  my  astonish- 
ment subsides,  when,  on  comparison,  I  fin^it  upon  a  par 
with  the  rest  of  your  letter  and  conduct;  taken  together,, 
they  afford  a  sufficient  justification  for  any  course  on 
my  part  or  consequences  that  may  ensue  to  yourself. — 
My  government  will  protect  every  inch  of  her  territory, 
her  citizens  and  their  property,  from  insult  and  depreda- 
tion, regardless  of  the  political  revolutions  of  Europe , 
and  although  she  has  been  at  all  times  sedulous  to  pre- 
serve a  good  understanding  with  all  the  world,  yet  sh© 
has  sacred  rights,  that  cannot  be  trampled  upon  with  in»- 
punity.  Spain  had  better  look  to  her  own  intestine 
commotions,  before  she  walks  forth  in  that  majesty  «J[ 
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Strength  and  power,  which  you  threaten  to  draw  Upoii 
the  United  States. 

"  Your  excellency  has  been  candid  enough  to  admit 
your  having  supplied  the  Indians  with  arms.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  I  have  learned  that  a  British  flag  has  been 
seen  flying  on  one  of  your  forts.  All  this  is  done  whilst 
you  are  pretending  to  be  neutral.  You  cannot  be  sur- 
prised, then,  but  on  the  contrary  will  provide  a  fort  in 
your  town  for  my  soldiers  and  Indians,  should  I  take  it 
in  my  head  to  pay  you  a  visit. 

"In  futxire,  I  beg  you  to  withhold  your  insulting 
charges  against  my  government  for  one  more  inclinfed 
to  listen  to  slander  than  I  am;  nor  consider  me  any 
more  as  a  diplomatic  characterj  unless  so  proclaimed  to 
you  from  the  mouths  of  my  cannon." 

Captain  Gordon,  who  had  been  despatched  to  Pensa- 
eola,  had  been  enabled,  during  the  time  he  remained 
there,  to  obtain  much  more  full  and  satisfactory  infor- 
mation than  it  had  pleased  the  governor  to  communi- 
cate. Appearances  completely  developed  the  schemes 
which  were  in  agitation,  and  convinced  him  that  active 
operations  were  intended  shortly  to  be  commenced 
gomewhere  in  the  lower  country.  On  his  return,  he 
reported  to  the  general  that  he  had  seen  from  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  two  hundred  officers  and  soldiers,  a 
park  of  artillery,  and  about  five  hundred  Indians,  under 
the  drill  of  British  officers,  armed  with  new  muskets,  and 
dressed  in  the  English  uniform. 

Jackson  directly  brought  to  the  view  of  the  govern- 
ment the  information  he  had  received,  and  again  urged 
his  favourite  scheme,  the  reduction  of  Pensacola. — 
"  How  long,"  he  observed,  "  will  the  United  States 
jpocket  the  reproach  and  open  insults  of  Spain?    It  ia 
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alone  by  a  manly  and  dignified  course,  that  we  can  se- 
cure respect  from  other  nations,  and  peace  to  our  own. 
Temporizing  policy  is  not  only  a  disgrace,  but  a  curse 
to  any  nation.  It  is  a  fact,  that  a  British  captain  of  ma- 
rines is,  and  has  for  some  time  past  been  engaged  in 
drilling  and  organizing  the  fugitive  Creeks,  under  the 
eye  of  the  governor;  endeavouring,  by  his  influence  and 
presents,  to  draw  to  his  standard  as  well  the  peaceable 
as  the  hostile  Indians.  If  permission  had  been  given 
me  to  march  against  this  place  twenty  days  ago,  I  would, 
ere  this,  have  planted  there  the  American  Eagle;  now, 
we  must  trust  alone  to  our  valour,  and  to  the  justice  of 
our  cause.  But  my  present  resources  are  so  limited — a 
sickly  climate  as  well  as  an  enemy  to  contend  with,  and 
without  the  means  of  transportation  to  change  the  posi- 
tion of  my  army,  that,  resting  on  the  bravery  of  my  little 
phalanx,  I  can  only  hope  for  success." 

Many  difficulties  were  presented;  and, although  anx- 
ious to  carry  into  execution  a  purpose  which  seemed  so 
strongly  warranted  by  necessity,  he  saw  that  he  was 
wholly  without  the  power  of  moving,  even  should  he  be 
directed  to  do  so.  Acting  in  a  remote  corner  of  the 
Union,  which  was  ^detached  and  thinly  inhabited,  the 
credit  of  his  government  was  inadequate  to  procure 
those  things  necessary  and  essential  to  his  operations; 
while  the  poverty  of  his  quarter-master's  department 
presented  but  a  dreary  prospect  for  reliance.  But  to 
have  all  things  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  action,  when 
the  time  should  arrive  to  authorize  it,  he  was  directing 
his  attention  in  the  way  most  likely  to  effect  it.  The 
warriors  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  were  ordered 
to  be  marshalled,  and  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  govern- 
ment, He  addressed  hinaself  to  the  governors  of  Tennes- 
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aee,  Loui^ana,  and  the  Mississippi  territory,  acd  pressed 
them  to  be  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  In- 
formation, he  said,  had  reached  him,  which  rendered  it 
necessary  that  all  the  forces  allotted  for  the  defence  of 
the  seventh  military  district,  should  be  held  in  a  state  of 
perfect  readiness  to  march  at  any  notice,  and  to  any  point 
they  might  be  required.  ''  Dark  and  heavy  clouds  hover 
around  us.  The  energy  and  patriotism  of  the  citizens 
of  your  states  must  dispel  them.  Our  rights,  our  liber- 
ties, and  free  constitution,  are  threatened.  This  noble 
patrimony  of  our  fathers  must  be  defended  with  the  best 
blood  of  our  country:  to  do  this,  you  must  hasten  to 
carry  into  effect  the  requisition  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  call  forth  your  troops,  without  delay." 

On  the  day  after  completing  his  business  at  Fort  Jack- 
son, he  liad  departed  for  Mobile,  to  place  the  country 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence.  The  third  regiment,  a  part 
of  the  forty-fourth  and  thirty-ninth,  constituted  entirely 
the  regular  forces  he  could  at  this  time  command.  Many 
reasons  concurred  to  render  it  necessary  that  a  sufficient 
force  should  be  brought  into  the  field  as  early  as  possi- 
ble. His  appeals  to  the  people  of  Teimessee  had  been 
generally  crowned  with  success ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
hut  that  he  might  yet  obtain  from  them  such  assistance 
as  would  enable  him,  should  any  unexpected  emergency 
arise,  to  act  at  least  defensively,  until  the  states  already 
applied  to  should  have  their  quotas  ready  for  the  fit;ld. 
On  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  he  believed 
he  might  securely  rely,  and  that  their  ardour  would 
readily  excite  them  to  conter.d  with  an  enemy  at  their 
very  doors.  Well  knowing  the  delay  incident  to  bring- 
ing militia  requisitions  expeditiously  forth,  and  fearing 
that  some  circumbiance  might  arise  to  jeopardize  the 
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#.safety  of  the  country,  before  the  constituted  authorities 
couid  act,  he  had  already  despatched  his  adjutant-gene- 
ral, colonel  Butler,  to  Tennessee,  with  orders  to  raise 
volunteers,  and  have  them  in  readiness  to  advance  to  his 
relief,  whenever  it  should  be  required. 

Every  day's  intelligence  tended  to  confirm  the  belief 
that  a  descent  would  be  made, — most  probably  on  New 
Orleans.  Anonymous  letters,  secretly  forwarded  from 
Pensacola,  and  which  found  their  way  into  the  American 
camp,  suggested  this  as  the  point  of  assault ;  and  many 
of  the  settlers  were  apprised  by  th^r  friends,  of  the  fears 
entertained  for  their  safety,  and  entreated  to  retire  from 
the  gathering  storm,  ^lich,  it  was  feared,  would  soon 
burst  and  entirely  involve  the  lower  country  in  wo  and 
ruin.  Where  certainly  to  expect  attacjc,  wis  as  yet  un- 
known. The  part  of  the  country  bordering  on  Mobile 
might  be  assailed;  yet,  taking  into  consideration  that  no 
very  immediate  advantages  could  be  obtained  there,  it 
was  an  event  not  much  to  be  apprehended.  The  ne- 
cessity, however,  of  being  prepared  at  all  points,  so  far 
as  the  means  of  defence  could  be  procured,  was  at  once 
obvious ;  for,  as  the  general,  in  one  of  his  letters,  re- 
marked, "there  was  no  telling  where^  or  when  the" 
spoiler  might  come." 

There  were  now  too  many  reasons  to  expect  an  early 
visit,  and  too  many  causes  to  apprehend  danger,  not  to 
desire  that  an  efficient  force  might  be  within  convenient 
distance.  Colonel  Butler  was  accordingly  written  to,  and 
ordered  to  hasten  forward  with  the  volunteers  he  could 
procure,  and  to  join  him  without  delay.  The  order 
reached  him  at  Nashville,  on  the  9th  of  September,  and 
he  forthwith  engaged  actively  in  its  execution.  He  di- 
rectly applied  to  general  Cofi'ee,  to  advance  with  the 
16 
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mounted  troops  he  could  collect.  A  general  order  was 
at  the  same  time  issued,  bringing  to  view  the  dangers 
that  threatened,  and  soliciting  those  who  were  disposed 
to  aid  in  protecting  their  country  from  invasion,  to  unite 
with  him  at  Fayetteville,  by  the  28th  instant.  The  ap- 
peal was  not  ineffectual:  although  the  scene  of  opera- 
tion was  ^t  least  four  hundred  miles  from  the  point  of 
rendezvous,  the  call  was  promptly  obeyed;  and  two 
thousand  able-bodied  men,  well  supplied  with  rifles  and 
muskets,  appeared  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  to 
march  with  the  brave  general  Coffee,  who  had  so  often 
led  his  troops  to  victory  and  honour.  Colonel  Butler, 
with  his  usual  activity  and  industry,  hastened  to  meet 
and  press  forward  the  militia  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Loweryi,Avhich  had  been  heretofore  required  for 
g#risoning  the  posts  in  the  Indian  country;  whilst  cap- 
tains Baker  and  Butler,  with  the  regular  forces  lately 
enlisted,  advanced  from  Nashville  to  Mobile,  where  »they 
arrived  in  fourteen  days.  By  proper  exertions,  every 
thing  was  presently  in  complete  readiness;  and  the 
troops  collected  for  the  campaign,  in  high  spirits,  set  out 
for  the  point  to  which  danger,  duty,  and  their  country 
called  them. 
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Colonel  JVicholls  arrives  at  Pensacola,  and  issues  a  prodama- 
■  tion  to  the  southern  inhabitants. — Attack  on  Fort  Bowijer, 
and  loss  of  the  Hermes. — Jackson  determines  to  reduce  Pen- 
sacola. — Demands  of  the  governor  an  explanation  of  his 
conduct:  his  answer. — Enters  and  takes  possession  of  Pen- 
sacola. —  Conduct  and  perfidy  of  the  governor. — Destruc- 
tion, by  the  British,  of  Barrancas  Fort. — Our  troops  return 
to  Mobile. — Expedition  against  the  Indians. — General  Win- 
chester arrives,  and  Jackson  proceeds  to  take  command  of 
JVew  Orleans. 

Whether  a  force  were  thus  concentrating  to  act  de- 
fensively against  an  invading  enemy,  or  were  intended  to 
attack  and  reduce  the  rallying  point  of  the  Indians  and 
British  in  the  Spanish  territory,  whence  they  had  it  in 
their  power  to  make  sudden  inroads  on  any  part  of  our 
coast,  as  yet  all  was  conjecture.  It  was  a  trait  in  Jack- 
son's character,  to  lock  closely  in  his  bosom  all  his  deter- 
minations :  it  was  only  to  a  few,  on  whom  he  reposed 
with  unlimited  confidence,  that  the  least  intimation  was 
at  any  time  given  of  his  intentions.  The  idea  could 
scarcely  be  entertained,  that  at  this  time  any  hostility 
was  meditated  against  Pensacola.  The  frequent  applica- 
tions he  had  made  to  the  war  department,  to  be  indulged 
in  the  execution  of  this  purpose,  without  having  obtained 
any  directions  or  permission  to  do  so,  had  placed  a  veto 
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on  the  project,  unless  he  should  venture  to  assume  and 
risk  it  on  his  own  responsibility. 

It  was  impossible  he  should  remain  long  in  doubt,  as 
to  the  course  best  calculated  to  assure  defence,  or  to  the 
ulterior  objects  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Nicholls,  with 
a  small  squadron  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships,  had  ar- 
rived the  latter  part  of  August,  and  taken  up  his  head 
quarters  with  governor  Manrequez.  He  was  an  Irish- 
man, sent  in  advance  by  his  royal  master  to  sow  dissen- 
tions  among  our  people,  and  to  draw  around  his  standard 
the  malcontents  and  traitors  of  the  country.  His  pro- 
clamation, issued  to  the  western  and  southern  inhabi- 
tants, full  of  well  turned  periods,  false  statements,  and 
high  sounding  promises,  it  was  hoped  would  lead  them 
to  a  belief,  that  the  government  under  which  thej 
lived  was  forging  for  them  chains;  that,  not  to  redress- 
any  injuries  of  its  own,  but  through  the  mere  dictum  of 
the  French  emperor,  it  had  declared  war  against  a 
power,  the  freest,  the  happiest,  the  most  moral  and  re- 
ligious on  earth.  He  stated,  that  he  was  at  the  head  of 
a  force  amply  sufficient  to  reinstate  them  in  those  iiber- 
iies  and  enjoyments  of  which  they  had  been  bereaved, 
by  the  designs  of  "  a  contemptible  few."  That  such  as 
were  disposed  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
countrymen,  might  nat  quietly  rest,  doubting  of  the  as- 
surances proffered  them,  he  concluded  by  tendering,  as 
security  for  all  he  had  said  and  promised,  "  the  sacred 
honour  of  a  British  officer."*  Perhaps  he  could  have 
vouchsafed  nothing  that  the  American  people  would  not 

*  See  note  A,  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  where  will  be  found  this 
most  extraordinary  production  of  a  British  officer  who  acted,  dq 
doubt,  under  instructions  received  from  bis  goveinnjent- 
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have  sooner  relied  on:  it  was  a  pledge  in  which  past  ex- 
perience told  them  they  could  not  safely  confide.  To 
them  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  a  country  from 
which  they  had  learned  all  they  had  ever  known  or  felt 
of  oppression,  should  come  to  make  them  freer  than  they 
were ;  or  that,  groaning  themselves  under  a  load  of  taxes, 
from  which  there  was  scarcely  a  hope  of  being  ever  re- 
lieved, that  they  should  come,  with  such  apparent  com- 
passion and  great  benevolence,  to  take  away  the  bur- 
dens of  those  whom  they  despised,  and  on  whom,  for 
forty  years,  they  had  heaped  nothing  but  contumely  and 
reproach.  Where  it  was  that  this  agent  of  Britain 
learned,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  com- 
plained of  burdens,  heavily  and  unjustly  imposed,  we 
know  not ;  satisfied,  however,  are  we,  that  it  was  a  mur- 
mur never  breathed  by  the  people  at  large.  They  had 
encountered  privations,  and  borne  the  "  brunt  of  war;" 
yet  felt  no  solicitude  that  it  should  cease,  until  the  as- 
sailed honour  and  independence  of  their  country  should 
be  secured  on  a  basis  firmer  than  before. 

He  had  waited  about  two  weeks,  that  his  proclama- 
tion might  take  effectual  hold,  and  prepare  the  inhabi- 
tants to  open  their  bosoms  to  receive  him,  when  this  de- 
livering hero,  aided  by  his  Indian  and  Spanish  allies,  set 
out,  to  ascertain  the  effect  it  had  wrought.  His  first 
visit  was  to  Fort  Bowyer,  situated  on  the  extreme  end 
of  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  about  eighteen  miles  below  the 
head  of  Mobile  bay,  and  which  commanded  the  entrance. 
With  the  loss  of  one  of  his  ships,  and  an  eye,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  learn  that  he  had  been  addressing  an  in- 
corrigible race,  who  could  be  neither  duped,  flattered, 
nor  forced  into  submission. 

16* 
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Fort  Bowyer  had  been  heretofore  abandoned;  and, 
until  the  arrival  of  general  Jackson  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  was,  indeed,  ill  calculated  for  serious  resistance. 
On  perceiving  its  importance,  he  immediately  caused  it 
to  be  placed  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence.  So 
effectual  was  its  situation  in  a  military  point  of  view,  as 
commanding  the  passes  of  those  rivers  which  discharged 
themselves  iato  the  bay,  and  which  opened  directly  to 
the  Indian  country,  that  it  was  with  him  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise it  had  not  been  more  regarded  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  even  better  attended  to  by  our  enemies. 

Major  Lawrence  had  the  honour  to  command  this  spot, 
the  gallant  defence  of  which  has  given  it  celebrity,  and 
raised  him  to  an  elevated  stand  in  the  estimation  of  his 
country.  That,  at  Pensacola,  plans  of  operation  were  di- 
gesting, which  had  for  their  object  an  invasion  of  our 
coast  somewhere,  was  a  fact  to  which  Lawrence  was  not 
a  stranger.  A  disposition  to  have  bis  little  fort  in  such  a 
state  of  readiness,  as  would  place  it  in  his  power,  should 
that  be  their  object,  to  make  a  successful  and  brave  de- 
fence, had  prompted  him  to  the  most  vigourous  exertions. 
His  whole  strength  was  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  men. 
By  this  Spartan  band  was  evinced  a  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  an  unshaken  resolution,  which  left  their  brave 
commander  no  room  to  apprehend  dishonour  to  his  flag, 
even  should  defeat  result. 

The  12th  of  September  determined  all  doubt  of  the 
object  which  the  British  had  in  view.  The  sentinels 
brought  intelligence  that  a  considerable  force,  consisting 
of  Indians,  marines,  and  Spaniards,  had  landed;  and  the 
same  day  two  brigs  and  sloops  hove  in  sight  of  the  fort, 
and  anchored  not  far  distant. 
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The  next  day  a  demonstration  was  made  by  those 
who  had  been  landed, to  bring  on  the  attack;  but  a  fire 
from  the  fort  forced  them  from  their  position,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retire  about  two  miles,— whence,  attempt- 
ing to  throw  up  fortifications,  they  were  again  made  to 
retreat. 

For  a  few  days  nothing  definitive  took  place.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  signals  passing  from  the 
ships  to  the  shore,  led  Lawrence  to  believe  an  assault 
was  intended,  and  would  shortly  be  made.  At  half  past 
four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  every  thing  being  ar- 
ranged, the  Hermes,  in  the  van,  commanded  by  Sir  W. 
H.  Percy,  and  the  other  vessels  close  in  the  rear,  an- 
chored within  musket  shot  fire  of  the  fort.  From  her 
near  position,  supported  by  the  Caron,  and  brigs  Sophia 
and  Anaconda,  mounting  in. all  ninety  guns,  she  opened 
a  broadside.  Colonel  Nicholls  and  captain  Woodbine, 
at  the  head  of  their  detachment,  commenced  a  simulta- 
neous attack  by  land,  with  a  twelve  pound  howitzer,  at 
point  blank  distance ;  but,  from  their  sand  bank  fortifica- 
tions they  were  so  quickly  driven,  as  to  be  unable  to  pro- 
duce the  slightest  injury. 

The  action  raged  with  considerable  violence.  From 
the  fort  and  ships  was  pouring  a  continual  fire.  The 
Hermes  having  at  length  received  a  shot  through  her 
cable,  was  driven  from  her  anchorage,  and  floated 
with  the  stream.  In  this  situation  she  was  thrown  into  a 
position,  where  for  twenty  minutes  she  received  a  severe- 
ly raking  fire,  which  did  her  considerable  damage.  In 
her  disabled  condition  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  con- 
troul  her, — whence,  drifting  with  the  current,  she  ran 
upon  a  sand  bank  about  seven  hundred  yards  distant, 
where,  uatil  late  at  night,  she  remained  exposed  to  the 
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guns  of  the  fort.  Her  commander,  finding  it  impractical 
ble  to  be  relieved,  set  her  on  fire,  and  abandoned  her. 
She  continued  burning  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  she 
blew  up.  The  Caron,  next  in  advance  to  the  Hermes, 
was  considerably  injured,  and  with  difficulty  went  out 
to  sea. 

It  is  worthy  of  riemark,  to  show  the  diflference  in  battle, 
between  the  two  combatants,  to  mark  the  conduct  of 
British  and  American  officers,  under  circumstances  pre- 
cisely similar.  Whilst  the  battle  raged,  the  flag  of  the 
van  ship  was  carried  away,  and  at  this  moment  she  had 
ceased  to  fire.  What  had  caused  its  disappearance, 
none  could  tell :  no  other  opinion  was,  or  could  witlv 
propriety  be  entertained,  than  that  it  had  been  hauled 
down,  with  a  view  to  yield  the  contest,  and  surrender. 
Influenced  by  this  belief,  Lawrence,  with  a  generosity 
characteristic  of  our  officers,  immediately  desisted  from 
further  firing.  The  appearance  of  a  new  flag,  and  a 
broadside  from  the  ship  next  the  Hermes,  was  the  first 
intelligence  received  that  such  was  not  the  fact ;  and  the 
contest  again  raged  with  renewed  violence.  It  was 
but  a  few  minutes,  however,  before  the  flag  staff  of  the 
fort  was  also  carried  away:  but  so  far  from  pursuing  the 
same  generous  course  that  had  just  been  witnessed,_the 
zeal  of  the  enemy  was  increased,  and  the  assault  more 
furiously  urged.  At  this  moment,  Nicholls  and  Wood- 
bine, at  the  head  of  their  embattled  train,  perceiving 
what  had  happened,  that  our  "star-spangled  banner"  had 
sunk,  at  once  presuming  all  danger  to  have  subsided, 
made  a  most  courageous  sally  from  their  strong  hold ;  and, 
pushing  towards  their  vanquished  foes,  were  already  cal- 
culating on  a  rich  harvest  of  blood  and  plunder:  but  a 
well-directed  fire  checked  the  progress,  dissipated  their 
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expectations,  and  drove  them  back,  with  a  rapidity  even 
surpassing  the  celerity  of  their  advance. 

Taking  into  consideration,  the  inequahly  of  force  em- 
ployed on  opposite  sides  of  this  contest,  it  will  appear  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  the  attack  should  have  termina- 
ted in  the  way  it  did ; — that  it  was  not  attended  with 
success  to  our  enemy.  This  circumstance  would  be  a 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  bravery  and  correct  conduct 
of  its  gallant  defenders,  were  there  a  total  absence  of 
all  other  facts ;  but  their  belief,  that  the  best  way  to 
avoid  disaster  was  to  be  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  meet 
it,  and  a  constant  assiduity,  which  urged  them  forward, 
day  and  night,  that  they  might  be  in  a  situation  calcula* 
ted  for  successful  defence,  are  facts  remembered,  and  en- 
title them  to  the  highest  commendation.  From  the  bay, 
the  attack  was  waged  with' a  force  of  six  hundred  men, 
and  ninety  guns,  of  larger  caliber  than  any  opposed  to 
them ;  whilst  upwards  of  four  hundred  Indians  and  other 
troops  were  on  the  shore,  in  rear  of  the  fort.  Lawrence's 
strength  was  scarcely  a  tenth  of  the  enemy's.  His  ,/orti, 
hastily  prepared  for  defence,  and  not  more  than  twenty 
guns,  was  ill  calculated  for  stubborn  resistance ;  most  of 
these  were  of  small  caliber,  whilst  many,  from  being 
badly  mounted,  were  capable  of  rendering  no  essential 
service  in  the  action:  yet,  with  this  great  inequality,  he 
well  maintained  the  honour  of  his  flag,  and  compelled 
the  enemy,  resting  in  full  contidence  of  success,  to  retire, 
with  the  loss  of  their  best  ship,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men  killed  and  wounded;  whilst  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  Americans  did  not  exceed  ten. 

Very  different  were  the  feelings  of  the  leaders  of  this 
expedition,  from  what  had  been  entertained  on  setting 
out  from  Pensacola,  where  every  thing  had  been  pre- 
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pared  for  giving  success  to  their  plans,  and  where  scarce- 
ly a  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  result.  Numerous 
benefits  were  expected  to  arise  from  a  victory,  not  in 
expectancy,  but  already  looked  to  as  certain — as  an 
event  that  could  not  fail.  From  it,  greater  facility  would 
be  given  to  their  operations;  while  Mobile,  it  was  ex- 
pected, would  fall,  of  course.  This  being  effected,  in- 
dependent of  the  strong  hold  already  possessed  in  Flori- 
da, an  additional  advantage  would  be  acquired,  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  all  intercourse  with  New  Orleans,  from 
this  section  of  the  country,  enable  them  more  easily  to 
procure  supplies,  and,  having  obtained  their  expected 
reinforcements,  piloted  and  aided  by  the  Indians,  to  pro" 
ceed  across  to  the  Mississippi,  and  cut  off  ail  communi- 
cation with  the  western  states.  To  render  the  blow 
effectual,  was  important;  that,  by  impressing  at  once  the 
inhabitants  with  an  idea  of  their  strength  and  prowess, 
the  proclamations  already  disseminated  miglit  claim  a 
stronger  influence  on  doubting  minds.  The  force  em- 
ployed, and  its  disposition,  was  calculated  to  attain  these 
wished  for  results.  While  the  attack  should  be  furiously 
waged  by  the  ships  from  the  bay,  and  the  forces  on  the 
shore,  the  yells  of  three  or  four  hundred  savages  in  the 
rear,  it  was  calculated  would  strike  the  defenders  of  this 
fort  with  such  panic,  as  to  make  them,  at  the  first  onset, 
throw  down  their  arms  and  clamour  for  mercy.  This  belief 
was  so  sanguinely  indulged,  that  obstinate  resistance  had 
never  been  thought  of.  Different  was  the  reality — in- 
stead of  triumph,  they  had  met  defeat.  The  only  badges 
of  victory  they  could  present  their  friends,  with  whom, 
but  a  few  days  before,  with  flattering  promises  they  had 
parted,  were  shattered  hulks,  that  could  scarcely  keep 
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above  the  water,  and  decks  covered  with  the  dead  and 
wounded. 

Tlie  three  vessels  that  retired  from  the  contest  were 
considerably  injured,  and  with  difficulty  proceeded  to 
sea,  leaving  Nicholls  and  Woodbine,  with  their  friends 
and  allies,  on  the  shore,  to  make  good  their  retreat,  as 
danger  and  discretion  should  permit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  Jackson,  fearing,  from 
every  thing  he  had  learned,  that  an  attack  would  be 
made,  had  set  out  in  a  boat  from  Mobile,  to  visit  Fort 
Bowyer,  examine  its  situation,  and  have  such  arrange- 
ments made  as  would  add  to  its  strength,  and  obtain 
that  security  which  its  re-establishment  had  been  de- 
signed to  effect.  He  had  proceeded  down  the  bay,  and 
arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place,  when  he  met  an 
express  from  Lawrence,  bringing  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
my's arrival,  and  requesting  that  assistance  might  be 
immediately  sent  to  his  relief.  The  general  hastened 
back,  and  reaching  Mobile  late  at  night,  despatched  a 
brig,  with  eighty  men,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Laval.  Not  being  able  to  reach  his  point  of  destination 
u;>til  the  next  day,  and  finding  every  place  of  entrance 
blocked  up  by  the  besiegers,  he  ran  his  brig  to  the  land, 
determi.ied  to  remain  there  un'Jl  night,  when,  under 
cover  of  its  darkress,  he  hoped  to  succeed  in  throwing 
into  the  fort  himself  and  the  reinforcement  under  his 
command.  Tne  battle,  however,  having  in  the  mean 
time  commenced,  presented  new  difficulties,  and  re- 
strained the  execution  of  his  purpose,  unless  he  should 
venture  to  encouriler  greater  hazard  than  prudence 
seemed  to  sarctio'i.  The  Hermes,  on  being  driven  from 
her  anchorage,  had,  at  the  time  of  her  explosion,  floated 
And  grounded  in  a  direction,  which,  from  the  positior? 
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she  occupied,  placed  her  immediately  in  rear  of  the  fori. 
This  circumstance  well  accounted  for  the  mistake  with 
which  he  was  impressed,  and  led  captain  Laval  to  sup- 
pose that  his  brave  countrymen  had  all  perished.  Be- 
lieving they  would  now  attempt  to  carry  his  vessel,  he 
set  sail  for  Mobile,  and  reported  to  the  commanding  ge- 
neral the  destruction  and  loss  that  had  happened.  Jack- 
son declared  it  was  impossible ;  that  he  had  heard  the 
explosion,  and  was  convinced  it  was  on  the  water,  and 
not  on  the  shore.  Perhaps  his  great  anxiety,  more  than 
any  reality,  had  constituted  this  refined  and  essential 
difference  in  sound.  If,  however,  the  disaster  commu- 
nicated  were  as  it  was  reported,  his  own  situation  being 
thereby  rendered  precarious,  something  was  necessary 
to  be  done  to  repair  the  loss,  and  regain  a  place,  for 
many  reasons  too  important  to  be  yielded.  His  princi- 
pal fears  were,  lest  the  strength  of  the  enemy  should  be 
greatly  increased,  before  his  expected  reinforcements 
could  arrive,  who  would  be  thereby  enabled  to  extend 
his  inroads,  and  paralyze  the  zeal  of  the  country.  It 
was  not  a  time  for  much  deliberation  as  to  the  course 
most  advisable  to  be  pursued.  He  determined  at  all 
hazards  to  retake  the  fort;  and  to  that  end  a  general  or- 
der was  issued  for  the  departure  of  the  troops.  Every 
thing  was  nearly  in  readiness,  when  a  despatch  arrived 
from  Lawrsnce,  proclaiming  the  pleasing  intelligence, 
that  all  was  safe,  and  that  the  enemy,  beaten  and  van- 
quished, had  retired. 

The  conduct  displayed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
this  garrison,  is  worthy  to  be  remembered.  With  troops 
wholly  undisciphned,  and  against  an  enemy  ten  times 
more  numerous  than  themselves,  so  coolly  and  fearlessly 
"Contending,  is  a  circumstance  so  flattering,  that  we  can. 
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liot  wish  ouv  country  better,  than  that  the  future  defen- 
ders of  her  honour  and  violated  rights  may  be  as  sen- 
sibly alive  to  their  duty,  and  act  with  a  like  determined 
bravery. 

The  British  had  now  retired  to  Pensacola,  to  dispose 
of  their  wounded,  refit  their  vessels,  and  be  ready,  a?  soon 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  to  make  perhaps,  another 
descent,  on  some  less  guarded  point.  So  long  as  this,  their 
only  place  of  refuge  and  retreat  on  the  southern  coast, 
was  left  in  their  possession,  it  was  impossible  to  calculate 
on  the  consequences  that  might  arise.  The  command- 
ing general  entertained  a  suspicion  that  this  was  merely 
a  feint,  and  that  the  object  of  their  wishes  and  designs, 
so  soon  as  a  sufficient  force  should  arrive,  would  be 
New  Orleans.  At  this  place  he  believed  his  presence 
most  material,  to  ascertain  and  guard  the  important 
passes  to  the  city,  and  to  concert  some  system  and  plan 
of  general  defence.  His  feelings,  however,  would  not 
permit  him  to  depart,  and  leave  the  settlements  on  the 
Mobile  open  to  an  attack  from  forces  immediately  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  might  reduce  them,  and  thereby 
gain  a  position  whence  they  might  obtain  supplies,  and 
be  placed  nearer  the  ultimate  point  against  which, 
most  probably,  their  views  were  intended  to  be  directed. 
His  regret  was  indeed  great,  that  time  after  time,  with- 
out the  least  success,  he  had  urged  and  entreated  his 
government  for  permission  to  take  possession  of  a  place 
where  so  many  dangers  threatened,  and  where  every  as- 
sistance and  encouragement  was  afforded  the  British; 
and  that  regret  was  increased,  now,  when  he  saw  the 
very  evils  engendering  and  springing  into  existence,  to 
which  he  had  so  often  endeavoured  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion, and  which  were  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  the 
17 
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whole  lower  country.  To  him  the  defence  of  this  dis- 
trict had  been  entrusted:  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
render  a  just  account  of  his  stewardship,  and  zealously 
to  support  his  well-earned  reputation.  Unless  Pensacola 
were  reduced,  it  was  vain  to  think  of  defending  the 
country:  it  would  be  involved  in  ruin, — himself  in  dis- 
grace. Anxiously  concerned  for  the  general  good,  he 
could  discern  no  channel  through  which  safety  was  to  be 
effected,  than  by  hazarding,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
the  reduction  of  the  place,-^a  rendezvous  for  the  enemy. 
Jackson  and  his  government  had  ever  viewed  this 
subject  in  very  different  lights:  they  were  not  willing  to 
iisk  any  act  which  might  involve  the  possibility  of  a  con- 
test with  Spain,  for  the  sake  of  removing  what  they  con- 
sidered an  unimportant  grievance:  he  thought  it  of  more 
serious  import,  and  did  not  believe  it  could  afford  even 
H  pretext  for  rupture  between  the  two  nations.  If  Spain, 
through  her  agents,  gave  assistance  and  aid  to  our  enemy, 
or  permitted  and  encouraged  a  porter  with  whom  she 
was  at  peace  to  be  thus  harrassed  and  annoyed,  she 
deserved  to  be  placed  herself  on  the  list  of  enemies,  and 
treated  accoi-dingly.  If,  however,  Great  Britain,  taking 
advantage  of  the  defenceless  state  of  her  province, 
claimed  to  have  free  egress,  in  exclusion  of  her  authority, 
she  could  have  no  well  founded  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  injured  power,  which  should  claim  to  hold  it,  until 
^uch  time  as,  by  bringing  a  sufficient  force,  she  might  be 
in  a  situation  to  support  her  neutrality,  and  enforce  obe- 
dience to  her  laws.  Upon  either  ground,  he  believed 
it  might  be  sufiicientlj  justified.  There  was  one,  how- 
ever, on  which  it  could  be  placed,  where  he  well  knew 
nothing  could  result,  beyond  his  own  injury;  and  on  this 
Issue  he  was  willing  to  trust  it.     If  any  complaint,  shouli 
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be  made,  his  government,  having  never  extended  to  him 
any  authority,  might,  with  propriety,  disavow  the  act; 
and,  by  exposing  him  to  censure  and  punishment,  would 
offer  an  atonement  for  the  outrage,  and  Spain,  in  justice, 
could  demand  no  more.  The  attack  on  Mobile  point  was  a 
confirmation  of  his  previous  conjectures  as  to  the  views 
of  the  enemy;  and  from  that  moment  he  determined  to 
advance  against  and  reduce  Pensacola,  throw  a  sufficient 
force  in  the  Barrancas,  hold  them  until  the  principles  of 
right  and  neutrahty  were  better  respected,  and  rest  the 
measure  on  his  own  responsibility.  Believing  this  the 
only  course  calculated  to  assure  ultimate  security,  he 
decided  with  firmness,  and  resolved  to  execute  his  inten- 
tions so  soon  as  general  Coffee  should  arrive,  with  the 
volunteers,  from  Tennessee. 

It  was  now  rumoured,  and  generally  accredited,  that 
a  very  considerable  force  would  shortly  sail  from  Eng- 
land, destined  to  act  against  some  part  of  the  United 
States;  where,  none  knew,  or  could  tell:  rumour  and 
public  opinion  fixed  its  destination  for  New  Orleans. — 
The  importance  of  this  place  was  well  Icnown  to  our  ene- 
my ;  it  was  the  key  to  the  entire  commerce  of  the  wes- 
tern countrj.  Had  a  descent  been  made  on  it  a  few 
months  before,  it  might  have  been  taken  with  all  imagi- 
nable ease;  but  the  Biitish  had  confidently  indulged  the 
belief,  that  they  could  possess  it  at  any  time,  without 
much  difficulty.  England  and  France  having  ended 
their  long-pending  controversy,  it  was  presumed  that  the 
French  people  of  Louisiar.a,  sensibly  alive  to  the  great 
benefits  the  English  had  conferred  upon  their  native 
country — benefits  that  prostrated  her  liberty.-and  which 
have  sunk  her,  perhaps,  in  eternal  slavery,  wouJd;  on 
their  first  appearance,  hail  their  deliverers,  and  at  once 
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become  their  vassals.  Independent  of  this,  they  imagined 
the  black  population  would  afford  them  the  means  of  ex- 
citing insurrection  and  massacre,  and  deluging  the  coun- 
try in  blood.  Whether  a  resort  to  this  kind  of  warfare, 
which  involves  the  deepest  wretchedness,  and  equally 
exposes  to  ruin  the  innocent  as  the  guilty,  the  female  as 
the  soldier,  should  be  sanctioned  by  a  nation  professing 
a  high  sense  of  moral  feeling ;  or  whether  a  nation  that 
adopts  such  a  system  merits  countenance  from  a  civi- 
lized world,  are  questions  on  which  we  should  not  fear 
the  decision  even  of  an  Englishman,  could  he  but  divest 
himself  of  that  animosity  and  hatred,  which,  from  infan- 
cy, he  learns  to  entertain  for  the  Americans.  To  this, 
and  many  other  acts  equally  in  violation  of  the  rules 
that  should  govern  honourable  warfare,  may  be  traced 
the  cause  of  those  deep-rooted  inveteracies  in  the  breasts 
of  our  citizens,  towards  those  of  England,  which  time, 
•and  a  different  course  of  conduct,  can  alone  remove. 
Why  such  hostility  has  been  practised  towards  us.it  is  dif- 
ficult to  determine;  unless  the  crime  of  the  revolution,  if 
it  were  one,  to  rise  in  opposition  to  the  oppression  and 
despotism  under  which  we  then  groaned,  has  disposed 
them  to  visit  the  sins  of  the  father  upon  the  child,  with  a 
determination  they  shall  never  be  forgiven  or  forgotten. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  United  States  have  received  a 
greater  number  of  insults  and  injuries  from  this  power, 
than  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  together;  the 
lioary  locks  of  a  father,  torn  off  by  the  merciless  hidian, — 
the  innocent,  helpless  female,  bleeding  by  savage  tor- 
ture,— and  the  unoffending  babe,  dragged  from  the  beat- 
ing bosom  of  its  mother,  and  butchered  in  her  sight,  are 
•ruelties  that  can  be  traced  to  British  influence;  yet 
these  people  and  ourselves  are  descended  from  the  same 
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fathers— speak  the  same  language — are  governed  by  the  * 
same  laws — and  are  similar  in  manners  and  customs. 
But  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  national  feeling,  belongs 
not  to  the  historian ;  it  is  his  duty  only  to  detail  facts. 
The  war  is  over;  peace  is  restored;  and  the  two  na- 
tions, and  their  citizens,  by  a  mutual  respect  and  for- 
bearance towards  each  other,  should  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote that  friendship  and  intercourse,  which  it  is  evi- 
dently the  interest  of  both  to  preserve,  and  which,  we 
hope  may  be  lasting. 

The  expected  reinforcements  were  now  announced. 
General  Coffee,  with  his  brigade,  had  arrived  and  halted 
at  the  cut  off",  not  far  from  fort  St.  Stephens,  on  the  Mo- 
bile river.  In  addition  to  the  force  with  which  he  com- 
menced his  march,  he  had  been  strengthened  by  the  ar- 
rival of  others,  who  had  followed  and  overtaken  him  at- 
this  place ;  so  that  his  whole  number  was  now  about 
twenty-eight  hundred.  To  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  an  immediate  march,  general  Jackson,  on  the 
26th  day  of  October,  repaii'ed  to  Coffee's  camp.  A  de- 
pendence on  himself  to  further  the  objects  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  cause  of  the  country,  had  been  his  constant 
lot  from  the  commencement  of  his  military  career;  afid 
a  similar  resort,  or  failure  to  the  enterprise,  was  now  to 
be  assayed.  Money  was  wanted — the  quarter-masters 
were  destitute  of  funds,  and  the  government  credit  was 
insufficient  to  procure  the  necessary  means  to  change 
the  position  of  an  army:  thus  situated,  with  his  own 
limited  funds,  and  loans  effected  on  his  credit  and  re- 
sponsibility, he  succeeded  in  carrying  his  plans  into  ef- 
fect,  and  in  hastening  his  army  to  the  place  of  its  des- 
tination. 

17* 
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The  difficulty  of  subsisting  cavalry  on  the  route,  ren- 
dered  it  necessary  that  part  of  the  brigade  should  pro- 
ceed on  foot.  Although  they  had  volunteered  in  the 
service  as  mounted  men,  and  expected  that  no  different 
disposition  would  be  made  of  them,  yet  they  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  the  order;  and  one  thousand,  abandoning 
their  horses  to  subsist  as  they  could  on  the  reeds  that 
grew  along  the  river  bottoms,  prepared  to  commence 
the  march.  Being  supplied  with  rations  for  the  trip,  on 
the  2d  day  of  November  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up, 
and  Pensacola  was  reached  on  the  6th.  The  British 
and  Spaniards  had  obtained  intelligence  of  their  ap- 
proach and  intended  attack;  and  every  thing  was  in 
readiness  to  dispute  their  passage  to  the  town.  The 
forts  were  garrisoned,  and  prepared  for  resistance;  bat- 
teries formed  in  the  principal  streets;  and  the  British 
vessels  moored  within  the  bay,  and  so  disposed  as  to 
command  the  main  entrances  which  led  into  Pensacola. 

The  American  army,  consisting  of  the  greater  part  of 
Coffee's  brigade,  the  regulars,  and  a  few  Indians,  in  all 
about  three  thousand  men,  had  arrived  within  a  mile 
•and  a  half  of  this  rallying  point  for  our  enemies,  and 
/ormed  their  encampment.  Before  any  final  step  was 
taken,  the  general  concluded  to  make  a  further  appli- 
cation to  the  governor,  and  to  learn  of  him  what  course 
at  the  present  moment  he  would  make  it  necessary  for 
him  to  pursue.  To  take  possession  of  Pensacola, 
and  dislodge  the  British,  was  indispensable :  to  do  it  un- 
der such  circumstances,  however,  as  should  impress  the 
minds  of  the  Spaniards  with  a  conviction,  that  the  inva- 
sion of  their  territory  was  a  measure  resorted  to  from 
necessity,  not  choice,  and  from  no  disposition  to  infringe 
or  violate  their  neutral  rights,  was  believed  to  be  essen- 
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tial.  It  was  rendered  the  more  so,  on  the  part  of  Jack- 
son, because  a  measure  of  his  own  and  not  sanctioned  or 
directed  by  his  government.  Previously,  therefore,  to 
having  recourse  to  any  act  of  open  war,  he  determined 
once  more  to  try  the  effect  of  negotiation,  that  he  might 
ascertain  certainly  and  correctly  how  far  the  governor 
felt  disposed  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  between 
the  two  governments. 

Major  Piere,  of  the  forty-fourth  regiment,  was  accoi«- 
dingly  despatched  with  a  flag,  to  disclose  the  objects  in- 
tended to  be  attained  by  the  visit,  and  to  require  that  the 
different  forts.  Barrancas,  St.  Rose,  and  St.  Michael, 
should  be  immediately  surrendered,  to  be  garrisoned 
and  held  by  the  United  States,  until  Spain,  by  furnish- 
ing a  sufficient  force,  might  be  able  to  protect  the  pro- 
vince and  preserve  unimpaired  her  neutral  character. — 
He  was  charged  by  the  general  with  a  candid  and  explicit 
statement  of  his  views,  and  instructed  to  require  of  the 
governor  a  decisive  and  positive  declaration  of  the  course 
he  intended  to  pursue. 

This  mission  experienced  no  very  favourable  result 
Major  Piere,  on  approaching  St.  Michael's,  was  fired  on 
and  compelled  to  return.  Whether  this  were  done  by 
the  Spaniards  themselves,  or  by  their  allies  and  friends 
who  were  sojourning  with  them,  was  not  a  material  in- 
quiry. The  Spanish  flag  was  displayed  on  the  fort,  and 
under  it  the  outrage  was  committed:  though  it  was  a 
fact  well  ascertained,  that  until  the  day  before  the  British 
flag  had  been  also  associated:  this,  on  the  arrival  of  Jack- 
son, had  been  removed,  and  the  colours  of  Spain  left, 
which  were  designed  to  afford  protection  to  our  enemies, 
and  a  pretext  for  every  injury.  This  conduct,  so  unex- 
pected and  unprovoked,  and  withal  so  directly  in  op-- 
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position  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  civilized  wait- 
fare,  might  have  well  determined  the  general  to  abstain 
from  further  foi'bearance,  and  to  proceed  immediately 
in  the  accomplishment  of  his  views:  but  a  consciousness, 
that  although  the  reduction  of  this  place  was  required 
by  circumstances  of  the  highest  necessity,  yet  fearing  it 
might  be  blazoned  around  to  his  prejudice,  and  particu- 
larly that  it  might  become  a  cause  of  national  difficulty, 
he  was  prompted  to  act  with  every  possible  deliberation 
and  caution.     A  sense  of  humanity,  too,  towards  these 
people,  who,  he  was  satisfied,  were  acting  not  from  any 
choice  or  discretion  of  their  own,  but  by  the  authority  of 
the  British,  induced  a  wish  that  the  objects  of  his  visit 
might  be  effected  without  any  material  injury  to  them. 
Determining,  therefore,  to  understand  the  governor  ful- 
ly, previously  to  proceeding  to  extremities,  he  again  des- 
patched a  letter  to  him,  not  by  any  of  his  officers,  for 
after  such  perfidy  he  was  unwilling,  and  felt  it  unsafe 
to  risk  them,  but  by  a  Spanish  corporal,  who  had  been 
taken  on  the  route  the  day  before.     By  him,  it  was  re- 
quired to  be  known,  why  the  former  application  which 
had  been  made,  instead  of  being  met  with  a  becoming 
spirit  of  conciliation,  liad  been  insulted.     In  answer,  he 
received  from  the  governor  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion 
lie  had  previously  entertained,  that  vi^hat  had  been  done 
was  not  properly  chargeable  on  him,  but  the  English; 
that  he  had  no  agency  in  the  transaction  of  which  he 
complained,  and  assured  him  of  his  perfect  willingness 
to  receive  any  overtures  he  might  be  pleased  to  make. — 
This  was  joyful  tidings;  and  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
meeting  the  offer.     If  negotiation  should  place  in  his 
hands  the  different  fortresses,  before  information  of  it 
could  be  had  by  the  British  shipping  lying  in  the.  bay, 
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the  outward  channel  would  be  effectually  stopped,  and 
the  means  of  their  escape  entirely  cut  off.  Major  Piere 
was  accordingly  sent  off",  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  to 
detail  to  the  governor  the  reasons  which  had  rendered 
the  present  descent  proper;  and  to  insist  on  the  condi- 
tions already  noticed,  as  alone  calculated  to  assure  safe- 
ty to  the  United  States,  and  give  protection  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  Florida.  He  was  particularly  instructed  to 
impress  on  his  consideration  the  most  friendly  sentiments, 
and  "to  assure  him  that  are-surrender  would  be  made  so 
soon  as  Spain,  by  the  arrival  of  a  sufficient  force,  could 
protect  her  territory  from  the  inroads  of  a  power  at  war 
with  the  United  States ;  and  which,  through  an  opening 
thus  afforded  to  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  Spain^ 
was  enabled,  and  had  already  done  her  considerable  in- 
jury. In  his  communication  to  the  governor,  he  remarks, 
^^I  come  not  as  the  enemy  of  Spain ;  not  to  make  war^ 
but  to  ask  for  peace ;  to  demand  security  for  my  country, 
and  that  respect  to  which  she  is  entitled  and  must  re- 
eeive.  My  force  is  sufficient,  and  my  determination  ta- 
ken, to  prevent  a  future  repetition  of  the  injuries  she 
has  received.  I  demand,  therefore,  the  possession  of  the 
Barrancas,  and  other  fortifications,  with  all  your  muni- 
tions of  war.  If  delivered  peaceably,  the  whole  will  be 
receipted  for  and  become  the  subject  of  future  arrange- 
ment by  our  respective  governments ;  while  the  property, 
laws,  and  religion  of  your  citizens  shall  be  respected. — 
But  if  takefi  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  let  the  blood  of  your 
subjects  be  upon  your  own  head.  I  will  not  hold  myself 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  my  enraged  soldiers.  One 
hour  is  given  you  for  deliberation,  when  your  determina- 
tion must  be  had.*' 

The  coun<?il  was  called^  and  the  propositions  made, 
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considered,  when  the  conclusion  v/as  taken  that  thej 
could  not  be  acceded  to.  As  soon  as  the  answer  was 
received,  showing  that  nothing  peaceably  could  be  ef- 
fected, Jackson  resolved  to  urge  his  army  forward;  and^ 
immediately  commencing  his  march,  proceeded  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  object,  determined  to  effect  it,  ia 
despite  of  danger,  and  of  consequences. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  army  was  in  mo- 
tion. To  foster  the  idea,  that  he  would  march  and  reach 
the  town  along  the  road,  on  which  he  was  encamped,  a 
detachment  of  five  hundred  men  was  sent  forward,  with 
orders  to  show  themselves  in  this  direction,  that  thet 
might  amuse  and  deceive  the  enemy ;  while,  urging  ra- 
pidly on,  with  the  strength  of  his  army,  he  was  gaining 
Pensacola  at  a  different  and  unexpected  point.  This 
stratagem  succeeded:  the  British,  looking  for  his  ap- 
pearance where  the  detachment  was  seen,  had  formed 
their  vessels  across  the  bay,  and  were  waiting  his  ap- 
proach, with  their  guns  properly  bearing;  nor  had  they 
an  intimation  to  the  contrary,  until  our  troops  were  des- 
cried upon  the  beach,  on  the  east  side,  where  they  wen; 
at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  annoyed  from  the  flotilla; 
and  whence,  pushing  forward,  they  were  presently  in 
the  streets,  and  under  cover  of  the  houses. 

One  company,  from  the  third  regiment  of  infantrj^, 
with  two  field  pieces,  formed  the  advance,  led  by  cap- 
tain Laval,  who  fell,  severely  wounded,  while,  at  the 
head  of  his  command,  he  was  charging  a  Spanish  batte- 
ry, formed  in  the  street.  The  left  column,  composed  of 
the  regular  troops,  the  third,  thirty-ninth,  and  forty- fourth 
regiments,  headed  by  majors  Woodruff  and  Piere,  formed 
the  left  next  the  bay.  The  dismounted  volunteers  pro- 
«eeded  down   the   street,  next  the  regulars:  Coffee's 
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brigade  next,  on  their  right:  the  Mississippi  dragoons, 
commanded  by  colonel  Hinds,  and  the  Choctaw  Indians 
by  major  Blue,  of  the  thirty-ninth,  advanced  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  all.  Captain  Laval's  party,  although  de- 
prived of  their  leader,  moved  forward,  and,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  took  possession  of  the  battery  in  their 
front.  So  quickly  was  this  effected,  that  the  Spaniards 
had  it  in  their  power  to  make  but  three  fires,  before  they 
were  forced  to  abandon  it.  From  behind  the  houses 
and  garden  fences,  were  constant  vollies  of  musketry  dis- 
charged, until  the  regulars  arriving,  met  the  Spaniards, 
and  drove  them  from  their  positions.  The  governor, 
panic  struck,  trembling  for  the  safety  of  his  city,  and 
remembering  the  declaration  of  the  general,  that,  if  driv- 
en to  extremes,  he  should  not  attempt  to  restrain,  or 
hold  himself  responsible  for  his  enraged  soldiers,  hasten- 
ed, bearing  a  flag  in  his  hand,  to  find  the  commander, 
and  seek  to  stay  the  carnage.  He  was  met  by  colonels 
¥/illiamson  and  Smith,  at  the  head  of  the  dismounted 
troops,  when,  v/ith  faultering  speech,  he  entreated  that 
mercy  might  be  extended,  and  promised  to  consent  to 
whatever  terms  might  be  demanded  of  him. 

General  Jackson  had  stopped  for  a  moment  at  the 
place  where  Laval  had  fallen,  and  was  at  this  time  in 
the  rear.  Receiving  information  that  an  offer  had  been 
made  by  the  governor,  to  comply  with  every  demand 
heretofore  made  on  him,  he  hastened  to  the  intendant 
house,  and  obtained  a  confirmation  of  what  had  previ- 
ously been  communicated  to  him,  that  the  town,  arsenals, 
and  munitions  of  war,  and  in  fact  whatever  was  required, 
should  immediately  and  without  delay  be  surrendered. 

The  British  vessels  remained  in  the  bay;  with  the  aid 
of  their  boats,  by  which  a  nearer  and  more  commanding 
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situation  was  obtained,  they  contipued  to  fire  upon  our 
troops,as,  passing  along  the  principal  streets  and  avenues, 
they  could  get  them  in  the  range  of  their  guns. — 
Lieutenant  Call.perceiving  some  of  thei  r  boats  attempting 
to  occupy  a  more  advantageous  position,  advanced  to 
the  beach  with  a  single  piece  of  artillery,  where  sudden- 
ly unmasking  himself  from  a  hill,  exposed,  and  uncov- 
ered, he  commenced  a  brisk  and  well-aimed  fire,  which 
drove  them  back  to  a  respectful  distance. 

No  time  was  lost  by  general  Jackson  in  procuring 
what  was  considered  by  him,  of  vital  importance — the 
surrender  of  the  forts.  Although  greater  benefits  would 
have  been  derived,  had  the  success  of  negotiation  placed 
them  privately  in  his  hands,  without  its  being  previous- 
ly known  to  his  enemies,  yet  even  now  their  possession 
was  not  to  be  neglected.  Their  occupancy  was  neces- 
sary still  to  his  own  security — to  check  any  design  that 
might  be  in  agitation.  What  was  the  force  opposed  to 
him;  at  what  moment  reinforcements  might  appear  off 
Pensacola,  and  thereby  give  an  entire  change  to  things, 
as  they  at  present  existed,  were  matters  of  which  no  cer- 
tain idea  could  be  formed.  To  possess  the  Barrancas, 
which  lay  fourteen  miles  to  the  west,  was  a  considera- 
tion of  the  first  importance ;  still,  until  the  town  and  its 
fortresses  were  secured,  it  was  improper  to  withdraw 
the  army  to  so  great  a  distance. 

Notwithstanding  the  assurances  given  by  the  govern- 
or, that  all  differences  would  be  accommodated,  and  eve- 
ry thing  insisted  on  agreed  to.  Fort  St.  Michael  was  still 
withlield.  Captain  Dinkins  was  ordered  to  take  post 
on  Mount  St.  Bernard,  form  his  batteries,  and  reduce 
it.  He  was  in  a  situation  to  act,  when  the  commandant, 
colonel  Sotto,  ordered  his  flag  taken  down,  and  the  fort 
to  be  surrendered. 
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It  is  curious  to  observe  the  treachery  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  unpardonable  method  they  took  to  indulge 
their  rancour  and  spleen.  Previously  to  striking  his 
colours,  the  commandant  at  St.  Michael  had  asked  per- 
mission to  discharge  his  guns;  to  this  there  could  be  no 
objection,  and  the  indulgence  was  readily  extended ;  but, 
faithless  and  cowardly,  he  levelled  and  fired  his  pieces, 
charged  with  grape,  at  a  party  of  dragoons  and  Choc- 
taw Indians,  who  were  at  a  small  distance,  which  killed 
three  horses  and  wounded  two  men.  Such  unpardona- 
ble conduct,  independent  of  other  wrongs  and  injuries 
already  noticed,  might  have  justified  any  treatment;  the 
destruction  of  the  garrison  would  not  have  been  an  un- 
merited chastisement.  The  general  was  on  his  way  to 
Mount  St.  Bernard,  where  his  artillery  was  planted, 
when  he  received  intelligence' of  what  had  been  done. — 
He  determined  no  longer  to  confide  in  persons  so  faith- 
less, and  whose  only  object  seemed  to  deceive,  but  at 
once  to  make  the  sword  the  arbiter  between  them. — 
His  cannon  were  already  turned  towards  the  fort,  the 
resolution  taken  to  batter  it  down,  and  carry  it  by  storm, 
when  it  was  announced  by  the  officer  he  had  left  in  com- 
mand at  Pensacola,  that  the  capitulation  had  been 
agreed  on,  and  a  surrender  would  be  made  in  half  an 
hour.  Sensible  of  the  delicate  situation  in  which  he 
was  placed,  and  desirous  to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood, 
he  forbore  to  obey  that  impulse  their  unwarrantable 
conduct  had  so  justly  excited,  and  forthwith  despatched 
captain  Dinkins  to  insist  on  an  immediate  delivery ;  at 
the  same  time  giving  him  directions  to  carry  it  by  storm 
if  the  demand  was  not  instantly  complied  with. 

Difficulties  promised  thus  peaceably  to  terminate. — 
The  day  was  far  spent,  and  the  general  greatly  indispos- 
18 
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ed ;  until  the  next  morning,  therefore,  no  step  could  be 
taken  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Barrancas.  On  the 
credit  of  the  governor's  promises,  made  first  on  their 
entrance  into  the  town,  the  principal  part  of  the  army 
had  been  ordered  a  short  distance  out.  Understanding, 
at  St.  Bernard,  that  what  had  been  required  would  be 
done,  and  that  no  further  delay  would  be  met,  the  gen- 
eral had  set  out  to  the  encampment,  leaving  major  Piere 
behind,  with  a  sufficient  force  to  preserve  every  thing  in 
safety  and  quietness.  He  was  astonished  early  in  the 
morning,  to  learn  that  the  officer  despatched  to  St.  Mi- 
chael, the  preceding  evening,  had,  on  his  arrival,  been 
threatened  to  be  fired  on  by  colonel  Sotto:  possessions, 
however,  was  yielded,  on  being  made  to  understand, 
that  if  the  fort  were  not  delivered  instantly,  and  without 
further  parley,  it  would  be  carried  forcibly,  and  the  gar- 
rison put  to  the  sword.  A  capitulation  w^as  now 
agreed  on:  Pensacola, and  the  different  fortresses,  were 
to  be  retained,  until  Spain  could  better  maintain  her 
authority;  while  the  rights  and  privileges  of  her  citizens 
were  to  be  regarded  and  respected. 

Every  thing  was  in  readiness,  on  the  following  day, 
to  march  and  take  possession  of  Barrancas  fort.  The 
faithless  conduct  of  yesterday  had  determined  Jackson 
on  the  execution  of  his  plans;  nor  longer  to  confide  in 
Spaniards'  promises;  but  on  reaching  the  place  to  car- 
ry it  by  force,  if  it  were  not  immediately  surrendered. — 
Major  Piere  was  ordered  to  give  the  command  of  the 
city  to  colonel  Hayne,  and  report  himself  at  camp,  to 
accompany  him  on  the  march ;  previously,  however,  to 
retiring,  to  require  of  the  governor  to  execute  an  au- 
thority to  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  to  deliver  it;  and. 
in  the  event  he  would  not  comply  immediately,  to  ar- 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON.  207 

i-est  him,  and  every  public  officer,  and  hold  them  as  pris- 
oners. The  order  for  its  delivery  had  been  signed,  and 
the  line  of  march  ready  to  be  taken  up,  to  advance  and 
receive  it,— peaceably,  if  the  order  would  eifect  it— for- 
cibly, if  not — vrhen  a  tremendous  explosion  in  that  di- 
rection, followed  by  two  others,  in  quick  succession,  ex- 
cited the  apprehension  that  all  was  destroyed.  To  as- 
certain, certainly,  whence  the  noise  had  proceeded^ 
major  Gales,  a  volunteer  aid,  was  despatched,  with  two 
hundred  men,  to  reconnoitre  and  obtain  intelligence.-*— 
He  presently  returned,  and  confirmed  what  had  been 
previously  apprehended,  that  the  fort  was  blown  up,  and 
that  the  British  shipping  had  retired  from  the  bay. 

Although  the  repairing  this  place  might  be  produc- 
tive of  numerous  advantages,  as  keeping  the  enemy, 
during  the  expected  descent  x)n  the  lower  country,  from 
having  in  their  possession  a  point  where  they  might  pre- 
pare their  expeditions,  and  where,  in  despite  of  every 
vigilance  that  could  be  used,  they  might  obtain  ample 
supplies ;  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  act  was  unauthorized  by 
his  government,  Jackson  felt  himself  restrained  from  in- 
curring any  expense  for  the  re-establishment  of  what 
had  been  thus  treacherously  destroyed.  Though  disap- 
pointed in  the  object  he  had  principally  in  view,  he  ne- 
vertheless believed  that  some  of  the  benefits  intended 
and  expected  would  result.  This  strong  hold,  which 
had  so  long  given  protection  to  the  southern  hostile  sa- 
vages, and  where  they  had  been  excited  to  acts  of  war 
and  cruelty,  was  assailed,  and  the  Indians  taught  that 
even  here,  safety  was  not  to  be  found.  The  valour  and 
good  conduct  of  his  troops  had  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
the  Spaniards  a  respect  for  the  character  of  his  country, 
which,  hitherto,  they  had  not  entertained ;  and  the  Bri.t- 
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ish,  by  being  dislodged,  were  prevented  from  maturing 
and  settling  those  plans  which  were  to  give  elRcacy  to 
their  future  operations  against  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  Union:  but,  as  the  means  of  maintaining 
and  defending  it  were  destroyed,  it  was  unnecessary 
to  think  of  garrisoning  and  attempting  to  hold  it.  It  was 
accordingly  concluded  to  re-deliver  all  that  had  been 
surrendered,  and  retire  to  Fort  Montgomery.  Jack- 
son was  the  more  disposed  to  adopt  this  course  from  a  be- 
lief that  the  British,  who  had  sailed  out  of  the  bay,  would 
probably  make  their  way  to  Fort  Bowyer,  and,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  principfil  strength  of  the  army  being 
away,  seek  to  aim  a  blow  somewhere  on  the  Mobile. — 
An  express  was  immediately  hastened  to  colonel  Sparks, 
who  had  been  left  in  command  at  this  place,  announcing 
what  had  transpired,  suggesting  apprehengions  for  his 
safety,  and  notifying  him,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  to 
endeavour  to  parry  the  danger  until  the  regular  troops, 
who  would  be  urged  forward  with  every  industry,  should 
arrive  to  support  him. 

Two  days  after  entering  the  town,  he  abandoned  it. 
Previously  to  retiring,  he  wrote  to  governor  Manrequez, 
and,  after  stating  to  him  the  causes  which  had  induced 
him,  justifiably,  as  he  believed,  to  enter  his  territory,  he 
thus  concluded:  "As  the  Barrancas  and  the  adjacent 
fortresses  have  been  surrendered  to  and  blown  up  by 
the  British,  contrary  to  the  good  faith  I  had  reposed  in 
your  promises,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  protect  and  guard 
your  neutrality,  as  otherwise  I  should  have  done.  The 
enemy  has  retreated ;  the  hostile  Creeks  have  fled  for 
safety  to  the  forest;  and  I  now  retire  from  your  town, 
leaving  you  to  re-occupy  your  forts,  and  protect  the  rights 
of  your  citizens." 
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Much  is  due  not  only  to  the  calmness  and  intrepidity 
of  conduct  displayed  by  the  troops  in  their  advance  on 
the  town,  against  the  batteries  that  were  formed  in  the 
streets,  the  fort,  and  the  fleet  lying  in  the  bay,  biitmuch 
more  for  tlieir  orderly,  open  and  generous  conduct  to- 
wards a  people  who  had  wholly  outraged  every  princi- 
ple of  correct  conduct;  and  who,  even  at  the  moment 
when  the  sword  was  made  the  appeal,  and  the  blow  they 
merited  only  stayed  by  humanit}-,  were  still  pursuing  a 
course  of  faithlessness  and  treachery,  and  clearly  evincing 
a  disposition  to  aid  and  assist  our  enemies ;  yet,  under 
such  circumstances  which  certainly  would  have  war- 
ranted a  less  lenient  course  towards  them,  not  a  single 
irregularity  was  comrtfitted,  or  the  rights  of  individuals 
at  all  molested.  So  exemplary  was  the  deportment  of 
our  officers,  and  the  conduct'of  our  soldiers,  as  to  extort 
high  compliments  from  the  Spaniards,  and  to  induce  the 
declaration  that  our  Indians  had  behaved  with  more  de- 
cency and  propriety  than  their  friends,  with  whom  they 
had  just  parted.  When  we  remember,  what  is  undenia- 
bly the  fact,  that  the  British  had  been  always  well  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  who  had  rendered 
them  every  assistance  and  protection  in  their  power ;  and 
who,  from  their  disposition  to  aid  them,  had  even  brought 
difficulties  upon  themselves,  ingratitude  and  injustice 
may  be  well  charged  upon  them,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  these  friends,  who  had  been  so  well  regarded,  on 
retreating  from  Pensacola,  carried  off  three  or  four 
hundred  slaves,  not  their  own,  in  despite  of  the  remon- 
strances and  repeated  demands  of  the  owners  to  have 
them  restored. 

Our  loss  in  this  expedition  was  quite  inconsiderable. 
The  left  column  alone  met  resistance,  and  had  fifteen  or 
18* 
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twenty  wounded — none  killed.  It  appears,  indeed, 
strange,  that  three  heavy  pieces  of  artillery,  charged 
with  grape  and  canister,  and  three  times  fired  against  a 
column  advancing  through  a  narrow  street,  should  not 
have  effected  greater  injury.  Of  the  number  wounded, 
■was  lieutenant  Flournoy,  a  promising  young  man,  whoy 
having  gone  out  as  a  volunteer,  was,  on  account  of  his 
merit,  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy  in  the  forty- fourth  Uni- 
ted States'  regiment.  By  a  cannon  shot  he  lost  his  leg. 
Captain  Laval  being  too  dangerously  injured  to  be  re- 
moved, was  confided  by  the  general  to  the  clemency  of 
the  governor  of  Pensacola,  who  humanel}'  gave  him  that 
attention  his  situation  required. 

The  Indian  warriors,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Pensa- 
cola, finding  themselves  abandoned  by  the  British,  fled 
across  the  country,  and  sought  safety  on  the  Appalachi- 
cola:  many  were  afforded  shelter  on  board  the  shipping, 
from  which  they  were  shortly  afterwards  landed,  to  pro- 
secute the  war  after  their  own  manner,  and  in  their  own 
way.  Jackson  determined  they  should  have  no  rest,  or 
respite  from  danger,  so  long  as  a  warlike  attitude  was 
preserved.  Recent  events  had  shown  them,  that  nei- 
ther the  valour  of  their  allies,  nor  their  own  exertions, 
could  afiord  them  protection.  He  believed  it  an  auspi- 
cious moment  to  pursue  them  in  their  retreat ;  increase 
still  further  their  fears  and  apprehensions;  and  effectu- 
ally cut  up  that  misplaced  confidence,  which  had  already 
well  nigh  proved  their  ruin.  Understanding  that  those 
who  had  been  carried  off  from  Pensacola  had  been  land- 
ed on  the  Appalachicola,  and  a  depot  of  all  necessary 
supplies  there  established,  major  Blue,  of  the  thirty-ninth 
regiment,  was  sent  off,  on  the  16th,  at  the  head  of  a  thou- 
sand mounted  men,  with  orders  to  follow  and  attack 
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•rfiem,  and  destroy  any  of  their  villages  he  might  find  on 
his  route.  General  M'Intosh,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  then 
in  the  Creek  country,  was  apprised  of  the  destination, 
and  directed  to  co-operat6,  that  the  savages  might  be 
assailed  and  dispersed,  before  they  should  have  it  in 
their  power  to  attempt  hostilities  against  the  frontiers. 
Having  effected  this  object,  they  were  ordered  to  repaid 
to  Mobile  to  aid  in  its  defence,* 

Shortly  after  the  American  army  had  retired,  the 
Spaniards  commenced  rebuilding  forts  Barrancas  and 
St.  Rose,  which  they  had  lost  through  the  improper  in- 
terference of  their  friends.  Anxious  to  regain  that  con- 
fidence they  had  justly  forfeited,  the  British  offered  their 
services  to  assist  in  the  re-establishment.  This  offer  was 
refused,  and  an  answer  returned  by  the  governor,  that 
when  assistance  was  in  fact  needed,  he  would  make  ap- 
plication to  his  friend,  general  Jackson. 

There  was  nothing  now  so  much  desired  by  the  gene- 
ral, as  to  be  able  to  depart  for  New  Orleans,  where  he 
apprehended  the  greatest  danger,  and  where  he  believed 
his  presence  was  most  material.  He  had  already  effect- 
ed a  partial  security  for  Mobile,  and  the  inhabitants  on 
its  borders;  and  such  as  he  believed  might  be  preserved^ 
by  proper  vigilance  and  activity  in  those  who  were  left 
in  command.  He  determined  to  set  out  on  the  22d  for 
the  Mississippi,  and,  by  his  exertions,  seek  to  place  the 
country  in  such  a  situation  for  defence  as  the  means 
within  his  reach  would  permit.  His  health  was  still 
delicate,  which  almost  wholly  unfitted  him  for  the  duties 
he  had  to  encounter;  but  his  constant  expectation  of  a 
large  force  appearing  soon  on  the  coast,  impelled  him  to 
action.  Added  to  the  fatigues  incident  to  his  station, he  as 
yet  had  no  brigadier-general  in  his  district,  to  relieve  him 
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of  many  of  those  duties  which  he  had  neither  time  nor 
bodily  strength  to  meet.  General  Winchester  had  been 
ordered  to  join  him.  He  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  was 
daily  looked  for.  In  expectation  of  his  speedy  approach, 
Jackson  was  making  everj  necessary  arrangement  for 
investing  him  with  the  command  of  Mobile,  and  for  his 
own  departure.  Colonel  Hayne,  the  inspector-general, 
was  despatched  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  to  ex- 
amine whether  in  that  direction  there  were  any  eligible 
site,  where,  by  erecting  batteries,  the  river  might  be 
commanded,  and  an  ascent  prevented,  if  through  this 
route  attempted.  General  Coffee  and  colonel  Hinds, 
with  the  dragoons  from  the  territory,  was  ordered  to 
march  with  their  commands,  and  take  a  position  as  con- 
venient to  New  Orleans  as  they  could  obtain  a  sufficiency 
of  forage  to  recruit  their  horses;  having  regard  to  some 
central  point,  whence  they  might,  without  loss  of  time, 
proceed  wherever  danger  should  be  most  imminent. 
Every  thing  being  arranged,  and  intelligence  received 
that  general  Winchester  had  reached  the  Alabama  river, 
Jackson,  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  left  Mobile  for  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember; and  where  his  head-quarters  were,  for  the 
present,  established. 
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Jackson's  correspondence  with  the  governor  of  Louisiana.-— 
His  address  to  the  citizens. — Militia  from  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  advance;  and  general  plans  adopted  for  defence. 
Plan  for  filing  delinquencies  in  the  army. — British  ship- 
ping arrive  on  the  coast. — Loss  of  the  Sea  Horse, — Battle 
on  the  lake,  and  loss  of  the  gun  boats. — Jackson  reviews  the 
militia. — His  address  to  them. — detention  of  his  flag.—- 
Anecdote. — Expresses  sent  to  generals  Coffee  and  Carroll. 
— Declaration  of  martial  law  at  JVew  Orleans. —  The  Bri- 
tish effect  a  landing,  and  Jackson  prepares  to  meet  them. 

General  Jackson  was  now  on  a  new  theatre,  and  soon 
to  be  brought  in  colhsion  with  an  enemy  different  from 
any  he  had  yet  encountered:  the  time  had  arrived  to 
call  forth  all  the  energies  he  possessed.  His  miUtary 
career,  from  its  commencement,  had  been  obstructed  by 
innumerable  difficulties,  but  far  greater  were  now  rising 
to  his  view.  His  body  worn  down  by  sickness  and  ex- 
haustion, with  a  mind  constantly  alive  to  the  apprehen- 
sion that,  with  the  means  given  him,  it  would  not  be  in 
his  power  to  satisfy  his  own  wishes,  and  the  expectations 
of  his  country,  were  circumstances  well  calculated  to 
depress  him.  He  was  as  yet  without  sufficient  strength 
or  preparation,  to  attempt  successful  opposition  against 
the  numerous  and  well  trained  troops  which  were  ex- 
pected shortly  at  some  unprepared  point,  to  enter  and 
lay  waste  the  lower  country.     What  was  to  be  hoped 
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from  the  clemency  and  generous  conduct  of  such  a  foe, 
their  march  to  the  city  of  Washington  already  an^ 
nounced;  while  the  imagination  portrayed  in  lively  co- 
lours the  repetition,  here,  of  scenes  of  desolation  even 
surpassing  what  had  there  been  witnessed. 

Louisiana,  he  well  knew,  was  ill  supplied  with  arms^ 
and  contained  a  mixed  population,  of  different  tonguesj 
who,  perhaps,  felt  not  a  sufficient  attachment  for  the  soil 
or  government,  to  be  induced  to  defend  them  to  the  last 
extremity.  No  troops,  arms,  or  ammunition,  had  yet 
descended  from  the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
His  only  reliance  for  defence,  if  suddenly  assailed,  was 
on  the  few  regulars  he  had,  the  volunteers  of  general 
Coffee,  and  such  troops  as  the  state  itself  could  furnish. 
What  might  be  the  final  result  of  things,  under  prospects 
gloomy  as  the  present,  should  an  enemy  shortly  appear, 
was  not  a  matter  difficult  to  conjecture.  His  principal 
fears  at  present  were,  that  Mobile  might  fall,  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  be  gained,  all  communication 
with  the  western  states  cut  off,  and  New  Orleans  be  thus 
unavoidably  reduced.  Although  continually  agitated 
by  f-uch  forebodings,  he  breathed  his  fears  to  none. — 
Closely  locking  all  apprehensions  in  his  own  breast,  he 
appeared  constantly  serene,  and  as  constantly  endea- 
voured to  impress  a  general  belief,  that  the  country- 
could  and  would  be  successfully  defended.  The  mani- 
festation of  such  tranquillity,  and  his  avowed  certainty 
of  success,  under  circumstances  so  unpropitious,  excited 
strong  hopes,  dispelled  every  thing  like  fear,  and  im- 
pressed all  with  additional  confidence. 

With  the  remnant  of  force  he  had  at  command,  and 
the  additional  strength  to  be  aiTorded  him  from  Ken- 
l^cky  and  Tennessee,  uncertain  in  its  arrival,  undiscip- 
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lined  and  unarmed,  to  oppose  an  enemy  who  might  be 
already  on  the  coast,  and  of  whose  exceeding  valour 
great  and  wondrous  stories  had  been  already  told,  might 
have  sunk  into  inaction  any  mind  not  gifted  with  uncom- 
mon  and  extraordinary  energy,  and  made  it  to  retire 
from  a  contest,  where  seemingly  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties but  rendered  delusive  every  hope  of  resistance ;  yet, 
firm  and  resolute,  an  increase  of  difficulties  but  occa- 
sioned an  increase  of  exertion,  and  he  entered  on  his  for- 
lorn undertaking  with  no  other  determination,  than  to 
leave  nothing  unassayed  that  might  enable  him  to  ride 
out  the  threatening  storm  in  safety. 

While  engaged  in  his  operations  on  the  Mobile,  and 
even  while  at  fort  Jackson,  he  had  kept  up  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  persuading  and 
urging  him  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  might  be 
calculated  to  give  security  to  the  state.  From  the  in- 
formation derived  through  this  source,  he  felt  assured 
that  little  rehance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  great  body 
of  the  citizens;  and  that  to  gain  any  decisive  advantages 
from  their  services,  it  would  be  necessary  to  abandon 
every  thing  like  temporizing  policy,  and  pursue  a  course 
at  once  steady  and  unwavering.  Many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants indulging  a  belief  that  Florida  would  shortly  be 
restored  to  Spaisi,  and  a  still  greater  number  tremblingly 
alive  to  the  opinion  that  the  country  could  not  be  suc- 
cessfully defended,  had  led  most  well  designing  men 
astray;  while  Englishmen,  Spaniards,  and  innumerable 
other  foreigners,  feeling  no  attachment  to  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  lived,  were,  at  any  time,  ready 
to  surrender  it  to  any  power  that  might  venture  to  invade 
it.  The  requisition  made,  had  been  badly  filled ;  many 
had  absolutely  refused,  even  after  being  drafted,  to  enter 
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the  ranks.  At  so  eventful  a  crisis  as  that  which  was  fast 
approaching,  it  was  painful  to  discover  so  great  a  want 
of  union  and  disregard  of  duty,  in  those  very  persons 
upon  whom  he  would  be  compelled  to  relj,  on  any  sud- 
den emergency.  This  reluctance  to  entering  the  field, 
there  was  a  propriety  in  putting  down,  that  the  good 
might  not  be  led  astray,  from  privileges  usurped  by  the 
designing;  and  to  convince  the  disaffected  that  those 
who  shared  the  care  and  protection  of  the  government, 
were,  and  should  be,  under  obligations  to  defend  it,  when 
required. 

Governor  Claiborne  had  been  addressed  on  this  sub- 
ject; and,  while  the  necessity  of  discouraging  every  im- 
proper temper  of  mind  among  his  citizens  was  insisted 
on,  he  was  exhorted  to  use  his  exertions  in  guarding 
every  pass  from  the  city,  that  the  enemy,  hovering  in 
the  gulf,  might  not,obtain  supplies  from  the  shore.  "  I 
regret,"  said  he,  "  to  hear  of  the  discontents  of  your  peo- 
ple: they  must  not  exist.  Whoever  is  not  for  us,  is 
against  us.  Those  who  are  drafted  must  be  compelled 
to  the  ranks,  or  puiushed:  it  is  no  time  to  balance:  the 
country  must  be  defended;  and  he  who  refuses  to  aid, 
when  called  on,  must  be  treated  with  severity.  To  re- 
pel the  danger  with  which  we  are  assailed,  requires  all 
our  energies,  and  all  our  exertions.  With  union  on  our 
side,  we  shall  be  able  to  drive  our  invaders  back  to  the 
ocean.  Summon  all  your  energy,  and  guard  every  ave- 
nue with  confidential  patroles,  for  spies  and  traitors  are 
swarming  arourd.  Numbers  will  be  flocking  to  your 
city,  to  gain  information  and  corrupt  your  citizens. — 
Every  ail  in  your  power  must  be  given  to  prevent  ves- 
sels sailing  with  provisions.  By  us,  the  enemy  must  not 
be  fed.     Let  none  pass;  for  on  this  v.ill  depend  our 
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sal'et}-,  until  we  can  get  a  competent  force  in  tbe  field  to 
oppose  attack,  or  to  become  the  assailants.  We  have 
more  to  dread  from  intestine,  Ihan  open  and  avowed 
enemies;  but,  vigilance  on  our  side,  and  all  will  be  safe. 
Remember,  our  watchword  is  victory  or  death.  Our 
country  must  and  shall  be  defended.  We  will  enjoy  our 
liberty,  or  perish  in  the  last  ditch." 

He  forwarded,  at  the  same  time,  an  address  to  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  endeavoured  to  excite  them  to 
a  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  to  raise  in 
their  minds  an  abhorrence  of  an  enemy,  who,  by  procla-. 
mation,  and  dishonourable  stratagem,  had  sought  to  pro- 
mote disunion,  and  to  draw  the  disaffected  to  their  stan- 
dard. He  pointed  out  the  course  the  present  crisis  re- 
quired them  to  adopt,  and  entreated  them  not  to  be 
lured  from  their  fidelity  to  a  country,  of  ail  others,  the 
freest  and  happiest,  by  uniting  with  a  foe,  who  sought 
a  furtherance  of  his  views,  by  the  most  disreputable 
pretences — by  courting  the  friendship  and  aid  of  even 
traitors,  pirates,  and  robbers. 

"Your  government,  Louisianians,  is  engaged  in  a  just 
and  honourable  contest,  for  the  security'  of  her  individu- 
al, and  her  national  rights.  The  only  country  on  earth, 
where  man  enjoys  freedom,  where  its  blessings  are  alike 
extended  to  the  poor  and  rich,  calls  on  you  to  protect 
her  from  the  grasping  usurpation  of  great  Britain: — she 
will  not  call  in  vain.  I  know  that  every  man,  whose 
bosom  beats  high  at  the  proud  title  of  freeman,  will 
promptly  obey  her  voice,  and  rally  round  the  eagles  of 
his  country,  resolv?d  to  rescue  her  from  impending  dan- 
ger, or  nobly  to  d^e  in  her  defence.  He  who  refuses  to 
defend  his  rights,  vvlien  called  on  by  his  government,  de- 
19 
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serves  to  be  a  slave — deserves  to  be  punished,  as^^n  ene- 
my to  his  country — a  friend  to  her  foes." 

The  minds  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  were  thus  gra- 
dually turned  to  consider  of  the  contest,  in  which  it  was 
certainly  expected  they  were  shortly  to  be  engaged,  that 
they  might  be  ready  and  prepared  to  meet  it,  when  the 
period  should  arrive  to  render  it  necessary.  Prepara- 
tions for  collecting,  in  sufficient  strength  to  repel  an  in- 
vasion, when  it  should  be  attempted,  had  been  carried 
actively  forward.  The  fiat  of  the  secretary  of  war  had 
been  issued  to  the  governors  of  the  adjoining  states;  and 
Jackson  had  long  since  anxiously  pressed  them  to  hasten 
the  execution  of  the  order,  and  push  their  forces  to  the 
place  of  danger,  without  delay.  The  ardour  felt  by  the 
governor  of  Tennessee,  rendered  any  incentive  unneces- 
sary. He  was  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  activity 
and  exertion,  and  had  used  all  the  authority  of  bis  office, 
to  call  tlie  requisition  forth,  and  have  it  in  readiness, 
speedily  as  possible. 

Governor  Shelby,  of  Kentucky,  had  been  no  less  vigi- 
lant in  discharge  of  the  duty  required  of  him.  The  ne- 
cessity of  despatch,  in  military  matters,  and  the  advan- 
tages resulting  from  it,  in  his  youth  and  more  advanced 
age,  he  had  studied  and  learned  in  the  field  of  battle. 
The  troops  from  his  state  were  immediately  org^anized, 
placed  under  the  command  of  major-general  Thomas, 
and  directed  to  proceed  down  the  OViio,  to  resist  the  in- 
roads of  the  enemy.*     It  may  be  esteemed  a  circum- 

*  When  this  requisition  was  ready  to  proceed,  the  state  of  the 
quarter-master's  department  was  discovered  to  be  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  e  outfits  and  supplies  necessary  to  its  departure.  Thus 
situated,  individuals  of  the  state  came  forward,  pledged  their  funds, 
and  enabled  it  to  advance. 
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Stance  of  great  good  fortune,  that  Shelby,  at  a  time  so 
perilous  as  that  in  which  the  United  States  were  placed, 
during  the  period  of  his  services,  should  have  been  the 
chief  magistrate  of  Kentucky;  a  state  possessing  ample 
resources,  and  which  might  have  slumbered  in  inaction, 
but  for  the  energy  of  him  who  filled  her  executive  chair. 
He  did  not  remain  contented  with  a  discharge  merely 
of  those  duties  which  were  imposed  on  him  by  his  office ; 
but,  feeling  the  ardour  of  his  youth  revived,  excited  his 
citizens  by  manly  appeals,  and  inspirited  them  by  his  own 
example.  The  government  had  never  called  upon  the 
patriotism  of  this  state  that  it  had  not  been  met  with  a 
becoming  zeal  by  the  governor,  and  as  cheerfully  and 
promptly  acquiesced  in  by  his  people.  The  bravery  and 
promptitude  with  which  thej  crowded  to  the  American 
standard,  at  the  first  onset  of  danger,  where  they  firrnly 
supported  the  honour  of  the  nation,  enduring  cold,  and 
hunger,  and  every  privation,  merit  to  be  remembered, 
and  entitle  her  citizens  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country. 
William  Carroll,  who,  on  the  promotion  of  Jackson  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  had  been  appointed  a 
major-general  of  Tennessee  militia,  was  to  command  the 
requisition  intended  to  be  marched  from  the  state.  He 
had^  issued  his  orders  to  his  division,  and  on  the  19th  of 
November,  the  day  appointed  for  their  rendezvous, 
twenty-five  hundred  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  state  ap- 
peared at  Nashville ;  and,  in  eight  days,  embarked  on 
board  their  boats,  and  directed  their  way  to  New  Orleans, 
the  place  of  their  destination.  To  the  industry  of  gene- 
ral Carroll,  in  hastening  those  arrangements  which  ena- 
bled his  division  so  promptly  to  depart,  every  respect  is 
due;  for,  to  his  fortunate  arrival,  as  will  be  seen  hereaf- 
ter, is  greatly  to  be  attributed  the  reason  that  success 
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did  not  result  to  the  enemy,  in  his  first  assault,  or  that 
Louisiana  escaped  the  impending  danger. 

The  militia,  now  organized,  from  these  tM^o  states^ 
were  highly  respectable  for  their  numbers,  and  were 
commanded  by  officers  who  carried  with  them  entire 
confidence.  In  bravery,  they  were  not  surpassed  by  any 
troops;  yet  were  they  without  experience  or  discipline, 
and  indiflferently  armed.  Many  had  procured  muskets 
and  bayonets;  though  the  greater  part  of  them  Lad  arms 
capable  of  rendering  little  or  no  service ;  while  some  had 
none  at  all.  To  remedy  their  want  of  discipline  was 
attended  with  some  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  flender 
means  afforded  for  instruction,  while,  in  boats,  they  were 
descending  the  river.  Carroll's  anxiety,  however,  for 
the  respectable  appearance  of  his  troops,  and  a  still 
stronger  desire  entertained,  that  they  might  be  in  a  situ- 
ation for  immediate  action,  if  necessity,  on  his  arrival^ 
should  require  it,  led  him  to  seize  even  on  the  limited 
opportunities  for  improvement  that  were  within  his 
reach.  Whenever,  from  adverse  winds,  or  any  other 
cause  preventing  his  progress,  he  w^as  compelled  to  stop, 
liis  men  were  immediately  brought  to  receive  every  in- 
formation that  could,  under  such  circumstances,  be  com- 
municated; and  often,  while  floating  with  the  stream,  the 
decks  of  his  boats  formed  a  field  for  their  manoeuvres. 
Although  in  this  way,  partial  progress  was  made,  and 
some  advantages  gained,  yet  were  they  inconsiderable  -, 
for  still  were  they  but  militia-men,  and  as  yet  unquali- 
fied to  meet  the  veteran  troops  with  which  they  were 
going  to  contend. 

Although  general  Jackson  had  obtained  his  successes 
heretofore  with  troops  of  this  description,  yet  he  was  far 
from  entertaining  a  belief  that  they  could  be  relied  on  for 
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manoeuvring  in  an  open  field,  against  troops  who  were 
skilled,  and  inured  to  war.  None  knew  better  the  point  of 
exertion  to  which  militia  could  be  strained;  that  while 
successful  and  resting  with  confidence  in  themselves, 
none  could  effect  more ;  but  when  once  dispirited,  they 
became  a  useless  weight.  Taught  by  a  recollection  of 
the  difficulties  he  had  heretofore  encountered,  and  a 
knowledge  that  forces  of  this  description  were  erer  ca- 
pricious and  refractory,  he  had  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  a  new  and  different  course  from 
what  had  been  before  pursued,  as  more  efficient,  less 
expensive,  and  better  calculated  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence. In  a  letter  to  him,  of  the  20th  of  November,  1814, 
he  observes:  "  Permit  me  to  suggest  a  plan, which,  on  a 
fair  experiment,  will  do  away  or  lessen  the  expenses,  un- 
der the  existing  mode  of  calling  militia  forces  into  the 
field.  Whenever  there  happens  to  be  a  deficiency  in 
the  regular  force,  in  any  particular  quarter,  let  the  go- 
vernment determine  on  the  necessary  number:  this 
should  be  apportioned  among  the  different  states,  agree- 
ably to  their  respective  representations,  and  called  into 
service  for,  and  during  the  war.  The  quota  wanted  will, 
in  my  opinion,  be  soon  raised  from  premiums  offered  by 
those  who  are  subject  to  militia  duty,  rather  than  be 
harrassed  by  repeated  drafts.  In  the  mean  time,  let  the 
present  bounty,  given  by  the  government,  be  also  con- 
tinued. If  this  be  done,  I  will  insure  that  an  effective 
force  shall  soon  appear  in  everj'  quarter,  amply  sufficient 
for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  to  drive  all  our  enemies 
from  our  shores." 

Such  was  the  course  of  things,  and  such  the  plans 

which  were in  progress  for  the  security  and  safety  of  the 

country,  when  the  general  reached  New  Orleans.     The 

19*  / 
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period  was  too  momentous  to  afford  a  respite  from  bus?' 
ness;  and  he  immediately  adopted  such  measures  as 
could  be  earliest  effected,  and  which  were  best  calcu- 
lated for  resistance  and  defence. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana  had  for  some  weeks  been 
in  session;  and,  through  the  governor's  communication, 
informed  of  the  situation,  condition  and  strength  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  necessity  of  calling  all  its  resources 
into  active  operation:  but, balancing  in  their  decisions, 
and  uncertain  of  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  to  assure 
protection,  they,  as  yet,  had  resolved  upon  nothing  pro- 
mising certainty  and  safety,  or  calculated  to  infuse  tran- 
quillity and  confidence  in  the  public  mind.  The  arrival 
of  Jackson,  however,  produced  a  new  aspect  in  affairs. 
His  activity  and  zeal  in  preparation,  and  his  reputation 
as  a  brave  man  and  skilful  commander,  had  turned  all 
eyes  towards  him,  and  inspired  even  the  desponding  with 
•a  confidence  they  had  not  before  felt. 

The  volunteer  corps  of  the  city  were  reviewed,  and  a 
visit,  in  person,  made  to  the  different  forts,  to  ascertain 
their  situation  and  capacity  for  defence,  and  the  reUance 
that  might  be  had  on  them,  to  repel  the  enemy's  advance^ 
Through  the  lakes  large  vessels  could  not  pass:  should 
an  approach  be  attempted  through  this  route,  in  their 
targes,  it  might  be  met  and  opposed  by  the  gun  boats 
•which  already  guarded  this  passage;  but  if,  unequal  to 
the  contest,  they  should  be  captured,  it  would,  at  any 
rate,  give  timely  information  of  a  descent,  which  might 
be  resisted  at  their  landing,  and  before  any  opportunity 
could  be  had  of  executing  fully  their  designs.  Up  the 
"Mississippi,  however,  was  looked  upon  as  the  most  proba- 
ble pass  through  which  might  be  made  an  attempt  t<» 
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i-each  the  city;  and  here  were  in  progress  suitable  pre- 
parations for  defence. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  colonel  Hayne  had  been 
despatched  from  Mobile,  with  directions  to  view  the 
Mississippi  neur  its  mouth,  ard  report  if  any  advantage- 
ous position  could  be  found  for  the  erection  of  batteries-, 
and  whether  the  re-establishment  of  the  old  fort  at  the 
Balize  would  command  the  river,  in  a  way  to  prevent 
its  being  ascended.  That  it  could  not  be  relied  on  for 
this  purpose,  the  opinions  of  military  men  had  already 
declared.  General  Jackson  was  always  disposed  to  re- 
spect the  decisions  of  those,  who,  from  their  character 
and  standing,  were  entitled  to  confidence;  yet,  in  mat- 
ters of  great  importance,  it  formed  no  part  of  his  creed 
to  attach  his  faith  to  the  statements  of  any,  where  the 
object  being  within  his  reach,  it  was  in  his  power  to  look 
to  the  fact  and  satisfy  himself.  Trusting  implicitly  in 
colonel  Hayne  as  a  military  man,  who,  from  proper  ob- 
servation, could  infer  correct  conclusions,  he  had  des- 
patched him  thither  to  examine  how  far  it  was  practica- 
ble to  obstruct  and  secure  this  channel.  His  report 
was  confirmatory  of  the  previous  information  received, 
that  it  was  incapable,  from  its  situation,  of  effecting  any 
such  object. 

Fort  St.  Philip  was  now  resorted  to  as  the  lowest 
point  on  the  river  where  the  erection  of  a  fortification 
could  be  at  all  serviceable.  The  general  had  returned 
to  New  Orleans  on  the  9th,  from  a  visit  to  this  place, 
which  he  had  ordered  to  be  repaired  and  strengthened. 
The  commanding  officer  was  directed  to  remove  every 
combustible  material  without  the  fort^  to  have  two  ad- 
ditional platforms  immediately  raised:  and  the  embra- 
sures so  enlarged  that  the  ordnance  might  have  th© 
greatest  possible  sweep  upon  their  circles,  and  be  broughfe 


224  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

to  bear  on  any  object  within  their  range  that  might  ap 
proach  either  up  or  down  the  river.  At  a  small  dis- 
tance below,  the  Mississippi,  changing  its  course,  left  a 
neck  of  land  in  the  bend  covered  with  timber,  and  which 
obstructed  the  view".  From  this  point  down  to  where 
old  Fort  Bourbon  stood  on  the  west  side,  the  growth 
along  the  bank  was  ordered  to  he  cut  away,  that  the  shot 
from  St.  Philip,  ranging  across  this  point  of  land,  might 
reach  an  approaching  vessel  before  she  should  be  un- 
masked from  behind  it.  On  the  site  of  Bourbon  was  to 
be  thrown  up  a  strong  work,  defended  by  five  twenty- 
four  pounders,  which,  with  the  fort  above,  would  be  cal- 
culated to  expose  an  enemy  to  a  cross  fire,  for  half  a 
mile.  A  mile  above  St.  Philip  was  to  be  established  a 
work,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  others,  would  ef- 
fectually command  the  river  for  two  miles.  At  Terre 
au  Bceuf,  and  at  the  English  turn,  twelve  miles  below 
the  city,  were  also  to  be  taken  measures  for  defence ; 
where  it  was  expected  by  Jackson,  with  his  flying  artil- 
lery and  fire  ships,  he  would  be  able  certainly  to  arrest 
the  enemy's  advance.  This  system  of  defence,  properly 
established,  he  believed  would  ensure  security  from  any 
attack  in  this  direction.  Fort  St.  Philip,  Avith  the  aux- 
iliary batteries  above  and  below  it,  would  so  concen- 
trate their  fires,  that  an  enemy  could  never  pass  without 
suffering  greatly,  and  perhaps  being  so  shattered  that 
they  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  those  defences  which 
were  still  higher  up  the  river.  The  essential  difiiculty 
was  to  have  them  commenced  and  speedily  finished.  On 
returning,  he  hastened  to  apprize  the  governor  of  his 
views,  and  of  his  arrangements,  and  entreated  him  to 
aid  in  their  furtherance.  It  was  proposed  to  submit  it 
to  the  cosideration  of  the  legislature,  and  to  prevail,  if 
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j)OSsible,  with  the  planters,  to  furnish  their  slaves,  by 
whom,  alone,  such  work  could,  in  so  insalubrious  a  cli- 
mate, be  safely  executed.  "If  what  is  proposed  be  per- 
formed," said  he,  "I  will  stand  pledged  that  the  invaders 
of  your  state  shall  never,  through  this  route,  reach  your 
city."  He  desired  to  be  infornned,  early,  of  the  success 
of  the  application,  and  to  know  how  far  the  legislature 
would  be  disposed  to  extend  their  fostering  care  to  the 
objects  suggested;  that,  in  the  event  of  failure,  he  might 
have  recourse  to  such  resources  as  were  within  his  reach, 
"But,"  added  he,  "not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost.  With 
energy  and  expedition,  all  is  safe: — delay,  and  all  is 
lost." 

The  plans  of  operation  and  defence  were  projecting 
on  an  extensive  scale.  The  only  objects  of  fear  were 
the  disaffected  who  infested  the  city;  and  to  these,  after 
the  most  incessant  exertions  and  laborious  efforts^  he 
had  well  nigh  fallen  a  victim. 

Aware  of  approaching  danger,  the  views  of  the  gene- 
ral had  been  met  with  becoming  zeal,  and  the  necessary 
measures  taken,  to  have  the  selected  points  for  defence 
completed  in  the  shortest  possible  time;  which  might 
present,  on  the  Mississippi,  barriers,  that  it  was  not  fear- 
ed the  enemy  would  be  able  to  pass. 

On  lakes  Borgne  and  Pontcharl  rain,  an  equally  strong"* 
confidence  was  liad,  that  all  would  be  safe  from  invasion. 
Commodore  Patterson,  who  commanded  the  naval  for- 
ces, had  executed  every  order  with  promptness  and  ac- 
tivity. xAgreeably  to  instructions  received  from  the 
commanding  general,  to  extend  to  all  the  passes  on  the 
lakes  every  protection  in  his  power,  he  had  already  sent 
out  the  gun  boats,  under  lieutenant  Jones.  From  their 
vigilance  and  capability    to  defend,  great  advantages 
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were  calculated  to  arise;  added  to  which,  the  RigoletSj 
the  communication  between  the  two  lakes,  was  defended 
by  Petit  Coquille  fort,  a  strong  work,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Newman,  which,  when  acting  in  con- 
junction with  the  gun  boats,  it  was  supposed  would  he 
competent  to  repel  any  assault  that  might  there  be  wa- 
ged. The  prospects  of  defence  had  been  improved  by 
detachments  sent  with  orders  to  fell  timber  across  every 
small  bayou  and  creek,  that  lead  out  of  the  lakes,  and 
through  which  a  passage  for  boats  and  barges  could  he 
afforded;  and  to  increase  the  obstruction,  by  sinking 
large  frames  in  their  beds,  and  filling  them  with  earth. 
Guards  and  videttes  were  also  posted  in  different  direc- 
tions to  give  the  earliest  information  of  every  thing  that 
passed.  In  despite,  however,  of  these  precautionary 
measures,  treachery  opened  a  tvay,  and  pointed  the  en- 
trance of  the  enemy  to  a  narrow  pass,  through  which 
they  effected  a  landing,  and  reached  previously  to  being 
discovered,  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

Such  were  the  measures  adopted  for  protection  of 
Louisiana  against  an  attack,  which,  although  hitherto 
resting  on  conjecture,  was  supported  by  too  many  strong 
circumstances  to  admit  of  doubt.  Information  of  a  con- 
siderable force  having  left  England.filled  with  high  hopes 
*knd  expectations— ±hc  attack  on  Fort  Bowyer,  and  the  in- 
flammatory proclamations  already  published,  with  anony- 
mous letters  received  from  persons  in  the  West  Indies 
and  Pensacola,  known  and  to  be  relied  on,  all  tended 
strongly  to  unfold  the  views  of  the  enemy,  and  to  dissi- 
pate every  thing  of  doubt  as  to  their  designs.*  But  the 
time  was  at  hand  when  corjecture  was  giving  place  to 
feertainty ;  when  the  intention  of  the  invaders  were  fully 

*See  noteB. 
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developing  themselves;  and  the  fact  fairly  presented, 
that  Louisiana  must  fall  and  her  principal  city  be  sacked, 
unless  the  brave  men  associated  to  defend  her,  should 
stand  firmly  in  her  defence,  resolved  to  justify  the  high 
expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  their  valour. — 
Certain  information  was  at  hand,  of  an  English  fleet  be- 
ing now  off  Cat  and  Siiip  island,  and  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  American  lines,  where  their  strength  and 
numbers  were  daily  increasing. 

Lieutenant  Jones,  in  command  of  the  gun  boats  oh 
Lake  Borgne,  was  directed  to  reconnoitre,  and  ascer- 
tain their  disposition  and  force ;  and,  in  the  event  they 
should  attempt,  through  this  route,  to  effect  a  disembar- 
kation, to  retire  to  the  Rigolets,  and  there,  with  his  flo- 
tilla, make  an  obstinate  resistance,  and  contend  to  the 
last.  He  remained  off  Ship  island,  until  the  1 2th  of  De- 
cember, when,  understanding  the  enemy's  forces  were 
much  increased,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  change  his 
anchorage,  and  retire  to  a  position  near  Malheureux  isl- 
and. The  course  was  rendered  the  more  necessary,  be- 
cause affording  a  safer  position,  and  in  the  event  of  being 
attacked,  a  better  opportunity  of  making  good  his  retreat 
to  the  Rigolets,  where  alone  he  wa;s  instructed  to  attempt 
opposition.  Whoever  looks  upon  a  map  of  the  country, 
will  at  once  discover  the  importance  of  this  place  if 
driven  into  action  with  a  greatly  superior  force.  This, 
and  Chef  Menteur,  which  unite  at  the  entrance  to  the 
lake,  and  form  a  narrow  channel,  constitutes  the  oi^lj 
pass  into  Pontchartrain.  By  reaching  it,  the  gun  boats 
would  be  enabled  to  present  as  formidable  an  oppos  tion 
as  could  be  waged  by  all  the  force  that  could  be  brought 
against  them,  and  put  at  defiance  any  effort  that  could 
be  made  to  gain  the  city  through  this  route. 
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On  the  13th,' Jones  discovered  the  enemy  moving  ofi' 
in  his  barges,  and  directing  his  way  towards  Pass- Chris- 
tian, He  was  not  long  in  doubt,  as  to  the  object  probably 
had  in  view ;  for,  although  at  first  it  w^as  supposed  to  be 
"a  disembarkation,  intended  to  be  landed  there,  yet,  on 
their  passing  it,  and  pursuing  their  course  still  further 
westwardly,  he  at  once  concluded  an  attack  on  the  gun 
boats  was  designed."  His  orders  left  him  no  discretion 
as  to  the  place  he  should  meet  and  fight  them.  Indeed, 
his  flotilla,  although  quite  inconsiderable  in  numbers, 
was  of  too  much  consequence  to  the  nation,  at  this  junc- 
ture, to  be  inadvertently  risked,  or  in  fact  risked  at  all, 
unless  under  circumstances  giving  a  decided  superiority. 
In  no  other  way  was  this  to  be  obtained,  than  by  reach- 
ing the  point  to  which  he  had  been  ordered:  this  he  en- 
deavoured to  effect,  as  soon  as  he  became  satisfied  of 
what  was  intended  by  their  present  movement.  Weigh- 
ing therefore,  his  anchors,  with  the  design  of  reaching 
the  position  referred  to  in  his  orders,  he  soon  discover- 
ed it  to  be  wholly  impracticable.  A  strong  wind  having 
blown  for  some  days  to  the  east,  from  the  lake  to  the  gulf, 
had  so  reduced  the  depth  of  water,  that  the  best  and 
deepest  channels  were  insufficient  to  float  his  little  squad- 
ron. The  oars  were  resorted  to,  bat  without  renderifig 
the  least  assistance:  it  was  immovable.  Recourse  was 
now  had  to  throwing  every  thing  overboard  that  could 
be  spared,  t--  H'jI'.ten  aud  bring  them  off:  all,  however, 
was  ineffectual,-— nothing  could  afford  relief.  At  this 
moment  of  extreme  peril  and  danger,  the  tide  coming 
suddei.ly  in,  relieved  from  present  embarrassment,  ar.d 
liftirg  them  from  t'.se  s]\oal,  they  bore  away  from  the  at- 
tack medlta:  xi;  dir  c  ed  their  course  for  the  Pigolc^s, 
and  came  to  anchor  at  one  o'clock  the  next  morning  on 
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ihe  west  passage  of  Mallieureux  isle ;  where,  at  day, 
they  discovered  the  pursuit  had  been  abandoned. 

At  the  bay  of  St.  Louis  was  a  small  depot  of  pubhc  stores, 
which  had,  that  morning,  been  directed,  by  lieutenant 
Jones,  to  be  brought  off.  Mr.  Johnston,  on  board  the 
Sea  Horse,  had  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  this  order. 
The  enemy,  on  the  retreat  of  Jones,  despatched  three 
of  their  barges  to  capture  him;  but  unable  to  eifect  it, 
they  were  driven  back.  An  additional  force  now  pro- 
ceeded against  him ;  when  a  smart  action  commenced, 
and  the  assailants  were  again  compelled  to  retire  with 
some  loss.  Johnston,  satisfied  that  it  was  out  of  his 
power  successfully  to  defend  himself,  and  considering  it 
hopeless  to  attempt  uniting,  in  face  of  so  large  a  force, 
with  the  gun  boats  off  Blalheureux  Island,  blew  up  his 
vessel,  burnt  the  stores,  and  efifected  his  retreat  by  land, 
in  conformity  with  the  instructions  he  had  received.  A 
prodigious  explosion,  and  flames  bursting  on  the  view, 
assured  Jones  of  Ihe  probable  step  that  had  been  taken, 
and  of  the  execution  of  the  order. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  enemy's  barges, 
lying  about  nine  miles  to  the  east,  suddenly  weighed 
their  anchors;  and, getting  under  way,  proceeded  west- 
wardly  to  the  pass,  where  our  gun  boats  still  lay.  The 
same  difficulty  experienced  yesterday  w^as  now  en- 
countered. Perceiving  the  approach  of  the  enemy's 
flotilla,  an  attempt  was  made  to  retreat;  but  in  vaiu. — 
The  wind  was  entirely  lulled,  and  a  perfect  calm  pre- 
vailed; while  a  strong  current  setting  to  the  gulf,  ren- 
dered every  effort  to  retire  unavailing.  No  alternative 
was  at  hand;  but  a  single  course  was  left;  to  meet  and 
fight  them.  At  once  the  resolution  was  adopted,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  best  position  they  could  obtain^ 
20 
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wait  their  approach,  and  defend  themselves,  whilst  there 
was  a  hope  of  success.  The  line  was  formed,  with 
Springs  on  the  cables,  and  all  were  waiting,  composedly, 
the  arrival  of  a  foe,  who  imagined  himself  advancing 
lo  an  ea^y  conquest.  The  contest,  in  so  open  and  unfa- 
vorable a  situation,  and  against  so  superior  a  force,  pro- 
mised, indeed,  to  be  a  very  unequal  one:  yet  the  firm- 
ness and  bravery  which  had  always  characterized  our 
fearless  tars  in  battle,  were,  on  this  occasion,  not  to  be 
tarnished.  An  unfortunate  state  of  things,  which  they 
could  not  control,  had  brought  them  into  battle  at  a  mo- 
ment, and  under  circumstances,  their  discretion  did  not 
approve;  but,  being  inevitable,  every  mind  was  de- 
termined on  a  desperate  stand ;  and  still,  though  beat- 
en, to  preserve  unsullied  their  reputation, — their  flag 
from  dishonour. 

Forty-three  boats,  mounting  as  many  cannon,  with 
twelve  hundred  chosen  men,  well  armed,  constituted 
the  strength  of  the  assailants.  Advancing  in  extended 
line,  they  were  presently  in  reach:  and,  at  half  after 
eleven  o'clock,  commencing  a  fire,  the  action  soon  be- 
came general.  Owing  to  a  strong  current,  setting  out 
to  the  east,  two  of  the  boats,  numbers  1 56  and  163,  were 
unable  to  keep  their  anchorage,  and  floated  about  a  hun- 
dred yards  in  advance  of  the  hne.  This  circumstance 
was  unfortunate;  for  although  it  was  by  no  means  to  be 
calculated,  that  victory  could  be  attendant  on  a  conflict, 
where  strength  and  numbers  were  so  disproportionate, 
yet,  could  the  line  have  been  preserved,  the  chances  for 
defence  would  have  been  increased — the  opportunity 
more  favorable  for  inflicting  injury,  and  crippling  the 
foe,  while  the  period  of  the  contest  would  have  been 
protracted. 
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Every  moment  this  could  have  been  prolonged 
would  have  proved  essentially  advantageous;  for  soon 
as  the  wind  should  spring  up,  which  yet  continued  lulled, 
the  boats  would  be  rendered  more  manageable,  and  an 
opportunity  afforded  of  retiring  from  the  battle  when- 
ever the  result  promised  to  become  disastrous. 

The  enemy  relying  on  their  numbers,  and  determiu? 
ing  to  board,  advanced  in  three  divisions.  Our  gun 
boats  formediin  aline,  were  under  command  of  lieuten- 
ant Jones,  who,  on  board  No.  156,  occupied  the  centre. 
No.  162  and  163  rested  on  his  left,  under  the  direction 
of  lieutenant  Spedden  and  sailing-master  Ulrich;  on  his 
right  was  No.  5  Emd  23,  commanded  by  sailing-master 
Ferris  and  lieutenant  M'lver.  The  centre  division  of 
the  enemy,  led  by  the  senior  officer  of  the  expedition, 
captain  Lockyer,  bore  down  on  No.  156,  the  centre  of 
our  line,  and  twice  attempting  to  board,  was  twice  re- 
pulsed with  an  immense  destruction  of  both  officers  and 
crew,  and  loss  of  two  of  their  boats  which  were  sunk: 
one  a  seventy  four's  launch,  crowded  with  men,  went 
down  immediately  along-side  of  the  gun-boat.  Jones 
being  too  severely  wounded  longer  to  maintain  the  deck, 
retired,  leaving  the  command  with  George  Parker,  who 
no  less  valiantly  defended  his  flag,  until  badly  wounded, 
he  was  also  compelled  to  leave  his  post ;  and  soon  after 
the  boat  was  carried.  No.  163,  though  ably  defend- 
ed, was  also  taken;  and  the  guns  of  both  turned  on  No. 
162  and  5  which  also  surrendered;  and  last  of  all  No, 
23,  commanded  by  lieutenant  M'lver.  Thus  in  detail 
wasourlittle  squadron,  after  a  conflict,  of  nearly  an  hour 
lost ;  a  conflict  in  which  every  thing  was  done  that  gallantry 
could  do,  and  nothing  unperformed  that  duty  required:  but 
it  was  ci  disttsterwJhich,  under  all  the  circumstances,  could 
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not  be  avoided.  The  calm  which  prevailed,  and  the  ua^ 
wieldly  condition  of  the  boats  which  prevented  any 
tnanagement  by  the  oars,  took  away  all  opportunity  of 
their  aiding  and  sustaining  each  other;  while  the  enemy's 
barges,  with  great  facility,  were  able  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  of  position:  besides  this,  from  our  cen- 
tre gun-boat,  much  aid  was  obtained ;  having  carried  her^ 
the  flag  was  kept  flying,  and  under  it  her  guns  were  used 
against  the  other  boats,  a  circumstance  wKich  was  not 
discovered  for  some  time,  nor  until  after  repeated  dis- 
charges of  her  cannon  had  been  made,  and  material  in- 
jury produced. 

The  commandant  was  ably  supported  by  the  oflicera 
associated  with  him.  Lieutenants  Spedden  and  M'lver 
were  wounded;  the  former  in  both  arms,  and  in  one  so 
severely,  as  to  be  compelled  to  have  it  amputated:  yet 
ihis  valiant  officer  to  the  last  continued  his  orders;  nor 
did  the  latter  quit  for  a  moment  his  post.  Midshipmen 
Cauley  and  Reynolds,  young  men  of  spirit  and  promise, 
fell  victims  to  the  wounds  received  in  this  contest.  But 
it  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  reader  in 
commendation  of  this  Spartan  band :  their  bravery  and 
good  conduct  will  be  long  remembered  and  admired,  and 
excite  emotions  much  stronger  than  language  can  paint. 
The  great  disparity  of  force  between  the  combattants, 
added  to  the  advantages  the  ene-my  derived  from  the 
peculiar  construction  of  their  boats,  which  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  take  any  position  that  circumstances  and 
safety  directed,  while  the  others  lay  wholly  unmanageable 
presents  a  curious  and  strange  result;  that,  while  the  Ame- 
rican loss  was  but  ten  killed,  and  thirty-five  wounded,  that 
of  their  assailants  was  not  less  than  three  hundred.  The 
Britishhave  never  presented  any  report  upon  this  subject- 
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^ut,  from  every  information,  and  from  all  the  attendant  cir- 
cumstances of  the  battle,  it  was  even  believed  to  have 
exceeded  this  number;  of  which  a  large  proportion  was 
officers.* 

The  British  returned  to  their  shipping,  at  Cat  Island, 
with  their  prisoners,  carrying  with  them  a  convincing 
argument,  to  do  away  the  belief  with  which  they  had 
arrived,  that,  in  this  section  of  country,  the  inhabitants 
were  waiting,  with  open  arms,  to  receive  them;  and  that 
the  forces  embodied  for  its  defence  would  retire  at  the 
first  appearance  of  danger.  It  was  the  same  argument 
which  a  few  weeks  before  had  been  made  to  colonel 
NichoUs  at  fort  Bowyer,  and  which  had  produced  on  his 
mind  such  conviction,  as  to  render  him  altogether  unwil- 
ling that  the  matter  should  be  further  discussed  in  his 
presence. 

This  disaster  was  announced  to  general  Jackson, 
while  on  a  visit  to  the  lakes,  whither  he  had  gone  to 
examine  the  situation  of  the  different  works  there  erect- 
ed and  in  progress.  He  heard  it  with  much  concern; 
for  on It  important  consequences  depended.  The  means 
of  watching  the  enemy,  and  ascertaining  his  projects, 
were  now  cut  off,  and  the  necessity  imposed  of  resorting 
for  defence  and  safety,  in  this  direction,  to  entirely  dif- 
ferent remedies. 

Aided  by  ours,  and  the  great  number  of  their  own 
boats,  his  fears  for  the  safety  of  Mobile  were  much  in- 

Boats.  Men.  Guns. 

*  The  British  had      43  1200  43 

The  Americans         5  182  23 

Difference  33  1018  20 

So  that  the  disparity  in  force  of  boats,  men,  and  guns,  was  as  eight 
-^even — and  nearly  two  to  one. 
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creased.  The  apprehensions  which  he  had  cons(tantl;f 
entertained  for  this  place  were  of  the  most  lively  kind. 
Although  he  had  every  confidence  in  the  gallant  officer 
who  commanded  at  fort  Bowyer,  yet  he  well  knew  how 
inefficient  were  the  exertions  of  a  brave  man,  when  as- 
sailed by  superior  strength  and  numbers.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  place  and  its  security,  was  to  him  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  concern.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  object 
that  never  sufficiently  fastened  itself  on  the  considera- 
tion of  the  enemy,  or  indeed  our  own  government.  His 
own  apprehensions  of  an  invasion  here,  as  affecting  much 
more  seriously  the  interest  of  the  lower  country,  was  to 
iiim  a  cause  of  constant  uneasiness.  He  felt  confident, 
that  while  this  point  remained  safe,  so  might  the  country 
adjacent;  but  if  it  fell,  conquered  by  a  greatly  superior 
force, the  Indians  would  again  be  excited,  the  settlements 
On  the  Mobile  and  Alabama  rivers  become  tributary,  and 
New  Orleans  be  involved  in  the  general  ruin.  Deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  properly  defending  this 
place,  he  had  heretofore  brought  to  the  view  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  adopting  such 
a  course  as  should  place  it  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
danger.  To  effect  this,  he  proposed  that  a  large  frigate, 
xnounting  forty-four  guns,  which,  for  some  cause,  to  hira 
unknown,  had  been  left  on  the  stocks,  at  Tchifbnte,  in 
an  unfinished  state,  should  be  completed,  and  applied  to 
this  purpose.  "  Let  her,"  he  remarked,  "  be  placed  in 
the  Navy  Cove,  which  will  protect  the  rear  of  the  fort", 
and  my  life  upon  it,  ten  thousand  troops,  and  all  the 
British  fleet,  can  not  take  the  place,  nor  enter  the  bay. 
This  will  be  their  point  of  attack;  if  cai-ried,  they  will 
penetrate  the  Indian  nation, — there  make  a  stand,  and 
incite  the  savages  to  war,  and  the  slaves  to  insurrectioti^ 
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and  massacre; — penetrate,  if  they  can,  to  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  arrest  all  communication.  If  they 
succeed  in  this,  the  lower  country  falls  of  course."  No 
notice,  however,  w-as  ever  taken  of  his  admonition,  and 
nothing  done  to  effect  the  object  proposed.  His  entire 
defence  and  safely  rested  on  the  means  which  he  himself 
could  reach.  An  express  was  immediately  despatched 
to  general  Winchester,  apprising  him  of  what  had  hap- 
pened; that  all  communication  being  cut  off,  he  must 
look  to  the  procuring  supplies  for  his  army  from  Tennes- 
see river,  through  the  posts  established  in  the  Creek 
country.  "  The  enemy,"  he  continues,  "  will  attempt^ 
through  Pass  Huron,  to  reach  you:  watch,  nor  suffer 
yourself  to  be  surprised;  haste,  and  throw  sufficient  sup-i 
plies  into  fortBowyer;  and  guard  vigilantly  the  commu- 
nication from  fort  Jackson,  lest  it  be  destroyed.  Mobile 
Point  must  be  supported  and  defended,  at  every  hazard. 
The  enemy  has  given  us  a  large  coast  to  guard,  but  I 
trust,  with  the  smiles  of  heaven,  to  be  able  to  meet  and 
defeat  him  at  every  point  he  may  venture  his  foot  upon 
the  land." 

Increased  vigilance  and  enlarged  exertions  were  now 
required  to  guard  the  different  routes  through  which 
they  might  seek  to  make  good  their  progress,  and  reach^ 
the  object  of  their  visit.  Major  Lacoste,  commanding 
the  battalion  of  coloured  troops,  was  ordered,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon  and  a  sufficient  force,  to  take  post  on 
and  defend  the  Chef  Menteur  road,  that  led  from  the 
head  of  lake  Borgne  to  New  Orleans.  In  fact,  wherever 
an  inlet  or  creek,  of  the  smallest  size,  putting  in,  justified 
the  behef  that  through  it  an  entrance  might  be  effected, 
suitable  arrangements  were  made  to  obstruct  the  pas- 
sage, and  prevent  approach.     Throagh  the  Rigolets  wa# 


236  LIFE  Of  general  jackson. 

presumed  the  most  probable  route  the  enemy  would  att- 
renture,  that,  by  gaining  lake  Pontchartraln,  a  landing 
might  be  made  above  or  below  the  city,  or  at  bayou  St. 
John,  directly  opposite ;  and,  by  a  division  of  their  iorces, 
and  assaulting  different  points,  make  such  a  diversion, 
as,  with  raw  troops,  could  not  be  resisted  under  any  cir- 
cumstances of  advantage. 

This  place  had  been  confided  to  captain  Newman,  of 
the  artillery.  It  was  an  important  point,  as  well  for  the 
purposes  already  named,  a?  being  a  position  whence  any 
movement  on  the  lakes  could  be  discovered.  On  the 
f2d,it  was  reinforced  by  several  heavy  pieces  of  cannon 
and  an  additional  supply  of  men.  He  was  advised  by 
the  general  of  the  consequence  attached  to  it,  and  that  it 
was  not  to  be  inconsiderately  yielded ;  but  that,  iji  the 
event  of  his  being  compelled  to  abandon  it,  every  thing 
being  properly  secured,  he  was  to^make  good  his  retreat 
to  Chef  Menteur,  where  he  would  be  covered  by  an 
additional  force:  "But,"  added  he,  "you  are  not  to  re- 
treat until  your  judgment  is  well  convinced  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  very  salvation  of  your  com- 
mand." 

Oil  the  16th  the  militia  were  reviewed  by  Jackson. 
He  had  perceived,  on  his  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  such 
a  s'tate  of  despondency  manifested  by  the  people,  that  to 
remove  it  had  called  forth  all  his  exertions.  His  active 
and  incessant  endeavours  to  have  defended  every  acces- 
sible point,  and  a  confidence,  constantly  evinced,  that  his 
resources  were  commensurate  with  all  the  purposes  of 
successful  resistance,  had  completely  undermined  those 
fears,  at  first  so  generally  indulged.  Lest,  from  the  loss 
which  had  lately  happened  on  the  lakes,  a  similar  state 
of  doubt  and  despondency  might  be  again  produced,  was 
the  priacipal  cause  of  appearing  before  them  to-day,  on 
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review ;  to  convince  them,  by  his  deportment,  that  the 
safety  of  the  city  was  not  to  be  despaired  of.  He  di- 
rected an  address,  previously  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
to  be  read  to  them.  It  was  drawn  in  language  breathing 
the  warmth  of  his  own  feelings,  and  well  calculated  to 
communicate  and  inspire  the  same  glow  to  others.  He 
told  tl.em  they  were  contending  for  all  that  could  render 
life  desirable:  "  For  your  property  and  lives; — for  that 
which  is  dearer  than  ail, your  wives  and  children; — for 
liberty,  without  which,  country,  life,  and  property,  are 
not  worth  possessing.  Even  the  embraces  of  wives  and 
children  are  a  reproach  to  the  wretch  who  would  deprive 
them,  by  his  cowardice,  of  those  inestimable  blessings. 
You  are  to  contend  with  an  enemy  who  seeks  to  deprive 
you  of  the  least  of  these^— who  avows  a  war  of  vengeance 
and  desolation,  carried  on  and  marked  by  cruelties,  lusts^ 
and  horrors,  unknown  to  civilized  nations. 

"Natives  of  the  United  States!  the  enemy  you  are  to 
contend  with  are  the  oppressors  of  your  infant  political 
existence — they  are  the  men  your  fathers  fought  and 
conquered,  whom  you  are  now  to  oppose.  Descend- 
ants of  Frenchmen !  natives  of  France !  they  are  English, 
the  hereditary,  the  eternal  enemies  of  your  ancient 
country,  the  invaders  of  that  you  have  adopted,  who 
are  your  foes.  Spaniards!  remember  the  conduct  of 
your  allies  at  St.  Sebastian,  and  recently  at  Pensacola, 
and  rejoice  that  you  have  an  opportunity  of  avenging 
the  brutal  injuries  inflicted  by  men  who  dishonour  the 
human  race.  Louisianians!  your  general  rejoices  to 
witness  the  spirit  that  animates  you,  not  only  for  your 
honour,  but  your  safety;  for  whatever  had  been  your 
conduct  or  wishes,  his  duty  would  have  led,  and  yet  will 
lead  him  to  confound  the  citizen,  unmindful  of  his  rights, 
with  the  enemy  h«  ceases  to  oppose,    Comnoauding  aje?i 
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who  know,  their  rights,  and  are  determined  to  defend 
them,  he  salutes  you  as  brethren  in  arms;  and  has  now 
a  new  motive  to  exert  all  his  faculties,  which  shall  be 
strained  to  the  utmost  in  your  defence.  Continue  with 
the  energy  you  have  begun,  and  he  promises  you  not 
only  safety,  but  victory  over  an  insolent  foe,  who  has  in- 
sulted you  by  an  affected  doubt  of  your  attachment  to 
the  constitution  of  your  country.  Your  enemy  is  near; 
his  sails  already  cover  the  lakes:  but  the  brave  ar€ 
united;  and  if  he  find  us  contending  among  ourselves,  it 
will  be  for  the  prize  of  valour,- — and  fame,  its  noblest 
reward." 

Resistance  on  the  lakes  being  at  an  end,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  but  that  the  moment  for  action  would 
be  as  early  as  the  enemy  could  make  his  preparations 
to  proceed.  At  what  point,  at  what  time,  and  with  a 
force  how  greatly  superior  to  his  own,  were  matters 
wholly  resting  in  uncertainty,  and  could  not  be  known 
imtil  they  should  actually  transpire.  The  means  for 
opposing  him,  therefore,  were  to  be  seized  on  without 
delay,  or  resistance  would  be  useless. 

That  the  hour  of  attack  was  not  far  distant,  was  con* 
firmed  by  a  circumstance  which  reflects  no  considerable 
honour  on  the  officer  in  command  of  the  fleet.  The  day 
subsequent  to  the  contest  on  the  lakes,  Mr.  Shields,  pur- 
ser in  the  navy,  had  been  despatched  with  a  flag,  to  Cat 
Island,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Murrell,  for  the  purpose  of 
alleviating  the  situation  of  our  wounded,  and  to  efTecta 
negotiation,  by  which  they  should  be  hberated  on  pa* 
role.  We  are  not  aware  that  such  an  application  mili- 
tated against  the  usages  and  customs  of  war:  if  not,  the 
flag  of  truce  should  have  been  respected ;  nor  ought  its 
bearer  to  have  been  detained  as  a  prisoner.    Admiral 
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'€ochrane's  pretended  fear  that  it  was  a  wile,  designed 
to  ascertain  his  strength  and  situation,  are  far  from  pre- 
senting any  sufficient  excuse  for  so  Wanton  an  outrage 
on  propriety  and  the  rules  of  war.  If  this  were  appre» 
hended,  could  not  the  messengers  have  been  met  at  a 
disfence  from  the  fleet,  and  ordered  back  without  a  near 
approach?  Had  this  been  done,  no  information  could 
have  been  gained,  and  the  object  designed  to  be  secured 
by  the  detention  would  have  been  answered,  vrithout  in- 
fringing that  amicable  intercourse  between  contending 
armies,  which,  when  violated  or  disregarded,  opens  a 
door  to  brutal  and  savage  warfare.  Finding  they  did 
not  return,  the  cause  of  it  was  at  once  correctly  divined. 
The  British  admiral  was  very  solicitous,  and  resorted 
to  various  means  to  obtain  from  these  gentlemen  infor- 
mation of  the  strength  and  condition  and  disposition  of 
our  army;  but  so  cautious  a  reserve  was  maintained, 
that  from  them  nothing  could  be  elicited.  Shields  was 
perceived  to  be  quite  deaf,  and  calculating  on  some  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  this  circumstance,  he  and 
the  Doctor  were  placed  at  night  in  the  green  room, 
where  any  conversation  which  occurred  between  them 
could  readily  be  heard.  Suspecting,  perhaps,  something 
of  the  kind,  after  having  retired,  and  every  thing  wag 
seemingly  still,  they  began  to  speak  of  their  situation — 
the  circumstance  of  their  being  detained,  and  of  the  pru- 
dent caution  with  which  they  had  guarded  themselves 
against  communicating  any  information  to  the  British 
admiral.  But,  continued  Shields,  how  greatly  these 
gentlemen  will  be  disappointed  in  their  expectations,  for 
Jackson,  with  the  twenty  thousand  troops  he  row  has, 
and  the  reinforcements  from  Kentucky,  which  must 
speedily  reach  him,  will  be  able  to  destroy  any  forcft 
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that  can  be  landed  froni  these  ships.  Every  word  was 
heard,  and  treasured,  and  not  supposing  there  was  any 
design,  or  that  he  presumed  himseh"  overheard,  they 
were  beguiled  by  it,  and  at  once  concluded  our  force  to 
be  as  great  as  it  was  represented ;  and  hence  no  doubt 
arose — the  reason  of  that  prudent  care  and  caution  with 
which  the  enemy  afterwards  proceeded ;  for,  as  was  re- 
marked by  a  British  officer,  the  actual  strength  of  gene- 
ral Jackson's  army,  thougli  repeatedly  sought  after, 
could  never  be  procured;  it  was  a  desideratum  not  to 
be  obtained. 

Early  on  the  1 5th,  the  morning  after  the  battle  on  the 
lake,  expresses  were  sent  off  up  the  coast,  in  quest  of 
general  Coffee,  to  endeavor  to  procure  information  of 
the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  divisions,  which  it  was 
hoped  were  not  far  distant,  and  to  urge  their  speedy  ap- 
proach. In  his  communication  to  Coffee,  the  general 
observes,  "You  must  not  sleep,  until  you  reach  me,  or 
arrive  within  striking  distance.  Your  accustomed  acti- 
vity is  looked  for.  Innumerable  defiles  present  them- 
selves, where  your  services  and  riflemen  will  be  all  im- 
portant. An  opportunity  is  at  hand,  to  reap  for  yourself 
and  brigade  the  approbation  of  your  country." 

In  obedience  to  the  order  he  had  received  at  Mobile, 
to  occupy  some  central  position,  where  his  horses  could 
be  subsisted,  and  whence  he  might  act  as  circumstances 
should  require,  Coffee  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Sandy 
creek,  a  small  distance  above  Baton  Rouge,  where  he 
had  halted.  His  brigade,  on  its  march,  had  been  great- 
ly exposed,  and  many  and  various  hardships  encounter- 
ed. The  cold  season  had  set  in;  and,  for  twenty  days 
it  had  railed  incessantly.  The  waters  were  raised  to 
uncommon  heights,  and  every  creek  and  bayou  was  to 
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he  bridged  or  swam.  Added  to  this,  their  march  was 
through  an  uncultivated  country,  but  thinly  settled, 
where  little  subsistence  was  to  be  had,  and  that  procur- 
ed with  much  difficulty.  He  had  been  at  this  place 
eight  or  ten  days,  when,  late  on  the  evening  of  the  1 7thj 
the  express  despatched  from  head-quarters  reached  him. 
He  lost  no  time  in  executing  the  order;  and,  directing 
one  of  his  regiments,  which,  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  foraging,  had  encamped  about  six  miles  off,  to  unite 
with  him,  he  was  ready  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded 
on  his  march  the  instant  it  arrived.  In  consequence  of 
innumerable  exposures,  there  were,  at  this  time,  three 
hundred  on  the  sick  list.  These  being  left,  he  com- 
menced his  advance  with  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
The  weather  yet  continued  extremely  cold  and  rainy, 
which  prevented  their  proceeding  with  the  celerity  the 
exigency  of  the  moment  so  much  required.  Coffee, 
perceiving  that  the  movement  of  his  whole  force  in  a 
body,  would  perhaps  occasion  delays,  ruinous  to  the 
main  object  in  view,  ordered  all  who  were  well  mount- 
ed, and  able  to  proceed,  to  advance  with  him,  while  the 
rest  of  his  brigade,  under  suitable  officers,  were  left  to 
follow  as  fast  as  the  weak  and  exhausted  condition  of 
their  horses  would  permit.  His  force,  by  this  arrange^ 
ment,  was  reduced  to  eight  hundred  men,  with  whom 
he  moved  with. the  utmost  industry.  Having  marched 
seventy  miles  the  last  day,  he  encamped  on  the  night 
of  the  19th,  within  fifteen  miles  of  New  Orleans,  making 
in  two  days  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 
Continuing  his  advance,  early  next  morning,  he  halted 
within  four  miles  of  the  city,  to  examine  the  state  and 
condition  of  his  arms,  and  to  learn,  in  the  evev.t  the  en- 
emy had  landed,  the  relative  position  of  the  two  armiese 
21 
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These  brave  men,  without  murmuring,  had  now  tna* 
versed  an  extent  of  country  nothing  short  of  eight  hun- 
dred miles,  and  under  trials  sufficiently  severe  to  have 
appalled  the  most  resolute  and  determined.  They  had 
enrolled  themselves,  not  as  volunteers  sometimes  do,  to 
frolic,  and  by  peaceable  campaigns  to  gain  a  name  in 
arms — they  had  done  it  knowing  that  an  enemy,  if  not 
already  at  hand,  was  certainly  expected,  with  whom 
they  would  have  to  contend,  and  contend  severely. — 
Great  reliance  was  had  on  them  by  the  command!  n 
general;  and  their  good  conduct,  in  the  different  situa- 
tions in  which  they  had  acted  with  him,  was  a  proof 
how  much  they  deserved  it.  On  inspecting  their  arms, 
which  consisted  principally  of  rifles,  two  hundred  were 
discovered  to  be  so  materially  injured  by  the  weather, 
as  to  be  unfit  for  service. 

The  advance  of  colonel  Hinds,  from  Woodville,  with 
the  Mississippi  dragoons,  was  no  less  prompt  and  expe- 
ditious; an  active  and  brave  officer,  he  was,  on  this,  a 
on  all  other  occasiors,  at  his  post,  ready  to  act  as  cir- 
cumstances should  require.  Having  received  his  or- 
ders, he  hastened  forward,  and  effected,  in  four  days,  a 
march  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

On  the  16th,  colonel  Hynes,  aid-de-camp  to  general 
Carroll,  reacheJ  head-]uarters,  with  information  from 
the  general,  that  he  would  be  present  as  early  as  possi- 
ble; but  that  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  high  ard  con- 
trary winds,  greatly  retarded  his  progress.  To  remedy 
this,  a  steam  boat  was  immediaiely  put  in  requisition, 
and  ordered  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  aid  !iim  in  reach_ 
ing  his  destination,  without  loss  of  time.  He  was  ad- 
vised of  the  necessity  of  hastening  rapidly  forward;  that 
tlie  lakes  were  ii\  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  their  ar- 
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iival  daily  looked  for:  "But,"  continued  Jackson,  "I  am 
resolved,  feeble  as  my  force  is,  to  assail  him,  on  his  first 
landing,  and  perish  sooner  than  he  shall  reach  the  city." 
Independent  of  the  large  force  which  was  descending 
with  general  Carroll,  his  approach  was  looked  to  with 
additional  pleasure,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
with  him  a  boat  laden  with  arms,  destined  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  and  which  he  had  overtaken  on  his 
passage  down  the  Mississippi.  His  falling  in  with  them 
was  fortunate ;  for,  had  their  arrival  depended  on  those 
to  whom  they  had  been  incautiously  confided,  they  might 
have  come  too  late,  and  after  all  danger  had  subsided; 
as  was  indeed  the  case  with  others,  forwarded  from 
Pittsburg,  which,  through  the  unpardonable  conduct  of 
those  who  had  been  entrusted  with  their  management 
and  transportation,  did  not  reach  New  Orleans  until  af 
ter  all  difficulties  had  terminated.  Great  inconvenience 
was  sustained,  during  the  siege,  for  want  of  arms  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  militia.  Great  as  it  was,  it 
would  have  been  increased,  even  to  an  alarming  extent, 
but  for  the  accidental  circumstance  of  this  boat  having 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Tennessee  division,  which 
impelled  it  on,  and  thereby  produced  incalculable  ad- 
vantage.* 

*  On  the  first  intimation  that  the  British  intended  a  descent  oa 
this  section  of  the  United  States,  genera]  Jackson  suggested  to  the 
sacretary  of  war  the  scarcity  of  both  arms  and  ordance,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  the  deficiency  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr. 
Monroe,  then  secretary  of  war,  had  given  the  earliest  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  ordered  an  ample  supply  to  be  embarked  from 
Pittsburg,  sufficiently  early  to  have  reached  head-quarters  previ- 
ously to  the  enemy's  landing.  Their  transportation  down  the  west- 
ern waters  had  been  confided  to  those  who  felt  not  sufficient  concern 
for  their  speedy  arrival  to  use  the  necessary  diligence.  Whether 
the  goTernment  had  given  any  such  orders,  or  it  were  a  piece  of 
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This  division,  as  we  have  before  remarked,  had  left 
l^ashville  on  the  19th  of  last  nionth.  Their  exertions, 
without  which  they  eould  not  have  arrived  in  time  to 
afibrd  that  assistance  and  protection  which  the  peril  of 
the  moment  so  maeh  required,  entitle  them  and  their 
commander  to  every  gratitudcr  But  above  all  is  our 
gratitude  due  to  that  benign  Providence,  who,  having 
aided  in  the  establishment  of  our  glorious  independence, 
again  manifested  his  goodness  and  power  in  guarding 
the  rights  of  a  country  rendered  sacred  by  the  blood  of 
the  virtuous,  heretofore  shed  in  its  defenee.  It  rarely, 
if  ever,  happens,  that  the  Cumberland  river  admits  a  pas- 
sage for  boats  so  early  in  the  season;  but  torrents  of  rain 
descending,  swelled  the  stream,  and  wafted  our  troops 

penny-wise  economy  suggested  by  the  quarter-master,  we  do  not 
know.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  a  steam  vessel,  sailing  with 
much  expedition,  proposed  to  carry  and  deliver  them  at  New  Or  • 
leans  in  eighteen  days,  which  would  have  been  in  time  for  all  the 
•purposes  afterwards  needed.  But  the  officer  who  had  the  manage- 
ment of  this  business,  because  it  was  in  his  power  to  save  an  ii, con- 
siderable sum  in  freight,  preferred  delivering  them  to  the  captain  of 
Ja  large  flat  bottomed  boat,  which  moved  slowly,  and  which,  withal, 
it  was  understood,  would  occasionally  stop  on  the  way  to  traffic 
and  trade  oif  the  different  articles  with  which  she  was  laden.  On 
all  occasions,  we  would  commend  the  doctrine  of  economy,  when 
founded  on  correct  principles :  but  that  minister  or  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment, who,  to  save  a  partial  expense,  hazards  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands; or  who,  through  parsimonious  views  of  any  kind  whatever, 
Tisks  the  loss  of  a  whole  country,  evidences  so  weak  and  narrow- 
sighted  a  policy,  as  can  on  no  ground  be  justified.  This  single  cir- 
cumstance, if  argument  were  necessary  to  establish  it,  is  sufficient 
to  show  the  correctness  of  the  position.  The  general,  in  a  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  after  the  battle  of  the  8th,  remarks,  that  if  he 
had  had  a  sufficiency  of  arms,  he  would  have  captured  or  destroyed 
the  whole  British  army  ;  and  this  he  might  have  had,  if  the  agents 
of  the  government  had  executed  the  duties  confided  to  them  on  a 
scale  enlarged  and  liberal  as  the  crisis  demanded^ 
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safely  to  the  Mississippi,  where  all  obstructions  were 
at  an  end.  An  apprehension  entertained,  lest  the  blow 
might  be  stricken,  and  the  injury  done,  before  they  could 
reach  their  destined  point,  had  inspired  our  troops  with 
an  alacrity  and  exertion,  which  brought  them  to  the 
place  of  danger  and  usefulness,  in  a  shorter  period  of 
time  than  even  traders  had  usually  employed,  when  hur- 
rying with  their  produce  to  market. 

While  these  preparations  were  progressing,  to  concen- 
trate the  forces  within  his  reach,  the  general  was  turning 
his  attention  to  ward  off  any  blow  that  might  be  aimed 
before  his  expected  reinforcements  should  arrive.  Every 
point,  capable  of  being  successfully  assailed,  was  receiv- 
ing such  additional  strength  and  security  as  could  be 
given.  Patroles  and  videttes  were  ranged  through  the 
country,  that  the  earliest  intelhgence  might  be  had  of 
any  intended  movement.  The  militia  of  the  state  were 
called  out  en  masse;  and,  through  the  interference  of  the 
legislature,  an  embargo  on  vessels  at  the  port  of  Nevt^ 
Orleans  was  declared,  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing additional  recruits  for  the  navy.  General  Ville- 
ry,  because  an  inhabitant  of  the  country,  and  best  under- 
standing tlie  several  points  on  the  lakes  susceptible  of, 
and  reqairing  defence,  was  ordered,  with  the  Louisiana 
militia,  to  search  out,  and  give  protection  to  the  different 
passes,  where  a  lar>ding  might  be  effected. 

To  hinder  the  enemy  from  obtaining  supplies  on  the 
shore,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  Pearl  river,  to  prevent 
any  parties  from  landing  until  the  ttock  could  be  driven 
from  the  neighbourhood.  The  precaution,  for  some  time 
used,  of  restricting  the  departure  of  any  vessel  with  pro- 
visiotis,  under  the  operation  of  the  embargo  imposed  by 
the  legislature,  had  greatly  disappointed  the  expecta- 


246 LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

tions  of  the  British,  and  even  introduced  distress  int® 
Pei»sacola,  whence  the  Spaniards  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  procuring  their  suppUes.  The  governor  had  solicited 
the  opening  a  communication,  for  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ing inhabitants  of  his  province.  Jackson  was  aware  that 
this  appeal  to  his  humanity  might  be  a  sti-atagem,  having 
for  its  object  to  aid  his  enemy.  Although  the  governor, 
hitherto,  had  given  no  flattering  evidence,  either  of  his 
friendship,  his  candour,  or  sincerity,  still  the  statement 
offered  by  him  might  be  correct;  and  if  so,  the  neutral- 
ity of  his  countiy  established  a  well-founded  claim  to  the 
benevolence  of  the  Americans.  Balancing  between  a 
desire  that  these  people  should  not  be  seriously  injured, 
and  a  fear  that  the  application  was  intended  for  a  verj 
different  purpose  than  was  avowed,  he  determined  to  err 
on  the  side  of  mercy,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  relieve 
their  wants.  This  he  directed  general  Winchester,  at 
Mobile,  to  effect,  provided  his  stock  of  provisions  would 
permit  it.  It  was  particularly  enjoined  on  him  that  tha 
quantity  of  provisions  sent  should  be  small,  and  be  con- 
veyed by  water:  "For  if,"  said  he,  "the  Spaniards  are 
really  in  distress,  and  the  supply  sent  shall  be  taken  by 
the  British,  it  will  excite  their  just  indignation  towards 
them,  and  erase  all  friendship,  while  they  will  be  afford- 
ed an  additional  proof  of  ours:  the  supply,  too,  being  in- 
considerable, even  if  captured,  will  prove  of  no  great 
benefit  to  our  enemy." 

Jackson's  arrangements  were  well  conceived,  and  ra- 
pidly progressing;  but  they  were  still  insuflicient;  and 
his  own  forebodings  assured  him,  that,  to  obtain  securi- 
ty, something  stronger  than  had  been  yet  resorted  tOy 
required  to  be  adopted.  That  there  was  an  enemy  in 
the  midst  of  his  camp,  more  to  be  feared  than  those  whc^ 
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Were  menacing  from  abroad,  was  indeed  highly,  nay 
more  than  probable;  while  an  apprehension  indulged, 
that  there  were  many  foreigners,  who,  feeling  no  attach- 
ment for  the  country,  and  having  nothing  to  defend, 
would  not  scruple  to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportu- 
nity to  give  intelligence  of  the  strength,  situation,  and 
arrangement  of  his  camp,  excited  his  fears,  and  induced 
a  wish  to  apply  the  earliest  possible  corrective.  A  stran- 
ger himself,  his  own  conjectures  might  not  have  led  to 
the  conclusion;  but  information  received,  before  and 
soon  after  his  arrival,  through  different  channels,  and 
particularly  from  the  governor  of  the  state,  had  awak- 
ened a  belief,  that  the  country  was  filled  with  disaffect- 
ed persons,  and  who,  if  not  closely  guarded,  might  occa- 
sion the  worst  of  consequences.  Although  he  had  been 
in  possession  of  data,  sufficiently  strong  to  confirm  him  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  facts  and  circumstarices  disclosed 
were  of  a  character  truly  as  had  been  represented,  until 
now,  no  urgent  necessity  had  arisen,  rendering  a  resort 
to  rigid  measures  essential  to  the  general  safety.  Abun- 
dant evidence  of  prevailing  disaffection  had  been  already 
obtained,  through  governor  Claiborne.  In  a  letter  to 
general  Jackson,  after  his  return  from  Pensacola,  he  ob- 
served, "Enemies  to  the  country  may  blame  your  prompt 
and  energetic  measures;  but  in  the  person  of  every  pa- 
triot, you  will  find  a  supporter.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
lax  pohce  of  this  city,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  state, 
with  respect  to  strangers.  I  think,  with  you,  that  out 
country  is  filled  '  with  traitors  and  spies.'  On  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  written  pressingly  to  the  city  authorities  and 
parish  judges.  Some  regulations,  I  hope,  will  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  first,  and  greater  vigilance  be  exercised,  in  fu- 
ture, by  the  latter," 
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Never,  perhaps,  all  the  circumstances  considered,  did 
-any  general  advance  to  the  defence  and  protection  of  a 
people  situated  in  his  own  country,  where  greater  room 
was  had  to  distrust  the  success  of  the  event,  and  believe 
all  efforts  hopeless.  That  there  should  be  found,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  an  inconsiderable  few  who  would 
not  withhold  their  assent  to  a  change  in  the  form  of  any 
government,  under  which  they  might  live,  is  not  a  cir- 
cumstance to  excite  surprise.  Some  might  be  induced 
to  it,  if  for  no  other  reason,  to  alter  a  condition  in  life, 
which  if  not  improved,  could  rot  be  rendered  worse: 
and  in  our  country  particularly,  where  fo  eig  ers  are 
freely  and  readily  admitted  to  all  our  rights  avd  privileges, 
many  of  whom  have  been  allured,  hot  by  attachment, 
but  from  motives  of  cupidity,  we  shall  ever  have  cause, 
perhaps,  to  regret  a  want  of  union  and  energy  at  those 
periods  when  they  may  be  mostly  needed.  But,  that 
satisfaction  should  ever  be  found  in  our  national  councils, 
is  a  source  of  increased  regret,  and  causes  it  to  assume  a 
character  of  deeper  danger.  When,  therefore,  general 
Jackson  was  informed  by  the  governor,  that  the  legisla- 
ture, instead  of  discharging  with  alacrity,  diligence,  ard 
good  faith,  the  duties  which  had  been  confided  to  tl)cm 
by  their  constituents,  had,  under  the  garb  of  privilege, 
endeavoured  to  mar  the  execution  of  measures  the  most 
salutary,  he  might  well  conclude  the  country  in  danger, 
and  suspect  a  want  of  fidelity  in  her  citizens.  Upon  the 
yeomanry  alone  must  every  country  depend  for  its  lib- 
erty: they  are  its  sinews  and  its  strength.  Let  them 
continue  virtuous,  and  they  will  cheerfully,  nay,  fearless- 
ly, maintain  themselves  against  aggression;  but  if  they 
become  corrupted,  or  through  the  intrigue  or  misconduct, 
of  their  rulers  loose  confidence  in  their  government,  forth- 
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with  their  importance  and  value  will  be  impaired.— 
While  the  people  of  Rome  felt  themselves  freemen,  and 
proud  of  the  name  of  citizens,  Rome  was  invincible;  and 
to  descend  to  times  more  modern,  the  strength  of  France 
was  an  overmatch  for  combined  Europe,  only  while 
Frenchmen  had  confidence  in,  and  regard  for  their  go- 
vernment, and  felt  that  they  were  a  part  of  it. 

Although  we  would  gladly  draw  a  veil  over  the  con- 
duct of  the  legislative  body  of  Louisiana,  and  forgive 
the  error,  yet  it  is  difficult,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  forget 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  at  a  moment  of  threatened  and 
expected  danger,  they  exerted  themselves  against  the 
establishment  of  any  system  of  defence.  General  Flour- 
noy  at  that  time  commanded.  Apprehending  invasion^ 
he  applied  to  the  governor  for  whatever  aid  the  state 
could  afford.  Constitutional  resources  were  attempted 
and  an  effort  made  to  draw  out  the  militia ;  they  resisted 
the  requisition:  and  that  resistance  so  far  from  being 
discountenanced  by  the  legislature  then  in  session,  was 
promoted  and  encouraged  by  their  assuming  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  declaring  the  demand  to  be  illegal, 
unnecessary,  and  oppressive.  Wlien  popular  re- 
sentment is  once  awakened,  and  opposition  to  measures, 
however  proper,  once  begun,  the  slightest  encourage- 
ment impels  it  forward;  but  when  the  authorities  of  a 
state  become  abettors,  and  by  their  conduct  and  expres- 
sions give  it  sanction,  the  delusion  is  increased,  and 
forthwith  it  swells  beyond  the  bounds  where  reason  can 
control.  Thus  supported,  the  militia,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  stood  their  ground,  and  resolutely  resist- 
ed the  call  to  defend  their  country.  The  example  thus 
established  had  already  induced  the  conviction  that  they 
were  privileged  persons,  and  i^id  reserved  to  them,  ojn 
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all  occasions,  when  called  for,  the  right  of  determining 
if  the  call  were  regular,  why  and  wherefore  made, 
where  they  would  prefer  to  act,  and  be  governed  accor- 
dingly. When,  therefore,  the  first  requisition  made  by 
Jackson  was  attempted  to  be  filled,  a  number  made  a 
tender  of  their  services  as  volunteers;  but  on  this  condi* 
tion,  that  they  were  not  to  be  marched  from  the  state. — 
The  reply  made,  showed  they  were  to  act  with  a  gener- 
al who  knew  nothing  of  temporizing  policy,  and  who 
would  go  the  entire  length  that  safely  and  necessity  re^ 
quired,  and  his  powers  permitted.  They  were  assured 
his  object  was  to  defend  the  country,  and  that  he  should 
do  it  at  every  hazard ;  that  soldiers  who  entered  the 
ranks  with  him  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country,  must 
forget  the  habits  of  social  life,  and  be  willing  and  pre- 
pared to  go  wherever  duty  and  danger  called;  such 
were  the  kind  of  troops  he  wanted,  and  none  other* 
frould  he  have. 

Influenced  by  these  and  other  weighty  considerations^ 
which  were  daily  disclosed  ;sensibleof  the  danger  that  sur*- 
rounded  him  ;and  from  a  conviction  which  he  felt  was  foun- 
ded not  upon  light  considerations,  that  the  country  with- 
out a  most  decisive  course  could  not  be  saved,  he  brought 
to  the  view  of  the  legislature  the  propriety  and  necessi- 
ty of  suspending  the  Writ  of  habeas  corpus.  To  attempt 
himself  so  new  and  bold  a  course,  he  was  satisfied  would 
draw  to  him  the  reproofs  and  censures  of  the  orthodox 
politicians  of  the  day,  and  involve  him  in  many  and  vari- 
ous reproaches.  The  legislature  had  already  interrupt- 
ed the  commerce  by  declaring  and  enforcing  an  embar- 
go; and  the  exercise  of  this  subsequent  authority,  equal- 
ly necessary  with  the  first,  could  involve,  he  supposed, 
no  higher  exercise  of  power  than  the  enactment  of  an 
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embargo  law.  He  was  solicitous,  therefore,  to  relieve 
himself  of  the  responsibility,  by  prevailing  on  the  legisla- 
ture to  do  that  which  necessity  and  the  security  of  the 
country  seemed  imperiously  to  require.  They  proceed- 
ed slowly  to  the  investigation,  and  were  deliberating, 
with  great  caution,  upon  their  right,  authority,  and  con- 
stitutional power  to  adopt  such  a  measure,  when  the  gen- 
eral, sensible  that  procrastination  was  dangerous,  and 
might  defeat  the  objects  intended  to  be  answered,  as- 
sumed all  responsibility,  and  superseded  their  delibera- 
tions by  declaring  the  city  and  environs  of  New-Orleans 
under  martial  law. 

All  persons  entering  the  city  were  required,  imme- 
diately, to  report  themselves  to  the  adjutant-general; 
and  on  failing  to  do  so,  were  to  be  arrested  and  detained 
for  examination.  None  were  to  depart  from  it,  or  be 
suffered  to  pass  beyond  the  chain  of  sentinels,  but  by 
permission  of  the  commanding  general,  or  one  of  the 
staff;  nor  was  any  vessel  or  craft  to  be  permitted  to 
sail  on  the  river,  or  the  lakes,  but  by  the  same  authori- 
ty, or  a  passport  signed  by  the  commander  of  the  naval 
forces. 

The  lamps  were  to  be  extinguished  at  nine  o'clock  at 
night;  after  which  time,  all  persons  found  in  the  streets, 
or  from  their  respective  homes,  without  permission  in 
writing,  signed  as  above,  were  to  be  arrested  as  spies., 
and  detained  for  examination. 

At  a  crisis  so  important,  and  from  a  persuasion  that 
the  country,  in  its  menaced  situation,  could  not  be  pre- 
served by  the  exercise  of  any  ordinary  powers,  he  be- 
ieved  it  best  to  adopt  a  course  that  should  be  efficient, 
even  if  it  partially  endangered  the  rights  ar.d  privi]es:es 
of  the  citizen.     He  proclaimed  martial  law,  believing 
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necessity  and  policy  required  it:  "  Under  a  solemn  con- 
viction that  the  country,  committed  to  his  care,  could 
by  such  a  measure  alone  be  saved  from  utter  ruin ;  and 
from  a  religious  belief,  that  he  was  performing  the  most 
important  and  sacred  duty.  By  it  he  intended  to  su- 
persede such  civil  powers,  as,  in  their  operation,  inter- 
fered with  those  he  was  obliged  to  exercise.  He 
thought  that,  at  such  a  moment,  constitutional  forms 
should  be  suspended,  for  the  preservation  of  constitu- 
tional rights;  and  that  there  could  be  no  question,  whe- 
ther it  were  better  to  depart,  for  a  moment,  from  the 
enjoyment  of  our  dearest  privileges,  or  to  have  them 
wrested  from  us  for  ever." 

This  rigid  course,  however,  was  by  no  means  well  re- 
ceived. Whether  it  had  for  its  object  good  or  evil,  whe- 
ther springing  from  necessity,  or  from  a  spirit  of  oppres- 
sion in  its  author,  with  many,  was  not  a  material  question: 
it  was  sufficient  for  them  to  consider  it  an  infraction  of 
the  law,  to  excite  their  warmest  opposition;  whilst  the 
long  approved  doctrine  of  necessitas  rei  afforded  no  sub- 
stantial argument  to  induce  a  conviction  of  its  propriety. 
Whether  the  civil  should  yield  to  military  law,  or  which 
should  have  controul,  with  those  whose  anxious  wishes 
were  the  safety  of  the  state,  was  not  a  matter  of  deep 
or  serious  concern;  but  to  busy  pohticians,  and  luke- 
warm breasts,  it  opened  a  field  for  investigation:  and 
many  a  fire-side  patriot  had  arguments  at  commar  d,  to 
to  prove  it  an  usurpation  of  power,  an  outrage  upon  go- 
vernment, and  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  During 
the  invasion,  and  while  afiairs  of  major  importance  im- 
pended, no  occasion  was  presented  of  testing  its  correct- 
ness; but  soon  as  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  before  it 
was  ascertained,  whether,  at  some  more  fortunate  and 
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less  guarded  point  they  might  not  return,  to  renew  those  * 

efforts  which  had  so  lately  foiled,  Dominick  A.  Hall, 
judge  of  the  United  States'  court  for  this  district,  deter- 
mined to  wage  a  war  of  authority,  and  to  have  decided, 
if,  in  any  event,  the  civil  power  could  be  deprived  of 
supremacy.  Jackson  presumed  his  time  of  too  much 
importance,  at  so  momentous  a  period,  to  be  wasted  in 
the  discussion  of  civil  matters.  He  gave  to  it,  therefore, 
the  only  attention  which  he  believed  its  cfficiousness 
merited,  and  instead  of  obeying  the  command,  arrested 
and  ordered  the  judge  to  leave  the  city.  Peace  being 
presently  restored,  and  danger  over,  the  judge  renewed 
the  contest?  and  causing  the  general  to  appear  before 
him,  on  a  process  of  contempt,  for  detaining  and  refusing 
to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  which  had  been  direct- 
ed to  bim,  amerced  him  in  a 'fine  of  a  thousand  dollars. 
How  far  he  was  actuated  by  correct  motives,  in  exclu- 
sion to  those  feelings  which  sometimes  estrange  the  judg- 
ment, his  own  conscience  can  determine;  and  how  far 
his  proceedings  were  fair  and  liberal,  will  appear  here- 
after, when,  in  proper  order,  we  shall  be  brought  to  ex- 
amine this  prosecution.  For  the  present,  we  are  confi- 
dent, that  if  ever  there  was  a  case  that  could  justify  or 
excuse  a  departure  from  the  law,  its  features  were  not 
stronger  than  those  which  influenced  general  Jackson, 
on  the  present  occasion,  in  suspending  the  rights  of  the 
citizens.  If  judge  Hall  were  impelled  to  the  course  he 
took,  in  defence  of  the  violated  dignity  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  to  protect  the  rights  of  a  government,  whose 


wrono-, 
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judicial  powers  he  represented,  whether  right  or 
he  deserves  not  censure;  although  it  might  be  well  re- 
plied, that  an  infinitely  fairer  and  more  glorious  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  devotedness  to  his  country  had  just 
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passed,  when  he  might  truly  have  aided  in  defence  of 
her  honour,  nor  left  even  room  for  his  motives  to  have, 
been  unfairly  appreciated. 

This  strong  and  efficient  measure  had  not  been  resort- 
ed to  from  the  mere  anticipation  of  danger;  already  suf- 
ficient causes  existed ;  and  intrigue  and  stratagem  were 
busily  winding  their  w^ay  into  our  camp:  they  were 
either  to  be  put  down,  or  every  hope  of  opposition  and 
successful  resistance  abandoned.  England,  never  »t  a 
loss  for  varnished  statements,  to  give  plausibility  to  her 
views,  not  only  held  forth  the  idea  that  she  had  come  to 
restore  the  inhabitants  to  higher  privileges  than  they  en- 
joyed, but,  to  render  the  delusion  still  more  complete, 
through  her  emissaries,  propagated  the  belief,  that,  as 
the  friend  of  Spain,  she  had  come  to  restore  West  Florida 
to  its  rightful  owner,  and  the  citizens  to  their  lawiul 
sovereign.  Composed,  as  our  army  at  this  times  was,  of 
heterogeneous  materials, — ^Frenchmen,  Spaniards  and 
natives, — it  required  constant  efffifKts  to  keep  aJive  ex- 
citement, and  to  ward  otT  despoiidency.  Learrsing  the 
rumours  that  had  been  propagated,  and  fearing  lest  they 
might  have  an  injurious  tendency,  Jack'on  immediately 
circulated  an  address  to  his  troops,  in  Which  he  sought 
to  counteract  the  e^ect,  and  preserve  their  ardour  and 
devotion  to  their  CQuntvy. 

"  Believe  not,"  he  observed,  "  that  the  threatened  in- 
vasion is  With  a  view  to  restore  the  country  to  Spain.  It 
is  founded  in  design,  and  a  supposition  that 'you  w^ould 
be  willil)^  to  return  to  you'r  ancient  goveronr/ent.  Listen 
not  to  such  incredible  tales:  your  government  is  at  peace 
with  Spain.  It  is  your  vital  enemy,  the  common  enemy 
of  mankind,  the  highway  robber  of  the  world,  that  has 
sent  his  hirelings  ainoiig  you,  to  put  you  from  your  guard, 
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that  you  may  fall  an  easier  prey.  Then  look  to  your 
liberty,  your  property,  the  chastity  of  your  wives  and 
daughters.  Take  a  retrospect  of  the  conduct  of  the 
British  army  at  Hampton,  and  at  other  places  where  it 
has  entered  our  country — and  every  bosom,  which  glows 
with  patriotism  and  virtue,  will  be  inspired  with  indig- 
nation, and  pant  for  the  arrival  of  the  hour  when  we  shall 
meet  and  avenge  those  outrages  against  the  laws  of  civi- 
lization and  humanity." 

With  the  exception  of  the  Kentucky  troops,  which 
were  yet  absent,  all  the  forces  expected  had  arrived.— 
General  Carroll  had  reached  Cotfee's  encampment,  foui- 
miles  above  the  city,  on  the  21st,  and  had  immediately 
reported  to  the  commanding  general.  The  officers  w^ere 
busily  engaged  in  drilling,  manoeuvring  and  organizing 
the  troops,  and  in  having  every  thing  ready  for  action, 
the  moment  it  should  become  necessary.  No  doubt  was 
entertained,  but  the  British  would  be  able  to  effect  a 
landing  at  some  point:  the  principal  thing  to  be  guarded 
against  was  not  to  prevent  it;  for,  since  the  loss  of  the 
gun  boats,  any  attempt  of  this  kind  could  only  be  re- 
garded as  hopeless:  but,  by  preserving  a  constant  vigi- 
lance, and  thereby  having  the  earliest  intelligence  of 
their  approach,  they  might  be  met  at  the  very  threshold, 
and  opposed.  Small  guard  boats  were  constantly  ply- 
ing on  the  lakes,  to  watch,  and  give  information  of  every 
movement.  Some  of  these  had  come  in,  late  on  the 
evening  of  the  22d,  and  reported  that  all  was  quiet,  and 
that  no  unfavourable  appearance  portended  in  that  di- 
rection. With  such  vigilance,  constantly  exercised,  it  is 
truly  astonishing  that  the  enemy  should  have  effected  an 
invasion,  and  succeeded  in  disembarking  so  large  a  force 
without  the  slightest  information  being  had,  until  they 
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were  accidentally  discovered  emerging  fronn  the  swamp 
and  woods,  about  seven  miles  below  the  city:  why  it  so 
happened,  traitors  may  conjecture,  although  the  truth  is 
yet  unknown.  The  general  impression  is,  that  it  was 
through  information  given  by  a  small  party  of  Spanish 
fishermen,  that  so  secret  a  disembarkation  was  effected. 
Several  of  them  had  settled  at  the  mouth  of  this  bayou, 
•and  supported  themselves  by  fish  which  they  caught,  and 
vended  in  the  market  at  New  Orleans.  Obstructions,  as 
we  have  already  stated,  had  been  ordered  to  be  made 
on  every  inlet,  and  the  Louisiana  militia  been  despatched 
for  that  purpose.  This  place  had  not  received  the  at- 
tention its  importance  merited:  nor  was  it  until  the  22d, 
that  general  Villery,  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order,  had  placed  here  a  small  detachment  of  men. — ■ 
Towards  day,  the  enemy,  silently  proceeding  up  the 
bayou,  landed,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  whole  of 
this  party,  but  two,  who  fleeing  to  the  swamp,  endeavor- 
ed to  reach  the  city;  but,  owing  to  the  thick  undergrowth 
and  briars,  which  rendered  it  almost  impei'vious,  they 
did  not  arrive  until  after  the  enemy  had  reached  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  been  discovered. 

Bayou  Bienvenu,  through  which  the  British  effected 
a  landing,  is  an  arm  of  considerable  width,  stretching 
towards  the  Mississippi  from  lake  Borgne,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  south-east  of  New  Orleans.  It  had  been 
reported  to  general  Jackson  on  the  23d,  that,  on  the  day 
before,  several  strange  sail  had  been  descried  off  Terre 
au  Boeuf.  To  ascertain  correctly  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment, majors  Tatum  and  Latour,  topographical  engi- 
neers, had  been  sent  off,  vrith  orders  to  proceed  in  that 
direction,  and  learn  if  any  thing  were  attempting  there. 
It  was  towards  noon  of  the  23d,  when  they  started. — 
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Approaching  general  Villery's  plantation,  and  perceiv- 
ing at  a  distance,  soldiers,  and  persons  fleeing  hastily 
away,  they  at  once  supposed  the  enemy  had  arrived. 
What,  however,  was  but  surmise,  was  presently,  and  on 
nearerobservation,  rendered  certain;  and  it  was  now  no 
longer  a  doubt,  but  that  the  British  had  landed,  in  con- 
siderable force,  and  had  actually  gained,  unobserved, 
the  house  of  general  Villery,  on  the  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, where  they  had  surprised  and  made  prisoners,  a 
company  of  militia,  there  posted. 

Major  Tatum,  hastening  back,  announced  his  discove- 
ry. Preparations  to  act  were  immediately  made  by  ge- 
neral Jackson.  Believing  that  to  act  speedily  was  of 
the  highest  importance,  the  signal  guns  were  fired,  and 
expresses  sent  forward,  to  concentrate  his  forces;  re- 
solving that  night  to  meet  the  invaders,  and  try  his  own 
and  their  firmness. 


^1 


CHAPTER  IX. 

General  Jackson  concentrates  his  forces,  and  marches  to  fight 
the  enemy. — Alarms  of  the  city. — Anecdote. — Mode  of  at- 
tack, and  battle  of  the  23d  of  December. — British  reinforce- 
ments arrive  during  the  action. — Arrival  of  general  Car- 
rolCs  division. — Our  army  retires  from  the  field. — Effects 
of  this  battle. — Jackson  establishes  a  line  of  defence. — Gen- 
eral Morgan  is  ordered  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississip- 
pi.— Destruction  and  loss  of  the  Caroline  schooner. — Battle 
of  the  28th  December. — Conduct  of  the  legislature  of  Lou- 
isiana; their  deliberations  suspended. — Scarcity  of  arms  in 
the  American  camp. —  Col.  Hinds. 

The  hour  to  test  the  bravery  of  his  troops  had  now 
arrived.  The  approach  of  the  enemy,  flushed  with  the 
hope  of  easy  victory,  was  announced  to  Jackson  a  little 
after  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  too  ma- 
ny reasons,  assuring  him  of  the  necessity  of  acting  speed- 
ily, to  hesitate  a  moment  on  the  course  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued. Could  he  assail  them,  and  obtain  even  a  partial 
advantage,  it  might  be  beneficial — it  might  arrest  disaf- 
fection— buoy  up  the  despondent — determine  the  wa- 
vering, and  bring  within  his  reach  resources  for  to-mor- 
row, which  might  wholly  fail,  should  fear  once  take  pos- 
session of  the  public  mind.  It  was  a  moment,  too,  of  all 
others,  most  propitious  to  success.  He  well  knew  the 
greater  part  of  his  troops  were  inured  to  marching  and 
feitigue,  while  those  opposed  to  him  had  just  been  land- 
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ed  from  a  long  voyage,  and  were  as  yet  without  activity, 
and  unfitted  for  bodily  exertion.  Moreover,  a  part  only 
might  have  arrived  from  the  shipping,  while  the  remain- 
der would  be  certainly  disembarked  as  early  as  possible. 
These  circumstances  seemed  to  augment,  in  his  behalf, 
the  chances  of  victory,  if  now  sought ;  but  if  deferred, 
they  might,  in  a  little  time,  disappear.  He  resolved,  at 
all  events,  to  margh,  and  that  night  give  them  battle. — ■ 
Generals  Coffee  and  Carroll  were  ordered  to  proceed 
immediately  from  their  encampment,  and  join  him,  with 
all  haste.  Although  four  miles  above,  they  arrived  in 
the  city  in  less  than  two  hours  after  the  order  had  been 
issued.  These  forces,  with  the  seventh  and  forty-fourth 
regiments,  the  Louisiana  troops,  and  colonel  Hinds'  dra- 
goons, from  Mississippi,  constituted  the  strength  of  his  ar- 
my, which  could  be  carried  into  action  against  an  enemy 
whose  numbers,  at  this  time,  could  only  be  conjectured. 
It  was  thought  advisable  that  general  Carroll  and  his  di- 
vision should  be  disposed  in  the  rear,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  no  correct  information  of  the  force  landed 
through  Villery's  canal,  and  because  Jackson  feared 
that  this  probably  might  be  merely  a  feint  intended  to 
divert  his  attention,  while  a  much  stronger  and  more  nu- 
merous division,  having  already  gained  some  point  high- 
er on  the  lake,  might,  by  advancing  in  his  absence,  gain 
his  rear,  and  succeed  in  their  designs.  Uncertain  of 
their  movements,  it  was  essential  he  should  be  prepared 
for  the  worst,  and,  by  different  dispositions  of  his  troops, 
be  ready  to  resist,  in  whatever  quarter  he  might  be  as- 
sailed. Carroll,  therefore,  at  the  head  of  his  division, 
and  governor  Claiborne,  with  the  state  militia,  were  di- 
rected to  take  post  on  the  Gentilly  road,  which  leads 
from  Chef  Menteur  to  New  Orleans,  and  to  defend  it  to 
the  last  extremity. 
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Alarm  p«rvaxJed  the  city.  The  marching  and  coun= 
termarching  of  the  troops — -the  prosimity  of  the  enemy — 
with  the  approaching  contest,  and  uncertainty  of  the  is- 
sue, had  excited  a  general  fear.  Already  might  the 
British  be  on  their  way,  and  at  hand,  before  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  could  be  made  to  oppose  them.  To 
prevent  this,  colonel  Hayne,  with  two  companies  of  ri- 
flemen, and  the  Mississippi  dragoons,  was  sent  forward  to 
reconnoitre  their  camp,  learn  ther  position  and  their 
number;  and,  in  the  event  they  should  be  found  advan- 
cing, to  harass  and  oppose  them  at  every  step,  until  the 
main  body  should  arrive. 

Rvery  thing  being  ready,  general  Jackson  commenced 
his  march,  to  meet  and  fight  the  veteran  troops  of  Eng- 
land. An  inconsiderable  circumstance,  at  this  moment, 
evinced  what  unlimited  confidence  was  reposed  in  his 
skill  and  bravery.  As  his  troops  were  marching  through 
the  city,  his  ears  were  assailed  with  the  screams  and 
cries  of  innumerable  females,  who  had  collected  on  the 
way,  and  seemed  to  apprehend  the  worst  of  consequen- 
ces. Feeling  for  their  distresses,  and  anxious  to  quiet 
them,  he  directed  Mr.  Livingston,  one  of  his  aids-de- 
camp, to  address  them  in  the  French  language.  "  Say 
to  them,"  said  he,  "  not  to  be  alarmed :  the  enemy  shall 
never  reach  the  city."  It  operated  like  an  electric 
shock.  To  know  that  he  himself  w  as  not  apprehensive 
of  a  fatal  result,  inspired  them  with  altered  feelings;  sor- 
row was  ended,  and  their  grief  converted  into  hope  and 
confidence. 

The  general  arrived  in  view^  of  the  enemy  a  little  before 
dark.  Having  previously  asceriained  from  coloi^elHayne^ 
who  had  been  sent  in  advance,  their  posilion,  and  that 
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their  strength  was  about  two  thousand  men,*  he  immedi- 
ately concerted  the  mode  of  attack,  and  hastered  to  exe- 
cute it.  Commodore  Patterson,  who  commanded  the  na- 
val forces  on  this  station,  with  captain  Henly,  on  board  the 
Caroline,  had  been  directed  to  drop  down, anchor  in  front 
of  their  line,  and  open  upon  them  from  the  guns  of  the 
schooner;  this  being  the  appointed  signal,  when  given,  the 
attack  was  to  be  waged  simultaneously  on  all  sides.  The 
fires  from  their  camp  disclosed  their  position,  and  showed 
their  encampment,  formed  with  the  left  resting  on  the  ri- 
ver, and  extending  at  right  angles  into  the  open  field. — 
General  Cofiee,  with  his  brigade,  colonel  Hinds'  dragoons? 
and  captain  Deal's  company  of  riflemen,  was  ordered  to 
oblique  to  the  left,  and,  by  a  circuitous  route  avoid  their 
piquets,  and  endeavour  to  turn  their  right  wing;  having 
succeeded  in  this,  to  form  his'  line,  and  press  the  enemy 
towards  the  river,  where  they  would  be  exposed  more 
completely  to  the  fire  of  the  Caroline.  The  rest  of  the 
troops,  consisting  of  the  regulars,  Pic » die's  city  volun- 
teers, Daquin's  coloured  troops,  the  artillery  under  lieu- 
tenant Spotts,  supported  by  a  company  of  marines  com- 
manded by  colonel  M'Kee,  advanced  on  the  road  along 
the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  were  commanded  by 
Jackson  in  person. 

General  Coffee  with  silence  and  caution  had  advan^ 
ced  beyond  their  piquets,  next  the  swamp,  and  nearly 
reached  the  point  1o  which  he  was  ordered,  when  a 
broadside  from  the  Caroline  announced  the  battle  begun. 
Patterson  had  proceeded  slowly,  giving  time,  as  he  be- 

*Thi8  opinion,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  was  incorrect.     The 
,      number  of  the  enemy,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  was 
'^    three  thousand,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  increased  by  additional 
forces :  our  strength  did  not  exceed  two  thousand. 
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iieved,  for  the  execution  of  those  arrangements  contem- 
plated on  the  shore.  So  sanguine  had  the  British  been 
in  the  behef  that  they  would  be  kindly  received,  and  lit- 
tle opposition  attempted,  that  the  Caroline  floated  by  the 
sentinels,  and  anchored  before  their  camp,  without  any 
kind  of  molestation.  On  passing  the  front  piquet,  she 
was  hailed  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  but  not  returning  an 
answer,  no  further  question  was  made.  This,  added  to 
some  other  attendant  circumstances,  confirmed  the  opin- 
ion that  they  beheved  her  a  vessel  laden  with  pravisions, 
which  had  been  sent  out  from  New  Orleans,  and  was  in- 
tended for  them.  Having  reached  what,  from  theii 
fires,  appeared  to  be  the  centre  of  their  encampment* 
her  anchoi-9  were  cast,  and  her  character  and  business 
disclosed  from  her  guns.  So  unexpected  an  attack  pro- 
duced a  momentary  confusion;  but,  recoveiing,she  was 
answered  by  a  discharge  of  musketry,  and  flight  of  con. 
greve  rockets,  which  passed  without  injury,  while  the 
grape  and  canister  from  her  guns,  were  pouring  destruc- 
tively <yn  them.  To  take  away  the  certainty  of  aim  af- 
forded by  the  light  from  their  fires,  these  were  immedi- 
ately extinguished,  and  they  retired  two  or  three  hund- 
red yards  into  the  open  field,  if  not  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  cannon,  at  least  to  a  distance,  where,  by  the  darkness 
of  the  nigiit,  they  would  be  protected. 

Coffee  had  dismounted  his  men,  and  turned  his  horses 
loose,  at  a  large  ditch,  next  the  swamp,  in  the  rear  of  La- 
rond's  plantation,  and  gained,,  as  he  believed,  the  centre 
ot  the  enemy's  line,  when  the  signal  from  the  Caroline 
reached  him.  He  directly  wheeled  his  columns  in,  and 
extendiiig  his  line  parallel  with  the  river,  moved  towards 
their  camp.  He  had  advanced  scarcely  more 'than  a 
liundred  yards,  when  he  received  a  heavy  fire,  from  a 
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line  formed  in  his  front;  this,  to  him,  was  an  unexpected 
circumstatKie,  as  he  supposed  the  enemy  lying  principal- 
ly  at  a  distance,  and  that  the  only  opposition  he  should 
meet,  until  he  approached  towards  the  levee,*  would  be 
from  their  advanced  pickets.  The  circumstance  of  his 
coming  in  contact  with  them  so  soon,  was  owing  to  the 
severe  attack  of  t!ie  schooner,  which  had  compelled  the 
enemy  to  abandon  their  camp,  and  form  without  the  reach 
of  her  guns.  The  moon  shone,  but  reflected  her  light 
too  feebly  to  discover  objects  at  a  distance.  The  only 
mean,  therefore,  of  producing  certain  effect,  with  the 
kind  of  force  engaged,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  rifle- 
men, was  not  to  venture  at  random,  but  to  discharge 
their  pieces  only  when  there  should  be  a  certainty  of 
felling  the  "object.  This  order  being  given,  the  line 
pressed  on,  and  having  gained-a  position  near  enough  to 
distinguish,  a  general  fire  was  given;  it  was  well  direct- 
ed, and  too  severe  and  destructive  to  be  withstood;  the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  retreated, — rallied, — formed, — • 
were  charged,  and  again  retreated.  Our  gallant  yeo- 
manry, led  by  their  brave  commander,  urged  feailesslj 
on,  and  drove  their  invaders  from  every  position  they  at- 
tempted to  maintain.  Their  general  was  under  no  ne- 
cessity to  encourage  and  allure  them  to  deeds  of  valour: 
his  own  example  was  suflScient  to  excite  them.  Always 
in  the  midst,  he  displayed  a  coolness  and  disregard  of 

*  Banks  thrown  up  on  the  margin  of  the  river  to  confine  the 
stream  to  its  bed  ;  and  which  are  extended  along  the  MiEsissippi  on 
both  sides,  from  the  termination  of  the  highlands,  near  Baton  Rouge. 
Frequently  the  river  in  its  vernal  floods  rises  above  the  elevation 
of  the  plains,  and  then  the  security  of  the  country  depends  on  the 
strength  of  those  levees ;  they  not  unfrequently  break,  when  incal- 
culable injury  is  the  .consequence. 
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danger,  calling  to  his  troops,  tliat  ittey  haei  often  said 
they  could  fight — now  was  the  time  to  prove  it. 

The  enemy,  driven  back  by  the  resolute  firmness  and 
ardour  of  the  assailants,  had  now  reached  a  grove  of  or- 
ange trees,  with  a  ditch  running  past  it,  protected  by  a 
fence  on  the  margin.  Here  they  were  halted  and  form- 
ed for  battle.  It  was  a  favorable  position,  promising  se- 
curity, and  was  occupied  with  a  confidence  they  could 
not  be  forced  to  yield  it.  Coffee's  dauntless  yeomanry, 
strengthened  in  their  hopes  of  success,  moved  on,  nor 
discovered  the  advantages  against  them,  until  a  fire  from 
the  entire  British  line  showed  their  position  and  defence. 
A  sudden  check  was  given;  but  it  was  only  momentary, 
for  gathering  fresh  ardour,  they  charged  across  the  ditch^ 
gave  a  deadly  and  destructive  fire,  and  forced  them  to 
retire.  The  retreat  continued,  until  gaining  a  similar 
position,  the  enemy  made  another  stand,  and  were  again 
driven  from  it  with  considerable  loss. 

Thus  the  battle  raged  on  the  left  wing,  until  the  Bri- 
tish reached  the  bank  of  the  river;  here  a  determined 
stand  was  made,  and  further  encroachments  resisted:  for 
half  an  hour  the  conflict  was  extremely  violent  on  both 
sides.  The  American  troops  could  not  be  driven  from 
their  purpose,  nor  the  British  made  to  yield  their  ground ; 
but  at  length,  having  suffered  greatly,  the  latter  were 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  refuge  behind  the  levee, 
which  afforded  a  breast-work,  and  protected  them  from 
the  fatal  fire  of  our  riflemen.  Coffee,  unacquainted 
with  their  position,  for  the  darkness  had  greatly  inci'ea- 
sed,  already  contemplated  again  to  charge  them ;  bu  t  one 
of  his  officers,  who  had  discovered  the  advantage  their 
situation  gave  them,  assured  him  it  was  too  hazardous; 
that  they  could  be  driven  no  further,  and  would,  from  the 
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.point  tbey  occupied,  resist  with  the  bayonet,  and  repel, 
with  considerable  loss,  any  attempt  that  nnight  be  made 
to  dislodge  them.  The  place  of  their  retirement  was 
covered  in  front  by  a  strong  bank,  which  had  been  ex- 
tended into  the  field, to  keep  out  the  river,in  consequence 
of  the  first  being  encroached  upon,  and  undermined 
in  several  places:  the  former,  however,  was  still  entire, 
in  many  parts,  which  interposing  between  them  and  the 
Mississippi,  afforded  security  from  the  broadsides  of  the 
schooner,  which  lay  off  at  some  distance.  A  further 
apprehension,  lest,  by  moving  still  nearer  to  the  river, 
he  might  greatly  expose  himself  to  the  fire  of  the  Caro- 
line, which  was  yet  spiritedly  maintaining  the  contlictj 
induced  Coffee  to  retire  until  he  could  hear  from  the 
commanding  general,  and  receive  his  further  orders. 

During  this  time,  the  right  wing  under  Jackson,  had 
been  no  less  prompt  and  active.  A  detachment  of  ar- 
tillery, under  lieutenant  Spotts,  supported  by  sixty  ma- 
rines, and  constituting  the  advance,  had  moved  down 
the  road  next  the  levee.  On  their  left  was  the  seventh 
regiment  of  infantry,  led  by  major  Piere.  The  forty- 
fourth,  commanded  by  major  Baker,  was  formed  on  the 
extreme  left;  while  Plauche's  and  Daquin's  battalions 
of  city  guards,  were  directed  to  be  posted  in  the  centre, 
between  the  seventh  and  forty-fourth.  The  general 
had  ordered  coloicl  Ross,  who,  during  the  night, 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  brigadier-general,  for  he  was 
without  a  brigadier,  on  hearing  the  sig!;al  from  the  Car- 
oline, to  move  otr  by  heads  of  companies,  a;id,  on  reach- 
ing the  enemy's  line,  to  deploy,  and  unite  the  left  wing 
of  his  command  with  the  right  of  general  Coffee's. — 
Ti  is  order  was  omi  'cd  to  be  executed;  and  the  conse- 
quence was  an  early  inlrod action  of  contusion  in  the 
23 
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ranks,  whereby  was  prevented  the  important  design  of 
uniting  the  two  divisions. 

Instead  of  moving  in  column  from  the  first  position, 
the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  seventh  regiment, 
next  the  person  of  the  general,  which  advanced  agreea- 
bly to  the  instructions  that  had  t^een  given,  were  formed 
and  marched  in  extended  hne.  Having  sufficient  ground 
to  form  on  at  first,  no  inconvenience  was  at  the  moment 
sustained;  but  this  advantage  presently  failing,  the  cen- 
tre became  compressed,  and  was  forced  in  the  rear. — 
The  river,  from  where  they  were  formed,  gradually  in- 
clined to  the  left,  and  diminished  the  space  originally 
possessed:  farther  in  stood  Larond^'s  house,  surrounded 
by  a  grove  of  clustered  orange  trees:  this  pressing  the 
left,  and  the  river  the  right  wing  to  the  centre,  formed  a 
curve,  which  presently  threw  the  principal  part  of 
Plauche's  and  Daquin's  battalions  without  the  line. — 
This  incovenience  might  have  been  remedied,  but  for 
the  briskness  of  the  advance,  and  for  the  darkness  of  the 
night.  A  heavy  fire  from  behind  a  fence,  immediately 
before  them,  had  brought  the  enemy  to  view.  Acting 
in  obedierxe  to  their  orders,  not  to  waste  their  ammuni- 
tion at  random,  our  troops  had  pressed  forward  against 
the  opposition  in  their  front,  and  thereby  threw  those 
battalions  in  the  rear. 

A  fog  rising  from  the  river,  and  which,  added  to  the 
smoke  from  the  guns,  was  covering  the  plain,  gradually 
diminished  the  liUle  light  shed  by  the  moon,  and  gready 
increased  the  darkness  of  the  night:  no  clue  was  left  to 
ascertain  how  or  where  the  enemy  were  silualed. — 
There  was  no  alternative  but  to  move  on,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  fire,  which  subjected  the  assailants  to  ma- 
terial disadvantages.      The  Britisl),  driven  from  their 
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first  position,  had  retired  back,  and  occupied  another, 
behind  a  deep  ditch,  that  ran  out  of  the  Mississippi  to- 
wards tlie  swamp,  on  the  margin  of  which  was  a  wood 
railed  fence.  Here,  strengthened  by  increased  numbers 
thej  again  opposed  the  advance  of  our  troops.  Haying 
waited  until  they  had  approached  sufficiently  near  to  be 
discovered,  from  their  fastnesses  they  discharged  a  fire 
upon  the  advancing  army.  Instantly  our  battery  was 
formed,  and  poured  destructively  upon  them;  while  the 
infantry  pressing  forward,  aided  in  the  conflict,  which  at 
this  point  was  for  some  time  spiritedly  maintained.  At 
this  moment,  a  brisk  sally  was  made  upon  our  advance, 
when  the  marines,  unequal  to  the  assault,  w:ere  already 
giving  way.  The  adjutant-general,  and  colonels  Piatt 
and  Chotard,  with  a  part  of  the  seventh,  hastening  to 
their  support,  drove  the  enemy,  and  saved  the  artillery 
from  capture.  General  Jackson,  perceiving  the  decided 
advantages  which  were  derived  from  the  position  they 
occupied,  ordered  their  line  to  be  charged.  It  was 
obeyed  with  cheerfulness,  and  executed  with  prompt- 
ness. Pressing  on,  our  troops  gained  the  ditch,  and  pour- 
ing across  it  a  well  aimed  fire,  compelled  them  to  retreat 
and  to  abandon  their  entrenchment.  The  plain,  on 
which  they  were  contending,  was  cut  to  pieces,  by  ra- 
ce? from  the  river,  to  convey  the  water  to  the  swamp. — 
The  enemy  were,  therefore,  very  soon  enabled  to  occupy 
another  position,  equally  favorable  with  the  one  whence 
they  had  been  just  driven,  where  they  formed  for  battle, 
and  for  some  time,  gallantly  maintained  themselves ;  but 
which,  at  length,  and  after  stubborn  resistance,  they  were 
forced  to  yield. 

The  enemy,  discovering  the  firm  and  obstinate  advance 
oade  by  the  right  wing  of  the  American  army,  and  pre- 
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sumirig  perhaps  thdt  its  principal  strength  was  posted 
on  the  road,  formed  the  i  itention  of  attacking  violently 
the  left.  Obliquing,  for  this  purpose,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  turn  it.  At  this  moment,  Daquin's  and  the  bat- 
tahon  of  city  guards,  being  marched  up,  and  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  forty-fourth  regiment,  met  and  repulsed 
^em. 

The  particular  moment  of  the  contest  prevented  ma- 
ny of  those  benefits  which  might  have  been  derived 
from  the  artillery.  The  darkness  of  the  night  was  such, 
that  the  blaze  of  the  enemy's  musketry  was  the  only 
light  afforded  by  which  to  determine  their  position,  or 
be  capable  of  taking  our  own  to  advantage;  yet,  not- 
withstanding, it  greatly  annoyed  them,  whenever  it 
could  be  brought  to  bear.  Directed  by  lieutenant 
Spotts,  a  vigilant  and  skilful  officer,  with  men  to  aid  him 
who  looked  to  nothing  but  a  zealous  discharge  of  their 
duty,  the  most  essential  and  important  services  were  ren- 
dered. 

The  enemy  had  been  thrice  assailed  and  beaten,  and 
for  nearly  a  mile  compelled  to  yield  their  ground.  They 
had  now  retired,  and,  if  found,  were  to  be  sought  for 
amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night.  The  general  deter- 
mined to  halt,  and  ascertain  Coffee's  position  and  suc- 
cess, previously  to  waging  the  battle  further;  for  as  yet 
no  communication  had  passed  between  them.  He  en- 
tertained no  doubt,  from  the  brisk  firing  in  that  direc- 
tion, but  that  he  had  been  warmly  engaged ;  but  this  had 
BOW  nearly  subsided;  the  Caroline,  too,  had  almost  ceas- 
ed her  operations ;  it  being  only  occasionallj,  that  the 
Doise  of  her  guns  disclosed  the  little  opportunity  she  pos- 
sessed of  acting  efficiently. 

The  expre&s  despatched  to  general  Jackson,  from  the 
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left  wing,  having  reached  him,  he  determined  to  prose- 
cute the  successes  he  had  gained,  no  further.  The  dark- 
ness of  the  night — the  confusion  into  which  his  own  di- 
vision had  been  thrown,  and  a  similar  disaster  produced 
on  the  part  of  CotFee,  all  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  re- 
tiring from  the  field,  and  abandoning  the  contest.  The 
bravery  and  firmness  already  displayed  by  his  troops, 
had  induced  with  him  a  belief  that  by  pressing  forward, 
he  might  capture  the  whole  British  army:  at  any  rate,  he 
considered  it  but  a  game  of  venture  and  hazard,  which, 
if  unsuccessful,  could  not  occasion  his  own  defeat.  If 
incompetent  to  its  execution,  and  superior  numbers,  or 
superior  discipline,  should  compel  him  to  recede  from 
the  effort,  he  well  knew  the  enemy  would  not  have  te- 
merity enough  to  attempt  pursuit.  The  extreme  dark- 
ness— their  entire  ignorance  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  an  apprehension  lest  their  forces  might  be  great- 
ly out-numbered,  afforded  sufficient  reasons  on  which  to 
ground  a  belief,  that  although  beaten  from  his  purpose, 
he  would  yet  have  it  in  his  power  to  retire  in  safety:  but 
on  the  arrival  of  the  express  from  general  Coffee,  learn- 
ing the  strong  position  to  which  the  enemy  had  retired, 
and  that  a  part  of  the  left  wing  had  been  detached,  and 
were  inall  probability  captured,  he  determined  to  retire 
from  the  contest,  nor  attempt  a  further  prosecution  of  his 
successes.  General  Coffee  was  accordingly  directed  to 
withdraw,  and  take  a  position  at  Larond's  plantation, 
where  the  line  had  been  first  formed:  and  thither  the 
troops  on  the  right  were  also  ordered  to  be  marched. 

The  last  charge  made  by  the  left  wing,  had  separated, 

from  the  main  body,  colonels  Dyer  and  Gibson,  with  two 

hundred  men,  and  captain  Beal's  company  of  riflemen. 

What  might  be  their  fate ;  •-''''•ether  they  were  captured, 

23* 
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or  had  effected  their  retreat,  was,  at  this  time,  altogether 
uncertain ;  be  tliat  as  it  might,  Coffee's  command  was 
thereby  considerably  weakened. 

Colonel  Dyer,  who  commanded  the  extreme  left,  on 
clearing  the  grove,  after  the  enemy  bad  retired,  was 
marching  in  a  direction  where  he  expected  to  find  gene- 
ral Coffee;  he  very  soon  discovered  a  force  in  front, and 
halting  his  men,  hastened  towards  it;  arriving  within  a 
short  distance,  he  was  hailed,  ordered  to  stop,  and  report 
to  whom  he  beloi.ged;  Dyer,  and  Gibson,  his  lieutenant- 
colonel,  who  had  accompanied  him,  advanced,  and  stated 
they  were  of  Coffee's  brigade;  by  this  time  they  had 
arrived  within  a  short  distance  of  the  line,  and  perceiv- 
ing that  the  name  of  the  brigade  they  had  stated  was  not 
undertood,  their  apprehensions  were  awakened,  lest  it 
might  be  a  detachment  of  the  enemy ;  in  this  opinion, 
they  were  immediately  confirmed,  and  wheeling  io  re- 
turn, were  fired  on  and  pursued.  Gibson  had  scarcely 
started,  when  he  fell;  before  he  could  recover,  a  soldier, 
quicker  than  the  rest,  had  reached  him,  and  pinned  him 
to  the  ground  with  his  boyonet;  fortunately  the  stab  had 
but  slightly  wounded  him,  and  he  was  only  held  by  his 
clothes :  thus  pinioned,  and  perceiving  others  to  be  brisk- 
ly advancing,  but  a  moment  was  left  for  deliberation ; — 
making  a  violent  exertion,  and  springing  to  his  feet,  he 
threw  his  assailant  to  the  ground,  and  made  good  his 
retreat.  Colonel  Dyer  had  retreated  about  fifty  yards, 
when  his  horse  dropped  dead;  entangled  in  the  fall,  and 
slightly  wounded  in  the  thigh,  there  was  little  prospect 
of  relief,  for  the  enemy  were  briskly  advancing:  his  men 
being  near  at  hand,  he  ordered  them  to  advance  and  fire, 
which  checked  their  approach,  and  enabled  him  to  es- 
<?ape.    Being  now  at  the  head  of  bis  command,  perceiv- 
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ins  an  enemy  in  a  direction  he  had  not  expected,  and 
uncertain  how  or  where  he  might  find  general  Coffee, 
he  determined  to  seek  him  to  the  right,  aid  movirg  on 
with  his  little  band,  forced  his  way  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  with  the  loss  of  sixty-three  of  his  men,  who  were 
killed  and  taken.  Captain  Beal,  with  equal  bravery, 
charged  through  the  enemy,  carrying  off  some  prisoners, 
and  losing  several  of  his  own  company. 

This  reinforcemeiit  of  the  British  had  arrived  from 
bayou  Bienvenu,  after  night.  Tl^e  boats  that  larded 
the  first  detachment,  had  proceeded  back  to  the  ship- 
ping, and  having  returned,  were  on  their  way  up  the 
bayou,when  they  heard  the  guns  of  the  Carolire;  movii.g 
hastily  on  to  the  assistance  of  those  who  had  debarked 
before  them,  they  reached  the  shore,  and  knowirg  uo- 
thing  of  the  situation  of  the  two  armies,  during  the  en- 
gagement advanced  in  the  rear  of  general  Coffee's  bri- 
gade. Coming  in  contact  with  colonel  Dyer  and  cap- 
tain Beal,  they  filed  off  to  the  left,  and  reciched  the  Bri- 
tish lines. 

This  detached  part  of  Coffee's  brigade,  unable  to  unite 
with,  or  find  him,  retired  to  the  place  where  they  had 
first  formed,  and  joined  colonel  Hinds'  dragoons,  which 
had  remained  on  the  ground  where  the  troops  had  first 
dismounted,  that  they  might  cover  their  retreat,  in  th© 
event  it  became  necessary. 

Jackson  had  gone  into  this  battle  confident  of  success  5 
and  his  arrangements  were  such  as  would  have  insured  it, 
even  to  a  much  greater  extent,  but  for  the  intervention 
of  circumstances  that  were  not,  and  could  not  be  fore- 
seen. The  Caroline  had  given  her  signals,  and  com- 
menced the  battle,  a  little  too  early,  before  Coffee  bad 
reached  and  taken  bis  position,  and  before  every  thing 


^72 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON. 


was  fully  in  readfness,  to  attain  the  objects  designed; 
but  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  confusion  introduced  at 
first  into  the  ranks,  which  checked  the  rapidity  of  his 
advance,  gave  the  enemy  time  for  preparation,  and  pre- 
vented his  division  from  uniting  with  the  right  wing  of 
general  CoSfee's  brigade. 

Colonel  Hinds,  with  one  hundred  ar.d  eighty  dragoons, 
was  not  brought  iiito  acUon  during  the  night.  Inter, 
spersed  as  the  plain  was,  with  innumerable  ditches,  di- 
verging in  different  directions,  it  was  impossible  that 
cavalry  could  act  to  any  kind  of  advantage:  they  were 
now  formed  in  advance,  to  watch,  until  morning,  the 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

From  the  experiment  just  made,  Jackson  believed  it 
would  be  in  his  power,  on  renewing  the  attack,  to  cap- 
ture the  British  army:  he  concluded,  therefore,  to  order 
down  to  his  assistance  general  Carroll  with  his  division, 
and  to  assail  them  again  at  the  dawn  of  day.     Directing 
governor  Claiborne  to  remain  at  his  post,  with  the  Lou- 
isiana militia,  for  the  defence  of  an  important  pass  to  the 
city,  the  Gentilly  road,  he  despatched  an  express  to  Car- 
roll, stating  to  him,  that,  in  the  event  there  had  been  no 
appearance  of  a  force  during  the  night,  in  the  direction 
of  Chef  Menteur,  to  hasten  and  join  him  with  the  troops 
under  his   command:  this  order  was  executed  by  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning.     Previously,  however,  to  his  ar- 
rival, a  different  determination  was  made.     From  pri- 
soners who  had  been  brought  in,  and  through  deserters 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  during 
the  battle,  was  four  thousand,  and,  with  the  reinforce- 
ments which  had  reached  them,  after  its  commeiicement, 
and  during  the  action,  their  force  could  not  be  less  than 
six;  at  any  rate,  it  would  greatly  exceed  his  own,  even 
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after  the  Tennessee  division  should  be  added.  Although 
very  decided  advantages  had  been  obtaiued,  jet  they  liad 
been  procured  under  circumstances  that  might  be  whollj 
lost  in  a  contest  waged  in  open  day,  between  forces  so 
disproportionate,  and  by  undisciplined  troops,  against 
veteran  soldiers.  Jackson  well  knew  it  was  incumbent 
upon  him  to  act  a  part  entirely  defensive:  should  the 
attempt  to  gain  and  destroy  the  city  succeed,  numerous 
difficulties  would  present  themselves,  which  might  be 
avoided,  so  long  as  he  could  hold  the  enemy  in  check, 
and  halt  him  in  his  designs.  Prompted  by  these  coa- 
siderations,  that  it  was  important  to  pursue  a  course 
calculated  to  assure  safety;  and  believing  it  attainable 
in  no  way  so  effectually,  as  in  occupyir  g  some  poii.t,  and 
by  the  strength  he  might  give  it,  compensate  for  the  in- 
feriority of  his  numbers,  and  their  want  of  discipline,  he 
determined  to  forbear  all  further  offensive  efforts  until 
he  could  more  certainly  discover  the  views  of  the  enemyp 
and  until  the  Kentucky  troops,  which  had  not  yet  arrived, 
should  reach  him.  Pursuing  this  idea,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  having  ordered  colonel  Hinds  to  occupj 
the  ground  he  was  then  abandoning,  and  to  observe  the 
enemy  closely,  he  fell  back,  and  formed  his  line  behind 
a  deep  ditch  that  stretched  to  the  swamp  at  right  angles 
from  the  river.  There  were  two  circumstances  strongly 
recommending  the  importance  of  this  place:  the  swamp, 
which,  from  the  high  lands  at  Baton  Rouge,  skirts  the 
river  at  irregular  distances,  and  in  many  places  is  almost 
impervious,  had  here  approached  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  Mississippi,  and  hence,  from  the  narrowness 
of  the  pass,  was  more  easily  to  be  defended ;  added  to 
which,  there  was  a  deep  canal,  whence  the  dirt  being 
^rown  on  the  upper  side,  already  farmed  a  tolerably 
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work  of  defence.  Behind  this,  his  troops  were  formed, 
and  proper  measures  adopted  for  increasing  its  strength, 
with  a  determination  never  to  abandon  it:  but  there  to 
resist  to  the  last,  and  valiantly  to  defend  those  rights 
which  were  sought  to  be  outraged  and  destroyed. 

Promptitude  in  decision,  and  activity  in  execution, 
constituted  the  leading  traits  of  Jackson's  character. — 
No  sooner  had  he  resolved  on  the  course  which  he 
thought  necessary  to  be  pursued,  than  with  every  pos- 
sible despatch  he  hastened  to  its  completion.  Before 
him  was  an  army  proud  of  its  name,  and  distinguished 
foi  its  deeds  of  valour.  Opposed  to  which  was  his  own 
unbending  spirit,  and  an  inferior,  undisciplined  and  un- 
armed force.  He  conceived,  therefore,  that  his  was  a 
defensive  policy;  that  by  prudence  and  caution  he  would 
be  able  to  preserve,  what  offensive  operation  might  have 
a  tendency  to  endanger.  Hence,  with  activity  and  in- 
dustry, based  on  a  hope  of  ultimate  success,  he  com- 
menced his  plan  of  defence,  determining  to  fortify  him- 
self effectually  as  the  peril  and  pressure  of  the  moment 
would  permit.  When  to  expect  attack  he  could  not 
tell;  preparation  and  readiness  to  meet  it,  was  for  him 
to  determine  on — all  else  was  for  the  enemy.  Promptly, 
therefore,  he  proceeded  with  his  system  of  defence;  and 
with  such  thoughtfulness  and  anxiety,  that  until  the 
night  of  the  27th,  when  his  line  was  completed,  he  never 
slept,  or  for  a  moment  closed  his  eyes.  Resting  his  hope 
of  safety  here,  he  was  every  where,  through  the  night, 
present,  encouraging  his  troops,  and  hastening  a  com- 
pletion of  the  work.  The  concern  and  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  mighty  object  before  him,  were  such  as 
overcame  the  demand  of  nature,  and  for  five  days  and 
jfour  nights,  he  was  witliout  sleep  and  constantly  era- 


IIFE  OP  GENERAL  JACKSON.  275 

ployed.  His  line  of  defence  being  completed  on  the 
night  of  the  27th,  he,  for  the  first  time  since  the  arrival 
of  the  enemy,  retired  to  rest  and  repose. 

The  soldier  who  has  stood  the  shock  of  battle,  and 
knows  what  slight  circumstances  oftentimes  produce  de- 
cided advantages,  will  be  able,  properly  to  appreciate 
the  events  of  (his  night.     Although  the  dreadful  carnage 
of  the  8th  of  January,  hereafter  to  be  told,  was  in  fact 
the  finishing  blow,  that  struck  down  the  towering  hopes 
of  those  invaders,  and  put  an  end  to  the  contest,  yet  in 
the  battle  of  the  23d,  is  there  to  be  found,  abundant 
cause  why  success  resulted  to  our  arms,  and  safety  was 
given  to  the  country.     The  British  had  reached  the 
Mississippi  without  the  fire  of  a  gun,  and  encamped 
upon  its  banks  as  composedly  as  if  they  had  been  seated 
on  their  own  soil,  and  at  a  distance  from  all  danger. — 
These    were    circumstances  which  awakened  a  belief 
that  they  expected  little  opposition, —  were  certain  of 
success, — and  that  the  troops  with  whooa  they  were  to 
contend  would  scarcely  venture  to  resist  them:  resting 
thus   confidently   in  the   expectation  of  success,  thejr 
would  the  next  day  have  moved  forward,  and  succeed- 
ed in  the  accomplishment  of  their  designs.     Jackson, 
convinced  that  an  early  impression  was  essential  to  ulti- 
mate success,  had  resolved  to  assail  them  at  the  moment 
of  their  landing,  and  'attack  them  in  their  first  position:' 
we  have,  therefore,  seen  him,  with  a  force  inferior  by 
one  half,  to  that  of  the  enemy,  at  an  unexpected  moment, 
break  into  their  camp,and  with  his  Uidiscipliiied  yeoman- 
ry, drive  before  him  the  pride  of  Ergla;  d,  and  the  con- 
querors of  Europe.     It  was  an  event  that  could  not  fail 
to  destroy  all   previous  theories,  and  establish  a  conclu- 
sion, which  our  enemy  had  not  beib re  formed,  that  thej 
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were  contending  against  valour  inferior  to  none  they 
had  seen; — before  which  their  own  hravery  had  not 
stood,  nor  their  skill  availed  them:  it  had  the  effect  of 
aacisfyiiig  them,  that  the  quantity  ard  kit  d  of  troops  it 
was  in  our  power  here  to  wield,  must  be  different  from 
any  thing  that  had  been  represented  to  them;  for  much 
as  they  had  heard  of  the  courage  of  the  man  with  whom 
they  were  contending,  they  could  not  suppose,  that  a 
general  having  a  country  to  defend,  and  a  reputation  to 
preserve,  would  venture  to  attack,  on  their  own  chosen 
ground,  a  greatly  superior  army,  and  one,  which,  by  the 
numerous  victories  it  had  achieved,  had  already  acquir- 
ed a  fame  in  arms;  they  were  co'^vinced  that  his  force 
must  greatly  surpass  what  they  had  expecled,  and  be 
composed  of  materials  diiferent  from  what  they  had  im- 
agined. 

The  American  troops,  which  were  actually  engaged, 
did  not  amount  to  two  thousand  men ;  they  consisted  of 
part  of — 

Coffee's  brigade  and  captain  BeaFs  company,  648 

The  7th  and  44th  regiments,  -  -  -         763 

Company  of  marines  and  artillery,  -  -  82 

Plauche's  and  Daquin's  battaUons,  -  -  488 

A.d  the  Mississippi  dragoons  under  colonel)  „„ 

Hinds,  not  in  the  action, 


*2IU7 
which,  for  more  than  an  hour,  maintained  a  severe  con- 
flict with  a  force  of  four  or  live  thousand,  a:  d  relired  in 
safety  from  the  ground,  with  the  loss  of  !>ut  twe;itylour 

*  This  statement  may  be  relied  on;  it  was  fnn>i?herl  to  the  au- 
thor by  colonel  Robert  Butler,  arljulant  geueral  oi  the  southern 
division,  who  assured  him  it  was  correct. 
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tilled,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  wounded,  and  seventy- 
four  made  prisoners;  while  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  of  the  enemy,  were  not  less  than  four  hundred- 

O'jr  officers  and  soldiers  executed  every  order  with 
promptitude,  and  nobly  sustai  ed  their  country's  cha- 
racter. Lieutenant-colonel  Lauderdale,  of  Coffee's  bri- 
gr:de,  an  officer  of  great  promise,  and  on  whom  every 
reha 'ce  was  placed,  fell  at  his  post,  and  at  his  duty:  he 
had  entered  the  service,  aiid  descended  the  river  with 
the  volunteers  under  General  Jackson,  in  the  winter  of 
18  i -2— passed  through  all  the  hardships  and  difficulties 
of  the  Creek  war,  and  had  ever  manifested  a  readiness 
to  act  when  his  country  needed  his  services.  Young, 
brave,  and  skilful,  he  had  already  afforded  evidences  of 
a  capacity,  which  might,  in  future,  have  become  useful; 
his  exemplary  conduct,  both  in  civil  and  military  life, 
had  acquired  for  him  a  respect,  that  rendered  his  fall  a 
subject  of  general  regret.  Lieutenant  M'Lelland,  a 
valuable  young  officer  of  the  7th,  was  also  among  tlie 
number  of  the  slain. 

Coffee's  brigade,  during  the  action,  imitating  the  ex- 
ample of  their  commander,  bravely  contended,  and  ably 
su  sported  the  character  they  had  previously  established. 
TVie  unequal  contest  in  which  they  were  engaged,  never 
occurred  to  them;  nor,  for  a  moment,  checked  the  ra- 
pidity of  their  advance.  Had  the  British  known  they 
were  merely  riflemen,  and  without  bayonets,  a  firm  stand 
v/ould  have  arrested  their  progress,  and  destruction  or 
capture  would  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence; 
buf,  this  circumstance  being  urktown,  every  charge 
they  made  was  crowned  with  success,  producing  dis- 
comfiture, aivd  xo'iti  g  a'.id  driving  superior  numbers 
before  them.  Oiucers,  from  the  highest  to  inlieriox 
24 
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grades,  discharged  what  had  been  expected  of  them.-=-" 
Ensign  Leach,  of  the  7th  regiment,  being  wounded 
through  tlie  body,  still  remained  at  his  post,  and  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty.  Colorel  Reuben  Kemper,  en- 
terprising and  self  collected,  amidst  the  confusion  intro- 
duced on  the  left  wing,  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
handful  of  men,  detached  from  the  main  body,  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  party  of  the  enemy:  never  did  any  man 
better  exemplify  the  truth  of  the  position,  that  discre- 
tion is  sometimes  the  better  part  of  valour:  to  attempt 
resistance  was  idle,  and  could  only  eventuate  in  destruc- 
tion: with  a  mind  unclouded  by  the  peril  that  surround- 
ed him,  he  sought  and  procured  his  safety  through  strat- 
agem. Calling  to  a  group  of  soldiers  who  were  near,  in 
a  positive  tone,  he  demanded  of  them  where  their  regi- 
ment was:  lost  themselves,  they  were  unable  toansv.'er: 
but  supposing  him  one  of  .their  own  officers,  they  assent- 
ed to  his  orders,  and  followed  him  to  his  own  line,  where 
they  were  made  prisoners. 

The  7th  regiment,  commanded  by  major  Piere,  and 
the  44th,  under  major  Baker,  aided  by  major  Butler, 
gallantly  maintained  the  conflict — forced  the  e:;emy 
from  every  secure  position  he  attempted  to  occupy,  and 
drove  him  a  mile  from  the  first  point  of  attack.  Confi- 
di!.g  in  themselves,  and  their  general,  who  was  constant- 
ly with  them,  exposed  to  danger  aiid  i:  the  midst  of  the 
fight,  i'lSfiri.'  g  by  his  ardour,  and  encouraging  by  his 
example,  they  advanced  to  the  conflict,  i  or  evi  red  a 
disposition  to  leave  it  until  the  prudence  of  their  com- 
mander directed  them  to  retire. 

From  the  violence  of  the  assault  already  made,  the 
fears  of  the  British  had/^eei;  greatly  ex(  iied;  to  keep 
their  apprehensions  alive  was  considered  important,  with 
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a  view  partially  to  destroy  the  overweening  confidence 
with  which  they  had  arrived  on  our  shores,  and  to  com- 
pel them  to  act,  for  a  time,  upon  the  defensive.  To 
effect  this,  general  Coffee,  with  his  brigade,  was  order- 
ed down  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  to  unite  with  colo- 
nel Hinds,  and  make  a  show  in  the  rear  of  Lacoste's 
plantation.  The  enemy,  not  yet  recovered  of  the  panic 
produced  by  the  assault  of  the  preceding  evening,  al- 
ready believed  it  was  in  contemplation  to  urge  another 
attack,  and  immediately  formed  themselves  to  repel  it; 
but  Coffee  having  succeeded  in  recovering  some  of  his 
horses,  which  were  wandering  along  the  margin  of  the 
swamp,  and  in  regaining  part  of  the  clothing  which  his 
troops  had  lost  the  night  before,  returned  to  the  lincy 
leaving  them  to  conjecture  the  objects  of  his  movement. 
The  scanty  supply  of  clotlies  and  blankets  that  remain- 
ed to  the  soldiers,  from  their  long  and  exposed  marches, 
had  been  left  where  they  dismounted  to  meet  the  ene- 
my. Their  numbers  were  too  limited, and  the  strength 
of  their  opponents  too  well  ascertained,  for  any  part  of 
their  force  to  remain  and  take  care  of  what  was  left  be- 
hind: it  was  so  essential  to  hasten  on,  reach  their  desti- 
nation, and  be  ready  to  act  when  the  signal  from  the 
Caroline  should  announce  their  co-operation  necessary, 
that  no  time  was  afforded  them  to  secure  their  horses; — 
they  were  turned  loose,  and  their  recovery  trusted  en- 
tirely to  chance.  Although  many  were  regained,  many 
■were  lost;  while  most  of  the  men  remained  but  with  a 
single  suit,  to  encounter,  in  the  open  field,  and  in  swamps 
covered  with  water,  the  hardships  of  camp,  and  the  se- 
verity of  winter.  It  is  a  circumstance  which  entitles 
them  to  much  credit,  that  under  privations  so  severely 
oppressive,  complaints  or  murmurs  were  never  heard.-^ 
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This  state  of  things  fortanatelj  was  not  of  long  continu- 
ance. The  story  of  their  sufferings  and  misfortunes 
was  no  sooner  known,  than  the  legislature  appropriated 
a  sum  of  money  for  their  relief,  which  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  subscriptions  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood. 
Materials  being  purchased,  the  ladies,  with  that  Chris- 
tian charity  and  warmth  of  heart  characteristic  of  their 
sex,  at  once  exerted  themselves  in  removing  their  dis- 
tresses: all  their  industry  was  called  into  action,  and  in 
SI  little  time,  the  suffering  soldier  was  relieved.  Such 
gfyierous  conduct,  in  extending  assistance  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  so  much  needed,  while  it  conferred  on  those 
females  the  highest  honour,  could  not  fail  to  nerve  the 
arm  of  the  brave  with  new  zeal  for  the  defence  of  their 
benefactresses.  This  distinguished  mark  of  their  pa- 
triotism and  benevolence, is  still  remembered;  and  often 
as  these  valiant  men  are  heard  to  recount  the  dangers 
they  have  passed,  and  with  peculiar  pride  to  dwell  on 
the  mingled  honours  and  hardships  of  the  campaign, 
they  breathe  a  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  those  who  con- 
ferred upon  them  such  distinguished  marks  of  their  kind- 
ness, and  who,  by  timely  interference,  alleviated  their 
misfortunes  and  their  sufferings. 

To  present  a  check,  and  keep  up  a  show  of  resistance, 
detachments  of  light  troops  were  occasionally  kept  in 
front  of  the  line,  assailing  and  harrassing  the  enemy's  ad- 
vanced posts  whenever  an  opportunity  was  offered  of 
acting  to  advantage.  livery  moment  that  could  be 
gained,  and  every  delay  that  could  be  extended  to  the 
enemy's  attempts,  to  reach  the  city  was  of  the  utmost 
importance.  The  works  were  rapidly  progressing,  and 
hourly  increasing  in  strength.  The  militia  of  the  state 
■were  everyday  arriving,  and  every  day  the  prospect  of 
successful  opposition  was  brightening. 
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The  enemy  still  remained  at  his  first  encampment. — 
To  be  in  readinesss  to  repel  an  assault  when  attempted, 
the  most  active  exertions  were  made  on  the  24th  and 
25th.     The  canal,  covering  the  front  of  our  line,  was 
deepened  and  widened,  and  a  strong  mud  wall  formed 
of  the  earth  that  had  been  originally  thrown  out.     To 
prevent  any  approach  until  his  system  of  defence  should 
be  in  a  state  of  greater  forwardness,  Jackson  ordered 
the  levee  to  be  cut,  about  a  hundred  yards  below  the 
point  he  had  occupied.      The  river  being  very  high,  a 
broad  stream  of  water  passed  rapidly  through  the  plain, 
of  the  depth  of  thirty  or  forty  inches,  which  prevented 
any  approach   of  troops  on  foot.      Embrasures  were 
formed,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  under  tiie  command 
of  lieutenant  Spotts,early  on  jthe  morning  of  the  24th,were 
placed  in  a  position  to  rake  the  road  leading  up  the  levee. 
He  was  under  constant  apprehensions,  lest,  in  spite 
of  his  exertions  below,  the   city  might,  through  some 
other   route,  be   reached    and    destroyed;    and    those 
fears  were  increased  to-day,  by  a  report  that  a  strong 
force    had    arrived — debarked   at  the    head   of   lake 
Borgne,  and  compelled  an  abandonment  of  the  defence 
at  Chef  Menteur.      This,  however,  proved  to  be  un- 
founded: the  enemy  had  not  appeared  in  that  direction, 
nor  had  the  officer,  to  whom  Avas  entrusted  the  com- 
mand of  this  fort,  so  much  relied  on,  forgotten  his  duty,  or 
forsaken  his  post.     Acting  upon  the  statement  that  ma- 
jor Lacoste  had  retired  from  the  fort,  and  fallen  back  on 
bayou  St.  John,  and   incensed  that  orders,  which,  from 
their  importance,  should  have  been  faithfully  executed, 
had  been  thus  lightly  regarded,  he  hastened  to  inform 
him  what  he  had  uuderstood,  and  to  forbid  his  leaving 
his  posuioii.     '"The  battery  I  have  placed  under  your 
24* 
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command,  must  be  defended  at  all  hazards.  In  you,  and 
the  Vcilour  of  your  troops,  1  repose  every  confidence:  lei 
me  not  be  deceived.  With  us,  every  thing  goes  on  ^vell: 
the  enemy  has  not  yet  advanced.  Our  troops  have 
covered  themselves  with  glory:  it  is  a  noble  example, 
and  worthy  to  be  followed  by  all.  Maintain  your  post, 
nor  ever  think  of  retreating."  To  give  additional 
strength  to  a  place  deemed  so  important,  inspire  confi- 
dence, and  ensure  safety,  colonel  Dyer,  and  two  hun- 
dred men,  were  ordered  here  to  assist  in  its  defence,  and 
act  as  videttes,  in  advance  of  the  occupied  points. 

General  Morgan,  who,  at  the  English  turn,  commanded 
the  fort  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  was  instructed  to 
proceed  as  near  the  enemy's  camp  as  prudence  and 
safety  would  permit,  and,  by  destroying  the  levee,  to  let 
in  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  between  them.  The 
execution  of  this  order,  and  a  similar  one,  previously 
made,  belov.^  the  line  of  defence,  had  entirely  insulated 
the  enemy,  and  prevented  his  march  against  either  place. 
On  the  26th,  however,  the  commanding  general,  fearing 
for  the  situation  of  Morgan,  who,  from  the  British  occu- 
pying the  intermediate  ground,  was  entirely  detached 
from  his  camp,  directed  him  to  abandon  his  encampment, 
carry  off  such  of  the  cannon  as  might  be  wanted,  and 
throw  the  remainder  into  the  river,  where  they  could 
be  again  recovered  when  the  waters  receded;  to 
retire  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  assume  a  posi- 
tion on  the  right  bank,  nearly  opposite  to  his  line,  and 
have  it  fortified.  This  movement  was  imposed  by  the 
relative  disposition  of  the  two  armies.  Necessity,  not 
choice,  made  it  essential  that  St.  Leon  should  be  aban- 
doned. 

From  every  intelligence,  obtained  through  deserters 
3ud  prisoners,  it  was  evident  that  the  British  fleet  would 
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Make  an  effort  to  ascend  the  river,  and  co-operate  with 
the  troops  already  landed.  Lest  this,  or  a  diversion  in  a 
different  quarter,  might  be  attempted,  exertions  were 
made  to  be  able  to  resist  at  all  points,  and  to  interpose 
such  defences  on  the  Mississippi,  as  might  assure  protec- 
tion. The  forts  on  the  river,  well  supported  with  brave 
men,  and  heavy  pieces  of  artillery,  might,  perhaps,  have 
the  effect  to  deter  their  shipping  from  venturing  in  that 
direction,  and  dispose  them  to  seek  some  safer  route,  if 
any  could  be  discovered.  Pass  Barrataria  was  best  cal- 
culated for  this  purpose,  and  here,  in  all  probability,  it 
was  expected  the  effort  might  be  made.  The  difficulty 
of  ascending  the  Mississippi,  from  the  rapidity  of  the  cur- 
rent, its  winding  course,  and  the  ample  protection  al- 
ready given  at  forts  St.  Philip  and  Bourbon,  were  cir- 
cumstances to  which,  it  was  not  to  be  inferred,  the  Bri- 
tish were  strangers:  nor  was  it  to  be  expected,  that, 
with  a  knowledge  of  them,  they  would  venture  here  the 
success  of  an  enterprise  on  which  so  much  depended.  It 
was  a  more  rational  conjecture,  that  they  would  seek  a 
passage  through  Barrataria,  proceed  up  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  and  gain  a  position  whence,  co-opera- 
ting with  the  forces  on  the  east  side,  they  might  drive 
our  troops  from  the  line  they  had  formed,  and,  at  less 
hazard,  succeed  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  designs. 
Major  Reynolds  was  accordingly  ordered  thither,  with 
instructions  to  place  the  bayous,  emptying  through  this 
pass,  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence — to  occupy  and 
strengthen  the  island — to  mount  sufficient  ordnance,  and 
draw  a  chain,  Avithin  cannon-shot,  across,  he  more  effec- 
tually to  guard  the  route,  and  protect  it  from  approach. 
Lafite,  who  had  been  heretofore  promised  a  pardon  for  the 
outrages  he  had  commicted  agaiiist  the  laws  of  the  United 
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States,  and  who  had  already  shown  a  lively  zeal  in  be 
half  of  his  adopted  country,  was  also  despatched  with 
Reynolds.  He  was  selected,  because,  from  the  proofs 
already  given,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  his  fidelity, 
and  because  his  knowledge  of  the  topography  and  pre- 
cise situation  of  this  section  of  the  state  was  remarkably 
correct:  it  was  the  point  where  he  had  constantly  ren- 
dezvoused, during  the  time  of  cruising  against  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  Spain,  under  a  commission  obtained  at 
Carthagena,  and  where  he  had  become  perfectly  ac-^ 
quainted  with  every  inlet  and  entrance  to  the  gulf 
through  which  a  passage  could  be  effected. 

With  these  arrangements — treason  apart — all  anxious- 
ly alive  to  the  interest  of  the  country,  and  disposed  to 
protect  it,  there  was  little  room  to  apprehend  or  fear 
disaster.  To  use  the  general's  own  expression,  on 
another  occasion,  "  the  surest  defence,  and  one  which 
seldom  failed  of  success,  was  a  rampart  of  high-minded 
and  brave  men."  That  there  were  some  of  this  de- 
scription with  him,  on  whom  he  could  safely  rely,  in  mo- 
ments of  extreme  peril,  he  well  knew ;  but  that  there 
were  many  strangers  to  him  and  danger,  and  who  had 
never  been  called  to  act  in  those  situations  where  death, 
stalking  in  hideous  round,  appals  and  unnerves  even  the 
most  resolute,  was  equally  certain;  whether  they  would 
contend  with  manly  firmness,  support  the  cause  in  which 
they  had  embarked,  and  realize  his  anxious  wishes  on 
the  subject,  could  be  only  known  in  the  moment  of  con- 
flict and  trial;  when,  if  disappointed  in  his  expectations, 
the  means  of  retrieving  the  evil  would  be  fled,  and  every 
thing  lost  in  the  result. 

As  yet  the  enemy  were  uninformed  of  the  position  of 
Jackson.    What  was  his  situation — what  was  intended— 
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whether  offensive  or  defensive  operations  would  be  pur- 
sued, were  circumstances  on  which  they  possessed  no 
correct  knowledge,  nor  could  it  be  obtained:  still  their 
exertions  were  unrennitting  to  have  all  things  prepared, 
and  in  readiness  to  urge  their  designs  whenever  the 
moment  for  action  should  airive.  They  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged,  since  their  landing,  in  procurirg  from 
their  shipping  every  thing  necessary  to  ulterior  opera- 
tion. A  complete  command  on  the  lakes,  and  possession 
of  a  point  on  the  margin,  presented  an  uninterrupted 
ingress  and  egress,  and  afforded  the  opportunity  of  con- 
veying whatever  was  wanted,  in  perfect  safety  to  their 
eamp.  Tlie  height  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  discharge 
of  water  through  the  openings  made  in  the  levee,  had 
given  an  increased  depth  to  the  canal,  from  which  thej 
had  first  debarked — enabled  fhem  to  advance  their  boati 
much  further,  in  the  direction  of  their  encampment,  and 
to  bring  up,  with  greater  convenience,  their  artillery, 
bombs  and  munitions.  Thus  engaged  during  the  first 
three  days  after  their  arrival,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  a  battery  was  discovered  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  had  been  erected  during  the  preceding 
night,  and  on  which  were  mounted  several  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance;  from  this  position  a  fire  was  opened  on 
the  Caroline  schooner,  lying  under  the  opposite  shore.     ■ 

After  the  battle  of  the  23d,  in  which  this  vessel  had  so 
effectually  aided,  she  had  passed  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  where  she  had  since  lain.  Her  services  were 
too  highly  appreciated  not  to  be  again  desired,  in  the 
event  the  enemy  should  endeavour  to  advance.  Her 
present  situation  was  considered  truly  an  unsafe  one,  but 
it  had  been  essayed  in  vain  to  advance  her  higher  up 
the  stream.    No  favourable  breeze  had  yet  arisen  to  aid 
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her  in  stemming  the  current;  and  towing,  and  other  rem- 
edies, had  been  already  resorted  to,  but  without  sut  cess. 
Her  safety  might  have  been  ensured  by  fioati;  g  her 
down  the  river  and  placing  her  under  cover  of  the  guns 
of  the  fort,  though  it  was  preferred,  as  a  matter  of  poli- 
cy, to  risk  her  where  she  was,  still,  hourly,  calculating 
that  a  favourable  wind  might  relieve  her,  rather  than 
by  dropping  her  with  the  current,  lose  those  benefits 
which,  against  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  it  might  be  in 
her  power  so  completely  to  extend.  Commodore  Pat- 
terson had  left  her  on  the  2Gth,  by  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  general,  when  captain  Henly  made  a  fur- 
ther, but  ineffectual  effort  to  force  her  up  the  current, 
tiear  to  the  line,  for  the  double  purpose  of  its  defence 
and  for  her  own  safety. 

These  attempts  to  remove  her  being  discovered,  at 
daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  battery,  mount- 
ing five  guns,  opened  upon  her,  discharging  bombs  and 
red-hot  shot;  it  was  spiritedly  answered,  but  witliout  af- 
fecting the  battery,  there  beii'g  but  a  long  twelve  pound- 
er that  could  reach.  The  second  fire  had  lodged  a  hot 
shot  in  the  hold,  directly  under  her  cables,  whence  it 
could  not  be  removed,  and  where  it  immediately  com- 
municated fire  to  the  schooner.  The  shot  from  the  bat- 
tery were  constantly  taking  effect,  firiiig  her  in  different 
places,  and  otherwise  producing  material  injury;  while 
the  blaze  already  kindled  under  her  cables  was  rapidly 
extending  its  ravages.  A  well  grourded  apprelieision 
of  her  commander,  that  she  could  be  no  longer  defended 
— the  llames  bursting  forth  in  different  parts,  and  fast 
increasing,  induced  a  fear  lest  the  magazine  should  be 
3oon  reached,  and  every  thing  destroyed.  One  of  his 
crew  being  killed,  and  six  wounded,  and  not  a  glimmer- 


X-TFE  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON.  287 

ins,  of  hope  entertained  that  she  could  he  preserved, 
orders  were  given  to  aba-dofi  her.  The  crew  in  safety- 
reached  the  shore,  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  she 
blew  up. 

Although  thus  unexpectedly  deprived  of  so  material 
a  dependence,  for  successful  defeiice,anopportuTiity  was 
sooM  presented  of  using  her  brave  crew  to  advantage.. 
Gather,  g  co.  tld.nce  frcm  what  had  been  just  effected, 
the  enemy  left  their  encampment,  aiid  mOved  in  tlie  di- 
rection of  our  line.  TIjeir  numbers  had  been  increased, 
aiKl  mnjor-general  Sir  Edward  Packenham  now  com- 
ma, ded  in  person.  Early  on  the  28th,  his  columns  com- 
menced their  advance  to  storm  our  works.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile,  their  heavy  artillery  opened,  aiid 
quar.tities  of  bombs,  balls  a'ld  congrcve  rockets,  were 
discharged.  It  was  a  scene  of  terror  ar  d  alarm,  which 
they  had  probably  calculated  would  excite  a  panic  in  the 
mi'ids  of  the  raw  troops  of  our  army,  and  compel  them 
to  surrender  at  discretion,  or  abandon  their  strorghold. 
But  our  soldiers  had  afforded abudant  proof,  that,  wheth- 
er disciplined  or  not,  they  well  knew  how  to  defend  the 
honour  a  rd  interests  of  their  country;  ai  d  had  suffcient 
valour  i!ot  to  be  alarmed  at  the  reality — slill  less  the 
semblance  of  danger.  Far  from  exciting  their  appre- 
hepsio'^*,  and  driving  them  from  their  ground,  Ijjeir  fijm- 
ness  s'il)  remained  unchanged; — still  was  mar.ifesud  a 
determination  not  to  tar?  ish  a  reputation  they  had  hnrd- 
Iv  earned ;  and  which  had  become  too  dear,  from  the  dit^ 
ficullies  ai'd  dangeis  they  had  passed  to  acquire  it,  for  it 
now  tamely  to  be  surrendered.  Their  congrcve  rockets, 
though  a  kind  of  iiiStrument  of  destruciio'*  to  which  our 
troonss  inskilled  in  the  science  ofdesol'»ti-g  warfare,  had 
been  hitherto  strangers,  excited  no  oiher  feeling  than 
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that  which  novelty  inspires.  At  the  moment,  therefore, 
that  the  British,  in  dlfJerent  columus,  were  moving  up, 
in  all  the  pomp  and  parade  of  battle,  preceded  by  these 
insignia  of  terror,  more  than  danger,  and  were  expect- 
ing to  behold  their"  Ya  kee  foes"  trembliigly  retire  ar:d 
flee  before  them,  our  batteries  opened,  avid  halted  their 
advance. 

In  addition  to  the  two  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on 
our  works,  on  the  24th,  three  others,  of  heavy  caliber,  ob- 
tained from  the  navy  department,  had  been  formed  aloi  g 
the  line;  these  openirg  on  the  enemy,  checked  their 
progress,  and  disclosed  to  them  the  hazard  of  the  project 
they  were  on.  Lieutenants  Crawley  and  Norris  volun- 
teered, and  with  the  crew  of  the  Caroline  rendered  im- 
portant services,  and  maintained,  at  the  guns  they  com- 
manded, that  firmness  and  decision  for  which,  on  previ- 
ous occasions,  they  had  been  so  highly  distinguished. — 
Tney  had  been  selected  by  the  general,  because  of  their 
superior  knowledge  in  gunnery;  and,  on  this  occasion, 
gave  a  further  evidenceof  their  skill  and  judgment,  ard 
of  a  disposition  to  act  in  any  situation  where  they  could 
be  serviceable.  The  line,  which,  from  the  labours  be- 
stowed on  it,  was  daily  strengthening,  was  not  yet  in  a 
situation  eflfectually  to  resist;  this  deficiency,  however, 
was  well  remedied  by  the  brave  men  who  were  formed 
in  its  rear. 

From  the  river  the  greatest  injury  was  efTected.— 
Lieutenant  Thompson,  who  commai^ded  the  Louisiana 
sloop,  which  lay  nearly  opposite  the  line  of  defence,  no 
sooner  discovered  the  columns  approaching,  than  warp- 
ing her  around,  he  brought  her  starboard  guhs  to  bear, 
aj  d  produced  such  an  effect  as  forced  them  to  letrea! : — 
but,  from  their  heavy  artillery,  the  enemy  maintained 
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the  conflict  with  great  spirit,  constantly  discharging 
their  bombs  and  rockets,  for  seven  hours,  when,  unable 
to  make  a  breach,  or  silence  the  fire  from  the  sloop,  they 
abandoned  a  contest  where  few  advantages  seemed  to 
be  presented.  The  crew  of  this  vessel  was  composed 
of  new  recruits,  and  of  discordant  materials, — of  soldiers, 
citizens  and  seamen;  yet,  by  the  activity  of  their  com- 
mander, were  they  so  well  perfected  in  their  duty,  that 
they  already  managed  their  guns  with  the  greatest  pre- 
cision and  certainty  of  eifect ;  and  by  three  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  with  the  aid  of  the  land  batteries,  had  com- 
pletely silenced  and  driven  back  the  enemy.  Embol- 
dened by  the  effect  produced  the  day  before  on  the  Car- 
oline, the  furnaces  of  the  enenny  were  put  in  operation, 
and  numbers  of  ifet  shot  thrown  from  a  heavy  piec^ 
which  was  placed  behind  and  protected  by  the  levee. — 
An  attempt  was  now  made  to  carry  it  off,  when  that  pro- 
tection, heretofore  had,  being  taking  away,  those  in  the 
direction  of  it  were  fairly  exposed  to  our  fire,  and  suf- 
fered greatly.  In  their  endeavours  to  remove  it,  "I  saw," 
says  commodore  Patterson,  "distinctly,  with  the  aid  of  a 
glass,  several  balls  strike  in  the  midst  of  the  men  who 
were  employed  in  dragging  it  away."  In  this  engage- 
ment, commenced  and  waged  for  seven  hours,  we  re- 
ceived little  or  no  injury.  The  Louisiana  sloop  against 
which  the  most  violent  exertions  were  made,  had  but  a 
single  man  wounded,  by  the  fragments  of  a  shell,  which 
bursted  over  her  deck.  Our  entire  loss  did  not  exceed 
nine  killed,  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  The  enemy, 
being  more  exposed,  acting  in  the  open  field,  and  in  range 
of  our  guns,  suffered,  from  information  afterwards  pro- 
cured, considerable  injury;  at  least  one  huiidred  and 
twenty  were  killed  and  wounded. 
25 
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Among  the  killed,  on  our  side,  was  colonel  Jamei& 
Henderson,  of  the  Tennessee  militia.  An  advance  par- 
ty of  the  British  had,  during  the  action,  taken  post  be- 
hind a  fence  that  ran  obliquely  to,  and  not  very  remote 
from,  our  line.  Henderson  with  a  detachment  of  two 
hundred  men,  was  sent  out  by  general  Carroll  to  drive 
them  from  a  position  whence  they  were  effecting  some 
injury,  and  greatly  annoying  our  troops.  Had  he  ad- 
vanced in  the  manner  directed,  he  would  have  been  less 
exposed,  and  enabled  more  effectually  to  have  secured 
the  object  intended,  but,  misunderstanding  the  order,  he 
proceeded  in  a  different  route,  and  fell  a  victim  to  his 
error.  Instead  of  marching  in  the  direction  of  the  wood, 
and  turning  the  enemy,  which  might  have  cut  off  their 
retreat,  he  proceeded  in  front,  toward^the  river,  leaving 
them  in  rear  of  the  fence,  and  himself  and  his  detach- 
ment open  and  exposed.  His  mistake  being  perceived 
from  the  line,  he  was  called  by  the  adjutant-general,  and 
directed  to  return;  but  the  noise  of  the  waters,  through 
which  they  were  wading,  prevented  any  communication. 
Having  reached  a  kiJoU  of  dry  ground,  he  formed,  and 
attempted  the  execution  of  his  order;  but  soon  fell,  by  a 
wound  in  the  head.  Deprived  of  their  commander,  and 
perceiving  their  situation  hazardous  and  untenable,  the 
detachment  retreated  to  the  line,  with  the  loss  of  their 
colonel  ar.d  five  men. 

While  this  advance  was  made,  a  column  of  the  enemy 
was  threatening  an  attack  on  our  extreme  left;  to  frus- 
trate the  attempt.  Coffee  was  ordered  with  his  retlemen 
to  hasten  through  the  woods,  and  check  their  approach. 
The  enemy,  although  greatly  superior  to  him  in  numbers? 
no  sooner  discovered  his  movement  than  they  retired, 
and  abandoned  the  attack  they  had  previously  meditated. 
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A  supposed  disaffection  in  New  Orleans,  and  an  ene- 
my in  front,  were  circumstances  well  calculated  to  ex- 
cite unpleasant  forebodings.  GeneralJackson believed 
it  necessary  and  essential  to  his  security,  while  contend- 
ing with  avowed  foes,  not  to  be  wholly  inattentive  to 
dangers  lurking  at  home ;  but,  by  guarding  vigilantly, 
to  be  able  to  suppress  any  treasonable  purpose  the  mo- 
ment it  should  be  developed,  and  before  it  should  have  time 
to  mature.  Previously,  therefore,  to  departing  from 
the  city,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  he  had  ordered  major 
Butler,  his  aid,  to  remain  with  the  guards,  and  be  vigi- 
lant that  nothing  transpired  in  his  absence  calculated  to 
operate  injuriously.  His  fears  that  there  were  many  of 
the  inhabitants  who  felt  no  attachment  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  would  not  scruple  to  surrender,  whenever, 
prompted  by  their  interest,.it  should  become  necessary^ 
has  been  already  noticed.  In  this  belief,  subsequent 
circumstances  evinced  there  was  no  mistake,  and  show- 
ed that  to  his  assiduity  and  energy  is  to  be  ascribed  the 
cause  the  country  was  protected  and  saved.  It  is  a  fact, 
which  was  disclosed,  on  making  an  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, that,  in  despite  of  all  the  efforts  made  to  prevent  it, 
the  enemy  were  daily  and  constantly  apprized  of  every 
thing  that  transpired  in  our  camp.  Every  arrangement, 
and  every  change  of  position,  was  immediately  commu- 
nicated. "Nothing,"  remarked  a  British  officer,  at  the 
close  of  the  invasion,  "was  kept  a  secret  from  us,  except 
our  numbers:  this,  although  diligently  sought  after, 
could  never  be  procured." 

Between  the  23d,  and  the  attack  on  the  28th,  to  carry 
our  line,  major  Butler,  who  still  remained  at  his  post  in 
the  City,  was  applied  to  by  Fulwar  Skipwith,  at  that 
iime  speaker  of  the  senate,  to  ascertain  the  commanding 
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general's  views,  provided  he  should  be  driven  from  his 
line  of  encampment,  and  compelled  to  retreat  through 
the  citj;  would  he,  in  that  event,  destroy  it?  It  was, 
indeed,  a  curious  inquiry  from  one  who,  having  spent 
his  life  in  serving  his  country  in  different  capacities, 
might  better  have  understood  the  duty  of  a  subordinate 
officer;  and  that  even  if,  from  his  situation,  major  But- 
ler had  so  far  acquired  the  confidence  of  his  general  as 
to  have  become  acquainted  with  his  views  and  designs, 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  divulge  them,  without  destroy- 
ing confidence  and  acting  criminally.  On  asking  the 
cause  of  the  inquiry,  Mr.  Skipwith  replied,  it  was  ru- 
moured, and  so  understood,  that  if  driven  from  his  posi- 
tion, and  made  to  retreat  upon  the  city,  general  Jackson 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  lay  it  in  ruins;  the  legislature, 
he  said,  desired  information  on  this  subject,  that  if  such 
were  his  intentions,  they  might,  by  offering  terms  of  ca- 
pitulation to  the  enemy,  avert  so  serious  a  calamit3% — 
That  a  sentiment  having  for  its  object  a  surrender  of  the 
city,  should  be  entertained  by  this  body,  was  scarcely 
credible ;  yet  a  few  days  brought  the  certainty  of  it  more 
iuUy  to  view,  and  showed  that  they  were  already  devi- 
sing plans  to  ensure  the  safety  of  themselves  and  proper- 
ty, even  at  any  sacrifice.  While  the  general  was  hasten- 
ing along  the  line,  from  ordering  Coffee,  as  we  have  just 
observed,  against  a  column  of  the  British  on  the  extreme 
left,  he  was  hailed  by  Mr.  Duncan,  one  of  his  volunteer 
aids,  and  informed,  that  already  it  was  agitated,  secret- 
ly, by  the  members  of  the  legislature,  to  offer  terms  of 
capitulation  to  the  enemy,  and  proffer  a  surrender;  and 
that  governor  Claiborne  awaited  his  orders  on  the  sub- 
ject. Poised  as  was  the  result,  the  safety  or  fall  of  the 
city  resting  in  uncertainty,  although  it  was  plainly  to  be 
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perceived,  that,  with  a  strong  army  before  them,  no  such 
resolution  could  be  carried  into  effect,  yet  it  might  be 
productiv^e  of  evil,  and  in  the  end,  bring  about  the  most 
fatal  consequences.  Even  the  disclosure  of  such  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  legislature,  might  create  parties — ex- 
cite opposition  in  the  armj,and  inspire  the  enemy  with 
renewed  confidence.  The  Tennessee  forces,  and  Mis- 
sissippi volunteers,  it  was  not  feared  would  be  affected 
by  the  measure;  but  it  might  detach  the  Louisiana  mili- 
tia, and  even  extend  itself  to  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
troops.  Jackson  was  greatly  incensed,  that  those  whose 
safety  he  had  so  much  at  heart,  should  be  seeking,  under 
the  authority  of  office,  to  mar  his  best  exertions.  He 
was,  however,  too  warmly  pressed,  at  the  moment,  for 
the  battle  was  raging,  to  give  it  the  attention  its  impor- 
tance merited;  but,  availing  himself  of  the  first  respite 
from  the  violence  of  the  attack  waged  against  him,  he 
apprized  governor  Claiborne  of  what  he  had  heard ; — 
ordered  him  closely  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  moment  the  project  of  offering  a  capitula- 
tion to  the  enemy  should  be  fully  disclosed,  to  place  a 
guard  at  the  door  and  confine  them  to  their  chamber. — 
The  governor  in  his  zeal  to  execute  the  command,  and 
from  a  fear  of  the  consequences  involved  in  such  conduct, 
construed  as  imperative,  an  order  which  was  merely  con- 
tingent; and,  placing  an  armed  force  at  the  door  of  the 
capitol,  prevented  the  members  from  convening,  and 
their  schemes  from  maturing. 

The  purport  of  this  order  was  essentially  miscon- 
ceived by  the  governor;  or,  perhaps,  with  a  view  to 
avoid  subsequent  inconveniences  and  complaints,  was 
designedly  mistaken.  Jackson's  object  was  not  to  re- 
strain the  legislature  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
25* 
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ties;  for  although  he  thought  that  such  a  moment,  when 
the  sound  of  the  cannon  was  constantly  pealing  in  their 
ears,was  inauspicious  to  wholesome  legislation,  and  that  it 
would  have  better  comported  with  the  state  of  the  times 
for  them  to  abandon  their  civil  duties  and  appear  in  the 
field,  yet  was  it  a  matter  indelicate  to  be  proposed ;  and 
it  was  hence  preferred,  that  they  should  adopt  whatever 
course  might  be  suggested  by  their  own  notions  of  pro- 
priety. This  sentiment  would  have  been  still  adhered 
to;  but  when  through  the  communication  of  Mr.  Dun- 
can, they  were  represented  as  entertaining  opinions  and 
schemes  adverse  to  the  general  interest  and  safety  of 
the  country,  the  necessity  of  a  new  and  ditTerent  course 
of  conduct  was  at  once  obvious.  But  he  did  not  order 
governor  Claiborne  to  interfere  wdth,  or  prevent  them 
from  proceeding  with  their  duties;  on  the  contrary,  he 
w^as  instructed,  so  soon  as  any  thing  hostile  to  the  gene- 
ral cause  should  be  ascertained,  to  place  a  guard  at  the 
door,  and  keep  the  members  to  their  post  and  to  their 
duty.  My  object  in  this,  remarked  the  general,  was, 
that  then  they  would  be  able  to  proceed  w4th  their 
business  without  producing  the  shghtest  injury:  w^hat- 
ever  schemes  they  might  entertain  would  have  remained 
with  themselves,  without  the  power  of  circulating  them 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  interest  than  their  own. 
I  had  intended  to  have  had  tjiem  well  treated  and  kindly 
dealt  by;  and  thus  abstracted  from  every  thing  passing 
without  doors,  a  better  opportunity  would  have  been 
afforded  them  to  enact  good  and  w^iolesome  laws :  but 
governor  Claiborne  mistook  my  order,  and  instead  of 
shutting  them  in  doors,  contrary  to  my  wishes  and  ex- 
pectation, turned  them  out. 
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Before  this,  fee  had  been  called  on  by  a  special  com- 
Jnittee  of  the  legislature,  to  know  what  his  course  would 
be,  should  necessity  compel  liim  from  his  position?  If, 
replied  the  general,  I  thought  the  hair  of  my  head  could 
divine  what  I  should  do,  forthwith  I  would  cut  it  off:  go 
back  with  this  answer;  say  to  your  honourable  body, 
that  if  disaster  does  overtake  me,  and  .the  fate  of  war 
drives  me  from  my  line  to  the  city,  they  may  expect  to 
have  a  very  warm  session.  And  what  did  you  design  to 
do,  I  enquired,  provided  jou  had  been  forced  to  retreat? 
I  should,  he  replied,  have  retreated  to  the  city,  fired  it^ 
and  fought  the  enemy  amidst  the  surrounding  flames. 
There  were  with  me  men  of  wealth,  owners  of  conside- 
rable property,  who,  in  such  an  event,  would  have  been 
amongst  the  foremost  to  have  applied  the  torch  to  their 
own  buildings;  and  what  they  had  left  undone, I  should 
have  completed.  Nothing  for  the  comfortable  mainte- 
nance pf  the  enemy  would  have  been  left  in  the  rear.  1 
would  have  destroyed  New  Orleans — occupied  a  posi- 
tion above  on  the  river — cut  off  all  supplies,  and  in  this 
way  compelled  them  to  depart  from  the  country. 

We  shall  not  pretend  to  ascribe  this  conduct  to  dis» 
affection  to  the  government,  or  to  treasonable  motives. 
The  impulse  that  produced  it  was,  no  doubt,  interest — a 
principle  of  the  human  mind  which  strongly  sways,  and 
often  destroys  its  best  conclusions.  The  disparity  of  the 
two  armies,  in  numbers,  preparation  and  discipHne,  had 
excited  apprehension,  and  destroyed  hope.  If  Jackson 
were  driven  back,  and  little  else  was  looked  for,  rumour 
fixed  his  determination  of  devoting  the  city  to  destruc- 
tion: but  even  if  such  were  not  his  intention,  the  wrath 
and  vengeance  of  the  enemy  might  be  fairly  calculated 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  opposition  they  should  receive* 


296  LIFE  ep  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Although  these  considerations  may  somewhat  palliate, 
they  do  not  justify.  The  government  was  represented 
in  the  person  of  the  commanding  general,  on  whom 
rested  all  responsibility,  and  whose  voice  on  the  subject 
of  resistance  or  capitulation,  should  alone  have  been 
heard.  In  the  field  were  persons  who  were  enduring 
hardships,  and  straining  every  nerve,  for  the  general 
safety.  A  few  of  the  members  of  their  own  body,  too, 
were  there,  who  did  not  despond.*  Might  not  patriot- 
ism, then,  have  admonished  these  men,  honoured  as  they 
were  with  the  confidence  of  the  people,  rather  to  have 
pursued  a  course,  having  for  its  object  to  keep  alive  ex- 
citement, than  to  have  endeavoured  to  introduce  fear, 
and  paralyze  exertion.  Such  conduct,  if  productive  of 
nothing  worse,  was  well  calculated  to  excite  alarm.  It 
the  militia,  who  had  been  hastily  drawn  to  the  camp, 
and  who  were  yet  trembling  for  the  safety  of  their  fami- 
lies, had  been  told,  that  a  few  private  men,  of  standing 
in  society,  had  expressed  their  opinions,  and  declared 
resistance  useless,  it  would,  without  doubt  have  created 
serious  apprehensions;  but,  in  a  much  greater  degree 
would  they  be  calculated  to  arise,  when  told  that  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  chosen  to  preside  over  the 
safety  and  destinies  of  the  state,  after  due  deliberation, 
had  pronounced  all  attempts  at  successful  opposition 
Tain  and  ineffectual. 

Here  was  an  additional  reason  why  expedients  should 
be  devised,  and  every  precaution  adopted,  to  prevent 

*  Only  four  members  of  the  legislature  appeared  in  the  field,  to 
defend  their  country.  We  regret  not  knowing  the  name  of  one  of 
these  persons:  those  we  hnve  ascertained  are,  general  Garrigue 
Flojack,  major  Eziel,  and  Mr.  Bulort,  who,  abandoning  their  civil 
duties  for  the  field,  afforded  examples  worthy  of  imitation. 
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any  communication,  by  which  the  slightest  intelligence 
should  be  had  of  our  situation,  already,  indeed,  suffi- 
ciently deplorable.  Additional  guards  were  posted 
along  the  swamp,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi,  to 
arrest  all  intercourse;  while  on  the  river,  the  common 
highway,  watch  boats  wee  constantly  plying  during  the 
night,  in  different  directions,  so  that  a  log  could  scarcely 
float  down  the  stream  unperceived.  Two  flat-bottomed 
boats,  on  a  dark  night,  were  turned  adrift  above,  to  as- 
certain if  vigilance  were  preserved,  and  whether  there 
would  be  any  possibility  of  escaping  the  guards  and 
passing  in  safety  to  the  British  lines.  The  light  boats 
discovered  them  on  their  passage,  and  on  the  alarm  be- 
ing given,  they  were  opened  upon  by  the  Louisiana 
sloop,  and  the  batteries  on  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes were  sunk.  In  spite,  however,  of  every  precaution, 
treason  still  discovered  avenues  through  which  to  pro- 
ject and  execute  her  nefarious  plans,  and  through  thena 
was  constantly  afforded  information  to  the  enemy;  car- 
ried to  them,  no  doubt,  by  adventurous  friends,  who 
sought  and  effected  their  nightly  passage  through  the 
deepest  parts  of  the  swamp,  where  it  was  impossible  for 
sentinels  to  be  stationed.* 

Great  inconvenience  was  sustained  for  the  want 
of  arms,  and  much  anxiety  felt,  lest  the  enemy,, 
through  their  faithful  adherents,  might,  on  this  sub- 
ject also,  obtain  information:  to  prevent  it,  as  far 
as  possible,  general  Jackson  endeavoured  to  conceal 
the  strength  and  situation  of  his  army,  by  suffer- 
ing his  reports  to  be  seen  by  none  but  himself  and 
Ihc   adjutant-general.      Many   of  the    troops    in    the 

*  See  note  C. 
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field  were  supplied  with  common  guns,  which  were  of 
Jittle  service.  The  Kentucky  troops,  daily  expected, 
were  also  understood  to  be  badly  provided  with  arms. 
Uncertain  but  that  the  city  might  yet  contain  many  ar- 
ticles that  would  be  serviceable,  orders  were  issued  to 
the  mayor  of  New  Orleans,  directing  him  diligently  to 
enquire  through  every  store  and  house,  and  take  posses- 
sion of  all  the  muskets,  bayonets,  spades  and  axes  he 
could  find.  Understanding,  too,  there  were  many  young 
men,  who,  from  different  pretexts,  had  not  appeared  in 
the  field,  he  was  instructed  to  obtain  a  register  of  every 
man  in  the  city,  under  the  age  of  fifty,  that  measures 
might  be  concerted  for  drawing  forth  those  who  had 
hitherto  appeared  backward  in  engaging  in  the  pending 
contest. 

Frequent  light  skirmishes,  by  advanced  parties,  with- 
out material  effect  on  either  side,  were  the  only  inci- 
dents that  took  place  for  several  days.  Colonel  Hinds, 
at  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  dragoons,  on  the  30th,  wag 
ordered  to  dislodge  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who,  under 
cover  of  a  ditch  that  ran  across  the  plain,  were  annoying 
our  fatigue  parties.  In  his  advai>ce,  he  was  unexpected- 
ly thrown  into  an  ambuscade,  and  becam.e  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  a  line,  which  had  hitherto  lain  concealed  and 
unobserved.  His  collected  conduct,  and  gallant  deport- 
ment, gained  him  and  his  corps  the  approbation  of  the 
commanding  general,  and  extricated  him  from  the  dan- 
ger in  which  he  was  placed.  The  enemy,  forced  from 
their  position  retired,  and  he  returned  to  the  line,  with 
the  loss  of  five  of  bis  men. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Attack  of  the  1st  of  January. — General  Jackson's  line  of  <?«- 
fence. — Kentucky  troops  arrive  at  head  quarters. — British 
army  reinforced;  their  preparations  for  attack. — Battle  of 
ike  Sth  of  January,  and  repulse  of  the  enemy. — American 
redoubt  carried,  and  retaken. —  Colonel  Thornton  proceeds 
against  general  Morgan'' s  line,  and  takes  possession  of  it. — 
Letter  of  captain  Wilkinson. — British  watchtrord. — Gene- 
rous conduct  of  the  American  soldiers. — Morgan'^s  line  re- 
gained.—  General  Lambert  requests  a  suspension  of  hostili' 
ties. — Armistice  concluded. — Execution  of  an  American  sol- 
dier by  the  British, 

The  British  were  encamped  two  miles  below  the 
Aaierican  army,  on  a  perfect  plain,  and  in  full  view. 
Although  foiled  in  their  attempt  to  carry  our  works  by 
the  force  of  their  batteries,  on  the  28th,  they  yet  resolved 
upon  another  attack,  and  one  which  they  believed  would 
be  more  successful.  Presuming  their  failure  to  have 
arisen  from  not  having  sufficiently  strong  batteries,  and 
heavy  ordnance,  a  more  enlarged  arrangement  was  re- 
sorted to,  with  a  confidence  of  silencing  opposition,  and 
effecting  such  breaches  in  our  entrenchment  as  would 
enable  their  columns  to  pass,  without  being  exposed  to 
any  considerable  hazard.  The  interim  between  the 
28th  of  December  and  1st  of  January  was  accordingly 
spe'it  in  preparing  to  execute  their  de--igns.  Their 
boats  had  been  despatched  to  the  shipping,  and  an  ad- 
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ditional  supply  of  heavy  cannon  landed  through  bayou 
Bienvenu,  whence  they  had  first  debarked. 

During  the  night  of  the  31st,  they  were  busily  enga- 
ged. An  impenetrable  fog,  next  morniLg,  which  was 
not  dispelled  until  nine  o'clock,  by  concealing  their  pur- 
pose, aided  them  in  the  plans  they  were  projecting,  and 
gave  time  for  the  completion  of  their  works.  This  hav- 
ing disappeared,  severalheavy  batteries,  at  the  distance 
of  six  hundred  yards,  mounting  eighteen  and  twenty-four 
pound  carronades,  were  presented  to  view.  No  sooner 
was  it  sufficiently  clear  to  distinguish  objects  at  a  dis- 
tance, than  these  were  opened,  and  a  tremendous  burst 
of  artillery  commenced,  accompanied  with  congreve 
rockets,  that  filled  the  air  in  all  directions.  Q.ur  troops, 
protected  by  a  defence,  which,  from  their  constant  la- 
bours and  exertions,  they  believe  to  be  impregnable,  un- 
moved and  undisturbed,  maintained  their  ground,  and, 
by  their  skilful  management,  in  the  end,  succeeded  in  dis- 
mounting and  silencip.g  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  The 
British,  through  the  friendly  interference  of  some  disaf- 
fected citizens,  having  been  apprized  of  the  situation  of 
the  general's  quarters,  that  he  dwelt  in  a  house  at  a 
small  distance  in  the  rear  of  his  line  of  defence,  against 
it  directed  their  first  and  principle  efforts,  with  a  view 
to  destroy  the  commander.  So  great  was  the  number 
of  balls  thrown,  that,  in  a  little  while,  its  porticos  were 
beaten  down,  and  the  building  made  a  complete  wreck. 
In  this  dishonourable  design,  they  were,  however,  disap- 
pointed ;  for  with  Jackson  it  was  a  constant  practice,  on 
the  first  appearance  of  danger,  not  to  wait  in  his  quarters, 
watching  events,  but  instantly  to  proceed  to  the  line,  ai.d 
be  ready  to  form  his  arrangements  as  circumstances 
might  require.     Constantly  in  expeclaiion  of  a  charge, 
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he  was  never  absent  from  the  po^i  of  daiiger;  and  thith- 
er he  iiad  iiiis  moraing  repaired,  at  tiie  tirsL  sound  of  the 
cannon,  to  aid  in  defence,  and  inspire  his  troops  with 
fiimaess.  Our  guns,  along  the  line,  now  opened,  to  re- 
pel the  assault,  and  a  constant  roar  of  cannon,  on  both 
sides, continued  u  itil  nearlv  noon;  when,  by  the  superior 
skill  of  our  engineers,  the  two  batteries  Ibrmed  on  the 
right,  next  the  woods,  were  nearly  beaten  down,  and 
many  of  the  guns  dismounted,  bi'oken,  and  rendered  use- 
less. That  next  the  river  still  continued  its  fire,  u^  tji 
three  o'clock;  when,  perceivi^.g  all  attempts  to  force  a 
breach  ineffectual,  the  enemy  gave  up  the  contest,  and 
retired.  Every  act  of  theirs  discovers  a  strange  delusion, 
and  unfolds  on  what  wild  and  fanciful  grounds  all  their 
expectations  were  founded.  Tiiat  the  American  troops 
were  well  posted,  and  strongly  defended  by  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance  mounted  along  their  line,  was  a  fact 
well  known:  yet  a  belief  was  confidently  indulged,  that 
the  undisciplined  collection  which  constituted  the 
strength  of  our  army,  would  be  able  to  derive  Httle  ben- 
efii  from  such  a  circumstance;  and  that  artillery  could 
produce  but  slight  advantages  in  the  hands  of  persons 
who  were  strangers  to  the  manner  of  using  it.  TLtat 
many,  who,  from  necessity,  were  called  to  the  direction 
of  the  guns,  were  at  first  entirely  unacquainted  with 
their  management,  is  indeed  true;  yet  the  accuracy  and 
precision  with  which  they  threw  their  shot,  afforded  a 
convincing  argument,  either  that  they  possessed  the  ca- 
pacity of  becoming,  in  a  short  time,  well  acqiuiinted  with 
tUe.  art  of  gunnery,  or  that  it  was  a  science,  the  acqni- 
ri  !g  of  which  was  not  attended  with  incalculable  uiffi- 
c  allies. 

26 
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That  they  would  be  able  to  effect  an  opening,  and 
march  through  the  strong  defence  in  their  front,  was  an 
idea  so  fondly  cherished  by  our  assailants,  that  an  appre- 
hension of  failure  had  scarcely  ever  occurred.  So  san- 
guine were  they  in  this  belief,  that,  early  in  the  morning, 
their  soldiers  were  arranged  along  the  ditches,  in  rear 
of  their  batteries,  prepared  and  ready  to  advance  to  the 
charge,  the  moment  a  breach  could  be  made.  Here, 
by  their  situation  protected  from  danger,  they  remained, 
waiting  the  result  that  should  call  them  to  act.  But 
their  efforts  not  having  produced  the  sHghtest  impres- 
sion, nor  their  rockets  the  effect  of  driving  our  mihtia 
away,  they  abandoned  the  contest,  and  retired  to  their 
camp,  leaving  their  batteries  materially  injured — nay, 
well  nigh  destroyed. 

Perceiving  their  attempts  must  fail,  and  that  such  an 
effect  could  not  be  produced  as  would  warrant  their 
advance,  another  expedient  was  resorted  to,  but  with 
no  better  success.  It  occurred  to  the  British  comman- 
der, an  attack  might  be  made  to  advantage  next  the 
woods,  and  a  force  was  accordingly  ordered  to  penetrate 
in  this  direction,  and  turn  the  left  of  our  line,  which  was 
supposed  not  to  extend  further  than  to  the  margin  of  the 
swamp.  In  this  way,  it  was  expected  a  diversion  could 
be  made,  while  the  reserve  columns,  being  in  readiness, 
and  waiting,  were  to  press  forward  the  moment  this  ob- 
ject could  be  effected.  Here,  too,  difaj^pointment  re- 
sulted. Coffee's  brigade,  being  already  extended  into 
the  swamp,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  ior  an  advar  ciiig 
party  to  penetrate,  brought  u;  ex['Gcied  dangers  into 
view,  and  occasioned  an  abandoiiment  of  the  project. 
Ttiat  to  turn  tlie  extreme  left  of  th(;  line  was  practical-le, 
and  might  be  attempted,  was  the  subject  of  earl)  con- 
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slderation ;  and  necessary  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  it.  Although  cutting  the  levee  had  raised  the 
waters  in  the  swamp,  and  increased  the  difficulties  of 
keeping  troops  there,  yet  a  fear  lest  this  pass  might  be 
sought  by  the  enemy,  and  the  rear  of  the  line  thereby 
gained,  had  determined  the  general  to  extend  his  de- 
fence even  here.  This  had  been  entrusted  to  general 
Coffee;  and  surely  a  more  arduous  duty  can  scarcely 
be  imagined.  To  form  a  breastwork,  in  such  a  place, 
was  attended  with  many  difficulties  and  considerable 
exposure.  A  slight  defence,  however,  had  been  thrown 
up,  and  the  underwood,  for  thirty  or  forty  yards  in  front, 
cut  down,  that  the  riflemen,  stationed  for  its  protection, 
might  have  a  complete  view  of  any  force,  which,  through 
this  route,  might  attempt  a  passage.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected, that  this  position  was  to  be  maintained  night  and 
day,  uncertain  of  the  moment  of  attack,  and  that  the 
only  opportunity  afforded  our  troops  for  rest,  was  on  logs 
and  brush,  thrown  together,  by  which  they  were  raised 
above  the  surrounding  water,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that 
seldom  has  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  to  encounter  greater 
hardships:  but,  accustomed  to  privation,  and  alive  to 
those  feehngs  which  a  love  of  country  inspires,  they 
obeyed  without  complaining,  and  cheerfully  kept  their 
position  until  all  danger  had  subsided.  Sensible  of  the 
importance  of  the  point  they  defended,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  be  maintained,  be  the  sacrifice  what  it 
might,  they  looked  to  nothing  but  a  zealous  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  trust  confided  to  them. 

Our  loss,  in  this  affair,  was  eleven  killed,  and  twenty- 
three  wounded:  that  of  the  enemy  was  never  correctly 
known.  The  only  certain  information  is  contained  in  a 
communication  of  the  28th  instant  from  general  Lam- 
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bert  to  earl  Bathurst,in  which  the  casualties  and  losses^ 
from  the  1st  to  the  5th,  are  slated  at  seventy-eight. — 
Many  allowances,  however,  are  to  be  made  for  this  re- 
port. It  was  written  at  a  time,  when,  from  the  nume- 
rous disasters  encountered,  it  was  not  to  be  presumed 
the  general's  mind  was  in  a  situation  patiently  to  re- 
member, or  minutely  to  detail  the  facts.  From  the  great 
precision  of  our  fire,  and  the  injury  visibly  sustained  by 
their  batteries,  their  loss  was,  no  doubt,  considerable. 
The  enemy's  heavy  shot  having  penetrated  our  entrench- 
ment, in  many  places,  it  was  discovered  not  to  be  as 
strong  as  had  at  first  been  imagined.  Fatigue  parties 
were  again  employed,  and  its  strength  daily  increased: 
an  additional  number  of  bales  of  cotton  were  taken  to 
be  applied  to  strengthening  and  defending  the  embra- 
sures along  the  line.  A  Frenchman,  whose  property 
had  been  thus,  without  his  consent  seized,  fearful  of  the 
injury  it  might  sustain,  proceeded  in  person  to  general 
Jackson,  to  reclaim  it,  and  to  demand  its  delivery.  The 
general  having  heard  his  complaint,  and  ascertained 
from  him  that  he  was  unemployed  in  any  military  ser- 
vice, directed  a  musket  to  be  brought  to  him,  and  placing 
it  in  his  hand,  ordered  him  on  the  line,  remarking  at  the 
same  time,  that  as  he  seemed  to  be  a  man  possessed  of 
property,  he  knew  of  none  who  had  a  better  right  to 
fight,  and  to  defend  it. 

The  British  had  again  retired  to  their  encampment. 
It  was  well  understood  by  Jackson,  that  they  were  in 
daily  expectation  of  considerable  reinforcements;  though 
lie  rested  with  confidence  in  the  behef,  that  a  few  more 
days  would  also  bring  to  his  assistance  the  troops  from 
Kentucky.  Each  party,  therefore,  was  busily  and  con- 
stantly engaged    in  preparation,— the  one  to  wage  a 
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tigorous  attack,  the  other  bravely  to  defend,  and  resO' 
lutely  to  oppose  it. 

The  position  of  the  American  army  was  in  the  rear 
of  an  intrenchment  formed  of  earth,  and  which  extended 
in  a  straight  line  from  the  river  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  the  swamp.  In  front  was  a  deep  ditch,  which 
had  been  formerly  used  as  a  mill-race.  The  Mississippi 
had  receded  and  left  this  dry,  next  the  river,  though  in 
many  places  the  water  still  remained.  Along  the  line, 
and  at  unequal  distances,  to  the  centre  of  general  Car- 
roll's command,  were  guns  mounted,  of  different  cali- 
ber, from  six  to  thirty-two  pounders.  Near  the  river, 
and  in  advance  of  the  entrenchment,  was  erected  a  re- 
doubt, with  embrasures,  commanding  the  road  along  the 
levee,  and  calculated  to  rake  the  ditch  in  front. 

We  have  heretofore  stated,  that  general  Morgan  was 
ordered,  on  the  24th  of  December,  to  cross  to  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi.  From  an  apprehension  enter- 
tained that  an  attempt  might  be  made  through  Barrata- 
ria,  and  the  city  reached  from  the  right  baiik  of  the 
river,  the  general  had  extended  his  defence  there  like- 
wise: in  fact,  unacquainted  with  the  enemy's  views — 
not  knowing  the  number  of  their  troops,  nor,  but  thai 
they  might  have  sufficient  strength  to  wage  an  attack 
in  various  directions,  ajid  anxiously  solicitous  to  be  pre- 
pared at  all  poi  .ts,  he  had  carefully  divided  out  his 
forces,  that  he  might  guard,  and  be  able  to  protect,  in 
whatever  direction  an  assault  should  be  waged.  His 
greatest  fears,  and  hence  his  strongest  defence,  next  to 
the  one  occupied  by  himself,  was  on  the  Chef  Menteur 
road,  where  governor  Claiborne,  at  the  head  of  the  Lou- 
isiana mihtia,  was  posted.  The  position  on  the  right 
was  formed  on  the  same  plan  with  the  line  on  the  left,— 
26* 
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lower  down  than  that  on  the  left,  and  extending  to  thcf 
swamp  at  right  angles  to  the  river.  Here  general  Mor- 
gan commanded. 

To  be  prepared  against  every  possible  contingency 
that  might  arise,  Jackson  had  established  another  line  of 
defence,  about  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  one  at  pre- 
sent occupied,  which  was  intended  as  a  rallying  point, 
in  the  event  he  should  be  driven  from  his  first  position. 
With  the  aid  of  his  cavalry,  to  give  a  momentary  check 
to  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  he  expected  to  be  enabled, 
with  inconsiderable  injury,  to  reach  it;  where  he  would 
again  have  advantages  on  his  side- — be  in  a  situation  to 
dispute  a  further  passage  to  the  city,  and  arrest  their 
progress.  To  inspirit  his  own  soldiers,  and  to  exhibit  to 
the  enemy  as  great  a  show  as  possible  of  strength  and 
intended  resistance,  his  unarmed  troops,  which  consti- 
tuted no  very  inconsiderable  number,  were  here  sta- 
tioned. All  intercourse  between  the  lines,  but  by  confi- 
dential officers,  was  prohibited,  and  every  precaution 
and  vigilance  employed,  not  only  to  keep  this  want  of 
preparation  concealed  from  the  enemy,  but  even  front 
being  known  on  his  own  lines. 

Occasional  firing  at  a  distance,  which  produced  no- 
thing of  consequence,  was  all  that  marked  the  interim 
from  the  1st  to  the  8th. 

On  the  4th  of  this  month,  the  long  expected  reinforce- 
ment from  Kentucky,  amounting  to  twenty-two  hundred 
and  fifty,  under  the  command  of  major-general  Thomas, 
arrived  at  head-quarters;  but  so  ill  provided  with  arms, 
as  to  be  incapable  of  rendering  any  considerable  service. 
The  alacrity  with  which  the  citizens  of  this  state  had 
proceeded  to  the  frontiers, and  aided  in  the  north-western 
campaigns,  added  to  the  disasters  which  ill-timed  policy 
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«r  misfortune  had  produced,  had  created  such  a  drain 
that  arms  were  not  to  be  procured.  Tliey  had  advanced, 
however,  to  their  point  of  destination,  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  being  supplied  on  their  arrival.     About  five  huB- 
dredof  them  had  muskets;  the  rest  were  provided  with 
guns,  from  which  httle  or   no  advantage  could  be  ex- 
pected.    The  mayor  of  New  Orleans,  at  the  request  of 
general  Jackson,  had  already  examined  and  drawn  from 
the  city  every  weapon  that  could  be  found;  vphile  the 
arrival  of  the  Louisiana  militia,  in  an  equally  unpre- 
pared situation,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  evil  to 
be  effectually  remedied.     A  boat,  laden  with  arms,  was 
somewhere  on  the  river,  intended  for  the  use  and  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country;  but  w^here  it  was,  or  when 
it  might  arrive,  rested  alone  on   hope  and  conjecture. 
Expresses  had  been  despatched  up  the  river,  for  three 
hundred  miles,  to  seek  and  hasten  it  on ;  still  there  were 
ho  tidings  of  an  approach.     That  so  many  brave  men, 
at  a  moment  of  such  anxious  peril,  should  be  compelled 
to  stand  with  folded  arms,  unable,  from  their  situation, 
to  render  the  least  possible  service  to  their  country,  was 
an  event  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  did  not  fail  to  ex- 
cite the  feelings  and  sensibility  of  the  commanding  ge- 
neral.    His  mind,  active,  and  prepared  for  any  thing 
but  despondency,  sought  relief  in  vain ; — there  was  none^ 
No  alternative  was  presented,  but  to  place  them  at  his 
entrenchment  in  the  rear,  conceal  their  actual  condition, 
and  by  the  show  they  might  make,  add   to  his  appear- 
ance and  numbers,  without  at  all  increasing  his  strength. 
Information  was  now  received  that  major-general  Lam" 
bert  had  joined  the  British  commander-in-chief,  w^th  a 
considerable  reinforcement.      It  had   been  heretoiore 
announced  in  the  American  camp,  that  additional  forces 
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were  expected,  and  something  decisive  might  be  looked 
for,  so  soon  as  thej  should  arrive.  This  circumstance, 
in  connexion  with  others,  no  less  favouring  the  idea,  had 
Jed  to  the  conclusion  ihat  a  few  more  days  would,  in  all 
probability,  bring  on  the  struggle  which  would  decide 
the  fate  of  the  city.  It  was  more  than  ever  necessary 
to  keep  concealed  the  situation  of  his  army;  and,  above 
all,  to  preserve  as  secret  as  possible  its  unarmed  condi- 
tion. To  restrict  all  communication,  even  with  his  own 
lines,  was  now,  as  danger  increased,  rendered  more  im- 
portant. None  were  permitted  to  leave  the  line,  and 
none  from  without  to  pass  into  his  camp,  but  such  as 
"were  to  be  implicitly  confided  in.  The  lit  e  of  sentiiiCls 
was  strengthened  in  front,  that  none  might  pass  to  the 
enemy,  should  desertion  be  attempted:  yet,  notwith- 
standing this  precaution  and  care,  his  plans  and  situation 
were  disclosed.  On  the  night  of  the  6th,  a  soldier  trcm 
the  line,  by  some  means,  succeeded  in  eluding  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  sentitiels.  Early  next  morning,  his  depar- 
ture was  discovered:  it  was  at  once  correctly  conjec- 
tured he  had  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  and  would,  no 
doubt,  afford  them  all  the  information  in  his  power  to 
communicate.  This  opinion,  as  subsequent  circum- 
stances disclosed,  was  well  founded;  and  dearly  did 
he  atone  his  crime.  He  unfolded  to  the  British  the 
situation  of  the  American  line;  the  late  reinforcements 
we  had  received,  and  the  unarmed  condition  of  many  of 
the  troops;  and,  pointing  to  the  centre  of  general  Car- 
roll's  division,  as  a  place  occupied  by  niilitia  alor.e,  re- 
commended it  as  the  point  where  an  attack  might  be 
most  prudently  and  safely  made. 

Other  i^otelligence  received  was  confirmatory  of  the 
belief  of  an  impending  attack.     From  some  prisoners, 
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taken  on  the  lake,  it  was  ascertained  the  enemy  were  bu- 
sily engaged  in  deepening  Villery's  canal,  with  a  view 
of  passing  their  boats  and  ordnance  to  the  Mississ^ippi. 
During  the  7th,  a  constant  bustle  was  perceived  in  the 
British  camp.  Along  the  borders  of  the  canal,  their  sol- 
diers were  continually  in  motion,  marching  and  manceu- 
vring,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  conceal  those  who 
were  busily  engaged  at  work  in  the  rear.  To  ascertain 
the  cause  of  this  uncommon  stir,  and  learn  their  designs 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  commodore  Patterson  had 
proceeded  down  the  river, on  the  opposite  side,  and,  ha- 
ving gained  a  favourable  position,  in  front  of  their  en- 
campment, discovered  them  to  be  actually  engaged  in 
deepening  the  passage  to  the  river.  It  was  no  difficult 
matter  to  divine  their  purpose.  No  other  conjecture 
could  be  entertained,  than  that  an  assault  was  intended 
to  be  made  on  the  line  of  defence  commanded  by  gen- 
eral Morgan;  which,  if  gained,  would  expose  our  troops 
on  the  left  bank  to  the  fire  of  the  redoubt  erected  on  the 
right;  and  in  this  way  compel  them  to  an  abandonment 
of  their  position.  To  counteract  this  scheme  was  im- 
portant; and  measures  wars  immediately  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  a  plan,  Avhich,  if  successful,  would 
be  attended  with  incalculable  dangers.  An  increased 
strength  was  given  to  this  hne.  The  second  regiment 
of  Louisiana  militia,  and  four  hundred  Kentucky  troops, 
were  directed  to  be  crossed  over,  to  reinforce  and  pro- 
tect it.  Owing  to  some  delay  and  difficulty  in  arming 
them,  the  latter,  amounting,  instead  of  four  hundred, 
to  but  one  hundred  and  eighty,  did  not  arrive  until  the 
morniag  of  the  8th.  A  litile  before  day,  they  were  de- 
spatched to  aid  an  advanced  party,  who,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  Arnaut,  had  been  sent  to  watch  the  move- 


S 1 0  LIFE  OP  CxENERAL  JACKSON. 

ments  of  the  enemy,  and  oppose  their  landing.  The 
hopes  indulged  from  their  opposition  were  not  realized; 
and  the  enemy  unmolested  reached  the  shore. 

Morgan's  position,  besides  being  strengthened  by  se- 
veral brass  twelves,  was  defended  by  a  strong  battery, 
mounting  twenty-four  pounders,  directed  by  commodore 
Patterson,  which  afforded  additional  strength  and  secu- 
rity. The  line  itself  was  not  strong;  yet,  if  properly 
maintained  by  the  troops  selected  to  defend  it,  was  be- 
lieved fully  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  successful  resis- 
tance. Late  at  night,  Patterson  ascertained  that  the 
«nemy  had  succeeded  in  passing  their  boats  through  the 
canal,  and  immediately  communicated  his  information 
to  the  general.  The  commodore  had  already  formed  the 
idea  of  dropping  the  Louisiana  schooner  down,  to  attack 
and  sink  them.  This  thought,  though  well  conceived, 
was  abandoned,  from  the  danger  involved,  and  from  an 
apprehension  lest  the  batteries  erected  on  the  river, 
with  which  she  would  come  in  collision,  might,  by  the 
aid  of  hot  shot,  succeed  in  blowing  her  up.  It  was  pre- 
ferred patiently  to  await  their  arrival,  believing  it  would 
be  practicable,  with  the  bravery  of  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  men,  and  the  slender  advantages  possessed  from 
their  line  of  defence,  to  maintain  their  position,  and  re- 
pel the  assailants. 

On  the  left  bank,  where  the  general  in  person  com- 
manded, every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  meet  the  assault 
when  it  should  be  made.  The  redoubt  on  the  levee  was 
defended  by  a  company  of  the  seventh  regiment  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ross.  The  regular  troops 
occupied  that  part  of  the  entrenchment  next  the  river. 
General  Carroll's  division  was  in  the  centre,  supported 
^j  the  Kentucky  troops,   under  general  John  Adair;, 
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wbtle  the  extreme  left,  extending  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  swamp,  was  protected  bj  the  brigade  of 
ge7ieral  Coffee.  How  soon  the  attack  should  be  waged, 
was  uncertain;  at  what  moment,  rested  with  the  enemy, 
— with  us,  to  be  in  readiness  for  resistance.  Tliere 
were  many  circumstances,  however,  favouring  the  be- 
lief, that  the  hour  of  contest  was  not  far  distant,  and  in- 
deed fast  approaching;  the  hustle  of  to-day, — the  efforts 
to  carry  their  boats  into  the  river, — ^the  fascines  and  scal- 
ing-ladders that  were  preparing,  were  circumstances 
pointing  to  attack,  and  indicating  the  hour  to  be  near  at 
hand.  General  Jackson,  unmoved  by  appearances,  anx- 
iously desired  a  contest,  which  he  believed  would  give  a 
triumph  to  his  arms,  and  terminate  the  hardships  of  his 
suffering  soldiers.  Unremitting  in  exertion,  and  con- 
stantly vigilant,  his  precaution  kept  pace  with  the  zeal 
and  preparation  of  the  enemy.  He  seldom  slept:  he 
was  always  at  his  post,  performing  the  duties  of  both 
ge.ieral  and  soldier.  His  sentir.els  were  doubled,  and 
exleiided  as  far  as  possible  in  the  direction  of  the  Brit- 
ish camp;  wliile  a  considerable  portion  of  the  troops 
were  constantly  at  the  line,  witli  arms  in  tlieir  hands, 
ready  to  act,  when  the  first  alarm  should  be  given. 

For  eight  days  had  the  two  armies  lain  upon  the  same 
field,  and  in  view  of  each  other,  without  any  thiiig  deci- 
sive being  on  either  side  effected.  Twice,  since  their 
landing,  had  the  British  columns  essayed  to  effect  by 
storm  the  execution  of  their  plans,  and  twice  had  failed 
— been  compelh^d  to  relif.quish  the  attempt,  and  retire 
from  the  contest.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  things 
coiiH  long  remain  in  this  dubious  state.  Soldiers,  the 
pride  of  England, — the  boasted  conquerors  of  Europe, 
were  there ;  distinguished  generals  were  their  leaders, 
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who  earnestly  desired  to  aiiuoa;!ce  to  their  country,  and 
the  world,  their  sig.al  acnievements.  Tlie  high  expt-c- 
taiious  which  had  been  irsdulged  of  the  success  of  this 
expeditiovi,  were  to  be  reahzed,  at  every  peril,  or  dis- 
grace would  follow  the  failure. 

Trie  8th  of  Ja  mary  at  length  arrived.  The  day 
dawned;  and  the  sigaal?,  iirtended  lo  produce  concert  in 
the  enemy's  movemeuts,  were  descried.  On  the  left, 
near  the  swamp,  a  sky-rocket  was  perceived  rising  in  the 
air;  a'fid  presently  another  ascended  from  the  right,  next 
the  river.  They  were  intended  to  announce  that  all 
was  prepared  and  ready,  lo  proceed  ard  carry  by  stoi  m 
a  defence  which  had  twice  foiled  their  utmost  efforrs. 
Instantly  the  charge  was  made, aid  with  such  rapidity, 
that  our  soldiers,  at  the  out  posts,  with  difficulty  tied  in. 

The  British  batteries,  which  had  beei!  demolished  on 
the  1st  of  the  month,  had  been  re-established  duris  g  ihe 
preceding  night,  and  heavy  pieces  of  cannon  mounted,  to 
aid  in  their  intended  operatioi:s.  These  now  opeied, 
and  showers  of  bombs  and  balls  were  poured  upon  our 
line;  while  the  air  was  ligiited  with  their  congreve  rock- 
ets. The  two  divisions,  commanded  by  Sir  Edw;  rd 
Packenham  in  person,  and  supported  by  generalsK  ;••  e 
and  Gihbs,  pressed  forward;  the  right  agairtst  the  <■.  li- 
tre of  general  Carroll's  command,— the  left  agains?!  cur 
redoubt  on  the  levee.  A  thick  log,  that  obscured  .  e 
morning,  enabled  them  to  approacli  witiiin  a  shoi  ins- 
tance of  our  entrenchme'-t,  before  they  were  discov  d. 
They  were  now  perceived  advancir-g,  with  firm,  qi  .vk, 
arid  steady  pace,  in  column,  with  a  front  of  sixiy  oi  se- 
venty deep.  Our  troops,  who  had  for  some  time  i  'en 
in  readiness,  a«!d  waiting  their  appeara- ce,  gave  :';  fee 
cheers,  and  iiistanlly  the  whole  hue  was  lighted  with 
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the  blaze  of  their  fire."  A  burst  of  artillery  and  small  arms, 
pouring  with  destructive  aim  upon  them,  mowed  dov»'ri 
their  front,  and  arrested  their  advance.  In  our  mus- 
ketry there  was  not  a  moment's  intermission ;  as  one  par- 
ty discharged  their  pieces,  another  succeeded ;  alternate- 
ly loading  and  appearing,  no  pause  could  be  perceived, 
it  was  one  continued  volley.  The  columns  already  per- 
ceived their  dangerous  and* exposed  situation.  Battery 
No.  7  on  the  left,  was  ably  served  by  lieutenant  Spotts,and 
galled  them  with  an  incessant  and  destructive  fire. — 
Batteries  No.  6  and  8  were  no  less  actively  employed, 
and  no  less  successful  in  felling  them  to  the  ground. — 
Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  our  fire,  which  few 
troops  could  for  a  moment  have  withstood,  some  of  those 
brave  men,  pressed  on,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
ditch,  in  front  of  our  works,  where  they  remained  dur- 
ing the  action,  and  were  afterwards  made  prisoners. — 
The  horror  before  them  was  too  great  to  be  withstood; 
and  already  were  the  British  troops  seen  Avavering  in 
their  determination,  and  receding  from  the  conflict. — 
At  this  moment  Sir  Edward  Packenham,  hastening  to 
the  front,  endeavoured  to  encourage  and  inspire  them 
with  renewed  zeal.  His  example  was  of  short  continu- 
ance: hesoonfell,mortally  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  his 
aid-de-camp,  not  far  from  our  line.  Generals  Gibbs  and 
Keane,  also  fell,  and  were  borne  from  the  field,  danger- 
ously wounded.  At  this  moment,  general  Lambert,  who 
was  advancing  at  a  small  distance  in  the  rear,  with  the 
reserve,  met  the  columas  precipitately  retreating,  and 
in  great  confusion.  His  efforts  to  stop  them  were  una- 
vailing,— they  continued  retreating,  until  they  reached 
a  ditch,  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred  yards,  where  a 
27 
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momentary  safety  being  found,  they  were  rallied  and 
halted. 

The  field  before  them,  over  which  they  had  advanced, 
was  strewed  with  the  dead  and  dyitig.  Danger  hovered 
etill  around;  yet, urged  and  encouraged  bj  their  officers, 
who  feared  their  ovi^n  disgrace  involved  in  the  failure, 
they  again  moved  to  the  charge.  They  were  already 
near  enough  to  deploy,  and  were  endeavouring  to  do 
so;  but  the  same  constant  and  unremitted  resistance 
that  caused  their  first  retreat,  continued  yet  unabated. 
Our  batteries  had  never  ceased  their  fire ;  their  constant 
discharges  of  grape  and  canister,  and  the  fatal  aim  of 
our  musketry,  mowed  dowed  the  front  of  the  columns 
as  fast  as  they  could  be  formed.  Satisfied  nothing  could 
be  done,  and  that  certain  destruction  awaited  all  further 
attempts,  they  forsook  the  contest  and  the  field  in  disor- 
der, leaving  it  almost  entirely  covered  with  the  d^ad  and 
wounded.  It  was  in  vain  their  officers  endeavoured  to 
animate  them  to  further  resistance,  and  equally  vain  to 
attempt  coercion.  The  panic  produced  from  the  dread- 
ful repulse  they  had  experienced ;  the  plain,  on  which 
they  had  acted,  being  covered  v/ith  innumerable  bodies 
of  their  countrymen;  while,  with  their  most  zealous  ex- 
ertion, they  had  been  unable  to  obtain  the  slightest  ad- 
vantage, were  circumstances  well  calculated  to  make 
even  the  most  submissive  soldier  oppose  the  authority 
that  would  have  controled  him. 

The  light  companies  of  fusileers ;  the  forty-third  and 
ninety-third  regiments,  and  one  hundred  men  frcm  the 
West  India  regiment,  led  on  by  colonel  Rennie,  were 
ordered  lo  proceed  under  cover  of  some  chimneys,  stand- 
ing in  the  field,  until  having  cleared  them,  to  oblique  to 
the  river,  and  advance,  protected  by  the  levee,  against 
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oilr  redoubt  on  the  right.  This  work,  having  been  but 
lately  commenced,  was  in  an  unfinished  state.  It  was 
not  until  the  4th,  that  general  Jackson,  much  against 
his  own  opinion,  had  yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  others, 
and  permitted  its  projection;  and,  considering,  the  plan 
on  which  it  had  been  sketched,  had  not  yet  received  a 
strength  essential  to  its  safe  defence.  The  detachment 
ordered  against  this  place,  formed  the  left  of  general 
Keaiie's  command.  Rennie  executed  his  orders  with 
great  bravery;  and,  urging  forward,  arrived  at  the  ditch. 
His  advance  Was  greatly  annoyed  by  commodore  Pat- 
terson's battery  on  the  left  bank,  and  the  cannon  mount- 
ed on  the  redoubt ;  but  reaching  our  Avorks,and  passing  the 
ditch,  Rennie,  sword  in  hand,  leaped  on  the  wall,  and 
calling  to  his  troops,  bade  them  follow ;  he  had  scarcely 
spoken,  when  he  fell  by  the  fatal  aim  of  our  riflemen.— 
Pressed  by  the  impetuosity  of  superior  numbers,  who 
were  mounting  the  wall,  and  entering  at  the  embrasures, 
our  troops  had  retired  to  the  line,  in  rear  of  the  redoubt. 
A  momentary  pause  ensued,  but  only  to  be  interrupted 
with  increased  horrors.  Captain  Beal,  with  the  city  rifle- 
men, cool  and  self-possessed,  perceiving  the  enemy  in  his, 
front,  opened  upon  t'lemjand  at  every  discharge  brought 
the  object  to  the  ground.  To  advance,  or  maintain  the 
point  gained,  was  equally  impracticable  for  the  enemy: 
to  retreat  or  surrender  was  the  only  altei'native ;  for  they 
already  perceived  the  division  on  the  right  thrown  into 
confusion,  and  hastily  leaving  the  field. 

General  Jackson  being  informed  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  on  the  right,  and  oftheirbeing  in  possession  of  the 
redoubt,  pressed  forward  a  reinforcem.ent  to  regain  it.^ 
Previously  to  its  arrival  they  had  abandoned  the  attempt, 
and  were  retiring.     They  were  severely  galled  by  such 
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of  our  guns  as  could  be  brought  to  bear.  The  leve« 
afforded  them  considerable  protection;  yet  by  commo- 
dore Patterson's  redoubt,  on  the  right  bank,  they  suffer- 
ed greatly.  Enfiladed  by  this,  on  their  advance,  they 
had  been  greatly  annoyed,  and  now,  in  their  retreat, 
were  no  less  severely  assailed.  Numbers  found  a  grave 
in  the  ditch,  before  our  line ;  and  of  those  who  gained 
the  redoubt,  not  one, it  isbeUeved  escaped; — they  were 
shot  down  as  fast  as  they  entered.  The  route,  along 
which  they  had  advanced  and  retired,  was  strewedwith 
bodiefe.  Affrighted  at  the  carnage,  they  moved  from  the 
scene  hastily  and  in  confusion.  Our  batteries  were  still 
continuing  the  slaughter,  and  cutting  them  down  at  eve- 
ry step :  safety  seemed  only  to  be  attainable  when  they 
should  have  retired  without  the  range  of  our  shot;  which, 
to  troops  galled  as  severely  as  they  were,  was  too  re- 
mote a  relief.  Pressed  by  this  consideration,  they  fled 
to  the  ditch,  whither  the  right  division  had  retreated, 
and  there  remained  until  night  permitted  them  to  retire. 
Here  was  a  period,  the  most  auspicious  that  had  ap- 
peared during  the  war,  to  have  gained  a  complete  tri- 
umph to  our  arms.  What  important  events,  in  a  nation's 
history,  are  often  the  result  of  slight  occurrences!  and 
how  often  are  they  prevented  by  causes  no  less  inconsid- 
erable !  This  truth  is  apparent  in  the  fate  of  this  grand 
expedition,  which  had  been  fitted  out  to  humble  our 
national  pride ;  and  which  would  have  been  captured  or 
destroyed  but  for  the  ill-timed  policy  of  the  government, 
or  its  agents,  who,  as  has  been  shown,  prevented  the 
arrival  of  the  arms  destined  for  this  place,  because  an 
inconsiderable  sum  was  thereby  saved  to  the  nation. — 
A  considerable  portion  of  our  troops  were  inactive  and 
useless  for  the  want  of  arms  to  place  in  their  hands.— 
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If  this  had  not  been  the  case — had  they  been  in  a  situa- 
tion to  hare  acted  efficiently,  the  whole  British  army 
must  have  submitted.  But,  situated  as  Jackson  then 
was,  pursuit  would  have  been  rashness;  though,  with 
the  additional  force  which  a  sufficiency  of  arms  Avould 
have  placed  at  his  command,  much  might  have  been  ef- 
fected against  an  enemy  whose  ranks  were  thinned  by 
the  unparalleled  slaughter  of  the  day;  and  who,  panic- 
struck,  and  fleeing  from  the  danger  before  them,  were 
incompetent  to  resistance,  and  already  believed  them- 
selves conquered:  but  prudence,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, strongly  opposed  the  idea  of  pursuit,  and  sug- 
gested to  the  commanding  general,  that  although  he  had 
thus  signally  achieved  even  more  than  he  had  expected, 
yet  with  the  kind  of  troops  it  had  been  eifected,  inferior 
in  number  and  discipline,  to  attempt,  even  under  pre- 
sent advantages,  a  contest  on  the  plain,  was  hazarding 
too  greatly. 

Colonel  Hinds  was  very  solicitous,  and  in  person  ap- 
plied to  the  commanding  general  for  leave  to  pursue, 
at  the  head  of  his  dragoons,  the  fleeing  and  broken 
columns  of  the  enemy:  Jackson,  however,  would  not 
permit  it.  "My  reason  for  refusing,"  he  remarked, 
"  was,  that  it  might  become  necessary  to  sustain  him, 
and  thus  a  contest  in  the  open  field  be  brought  on :  the 
lives  of  my  meji  Were  of  value  to  their  country,  and  much 
too  dear  to  their  families  to  be  hazarded  where  neces- 
sity did  not  require  it;  but,  above  all,  from  the  nu- 
merous dead  and  w':)unded  stretched  out  on  the  field  be- 
fore me,  I  felt  a  confidei.ce  that  the  safety  of  the  city 
was  most  probably  attained,  and  hence,  that  nothing 
calculated  to  reverse  the  good  fortune  we  had  met  should 
be  attempted." 
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His  reasoning  on  this  subject  was  certainly  correcfj 
and  such  as  feeling  and  policy  sanctioned.  If  an  attack 
had  been  urged,  and  the  effort  crowned  with  success, 
enough  having  been  done,  the  splendour  of  the  late 
transaction  would  be  but  partially  increased,  and  litlte 
additional  lustre  reflected  on  the  American  character: 
if,  however,  unsuccessful,  the  object  of  the  expedition 
was  then  secured  to  the  enemy;  and  all  that  bad,  for 
so  many  days,  and  under  such  weighty  privations,  been 
contended  for,  would,  at  the  instant,  have  been  sacrificed 
and  lost.  In  addition  to  this,  his  soldiers  were  most  of 
them  owners  of  the  soil,  who  had  families  anxiously  con- 
cerned for  their  safety,  and  whose  happiness  depended 
upon  their  return:  such  men  would  have  proven  a  loss 
to  the  community,  too  great  to  warrant  their  being 
risked  for  the  mere  gratification  of  pride;  in  opposition, 
too,  to  those  whose  trade  was  war;  and  who,  wholly 
abstracted  from  any  thing  like  principle,  contended  in 
battle  without  knowing  why,  or  for  what  they  fought. 
The  lives  of  his  soldiers  were  too  valuable  to  their 
families  and  the  community,  to  be  risked  upon  a  venture 
not  warranted  by  necessity,  nor  required  by  the  interest 
and  honour  of  the  country.  He  preferred,  therefore, 
to  adopt  what  seemed  the  safer  course;  to  continue  his 
position,  which  assured  protection  to  the  city,  and  the 
inhabitants,  rather  than  by  endeavouring  to  obtain  more, 
to  endanger  the  loss  of  every  thing. 

The  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  carry  our  line  of  defence 
on  the  left,  were  seconded  by  an  attack  on  the  right  bank, 
with  eight  hundred  chosen  troops,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Thornton.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  passing 
the  boats  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  and  the  strong 
current  of  the  Mississippi,  the  troops  destiued  fer  this 
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service  were  not  crossed,  Eor  the  opposite  shore  reached 
for  some  hours  after  the  expected  moment  of  attack. — 
By  the  time  he  had  effected  a  landing,  the  day  had 
dawned,  and  the  flashes  of  the  guns  announced  the  bat- 
tle begun.  Supported  by  three  gun  boats,  he  hastened 
forward,  with  his  command,  in  the  direction  of  Morgan's 
entrenchment. 

Some  time  during  the  night  of  the  7th,  two  hundred 
Louisiana  militia  had  been  sent  cfT,  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and  oppose  him  in  his  landing:  this 
detachment,  under  the  command  of  major  Arnaud,.had 
advanced  a  mile  down  the  river  and  halted;  either  sup- 
posing the  general  incorrect,  in  apprehending  an  attack, 
or  that  his  men,  if  refreshed,  would  be  more  competent 
to  exertion,  he  directed  them  to  lie  down.and  sleep:  one 
man  only  was  ordered  to  be  upon  the  watch,  lest  the 
enemy .  should  approach  them  undiscovered.  Just  at 
day,  he  called  upon  his  sleeping  companions,  and  bade 
them  rise  and  be  ready,  for  he  had  heard  a  considerable 
bustle,  a  little  below.  No  sooner  risen,  than  confirmed 
in  the  truth  of  what  had  been  stated,  they  moved  off  in 
the  direction  they  had  come,  without  even  attempting 
an  execution  of  their  orders.  The  Kentucky  troops, 
having  reached  Morgan  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
were  immediately  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  Louisi- 
anians.  Biajor  Davis,  who  commanded,  had  proceeded 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  met  those  troops 
hastily  retreating  up  the  road;  he  ascertained  from 
them  that  the  enemy  had  made  the  shore,  had  debarked, 
and  were  moving  rapidly  up  the  levee.  He  informed 
them  for  what  purpose  he  had  been  despatched, — to 
©ppose  an  approach  as  long  as  practicable ;  and  with 


I 


320  LIFE  OF  GENSRAL  JACKSOJf. 

their  assistance,  he  would  endeavour  to  execute  his 
orders. 

The  two  detachments,  now  acting  together,  formed 
behind  a  saw-mill-race,  skirted  with  a  quantil;y  of  plank 
and  scantling,  which  afforded  a  tolerable  shelter.  Da- 
vis, with  his  two  hundred  Kentuckians,  formed  on  the 
road  next  the  river,  supported  by  the  Louisiana  militia 
on  the  right.  The  enemy  appearing,  their  approach 
was  resisted,  and  a  warm  and  spirited  opposition  for 
some  time  maintained:  a  momentary  check  was  given. 
The  British  again  advanced,  and  again  received  a  heavy 
fire.  At  this  moment,  general  Morgan's  aid-de-camp, 
who  was  present,  perceiving  the  steady  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  fearing  for  the  safety  of  the  troops,  ordered 
a  retreat.  Confusion  was  the  consequence — order  could 
not  be  maintained,  and  the  whole  fled,  in  haste,  to  Mor- 
gan's line.  Arriving  in  safety,  though  much  exhausted, 
they  were  immediately  directed  to  form,  and  extend 
themselves  to  the  swamp,  that  the  right  of  t]ie  entrench- 
ment might  not  be, turned. 

Colonel  Thornton  having  reached  an  orange  grove, 
about  seven  hundred  yards  distant, halted;  and  examin- 
ing Morgan's  line,  found  it  to  "  consist  of  a  formidable 
redoubt  on  the  river,"  with  its  weakest  and  most  vulner- 
able  point  towards  the  swamp.  He  directly  advanced 
to  the  attack  in  two  divisions,  against  the  extreme  right 
and  centre  of  the  line;  and,  having  deployed,  charged 
the  entrenchment,  defended  by  about  fifteen  hundred 
hien.  A  severe  discharge  from  the  field  pieces  mounted 
along  our  works,  caused  the  right  division  to  oblique, 
tvhich,  uniting  with  the  Mt,  pressed  for\i'ard  to  the 
poiat  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  troops.  Perceiving 
themselves  thus  exposed,  and  having  not  yet  recovered 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  JACltSON.  321 

from  the  emotions  produced  by  their  first  retreat,  they 
began  to  give  way,  and  very  soon  entirely  abandoned 
their  position.  The  Louisiana  militia  gave  a  £ew  fires, 
and  followed  the  example.  Through  the  exertions  of 
the  officers,  a  momentary  halt  was  effected ;  but  a  burst 
of  congreve  rockets  falling  thickly  and  setting  fire  to  the 
sugar-cane,  and  other  combustibles  around,  again  ex- 
cited their  fears,  and  they  moved  hastily  away;  nor 
could  they  be  rallied,  until  at  the  distance  of  two  miles, 
having  reached  a  saw-mill-race,  they  were  formed,  and 
placed  in  an  attitude  of  defence. 

Commodore  Patterson,  perceiving  the  right  flank 
about  to  be  turned, had  ceased  his  destructive  fire  against 
the  retreating  columns  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  turned 
his  guns  to  infilade  the  enemy  next  the  swamp;  but,  at 
the  moment  when  he  expected  to  witness  a  firm  resis- 
tance, and  was  in  a  situation  to  co-operate,  he  beheld 
those  without  whose  aid  all  his  efforts  were  unavailing, 
suddenly  thrown  into  confusion,  and  forsaking  their 
posts.  Discovering  he  could  no  longer  maintain  his 
ground,  he  spiked  his  guns,  destroyed  his  ammunition, 
and  retired  from  a  post  wh^re  he  had  rendered  the  most 
important  services. 

In  the  panic  that  produced  this  disorderly  retreat,  at 
a  moment  when  manly  resistance  was  expected,  are  to 
be  found  circumstances  of  justification,  which  might 
have  occasioned  similar  conduct  -even  in  disciplined 
troops.  The  weakest  part  of  the  line,  and  which  was 
protected  but  by  a  slight  ditch,  was  assailed  by  the 
greatest  strength  of  the  enemy:  this  was  defended  bj 
one  hundred  and  eighty  Kentuckians,who  were  stretched 
out  to  anextent  of  three  hundred  yards,  and  unsupported 
by  any  pieces  of  artillery.     Thua  openly  exposed  to  the 
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attack  of  a  greatly  superior  force,  and  Weakened  bj  the 
extent  of  ground  thev  covered,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  or  deserving  of  reproach,  that  thej  should  have  con- 
sidered resistance  inetTectUal,  and  forsaken  a  post,  which 
they  had  strong  reasons  for  believing  they  could  not 
maintain.  General  Morgan  reported  to  general  Jackson 
the  misfortune  and  defeat  he  had  met,  and  attributed  it 
to  the  flight  of  those  troops,  vi'ho  had  also  drawn  along 
with  them  the  rest  of  his  forces.  It  is  true,  they  were 
the  first  to  flee;  and  equally  true,  that  their  example 
may  have  had  the  effect  of  producing  general  alarm; 
but  in  point  of  advantageous  situation,  the  troops  mate- 
rially differed:  the  one,  as  we  have  shown,  were  ex- 
posed, and  enfeebled  bj  the  manner  of  their  arrange- 
ment; the  other,  though  considerably  superior  in  num- 
bers, covered  no  greater  extent  of  grour-d,and  were  de- 
fended by  ah  excellent  breast-work,  and  several  pieces 
of  cannon:  with  this  difference,  the  loss  of  confidence  of 
the  former  was  not  without  sufficient  cause.  Of  these 
facts,  commodore  Patterson  was  not  apprized — general 
Morgan  was:  both,  however,  attributed  the  disaster  to 
the  flight  of  the  Kentucky  militia.  Upon  their  informa- 
tion, general  Jackson  founded  his  report  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  by  which  those  troops  were  exposed  to  cen- 
sures they  did  not  merit.  Had  all  the  circumstarjces,  as 
they  existed,  been  disclosed,  reproach  would  have  been 
prevented.  At  the  mill-race,  no  troops  could  have  be- 
haved belter:  they  were  well  posted,  and  bravely  re- 
sisted the  advance  of  the  enemy,  nor,  until  an  order  to 
that  effect  was  given,  had  entertained  a  thought  of  re- 
treating. 

The  heart-felt  joy  at  the  glorious  victory  achieved  on 
one  side  of  the  river,  was  clouded  by  the  disaster  wit- 
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ne?sed  on  the  other.  Apo?ition  was  gained  which  se- 
cured to  the  enemy  advantages  the  most  important;  aiid 
whence  our  whole  line,  on  the  left  bank,  could  be  se- 
verely annojed.  But  for  the  precaution  of  commodore 
Patterson,  in  spiking  his  guns,  and  destroying  the  animu- 
nition,  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  colonel  Thorn- 
ton to  have  completely  enfiladed  our  line  of  defence, 
and  rendered  it  untenable.  Fearful  lest  the  guns  might 
he  unspiked,  and  brought  to  operate  against  him,  gene- 
ral Jackson  hastened  to  throw  detachments  across,  with 
orders  to  regain  the  position  at  every  hazard.  To  the 
troops  on  the  right  bank,  he  forwarded  an  address,  with 
a  view  to  excite  them  to  deeds  of  valour,  and  inspirit 
them  to  exertions  that  should  wipe  off  the  reproach  they 
had  drawn  upon  thems'slves.*  Previously,  however,  to 
their  being  in  readiness  io  act,  he  succeeded  by  strata- 
gem in  re-obtaidng  his  lost  position,  and  thus  spared  the 
effusion  of  blood  which  would  have  been  necessary  to 
its  accomplishment. 

T;>e  loss  of  the  British,  in  the  main  attack,  on  the  left 
bank,  has  been,  at  different  times,  variously  stated.  The 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  ascertained,  on  the  next 
day  after  the  battle,  by  colonel  liaype,  the  inspector- 
general,  p  la  ©es  it  at  twenty-six  hundred.'^i General  Lam- 
bert "s  report  to  lord  B:itburst  makes  it  but  two  t'^ousand 
and  seventy.  From  prisoners,  however,  and  infoima- 
ti  on  and.  ci  re  UP -stances  derived  thjough  other  sources, 
it  must  bave  been  even  greater  than  is  stated  by  either. 
Among  them  was  the  commander-ii-chief,  a^d  major- 
gor.eral  Gibbs,  who  died  of  his  wounds  the  nex^  day, 
besides  many  of  their  rr;ost  valuable  and  distinguislied 

*  See  note  D. 
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officers ;  while  the  loss  of  the  Americans,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  hut  thirteen.* 

It  appears  to  have  been  made  a  question  by  the  Bri- 
tish officers,  if  it  would  not  be  more  advisable  to  carry 
general  Morgan's  line,  and  refrain  from  any  attempt  on 
this  side  the  river.  It  v/as  believed,  that  if  successful  in 
this  attack,  they  would  be  able  to  force  general  Jackson 
from  his  entrenchment,  and  pass  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  in  safety,  to  the  city.  A  letter  fOund  in  the 
possession  of  captain  Wilkinson,  a  British  officer,  who 
fell  in  the  battle,  to  a  friend  at  home,  in  the  war  depart- 
ment, speaking  on  this  subject,  shows  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  prevailed,  and  confesses  his  own  as  being  decided- 
ly in  favour  of  a  vigorous  attack  on  both  sides.  It  bears 
date  late  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  nor  does  it  appear,  al- 
though he  was  a  captain  and  brigade-major,  that  he,  at 
that  time,  knew  whether  an  assault  was  seriously  intend- 
ed against  Jackson's  line,  or  was  designed  as  a  feint,  to 
aid  the  operations  of  colonel  Thornton.  With  the  true 
spirit  of  a  British  officer,  however,  he  indulged  in  entire 
confidence  a  hope  of  success,- — entertained  no  fears  for 
the  result,  nor  doubted  but  that  t^ie  Americans  would  at 
once  retire  before  their  superior  skill  and  bravery.  A 
general  order,  which  must  have  been  communicated  af- 
ter he  had  written,  disclosing  the  manner  of  attack,  on 

*  Onr  effective  force,  at  the  line,  on  the  left  bank,  was  three 
thousand  seven  hnndred ;  that  of  the  enemy  at  least  nine  thonsand. 
The  force  landed  in  Louisiana  has  been  variously  reported:  the 
best  information  places  it  at  about  fourteen  thousand.  A  part  of 
this  acted  with  colone]  Thornton ;  tbo  clicia^e  bad  rerdered  many 
unfit  for  the  duties  of  the  field  ;  while  a  considerable  number  had, 
been  killed  and  wounded  in  the  diticrent  contents  since  their  arri-;!^ 
val.  Their  strenu-th,  therefore,  may  be  fairly  estimated,  on  the 
8th,  at  the  number  we  have  stated ;  at  any  rate,  not  less. 
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the  left,  where  he  acted,  was  also  found,  with  the  let- 
ter. In  that  the  fusileers  and  light  troops  were  instruc' 
ted,  after  reaching  our  line,  to  act  as  a  pursuing  squadron 
and  keep  up  alarm,  while  the  army  on  the  right  should 
press  closely  in  the  rear  and  support  them.  It  breathes 
an  assurarxe  of  success,  and  shows  wath  what  anxiety 
they  looked  to  the  approaching  morning,  as  likely  to 
bring  with  it  a  successixil  termination  of  their  labours, 
and  a  triumph  over  a  foe,  whose  advantages,  more  than 
bravery,  they  supposed,  had  so  long  baffled  their  utmost 
efforts. 

That  it  was  considered,  however,  an  undertaking  of 
greater  magnitude  and  hazard  than  they  were  disposed 
openly  to  admit,  is  obvious,  from  one  circumstance.^— 
The  officer  who  leads  his  troops  on  a  forlorn  attempt, 
not  unfrequentlj  places  before  them  allurements  strong- 
er than  either  authority  or  duty.  Oa  the  present  occa- 
sion, this  resort  was  not  omitted;  and  inducements  were 
held  out,  than  which  nothing  more  inviting  could  be  of- 
fered to  an  infuriated  soldiery.*  Let  it  be  remembered 
of  that  gallant  but  misguided  general,  who  has  been  so 
much  deplored  by  the  British  nation,  that,  to  the  cupidi- 
ty of  his  soldiers,  he  prom.ised  the  wealth  of  the  citv^,  as 
a  recompense  for  their  gallantry  and  desperation;  while, 
with  brutal  licentiousness,  they  were  to  revel  in  law- 
less indulgence,  and  triumph,  uncontrolled,  over  female 
innocence.  Scenes  like  these,  our  nation,  dishonoured 
and  insulted,  had  already  witiiessed;  she  had  wifnessed 
them  at  Hampton  and  Ilavre-de-Grace:  but  it  was  re- 
served for  her  yet  to  learn  that  an  officer  of  the  cbarac- 

*  '■'■Bootj/  and  Beaut]!^'''  was  the  watch-word  of  Sir  Edward  Pack' 
or.harn's  army,  in  the  battle  of  the  8th. 
28 
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ter  and  standing  of  Sir  Edward  Packenham,  polished, 
generous,  and  brave,  should,  to  induce  his  soldiers  to 
acts  of  daring  valour,  permit  them,  as  a  reward,  to  in- 
sult, injure,  and  debase  those  whom  all  mankind  even 
savages,  reverence  and  respect.  The  history  of  R  urope 
since  civilized  warfare  begun,  is  challenged  to  afford  an 
Instance  of  such  gross  depravity, — such  wanton  outrage 
on  the  morals  and  dignity  of  society.  English  writers 
may  deny  the  correctness  of  the  charge;  it  certainly  in- 
terests them  to  do  so;  but  its  authenticity  is  too  well  es- 
tablished to  admit  of  doubt,  v/hile  its  criminality  is  in- 
creased, from  being  the  act  of  a  people  who  hold  them- 
selves up  to  surrounding  nations  as  examples  of  every 
thing  that  is  correct  and  proper.  The  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  were  presented  at  the  time  of  this  transac- 
tion left  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  our  officers,  but  that 
''^Beauty  and  Booty'''  was  the  watch-word  of  the  day. — 
The  information  was  obtained  from  prisoners,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  books  of  two  of  their  orderly-sergeants  ta- 
ken in  battle,  v/hich  contained  record  proof  of  the  fact. 

The  events  of  this  day  afford  abundant  evidence  of 
the  liberality  of  the  American  soldiers,  and  show  a  strik- 
ing difference  in  the  troops  of  the  two  nations.  V/hile 
one  were  allured  to  acts  of  bravery  and  duty,  by  the 
promised  pillage  and  plunder  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
commission  of  crimes  abhorrent  in  the  sight  of  earth  and 
heaven,  the  other  fought  but  for  his  country,  and,  hav- 
ing repelled  her  assailants,  instantly  forgot  all  enmity, 
viewed  his  fallen  foe  as  a  brother,  and  hastened  to  assist 
him,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life.  The  gallantry 
of  the  British  soldiers,  and  no  people  could  have  display- 
ed greater,  had  brought  many  of  them  even  to  our  ram- 
parts, where,  shot  down  by  our  troops,  they  were  lying 
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badly  wounded.  When  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  the 
columns  had  retired,  our  troops  with  generous  benevo- 
lence, advanced  over  their  lines,  to  assist  and  bring  in 
the  wounded,  which  lay  under  and  near  the  walls ;  when, 
strange  to  tell,  the  enemy,  from  the  ditch  they  occupied, 
opened  a  fire  upon  them,  and,  though  at  a  considerable 
distance,  succeeded  in  wounding  several.  It  was  enough 
for  our  generous  soldiers,  that  they  were  doing  an  act 
which  the  benevolence  of  their  hearts  approved,  and, 
with  charitable  perseverance,  they  continued  to  admin- 
ister to  the  wants  of  these  suffering  men,  and  to  carry 
them  within  their  lines,  although  in  their  efforts,  they 
were  continually  exposed  to  danger.  Let  the  apologist 
for  crime  say,  wherefore  were  acts  thus  unpardonable 
committed  against  men,  who  were  administering  to  the 
wants  and  relieving  the  sufferings  of  the  dying  country- 
men of  those  who  thus  repaid  the  most  laudable  humani- 
ty with  wanton  and  useless  cruelty. 

A  communication,  shortly  after,  from  major-general 
Lambert,  on  whom,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  gener- 
als Packenham,  Gibbs,  and  Keane,  the  command  had 
devolved,  acknowledged  to  have  witnessed  the  kind- 
ness of  our  troops  to  his  wounded.  He  solicited  of  gen» 
eral  Jackson  permission  to  send  an  unarmed  party  to  bu- 
ry the  dead,  lying  before  his  lines,  and  to  bring  off  such 
of  the  wounded  as  were  dangerous.  Though,  in  all  pro- 
bability, it  was  unknown  to  general  Lambert  what  had 
been  the  conduct  of  his  troops  on  this  occasion,  and  un- 
questionably not  autho5-ized  by  him,  yet  Jackson,  in  an- 
swer to  his  despatch,  did  not  omit  to  bring  it  to  his  view, 
and  to  express  his  utter  abhorrence  of  the  act.  The 
request  to  bury  the  dead  was  granted.  General  Jack- 
son,  though,  refused  to  permit  a  near  approach  to  his 
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line,  but  consented  that  the  wounded  who  were  at  a 
greater  distance  than  three  hundred  yards  from  the  en- 
trenchment should  be  reheved,  and  the  dead  buried: — 
those  nearer  were,  by  his  own  men  to  be  delivered  over, 
to  be  interred  by  their  countrymen.  This  precaution 
was  taken,  that  the  enemy  might  not  have  an  opportu- 
r:ity  to  inspect,  or  know  any  thing  of  his  situation. 

General  Lambert,  desirous  of  admiDistering  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  wounded,  and  that  he  might  be  relieved  from 
his  apprehensions  of  attack,  proposed,  about  noon,  that 
hostilities  should  cease  until  the  same  hour  the  next  day. 
General  Jackson,  cherishing  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
secure  an  important  advantage,  by  his  apparent  willing- 
ness to  accede  to  the  proposal,  drew  up  an  armistice,  and 
forwarded  it  to  general  Lambert,  with  directions  for  it 
to  be  immediately  returned,  if  approved.  It  contained 
a  stipulation  to  this  effect, — that  hostilities,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  should  be  discontraued  from  its  ratifi- 
cation, but  on  the  right  bank  they  should  not  cease; 
and,  in  the  interim,  that  under  no  circumstances  were 
reinforcements  to  be  sent  across,  by  either  party.  This 
was  a  bold  stroke  at  stratagem;  and,  although  it  suc- 
ceeded, even  to  the  extent  desired,  was  yet  attended  with 
considerable  hazard.  Reinforcements  had  been  ordered 
over  to  retake  the  position  lost  by  Morgan  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  general  presumed  they  had  arrived  at  their 
point  of  destination,  but,  at  this  time,  they  had  not  passed 
the  river,  nor  could  it  be  expected  to  be  retaken  with 
the  same  troops  who  had  yielded  it  the  day  before,  when 
possessed  of  advantages  which  gave  them  a  decided  su- 
periority: this  the  commanding  general  well  knew;  yet, 
to  spare  the  sacrifice  of  his  men,  which,  in  regaining  it, 
he  foresaw  must  be  considerable,  he  wag  disposed  to 
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venture  upon  a  course,  which,  he  felt  assured,  could  not 
fail  to  succeed.  It  was  impossible  his  object  could  be 
discovered;  while  he  confidently  believed  the  British 
commander  would  infer,  from  the  prompt  and  ready  man- 
ner in  which  his  proposal  had  been  met,  that  such  addi- 
tional troops  were  already  thrown  over,  as  would  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  attack,  and  greatly  to  endan- 
ger, if  not  wholly  to  cut  off,  colonel  Thornton's  retreat. 
General  Lambert's  construction  was  such  as  had  been 
anticipated.  Although  the  armistice  contained  a  re- 
quest that  it  should  be  immediately  signed  and  returned, 
it  was  neglected  to  be  acted  upon  until  the  next  day: 
and  Thornton  and  his  command  were^  in  the  interim, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  re-crossed,  and  the  ground 
they  occupied  left  to  be  peaceably  possessed  by  the 
original  holders.  The  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  re- 
gaining a  position  on  which,  in  a  great  degree,  depended 
the  safety  of  those  on  the  opposite  shore,  was  accepted 
with  an  avidity  its  importance  merited,  and  immediate 
measures  taken  to  increase  its  strength,  and  prepare  it 
against  any  future  attack  that  might  be  made.  This 
delay  of  the  British  commander  was  evidently  designed, 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  and  before  it  was  con- 
cluded, an  opportunity  might  be  had,  either  of  throvv^ing 
over  reinforcements,  or  removing  colonel  Thornton  and 
hlsjtroops  from  a  situation  so  extremely  perilous.  Early 
next  morning,  general  Lambert  returned  his  acceptance 
of  what  had  been  proposed,  with  an  apology  for  having 
failed  to  reply  sooner:  he  excused  the  omission,  by  plead- 
ing a  press  of  business,  which  had  occasioned  the  com- 
munication to  be  overlooked  and  neglected.  Jackson 
was  at  no  loss  to  attribute  the  delay  to  the  correct  mo- 
tive: the  apology, ho weverjwas  as  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
28* 
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him  as  anything  that  could  have  been  offered ;  beyond  the 
object  intended  to  be  effected,  he  felt  unconcerned,  and, 
having  secured  this,  rested  perfectly  satisiied.  It  cannot, 
however,  appear  otherwise  than  extraordinary,  that  this 
neglect  should  have  been  ascribed  by  the  British  gene- 
ral to  accident,  or  a  press  of  business,  when  it  must  have 
been,  no  doubt,  of  greater  importance,  at  that  moment, 
than  any  thing  vrhich  he  could  possibly  have  had  before 
him. 

The  armistice  was  this  morning  (9th  of  January)  con- 
cluded, and  agreed  to  continue  until  two  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  dead  and  wounded  v/ere  now  removed 
from  the  field,  which,  for  three  hundred  yards  in  front 
of  our  line  of  defence  they  almost  literally  covered.  For 
the  reason  already  suggested,  our  soldiers,  within  the 
line  of  demarkation  between  the  two  camps,  delivered 
over  to  the  British,  who  were  not  permitted  to  cross  it, 
the  dead  for  burial,  and  the  wounded  on  parole,  for 
which  it  was  stipulated,  an  equal  number  of  American 
prisoners  should  be  restored. 

It  has  seldom  happened  that  ofScers  were  move  de- 
ceived in  their  expectations,  than  they  were  in  the  result 
of  this  battle,  or  atoned  more  severely  their  error:  their 
reasoning  had  never  led  them  to  conclude  that  militia 
would  maintaia  their  ground  when  warmly  assailed:  n& 
other  belief  was  entertained,  than  alarmed  at  the  ap- 
pearance and  orderly  firm  approach  of  veteran*troops, 
they  would  at  once  forsake  the  contest,  and  in  flight  seek 
for  safety.  At  what  part  of  our  line  they  were  sta  tionedy 
was  ascertained  by  information  derived  through  a  de- 
serter, on  the  6th;  and  influenced  by  a  belief  of  their 
want  of  nerve,  and  deficiency  in  bravery,  at  this  point 
the  main  assault  was  urged.     They  were  indeed  militia  t 
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hnt  the  enemy  could  have  assailed  no  part  of  our  en* 
Irenchment  where  they  would  have  met  a  warmer  recep- 
tion, or  where  they  would  have  found  greater  strength: 
it  was,  indeed,  the  best  defended  part  of  the  line.  The 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  troops,  under  generals  CarrolT, 
Thomas  and  Adair,  were  here,  who  had  already,  on 
former  occasions,  won  a  reputation  that  was  too  dear 
to  be  sacrifice4'  These  divisions,  alternately  charging, 
their  pieces,  and  mounting  the  platform,  poured  forth  a 
constant  fire,  that  was  impossible  to  be  withstood,  re- 
pelled the  advancing  columns,and  drove  them  from  the 
field  with  prodigious  slaughter. 

There  is  one  fact  told,  to  which  general  credit  seems 
to  be  attached,  and  which  clearly  shows  the  opinion  had 
by  the  British  of  our  militia,  and  the  little  fear  whicb 
was  entertained  of  any  determined  opposition  from  them. 
When  repulsed  from  our  line,  the  British  officers  were 
fully  persuaded  that  the  information  given  them  by  the 
deserter,  on  the  night  of  the  6th,  was  false,  and  that,  in- 
stead of  pointing  out  the  ground  defended  by  the  militia, 
he  had  referred  them  to  the  place  occupied  by  our  best 
troops.  Enraged  at  what  they  believed  an  intentional 
deception,  they  called  their  informant  before  them,  to 
account  for  the  mischief  he  had  done.  It  was  in  vain  he 
urged  his  innocence,  and,  with  the  most  solemn  protesta- 
tions, declared  he  had  stated  the  fact  truly  as  it  was. 
They  couid  not  be  convinced,-^it  was  impossible  that 
they  had  contended  against  any  but  the  best  disciplined! 
troops;  and,  without  further  ceremony,  the  poor  fellow, 
suspended  in  view  of  the  camp,  expiated,  on  a  tree,  not 
his  crime,  for  what  he  had  stated  was  true,  but  their 
error,  in  underrating  an  enemy  who  had  already  afiord^ 
ed  abundant  evidences  of  valour.     In  all  their  future 
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trials  with  our  countrymenjinay  they  be  no  less  deceived, 
and  discover  in  our  yeomanry  a  determination  to  sustain 
with  firmness  a  government  which  knows  nothing  of  op- 
pression; but  which,  on  an  enlarged  and  liberal  scale, 
aims  to  secure  the  independence  and  happiness  of  man. 
If  the  people  of  the  United  States,  free  almost  as  the 
air  they  breathe,  shall  at  any  time  omit  to  maintain 
their  privileges  and  their  government,  then  indeed  Mill 
it  be  idle  longer  to  speak  of  the  rights  of  men,  or  of  their 
capacity  to  govern  themselves:  the  dream  of  liberty  must 
fade  away  and  perish  for  ever,  no  more  to  be  remem- 
bered or  thought  of. 
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Bombardment  of  Fort  St.  Philip. — British  army  retire  id 
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to  JVew  Orleans. — Daij  of  thanksgiving. — Reduction  of  Fort 
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Arrest  of  Louaillier, — of  Judge  Hall. — Peace  annoimced. — 
General  Jackson  is  prosecuted  for  contempt  of  court; — hit 
appearance  in  court. — Speech  at  the  Coffee-House. — Hit 
oren  opinion  of  martial  lazv. —  Troops  are  discharged,  and 
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The  conflict  had  ended,  and  each  army  occupied  its 
former  position.  In  appearance  the  enemy  were  visibly 
altered:  menace  was  sunk  into  dejection,  and  offensive 
measures  yielded  for  those  which  promised  safety.  Their 
hold  attitude,  so  long  preserved,  was  now  lain  aside; 
and  they  were  perceived  to  he  erecting  partial  defences, 
to  guard  against  expected  attack.  It  had  been  already 
announced,  upon  good  authority,  that  a  considerable 
force  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  Balize — made  priso- 
ners of  a  detachment  there,  and  was  proceeding  up  the 
Mississippi,  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces.  It  wat 
intended  to  aid  in  the  battle  of  the  8th,  but  failing  to 
arrive,  the  attack  had  been  made  without  it.  Whether 
the  enemy,  chagrined  and  mortified  at  the  failure  of  an 
effort,  into  which  the  idea  of  disappointment  had  never 
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entered,  might  not  again  renew  the  attack,  on  the  arrival 
of  this  force,  was  a  probable  event,  and  every  p'-epara- 
tion  was  in  progress  to  be  again  in  readiness  to  repel  it. 
Of  this  formidable  advance,  no  certain  intelligence 
was  received  until  the  night  of  the  1 1  th,  when  a  heavy 
cannonading,  supposed  to  be  on  Fort  St.  Philip,  was  dis- 
tinctly heard.  Jackson  entertained  no  fears  for  the  re- 
sult. The  advantages  in  defence,  which  his  precaution 
and  vigilance  had  early  extended  to  this  passage  to  the 
city,  added  to  an  entire  confidence  in  the  slrill  and  brave- 
ry of  the  officer  to  whom  it  had  been  confided,  led  him 
to  heheve  there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended;  and 
that  every  thing  which  duty  and  bravery  could  effect, 
would  be  done.  The  enemy's  squadron,  consisting  of 
two  bomb  vessels,  a  brig,  sloop,  and  schooner,  were  dis- 
covered by  the  videttes,  from  Fort  Bourbon,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th,  directing  their  course  up  the  river:  sig- 
nals were  made,  information  communicated,  and  every 
thing  was  in  readiness  to  receive  them.  About  1 0  o'clock, 
having  approached  within  striking  distance,  an  assault 
was  commenced  on  the  fort,  and  an  immense  quantity  of 
bombs  and  balls  were  discharged  against  it.  A  severe 
and  well  directed  fire  from  our  water  battery,  soon  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  the  attack,  arid  retire  about  two 
miles.  At  this  distance,  the  enemy  was  possessed  of  de- 
cided advantages, — having  it  in  their  pov/er  to  reach 
the  fort,  with  the  shot  from  their  large  mortars,  while 
they  wei-e  entirely  without  the  range  of  ours.  The  as- 
sault continued,  without  much  intermission,  from  the 
9th  until  the  night  of  the  17th.  They  had  hitherto  lain 
beyond  the  efilective  range  of  our  shot;  and  although 
from  their  large  mortars  the  fort  had  been  constantly 
j^eached,  and  pierced  in  innumerable  places,  still  such 
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an  effect  had  not  been  produced,  as  to  justify  a  belief 
that  they  could  now,  more  than  at  the  moment  of  their 
arrival,  venture  to  pass.  A  heavy  mortar  having  been 
prepared,  and  turned  against  them  on  the  17th,  the  se- 
curity they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  was  taken  away:  their 
vessels  could  now  be  reached,  and  considerable  effect 
was  discovered  to  be  produced.  This  circumstance, 
and  an  ineffectual  bombardment,  which,  though  con- 
tinued for  eight  days,  had  secured  no  decided  advan- 
tage, induced  them  to  suspend  all  further  efibrts;  and, 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  they  retired. 

Major  Overton,  who  commanded  at  this  place,  his  of- 
ficers and  soldiers,  distinguished  themselves  by  their  ac- 
tivity and  vigilance.  To  arrest  the  enemy's  passage  up 
the  river,  and  prevent  them  from  uniting  with  the  forces 
below  the  city,  v^as  of  great  importance ;'  and  to  succeed 
in  this  was  as  much  as  could  be  expected.  So  long, 
therefore,  as  they  kept  at  a  distance,  nor  attempted  a 
final  accomplishment  of  their  object,  no  other  concern 
was  felt  than  to  watch  their  manoeuvres,  and  adopt  such 
a  course  as  should  afford  safety  to  the  troops  in  the  gar- 
rison ;  for  this  purpose,  pieces  of  timber  and  scantling 
were  used,  which  formed  a  cover,  and  gave  protection 
from  their  bombs.  The  store  of  ammunition  was  also 
divided,  and  buried  in  different  places  in  the  earth,  that, 
in  the  event  of  accident,  the  whole  might  not  be  lost. 
During  the  period  of  the  bombardment,  which  lasted 
v^ith  little  intermission  for  nine  days,  sleep  was  almost  a 
a  stranger  in  the  fort.  The  night  was  the  time  when 
most  of  ail  it  v/as  feared  lest  the  enemj',  aided  by  the 
darkiiess  and  assisted  by  some  fortunate  breeze,  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  ascend  the  river,  in  despite  of 
every  opposition:  the  constant  activity  which  was  neces- 
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sary,  prevented  all  opporiunities  for  repose.  On  a  tem- 
pestuous night,  the  wind  setting  fair  to  aid  them,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  pass:  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
fort,  and  favour  the  chances  for  ascent,  their  beats  were 
sent  forward  to  commence  an  attack.  In  this,  however, 
they  were  disappointed,  and  compelled  to  abandon  the 
undertaking.  x4t  length,  after  many  fruitless  efforts,  and 
an  immense  waste  of  labour  and  ammunition,  they  re- 
tired without  effecting  their  purpose,  or  producing,  to 
us,  a  greater  injury  than  the  loss  of  nine  of  the  garrison, 
who  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  failure  of  this  squadron  to  ascend  the  river,  per- 
haps, determined  general  Lambert  in  the  course  which 
he  immediately  adopted.  His  situation  before  our  line 
was  truly  an  unpleasant  one.  Our  batteries,  after  the 
8th,  were  continually  throwing  balls  and  bombs  into  his 
camp;  and  wherever  a  party  of  troops  appeared  in  the 
field,  they  were  greatly  annoyed.  Thus  harassed,  per- 
ceiving that  all  assistance  through  this  channel  had 
failed,  and  constantly  in  apprehension  lest  an  attack 
should  be  made  upon  him,  he  resolved  on  availing  him- 
self of  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to  depart,  and 
forsake  a  contest  where  every  effort  had  met  disappoint- 
ment, and  where  an  immense  number  of  his  troops  had 
found  their  graves.  The  more  certainly  to  effect  a  re- 
treat in  safety,  detachments  had  been  sent  out  to  remove 
every  obstruction  that  could  retard  their  progress  through 
the  swamp-,  while,  to  give  greater  facility  to  his  depar- 
ture, strong  redoubts  were  erected  on  the  way,  and 
bridges  thrown  across  every  creek  and  bayou  that  ob- 
structed the  passage.  Every  thing  being  (bus  prepared, 
on  the  night  of  the  18th,  general  Lambeit  silently  de- 
camped, and  proceeding  towards  the  lake,  embarked  foj: 
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his  shipping,  leaving,  and  reconamending  to  the  clemency 
and  hospitality  of  the  American  general,  80  of  his  soldier?, 
who  were  too  severely  wounded  to  be  removed.  With  such 
silence  and  caution  Avas  this  decampment  managed,  that 
not  the  slightest  intelligence  was  communicated,  even  to 
our  sentinels  occupying  the  outposts.  Early  on  the  next 
morning,  the  enemy's  camp  was  perceived  to  he  evacu- 
ated ;  but  what  had  become  of  them,  and  whither  they 
had  gone,  could  only  be  conjectured:  no  information  on 
the  subject  was  possessed.  To  ascertain  the  cause  of 
this  new  and  sudden  appearance  of  things,  detachments 
were  in  readiness  to  proceed  and  reconnoitre  their  camp, 
when  surgeon  Wadsdale,  of  the  stafl^  arrived  at  our  line, 
with  a  letter  to  general  Jackson,  from  the  British  com- 
mander, announcing  his  determination  to  suspend,  "  for 
the  present,  all  further  operations  against  New  Orleans," 
and  requesting  his  humanity  towards  the  wounded  he 
had  left,  and  whom  necessity  compelled  him  to  abandon. 
Detachments  were  now  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  this  unexpected  state  of  things ;  with  orders  to  harass 
their  rear,  if  a  retreat  were  really  intended.  But  the 
precaution  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  the  ground  over 
which  they  were  retreating,  prevented  pursuit  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  secure  any  valuable  result.  The  sys- 
tem of  operations  which  Jackson  had  prescribed  for  him- 
self, he  believed  was  such  as  policy  sanctioned,  nor  to 
be  abandoned  but  for  advantages  evidently  certain,  and 
which  admitted  not  of  question.  To  pursue  on  a  route 
protected  and  defended  by  canals,  redoubts,  and  en- 
trenchments, would,  at  least,  have  been  adventuring 
upon  an  uncertain  issue,  where  success  was  extremely 
problematical,  and  where  injury  and  loss  might  have  re- 
sulted. 

29 
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Thus,  at  last,  in  total  disappointment,  terminated  an 
invasion  from  which  much  had  been  expected.  Twenty- 
six  days  ago,  flushed  with  the  hope  of  certain  victory, 
had  this  army  erected  its  standard  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi.  At  that  moment,  they  would  have  treated 
with  contempt  an  assertion,  that  in  ten  days  they  would 
not  enter  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  How  changed  the 
portrait,  from  the  expected  reality !  But  a  few  days  since, 
and  they  were  confident  of  a  triumph,  and  a  successful 
termination  of  their  labours:  now,  vanquished,  beaten, 
and  cut  to  pieces,  at  midnight,  under  the  cover  of  its 
darkness,  they  are  found  silently  abandoning  their  camp 
—breaking  to  pieces  their  artillery^-fleeing  from  an 
enemy,  who,  but  a  little  while  before,  they  had  held  in 
utter  contempt,  and  submitting  their  wounded  to  his  cle- 
mency. A  demonstration  is  given,  which  a  Briton, 
short  of  absolute  proof,  would  have  been  among  the  last 
to  have  admitted,  that  fourteen  thousand  troops,  who, 
oftentimes,  against  the  sternest  opposition,  had  signal- 
ized themselves  in  battle,  and  marched  to  victory,  could, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  beaten,  and  one-third  of 
them  destroyed,  by  an  inferior  number  of  men,  who 
scarcely  knew  how  to  form  in  column,  or  deploy  into 
line:  yet  they  knew  that  which  was  of  infinitely  more 
service  in  nerving  with  strength  the  soldier's  arm,  and 
dispelling  every  thing  like  fear, — that  they  were  conten- 
ding for  their  rights,  against  a  power  which  was  cause- 
lessly seeking  their  destruction, — for  privilege  against 
usurpation,- — for  libert}^,  in  opposition  to  oppression : — 
that  they  were  fighting  for  a  country  they  loved,  and  for 
enjoyments,  which,  once  lost,  could  never  be  regained. 
Prompted  by  these  considerations,  they  had  entered  the 
fiald,  and  under  their  influence  had  acted.     For  their 
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tolls  and  privations,  they  were  amply  remunerated :  they 
had  met  their  own  and  country's  expectations — had  sa- 
ved a  city  from  destruction — its  inliabitants  from  cruelty 
and  dishonour,  and  wei'e  carrying  With  them  that  conso- 
lation which  the  recollection  of  a  faithful  discharge  of 
duty  never  fails  to  inspire. 

There  was  no  certainty  that  the  contest  was  finally 
ended.  The  enemy  had  indeed  retired,  and,  "for  the 
present,  relinquished  all  further  operations  against  New 
Orleans:"  but  of  what  continuance  their  forbearance 
would  be,  whether  they  might  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  first  flattering  opportunity,  to  renew  the  struggle, 
and  wipe  off  the  stain  of  a  defeat  so  wholly  unexpected, 
could  not  be  doubted.  The  hopes  and  expectations  in- 
dulged, in  England,  of  the  success  of  this  expedition,  had 
inspirited  the  whole  army:  and  failure  had  never  been 
anticipated.  They  had  now  retired;  yet,  from  their 
convenient  situation,  and  having  command  of  the  sur- 
rounding waters,  it  was  in  their  power,  at  a  short  notice, 
to  re-appear,  at  the  same,  or  some  more  favourable  point 
— cause  a  repetition  of  the  hardships  already  encounter- 
ed, and,  perhaps,  succeed  intheaccomphshmentoftheir 
views.  These  considerations  led  general  Jackson  to 
conclude,  that  although,  for  the  present,  there  was  an 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise,  still  it  behoved  him  not 
to  relax  in  his  system  of  defence;  but  be  in  constant 
readiness  to  maintain  the  advantages  he  had  gained ;  and 
not  to  risk  a  loss  of  the  country  by  a  careless  indiffer- 
ence, growing  oat  of  the  belief  that  danger  had  subsided. 
To  prevent  such  a  result,  vigilance  and  caution  were  es- 
sentially necessary. 

The  enemy  being  again  at  their  shipping,  with  an  en- 
tire control  of  the  lakes  and  gulf,  it  could  not  be  known 
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at  what  point  they  might  venture  on  a  second  attack.—-' 
Genera]  Jackson  determined  now  to  Avithdraw  his  troops 
from  the  position  they  had  so  long  occupied,  and  place 
them  about  the  city,  whence  to  repel  any  further  attempt 
that  might  be  made,  they  could  be  advanced  wherever 
it  should  become  necessary.  The  seventh  regiment 
of  infantry  remained  to  protect  the  point  he  was  leaving; 
while,  further  in  advance,  on  Villery's  canal,  where  a 
landing  had  been  first  effected,  were  posted  a  deta9h- 
ment  of  Kentucky  and  Louisiana  militia.  To  secure 
this  point  more  effectually,  orders  were  given,  on  the 
22d,  to  throw  up  a  strong  fortification,  at  the  junction  of 
Manzant  and  Bayou  Bienvenu ;  v/hich  order  was  again 
attempted  to  be  executed  on  the  25th.  On  both  occa- 
sions, failure  was  the  result,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  enemy  having,  on  their  retreat,  left  a  strong  guard 
at  this  place,  which,  from  its  situation,  defied  approach 
by  a  force  competent  to  its  reduction.  Their  occupying 
this  position  was  looked  to  as  a  circumstance  which  af- 
forded strong  evidence  that  further  hostilities  were  not 
wholly  abandoned.  To  counteract,  however,  any  advan- 
tages which  might  thence  be  derived,  different  points, 
along  the  swamp,  and  in  the  direction  of  Terre  au  Boeuf, 
were  occupied,  and  strong  works  erected,  to  prevent 
their  again  reaching  in  this  direction,  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi. 

These  arrangements  being  made,  calculated,  if  not  to 
prevent,  at  least  to  give  intelligence  of  an  approach  in 
time  to  be  resisted,  on  the  20th  of  January,  general 
Jackson,  with  his  remaining  forces,  commenced  his  march 
to  New-Orleans,  The  general  glow  excited,  at  behold- 
ing his  entrance  into  the  city,  at  the  head  of  a  long  suf- 
fering and  victorious  army,  was  manifested  by  all  those 
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feelings  which  patriotism  and  sympathy  inspire.  The 
windows  and  streets  weye  crowded,  to  view  the  man, 
who,  by  vigilance,  decision,  and  energy,  had  preserved 
the  country  from  the  fate  to  which  it  had  heen  devoted. 
It  was  a  scene  well  calculated  to  excite  the  tenderest 
emotions.  But  a  few  weeks  since,  and  every  hosom 
throbbed  for  deliverance  and  safety.  Fathers,  sons,  and 
husbands,  urged  by  the  necessity  of  the  times,  were  toil- 
ing in  defence  of  their  wives  and  children.  A  ferocious 
soldiery,  numerous,  and  skilled  in  the  art  of  war,  and  to 
whom  every  indulgence  had  heen  promised,  were  strain- 
ing exertion  to  effect  their  object.  Every  cannon  that 
echoed  from  the  line,  was,  perhaps,  the  signal  of  ap- 
proach, and  the  commencement  of  indescribable  horrors. 
But  those  feelings  had  subsided:  the  painful  anticipations 
wiiich  had  lasted  so  long,  were  gone.  The  tender  fe- 
male, relieved  from  the  anguish  of  danger  and  suspense, 
no  longer  trembled  for  her  safety  and  her  honour:  a  new 
order  of  things  had  arisen:  joy  sparkled  in  every  coun- 
tenaij^ ;  while  scarcely  a  widow  or  an  orphan  was  seen, 
to  cl^m  the  general  transport.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral, under  whose  banners  every  thing  had  been  achie- 
ved, deliberate,  cool,  and  sparing  of  the  lives  of  the  brave 
defenders  of  their  country,  had  dispelled  the  storm  which 
had  so  long  threatened  to  involve  the  ruin  of  thousands; 
and  was  now  restoring,  safe  and  unhurt,  those  who  had 
with  him  maintained  the  contest.  His  approach  was 
hailed  with  acclamations;  it  was  not  the  kind  of  ap- 
plause, which,  resulting  from  fear,  is  oftentimes  extend- 
ed by  the  subject,  to  some  conqueror  or  tyrant  returning 
in  triumph,  but  that  which  was  extended  by  citizens  to 
a  citizen,  springing  from  affection,  and  founded  in  the 
29* 
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honest  sincerity  of  the  heart.     All  greeted  his  return^ 
and  hailed  him  as  their  deliverer. 

But,  amidst  the  warm  expression  of  their  thanks,  and 
the  honours  aud  congratulations  heaped  upon  him,  he 
was  not  unmindful,  that  to  an  energy  superior  to  his  ov/n, 
and  a  wisdom  which  controls  the  destiny  of  nations,  he 
was  indebted  for  the  glorious  triumph  oi  our  arms.  Re- 
spited from  the  arduous  duties  of  the  field,  his  first  con- 
cern was  to  drav/  the  minds  of  all  in  thankfulness  and 
adoration  to  that  sovereign  mercy,  without  whose  aid, 
and  inspiring  counsel,  vain  would  be  all  earthly  efforts. 
The  23d  having  been  appointed  a  day  of  prayer  and 
thanksgiving  for  the  happy  deliverance  effected  by  our 
arms,  Jackson  repaired  to  the  cathedral.  The  church 
and  altar  were  splendidly  decorated,  and  more  than 
could  obtain  admission  had  crowded  to  witness  the  cer- 
emony. A  grateful  recollection  of  his  exertions  to  save 
the  country,  was  cherished  by  all;  nor  did  the  solemni- 
ty of  the  occasion,  even  here,  restrain  a  manifestation  of 
their  regard,  or  induce  them  to  withhold  the  hoqmir  he 
had  so  nobly  earned.  Children,  robed  in  white,  arid  re- 
presenting the  different  states,  were  employed  in  strew- 
ing the  way  with  flowers;  while  as  he  passed,  a  flatter- 
ing ode  produced  for  the  occasion  saluted  his  ears.' — 

Hail  to  the  chief!  who  hied  at  war's  alarms, 
To  save  our  threaten'd  land  from  hostile  arms ; 
Preserv'd,  protected  by  his  gallant  care, 
Be  his  the  grateful  tribute  of  each  fair: 
With  joyful  triumph  swell  the  choral  lay — 
Strew,  strew  with  flow'rs  the  hero's  welcome  way. 
Jackson,  all  hail  I  our -country's  pride  and  boast, — 
Whose  mind's  a  council,  and  his  arm  a  host; 
Welcome,  blest  chief!  accept  our  grateful  lays, 
Bnbiddea  homage,  and  spontaneous  praise  • 
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Remembrance,  long,  shall  keep  alive  thy  fame, 
And  future  infants  learn  to  lisp  thy  name. 

When  the  general  reached  the  church,  Dubourg,  the 
reverend  adnctinistrator  of  the  diocese,  met  hinoi  at  the 
door.  Addressing  him  in  a  strain  of  pious  eloquence, 
he  intreated  him  to  remember,  that  his  splendid  acheive- 
ments,  which  were  echoed  from  every  tongue,  were  to 
he  ascribed  to  Him  to  w^hom  ail  praise  was  due.  "Let 
the  votary  of  blind  chance,"  continued  he,  "deride  our 
credulous  simplicity.  Let  the  cold-hearted  atheist  look 
for  an  explanation  of  important  events,  to  the  mere  con- 
catenation of  human  causes;  to  us,  the  whole  world  is 
loud  in  proclaiming  a  Supreme  Ruler,  who,  as  he  holds 
the  destiny  of  man  in  his  hands,  holds  also  the  thread  of 
all  contingent  occurrences;  from  his  lofty  throne,  he 
moves  every  scene  below, — infuses  his  wisdom  into  the 
rulers  of  nations,  and  executes  his  uncontrollable  judg- 
ments on  the  sons  of  men,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
his  own  unerring  justice."  He  concluded  his  impres- 
sive address,  by  presenting  the  general  with  a  wreath  of 
laurel,  woven  for  the  occasion,  and  which  he  desired  him 
to  accept  as  "  a  prize  of  victory." 

General  Jackson  accepted  the  pledge,  presented  as  a 
mark  of  distinguished  favour  by  the  reverend  prelate, 
and  returned  him  a  reply  no  less  impassive  than  the  ad- 
dress he  had  received.  He  was  now  conducted  in,  and 
seated  near  the  altar,  wdien  the  organ,  and  church  cere- 
monies were  commenced,  and  inspired  every  mind  with 
a  solemn  reverence  for  the  occasion.*  These  being  end- 
ed, he  retired  to  his  quarters,  to  renew  a  system  of  de- 
fence, which  should  -ensure  entire  safety,  and  ward  off 
any  future  danger  that  might  arise.     The  right  ba^k  of 

*  See  note  E. 
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the  Mississippi  was  now  strengthened  by  additional  rein- 
forcements, and  a  strong  position  taken  on  La  Fourche, 
to  prevent  any  passage  in  that  direction.  Suitable  ar- 
rangements for  security  having  been  already  made  below 
the  city,  generals  Coffee  and  Carroll  were  instructed  to 
resume  their  former  encampment,  four  miles  above, 
where  they  had  been  stationed  previously  to  the'  landing 
of  the  enemy.  The  rest  of  the  troops  were  arranged  at 
different  points,  where  necessity  seemed  most  to  require 
it,  and  where  tiiey  might  be  convenient  and  concentra- 
ted for  action,  on  the  first  appearance  of  danger. 

Previously  to  general  Lambert's  departure,  articles  of 
agreement  had  been  entered  into  by  the  commanders  of 
the  two  armies,  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners;  in  pursu- 
ance of  which,  sixty-three  Americans,  taken  on  the  night 
of  the  23d,  from  the  left  wing  of  general  Coffee's  brigade, 
had  been  delivered  up:  the  remairi^er,  principally  those 
who  had  been  taken  at  the  capture  of  our  gun  boats, 
were  shortly  afterwards  surrendered  by  admiral  Coch- 
rane, and  an  enual  number  of  British  prison^^  in  our 
possession,  sent  off  to  be  delivered  at  the  BaliMP' 

The  enemy  had  now  withdrawn  from  the  shore  the 
troops  which  had  been  landed,  and  occupied  their  for- 
mer position  at  Cat  and  Ship  Island.  Mortified  at  their 
unexpected  disaster,  they  were  projecting  a  plan,  by 
which  it  was  expected  a  partial  advantage  miglit,  per- 
haps, be  secured,  and  the  stigma  of  defeat  be  somewhat 
ohiiterated. 

Fort  Bowyer  had  been  once  assailed,  with  a  consider- 
able force,  by  land  and  water,  and  failure  had  result- 
ed. This  post,  the  key  to  Mobile,  and  considered  of  in- 
finite consequence,  had  been  retained  under  the  com- 
Riand  of  him,  who,  heretofore,  had  defended  it  so  vali- 
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antly.  The  British  commander,  turning  from  those 
scenes  of  disappointment  and  wretchedness  so  lately  wit- 
nessed, and  anxious  to  retrieve  his  fortunes,  before,  with 
his  shattered  and  diminished  forces,  he  should  retire, 
perceived  no  place  against  which  he  might  proceed  with 
better  founded  hopes  of  success.  Its  importance,  in  a 
military  point  of  view, has  been  already  shown:  but,  dis- 
pirited and  reduced  as  the  enemy  now  were,  even 
should  they  possess  it,  they  would  be  without  the  pow- 
er to  derive  those  important  advantages  which  were 
heretofore  so  greatly  apprehended  and  dreaded. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  British  shipping  appeared 
off  Dauphin  Island,  fronting  the  point  on  which  stood  the 
fort,  garrisoned  with  three  hundred  and  sixty  men.  Ha- 
ving made  the  necessary  arrangements,  on  the  8th  an  at- 
tack was  commenced,  both  from  the  land  and  water* 
The  fleet  was  formed  in  two  divisions;  and  approached 
within  one  and  two  miles,  bearing  south  and  south- 
west from  it.  But  the  principal  attack,  and  that  which 
compelled  a  surrender,  was  from  the  shore,  where  colo- 
nel Nicholls  and  Woodbine  had  carried  on  their  operations 
in  September.  Five  thousand  troops,  aided  by  pieces 
of  heavy  ordnance,  and  secured  from  the  fire  of  our  guns 
by  large  embankments,  urged  the  assault.  Under  cover 
of  the  two  succeeding  nights,  redoubts  had  been  throwa 
up,  and  trenches  cut  through  the  sand,  which  enabled 
them  to  approach  gradually,  and  without  being  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  our  guns.  Twice,  on  the  8th,  were  detach- 
ments sent  out,  to  effect  by  storm  the  accomplishment  of 
their  purpose;  but  the  fire  from  the  fort  compelled  an 
abandonment  of  their  course,  and  drove  them  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  approaching  by  trenches,  protected  by  strong 
redoubts.     To  demolish  these  from  the  forts  was  imprae- 
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ticable,  from  their  strength;  and  to  attempt  to  prevent 
their  erection,  by  any  sortie,  with  so  weak  a  force,  would 
have  been  rash  and  imprudent.  Thus  situated,  and  ev- 
ery thing  being  ready  to  attack  and  carry  the  fort,  if  op- 
position were  still  intended,  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  1 1th 
the  enemy  hoisted  a  flag:  major  Lawrence  raised  anoth- 
er. Hostilities  ceased,  and  general  Lambert  required 
a  surrender.  The  officers  being  convoked,  with  one  con- 
sent agreed  that  further  resistance  would  be  ineffectual, 
and  could  only  lead  to  the  unnecessary  loss  of  many  val- 
uable lives.  A  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  and  the  fort 
forthwith  yielded  to  the  enemy. 

General  Winchester,  who  commanded  at  Mobile,hav- 
ing  received  intelligence  of  what  was  passing  at  the  point? 
ordered  a  detachment  of  a  thousand  men,  under  major 
Blue,  to  proceed  down  the  hay,  and  aid  in  its  defence. 
This  auxiliary  force  was  too  late:  having  surprised  and 
captured  one  of  the  enemy's  out  piquets,  consisting  of 
seventeen  men,  and  ascertained  that  a  surrender  had 
already  taken  place,  they  returned.  Had  this  detach- 
ment reached  its  destination,  our  loss  would  have  been 
more  severe.  The  enemy's  forces  were  too  numerous, 
and  their  means  of  attack  too  effectual,  for  any  different 
result  to  have  taken  place,  even  had  the  detachment 
arrived  in  time.       _^ 

It  had  early  been  the  wish  of  general  Jackson,  for 
the  large  frigate,  lying  at  Tchifonte,  to  be  completed, 
and  placed  in  defence  of  Fort  Bowyer.  We  have  before 
remarked  the  confidence  entertained  by  him,  that,  with 
the  aid  of  this  vessel,  no  force  brought  against  the  place 
would  be  competent  to  its  reduction.  Near  it  is  the 
only  channel  a  vessel  of  any  size  can  pass.  This  frigate, 
•Gcupying  the  passage,  would  have  presented  as  strong 
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e  battery  as  could  be  brought  against  her,  and,  with  the 
aid  of  the  fori,  defied  arsy  assault  from  the  water;  and, 
while  her  position  would  have  enabled  her  to  have  thrown 
her  bombs  and  shot  across  the  narrow  neck  of  land,  in 
the  rear  of  the  point,  and  arrested  the  advance  of  any 
rrumber  of  troops,  which,  in  this  direction,  might  have 
attempted  an  approach.  Yet  every  necessary  precau- 
tion, to  defend  this  important  pass,  had  been  altogether 
overlooked  or  disregarded,  and  more  money  disbursed 
by  the  government  in  erecting  shelters,  to  protect  the 
frigate  from  the  weather,  than  would  have  been  suffix 
cient  for  her  completion. 

The  le_gislature  of  Louisiana  had  re-commenced  their 
session.  The  necessity  which  had  induced  a  suspen- 
sion of  their  deliberations,  having  been  removed,  by  the 
departure  of  the  enemy,  they  were  no  longer  restricted 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  privileges.  Some 
of  the  members,  during  the  past  struggle,  had  forsaken 
their  official  duties,  and  repaired  to  the  field,  where 
more  important  services  were  to  be  rendered,  and  where 
they  had  manifested  a  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  country 
worthy  of  imitation.  A  much  greater  part,  however, 
had  pursued  a  very  opposite  course,  and  stq|fflteiloof  from 
the  impending  danger.  The  disposition  tl*^iad  shown 
on  the  28th  of  December,  to  propose  a  capitulation  with 
the  enemy,  has  been  adverted  to :  how  far  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  estrange  the  public  sentiment  from  that  convic- 
tion, which  the  commanding  general  throughout,  had 
endeavoured  to  rivet  and  impress,  "that  the  country 
could  and  would  be  successfully  defended,"  can  be  easi- 
ly imagined.  But  with  them  he  had  sinned  beyond  for- 
giveness. The  course  he  had  adopted — his  arresting 
their  proceedings,  and  suspending  their  deliberations,  by 
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placing  an  armed  force  at  the  door  of  the  capitol,  were 
viewed  as  intolerable  infringements  upon  legislative  pre- 
rogative— denounced  as  an  ahuse  of  power,  and  hence 
the  first  opportunity  was  seized  on  to  exhibit  their  re- 
aeutment  against  the  man  who  had  stood  forth  in  opposi- 
tion to,  and  defeated  their  designs.  Whether  it  were 
better  to  indulge  them  in  a  heedless  course,  which  led 
to  no  other  object  than  individual  advancement,  or  by 
interposing  a  remedy,  arrest  the  foul  purpose  intended, 
preserve  the  nation  from  dishonour,  and  avert  the  dan- 
gerous consequences  involved,  v/as  not  a  matter  requir- 
ing much  deliberation;  nor  was  it  a  circumstance  to  jus- 
tify the  legislature  in  treating  as  they  did,  with  marked 
disrespect,  him  who  was  the  efficient  cause  of  all  that 
had  been  achieved. 

No  sooner  had  the  members  resumed  the  exercise  of 
their  legislative  duties,  than  their  first  concern  was  to 
pass  in  review,  the  incidents  of  the  last  month.  To 
those  who  had  acted  vigilantly  in  the  defence  of  the 
state,  and  who,  by  their  toils  and  exertions,  had  contri- 
buted to  its  safety,  they  officially  tendered  their  thanks. 
In  pursuance  of  their  resolutions,  the  governor  addressed 
the  princi^jjkpfficers:  but  of  Jackson,  nothing  was  said» 
We  are  notmsposed  to  censure  or  even  call  in  question 
the  conduct  of  this  body,  though  the  circumstances  pre- 
sent no  very  favorable  appearance.  Wlicji  danger  threat- 
ened, they  were  disposed  to  make  terms  with  the  enemy, 
and  obtain  safety  by  a  surrender  of  the  city:  from  this 
they  were  prevented  by  a  decision  of  character  that  com- 
pelled legislative  to  yield  to  military  authority.  Great- 
ly incensed  at  being  thus  unexpectedly  restrained  in  the 
execution  of  t^K'ir  designs,  no  sooner  did  they  resume 
the  duties  of  their  station,  than  they  became  lavish  in 
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the  praise  of  those  who  adopted  and  pursued  a  course 
directly  contrary  to  their  own;  while  in  that  commenda- 
tion and  approval,  they  intentionally  neglected  the  very 
man  to  whom  their  section  of  country  was  indebted  for 
its  salvation.  But  to  Jackson,  this  was  an  immaterial 
circumstance:  he  had  a  mind  incapable  of  heing 
iiiilatcd  by  applause,  or  depressed  by  unmerited  censure. 
He  knew,  full  well,  that  his  countrymen  would  duly  ap- 
preciate his  conduct,  trace  his  actions  and  errors  to  pro- 
per motives,  and  extend  "honour  to  whom  honour  was 
due."  Humanum  est  errare,  was  a  maxim  from  which 
he  claimed  no  exemption ;  but  a  conviction  rested  on  his 
mind,  that  necessity  had  prompted  him  to  the  course  he 
had  taken,  that  if  he  had  erred,  it  was  for  the  general 
good:  if  legislative  prerogative  had  been  invaded,  it  was 
to  save  the  actors  from  themselves:  if  constitutional 
forms  and  provisions  had  been  violated,  the  country  had 
been  thereby  protected  from  outrage,  dishonour,  and 
ruin.  These  afforded  consolatory  reflections,  which  the 
neglect  or  censures  of  none  could  disturb,  or  take  away. 
Mindful  of  what  he  owed  to  his  country,  and  what  was 
expected  at  his  hands,  he  continued  a  course  calculated 
to  preserve  the  advantages  he  had  secureJRegardless 
of  the  cabal,  the  murmuring  and  intrigue  ofparty. 

Appearances  in  the  American  camp  were  about  this 
time  assuming  an  unfavorable  aspect:  present  danger 
and  alarm  being  removed,  confusion  v/as  arising,  and 
disaffection  spreading  through  the  ranks.  Pretexts  were 
sought  after  to  escape  the  drudgery  of  the  field.  Ma- 
ny naturalized  citizens,  who  had  been  brought  into  the 
service,  and  made  to  aid  in  the  general  defence,  were 
seeking  exemption  from  further  control,  and  claiming  to 
be  subjects  of  the  king  of  France.  Some  were  indeecji 
30 
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foreigners:  but  most  of  them  had,  by  naturalization,  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding 
this,  as  French  subjects,  they  were  seeking,  and  actual- 
ly procuring,  exonerations  through  Monsieur  Toussard, 
the  consul  resident  at  New  Orleans.  No  applicant  ever 
went  away  unsupplied,  and  hundreds,  for  the  price  of  a 
consular  certificate,  obtained  protections  which  were  to 
relieve  them  from  the  drudgery  of  the  field,  and  the  ties 
due  to  their  adopted  country.  A  flag  was  displayed 
from  the  consuFs  residence,  and  rumor  circulated,  that 
irnder  it  every  Frenchman  Avould  find  protection.  Five 
dollars,  the  price  of  the  certificate,  was  ail  that  was  re- 
quired of  any  applicant  to  assure,  through  the  consul, 
the  protection  of  the  French  government.  .Harassed 
by  such  evils,  that  were  every  day  iticreasing,  and  hav- 
ing strong  and  satisfactory  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
enemy,  then  within  a  few  hours  sail  of  the  shore,  were 
constantly  advised  of  his  situation,  Jackson  determined 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  at  once  put  down  the 
machinations  of  the  guilty  and  designing.  Toussard, 
thus  manifesting,  what  could  be  considered  in  no  other 
light,  a  warmth  of  attachment  to  the  English,  and  a  de- 
sire to  aidij^m,  for  the  services  perhaps  which  they  had 
given  in  tTOWestoration  of  his  monarch,  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  city — retire  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  nor 
venture  to  return,  until  peace  was  j-estored.  His  coun- 
trymen, also,  who  were  disposed  to  claim  his  protection, 
and  abandon  the  service,  were  ordered  to  follow  him, 
and,  at  their  peril,  not  to  appear  again  about  New -Or- 
leans. The  general  did  this  with  a  view  to  his  own  se- 
curity, and  from  a  conviction  that  those  who  could  thus 
shamefully  seek  to  avoid  a  contest,  threatened  against  a 
country  which  they  had  adopted,  and  whose  privileges 
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and  benefits  they  had  enjoyed,  would  not  scruple,  if  an 
occasion  offered,  to  inflict  any  injury  in  their  power:— 
he  beheved  his  camp,  or  its  vicinity,  by  no  means  a  pro- 
per place  where  such  characters  should  be  permitted  to 
loitre. 

Particular  care  and  caution  had  been  early  taken  that 
embarrassments  of  the  score  of  citizenship  might  not 
arise.  Danger"  threatening,  it  was  no  difficult  matter 
to  perceive,  that  on  the  ground  of  being  subjects  of  a  for- 
eign power,  and  owing  no  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
many  would  assert  a  neutrality  and  exemption  from  the 
fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  field.  If  entitled  to  this 
character,  then  was  it  fair  they  should  receive  whatever 
of  immunity  could  attach  to  their  claim ;  yet  if  in  pros- 
perous times  they  had  asserted  their  right  to  be  citizens, 
— participated  in  our  privileges,  and  drawn  to  themselves 
all  the  benefits  appertaining  to  that  relation,  then  was 
there  every  justice  in  demanding  of  them  the  military 
services  which  were  exacted  of  others:  but  as  the  lan- 
guage spoken  was  not  vernacular,  any  inquiiy  on  this 
subject,  calculated  to  result  in  certainty,  was  attended 
Avith  difficulty.  Fortunately,  however,  a  warmly  con- 
tested election,  the  preceding  summer,  h^Jaken  place 
at  New  Orleans,  and  a  register  of  the  votes  on  the  occa- 
sion had  been  preserved.  To  this  document  then,  the 
general  resorted,  and  with  this  unanswerable  argument, 
that  those  who  had  voted,  and  thereby  participated  in 
the  highest  privileges  of  the  country,  should  not  now  be 
permitted  to  deny,  or  throw  off",  a  citizenship  thus  esta- 
blished. By  this  mean,  he  rendered  in  a  great  degree, 
inoperative,  the  French  consul's  certificates,  and  com- 
pelled to  the  field,  spite  of  their  consular  protection,  eve- 
ry man  whose  name  could  be  traced  on  the  election  ros- 
ter. 
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Our  own  citizens,too,  were  giving  rise  to  difficulties, and 
increasing  the  danger  of  the  moment.  Mr.  Livingston 
Jhad  arrived  on  the  10th,  from  the  British  fieet,  whither 
he  had  gone  to  effect  a  general  cartel:  through  him,  ad- 
miral Cochrane  had  announced  the  arrival  of  a  vessel 
from  Jamaica,  with  news,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  had 
been  agreed  on  and  signed  by  the  two  countries.  This 
information  was  immediately  caught  at  by  the  news- 
mongers, and  either  from  intention,  or  v/ant  of  correct- 
intelligence,  it  suddenly  appeared  in  the  Louisiana  Ga- 
zette, in  an  entirely  different  shape:  it  stated  the  arrival 
of  a  flag  at  head-quarlcrs,  which  announced  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  peace,  and  requested  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 
It  was  evident,  the  effect  of  such  a  declaration  would  be 
to  introduce  lassitude,  or  perhaps  disaffection  among  th« 
troops,  and  induce  a  belief  that  their  accustomed  vigi- 
lance was  no  longer  necessary.  Sensible  of  this,  general 
Jackson  sent  for  the  editor,  and  instructed  him  to  alter 
what  he  had  stated,  and  exhibit  the  facts,  which  he  now 
communicated  to  him,  truly  as  they  were.  He  adopted 
this  course,  from  fear  of  the  consequences  to  be  produced 
to  himself.  One  thing  he  well  knew,  that  the  enemy 
had  retired,^nder  circumstances  of  mortification  and 
humbled  feelmg  at  their  complete  discomfiture;  nor  was 
it  an  improbable  conjecture,  that  they  might  yet  seek 
an  accomplishment  of  their  views,  through  any  channel 
a  hope  of  success  could  be  discerned.  Might  not  this 
annunciation  of  peace,  and  request  for  the  suspension  of 
hostilities,  introduced  through  the  public  journals,  be  a 
device  of  the  enemy  to  induce  a  relaxation  in  his  system 
of  operation  and  defence;  to  divert  his  officers  and  sol- 
diers from  that  attention  and  activity  so  essential  to  se- 
curity,— to  excite  discontents  •  and  murnjurings,  and  a 
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desire  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  drudgery  of  a 
camp?  All  these  dangers  he  saw  lurking  beneath  it,  if 
false ;  and  whether  true  or  false,  it  was  foreign  to  his 
duty  to  be  influenced  by  any  thing,  until  it  should  be 
officially  communicated  by  his  government.  Fearful 
of  the  effect  it  might  produce,  he  lost  no  time  in  addres- 
sing his  army:  "  How  disgraceful,"  he  remarked, as  well 
as  disastrous,  would  it  be,  if,  by  surrendering  ourselves 
credulously  to  newspaper  publications,  often  proceeding 
from  ignorance,  but  more  frequently  from  dishonest  de- 
sign, we  should  permit  an  enemy,  whom  we  have  so  late- 
ly and  so  gloriously  beaten,  to  regain  the  advantages  he 
has  lost,  and  triumph  over  us  in  turn."  A  general  order, 
at  the  same  time,  announced  that  no  publication  relating 
to,  or  affecting  the  army,  Avas  to  be  published  in  any 
newspaper,  without  first  obtaining  permission.  It  has 
been  objected,  that  this  prohibition,  going  to  restrict  the 
exercise  of  a  constitutional  right,  was  an-  outrage  on  the 
feelings  and  liberty  of  the  country:  but  if  the  press  be 
of  so  sacred  and  intactible  a  character,  that  it  may  adopt 
and  pursue  a  course  calculated  to  scatter  dissensions,  and 
excite  mutiny  in  the  ranks  of  an  army,  when  in  the  very 
face  of  an  enemy,  without  the  power  of  controul,  it  is  a 
circumstance  much  to  be  regretted.  Reflecting  minds  will 
determine,  if  an  interposition  of  power  were  not  neces- 
sary, to  restrain  so  dangerous  a  freedom,  and  to  avert 
injury  from  a  country,  whose  protection  the  press,  when 
it  seeks  to  injure,  ceases  to  deserve. 

Notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  shortly  afterwards 
an  anonymous  publication  appeared  in  the  Louisiana 
Couiier,  cal^lated  by  its  inflammatory  character  to  ex- 
cite mutiny  among  Vie  troops,  and  afford  the  enemy  in- 
telligence of  the  situation  m.d  disposition  of  the  army. 
30* 
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it  was  now  high  lime,  the  general  believed,  to  act  witij 
decision,  and  prove  hj  the  rigid  exercise  of  authority, 
that  such  conduct  militated  against  the  police  and  safety 
of  his  camp,  and  required  not  to  be  passed  M^th  impunity. 
— Th^  enemy  had  heretofore  eSected  a  landing,  se- 
cretly, and  without  opposition;  and  although  beaten, 
might  again  return.  If  spies  were  to  be  nestled  in  his 
camp,  and  permitted  to  go  forth  to  the  world  with  the 
gleanings  of  their  industry,  it  was  folly  to  believe  the 
enemy  would  not  profit  by  the  information.  Martial 
law  still  prevailed  in  New  Orleans,  and  be  resolved  to 
put  it  in  execution  against  those  who  manifested  such  an 
evident  disregard  of  the  pubhc  good.  The  editor  was  im- 
mediately sent  for  to  the  general's  quarters;  he  stated 

the  author  of  the  piece  to  be  Louaillier,  a 

member  of  the  legislature,  and  he  was  thereupon  dis- 
charged. 

Louaillier  was  arrested,  and  detained  for  trial.  This 
circumstance  aifordcd  civilians  a  fair  opportunity  of 
testing  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  a  commanding  general 
to  raise  the  military  above  the  civil  authority,  and  ren- 
der it  superior  hy  any  declaration  of  his.  Application 
was  made  to  judge  Hall  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
which  was  immediately  issued.  The  general  to  render 
the  example  as  eftlcacicus  as  possible,  and  from  informa- 
tion that  the  j-udge  had  been  much  more  ofikious  than 
his  duty  required,  and  believing,  in  fact,  that  it  was  a 
measure  of  combination  and  concert  to  test  his  power, 
determined  to  aiTcst  him  also,  and  thereby  at  once  to 
settle  the  question  of  authority.  On  a  matter  involving 
such  important  consequences,  he  believed  it  best  to  have 
it  determined  in  a  way  calculated  to  silence  opposition, 
and  3how  that  he  was  resolved  to  put  down  every  effort 
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to  thwart  the  measures  adopted  for  defence,  or  which 
was  intended  to  destroy  the  pohce  which  he  had  estab- 
lished for  the  tranciuilHty  of  his  camp,  and  for  the  safety 
of  the  country. 

Instead  of  surrendering  Mr.  Louaillier,  and  acting  in 
obedience  to  the  writ,  which  had  issued  for  his  reUef,he 
seized  the  person  of  the  judge,  and  on  the  11th  of  the 
month,  sent  him  from  the  city,  with  these  instructions — 
"  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  you  beyond  the  limits  of 
my  encampment,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  improper 
conduct  with  which  you  have  been  charged.  You  will 
remain  without  the  line  of  my  sentinels  until  the  ratifica- 
tion of  peace  is  regularly  announced,  or  until  the  British 
shall  have  left  the  southern  coast."  He  did  this,behev- 
ing  he  was  right  in  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  and 
that  the  good  sense  of  judge  Hall  should,  at  so  momen- 
tous a  period,  have  taught  him  a  different  course.  He 
did  it,  because  disposed  to  give  complete  effect  to  his 
measures,  to  silence  opposition,  and  satisfy  the  refractory 
and  designing,  that  judicial  interference  should  not  mar 
the  execution  of  his  plans,  or  afford  a  screen,  behind 
which  treason  might  stalk  unmolested.  He  did  it,  to 
make  the  example  effectual,  and  to  obtain,  through  fear, 
that  security  which  could  not  be  had  through  love  of 
country. 

The  mind  cooly  calculating,  in  the  closet,  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  wrong,  can  not  fairly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  this  question.  Proper  inferences  can  be  only 
drawn,  by  bearing  in  recollection  all  those  circumstances 
which  existed  at  the  moment.  That  a  zeal  suited  to 
the  occasion  was  not  felt  by  all,  the  events  already  ad- 
verted to  abundantly  prove.  The  course  pursued  by  the 
legislature  had  evidenced  a  feeling  and  conduct  which 
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had  forfeited  reliance ;  v/hile  the  enemy  being,  as  we 
liave  heretofore  shown,  constantly  advised  of  every  thing 
transacted  in  the  American  camp,  plainly  evinced,  that 
safety  and  success  were  to  he  attained  in  no  other  way 
tlian  by  pursuing  a  course  at  once  tinn  and  determined. 
The  niihtia  had  already  grown  tired  of  the  field,  and 
sighed  to  be  discharged  from  their  toils.  To  impress  on. 
their  minds  a  conviction,  that,  peace  being  restored,  they 
were  unnecessarily  detained  in  service,  whea  it  rested 
on  rumour  alone,  or  to  attempt,  by  any  course  of  con- 
duct, to  render  them  more  disaifected,  carried  with  it 
such  a  degree  of  criminality  and  guilt,  as  could  not  be 
permitted,  without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try. This  spirit  of  discontent  had  become  extensively 
diffused.  The  diiferent  posts  which  had  been  estab- 
lished, could  with  difficulty  be  maintained.  The  Ken- 
tucky troops,  and  two  hundred  of  the  Louisiana  militia, 
stationed  in  defence  of  Villery's  canal,  had  abandoned 
their  post.  Chef  Menteur,  too,  a  point  no  less  impor- 
tant, had  been  forsaken  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
Louisianians,  in  despite  of  the  remonstrances  and  exer- 
tions of  their  officers  to  detain  them.  Governor  Clai- 
borne bad  been  heard  to  declare,  in  Avords  of  mysterious 
import,  that  serious  difficulties  would  be  shortly  wit- 
nessed in  New  Orleans.  For  the  commanding  general, 
at  a  time  like  this,  when  disaffection  was  spreading  like 
contagion  through  his  camp,  patiently  to  have  stood  and 
witnessed  mutiny  fomented  and  encouraged  by  persons 
who,  from  their  standing  in  society,  were  calcujated  to 
possess  a  dangerous  influence,  vrould  have  beei  a  crime 
he  never  could  have  sufficiently  atoned,  had  injury  re- 
sulted. He  thought  it  time  enough  io  relax  ir-  hi?  opera- 
tions, and  ground  his  arms,  when  the  conclusion  of  peace 
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should  be  announced  through  the  proper  authorities. 
Until  then,  believing  that  innperious  duty  required  it, he 
resolved  to  maintain  his  advantages,  and  clieck  opposi- 
tion, at  every  hazard.  To  have  obeyed  the  writ  would 
have  been  idle.  He  had  declared  the  existence  of  nriili- 
tary  authority,  and  thereby  intended  to  supersede  all 
judicial  power.  If  he  had  obeyed  the  mandate,  it  would 
have  been  an  acknowledgment  of  civil  supremacy,  and 
a  virtual  abandonment  of  the  course  he  had  adopted. 
It  was  not  an  improbable  event,  that  the  petitioner  would 
be  discharged,  on  a  hearing,  because  guilty  of  no  offence 
cognizable  by  the  civil  courts.  He  had  not  levied  war 
against  the  country,  nor  directly  aided  the  enemy ;  but 
had  done  that  which  was  paralizing  exertion,  scattering 
dissension,  introducing  mutiny,  and  thinning  the  ranks  of 
the  army.  Either,  then,  judicial  interference  should 
have  been  disregarded,  or  the  arrest  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary. But  whether  the  course  pursued  were  right 
or  wrong,  the  effect  was  important  and  salutary,  for 
good  order  was  restored,  and  disorganizers  forthwith 
were  hushed  to  silence. 

On  the  1 3th  of  the  month,  two  days  after  the  depar- 
ture of  judge  Hall  from  the  city,  an  express  reached 
head-quarters,  with  despatches  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, at  Washington  city,  announcing  the  conclusion  of 
a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uriited  States, 
and  directing  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  A  similar  com' 
munication  from  his  government  was  received  by  gene- 
ral Lambert,  shortly  afterwards,  and  on  the  19th,  mili- 
tary operations,  by  the  two  armies,  entirely  ceased. — 
The  aspect  of  affairs  was  now  changing:  the  militia 
were  discharged  from  service;  bustle  was  subsiding j 
and  joy  and  tranquillity  every  where  appearing.     A 
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proclamation,  by  the  direction  of  the  president  of  th^ 
United  States,  was  issued,  extending  pardon  and  for- 
giveness for  past  oSences. 

Jud2;e  Hall,  being  restored  to  the  exercise  of  those 
functions,  of  which  he  had  been  lately  bereaved,  by  mil- 
itary arrest,  proceeded,  without  loss  of  time,  to  an  ex- 
amination of  what  had  passed,  and  to  become  the  arbit- 
er of  his  own  wrongs  and  injuries.  Accordingly,  on  the 
21st,  he  granted  a  rule  of  court  for  general  Jackson  to 
appear,  and  show  cause  why  an  attachment  for  contempt 
should  not  be  awarded,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  re- 
fused to  obey  a  writ  issued  to  him, — detained  an  origin- 
al paper  belonging  to  the  court,  and  imprisoned  the 
judge.* 

In  this  case,  there  was  certainly,  too  much  latitude  for 
an  improper  indulgence  of  feeling,  for  the  judge,  the  com- 
plaining party,  to  have  claimed  any  kind  of  interference : 
it  would  have  been  more  advisable  to  have  appealed  to 
a  jury  of  his  country,  and  thus  brought  before  a  dispas- 
sionate tribunal,  the  question  of  the  illegality  of  his  ar- 
rest and  detention.  But,  by  becoming  the  prosecutor 
^nd  arbiter  of  his  own  grievances,  he  placed  himself  in  a 
situation,  where  reason  could  have  but  little  agency,  cal- 
culated to  do  injustice,  and  attach  to  his  decision  suspi- 
cion and  censure.  It  would  have  been  more  satisfactory 
to  Jackson,  to  have  met  the  inquiry  before  a  less  partial 
tribunal;  yet,  although  he  was  well  convinced  of  its  be- 
ing an  extra-judicial  proceeding,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
appear,   and    submit   the    grounds  which  he  believed 

*  The  writ  had  been  detained,  and  a  certified  copy  given,  on  ac- 
«ount  of  its  having  been  altered  by  judge  Hall,  in  a  material  part. 
The  general's  reasons  for  the  detention  will  be  found  in  his  answer, 
•Sit  the  end,  of  the  volume. 
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ought  fully  to  acquit  him  of  all  alleged  guilt.  The  tri- 
al by  jury  v/as  secured,  generally,  iu  criminal  prosecu- 
tion?, and  in  all  others  except  where  the  law,  from  con- 
ceived necessity,  had  directed  a  more  summary  course. 
But  theauthority  of  court'  had  already  settled,  that  sta- 
tutes which  infringe  the  privilege  of  jury  trial,  were 
never  to  receive  a  liberal  construction,  and  could  be 
made  to  operate  only  in  cases  which  came  strictly  with- 
in their  letter:  inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  indignity 
complained  of,  and  the  right  to  punish  for  contempt,  was 
not  clearly  within  the  provisions  of  any  existing  law,  but 
merely  a  right  incidenta]  to  judicial  power,  it  was  be- 
lieved the  court  possessed  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case, — 
that  it  deser\^ed  to  be  classed  with  general  injuries,  and 
inquired  into  by  a  jury.  Claiming  to  himself  this  and 
other  exceptions  to  the  jurisdiction,  he  met  the  investi- 
gation. He  was  the  more  disposed  to  do  so,  because  the 
busy  politicians  -of  the  city  had  condemaed  his  acts,  with- 
out seeking  for  the  reasons  which  had  induced  them. — 
An  opportunity  was  now  presented  of  developing  them 
fully,  and  of  bringing  to  the  view  of  his  country,  the  weigh- 
ty considerations  that  had  influenced  his  mind,  and  to 
which,  in  a  great  measure,  were  to  be  ascribed  the  pro- 
tection and  safety  the  country  had  experienced. 

On  the  24th,  his  apj^earance  being  entered,  he  stood 
represented  at  the  bar  by  John  Reid,  his  aid-de-camp, 
and  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Duncan.  Major  Reid  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  court,  remarked,  that  he  appear- 
ed with  the  general's  answer,  siipported  by  an  affidavit, 
vfhich  went  to  show,  that  the  rule  should  be  discharged, 
and  no  further  proceedirg  had  against  him.  A  curious 
course  of  judicial  proceeding  w^as  now  witnessed.— r 
Cause,  why  the  rule  should  not  be  made  ab3olute,was  to  bq 
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shown,  and  yet  the  judge  would  deL\,rmlne  whether  the 
reasons  were  exceptionable  or  not,  previously  to  their 
being  iieard  or  seen.  The  counsel  urged  in  vain  the 
propriety  of  his  hearing  first,  before  he  decided,  if  the 
answer  were  consonant  with  propriety.  This  was  over- 
ruled. He  would  first  determine  what  it  should  be. — 
If  within  any  of  the  rules  laid  down,  it  should  be  heard, — 
not  else. 

"If,''  remarked  the  judge,  'Hhe  party  object  to  the  ju- 
risdiction, h©  shall  be  heard. 

"If  it  be  a  denial  of  facts ;  or  that  the  facts  charged 
do  not  amount  to  a  contempt,  he  shall  be  heard. 

"If  it  be  an  apology  to  the  court;  or  an  intention  to 
show,  that  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  virtue  of  his  military  commission,  he  had 
a  right  to  act  as  charged,  the  court  will  hear  him." 

Hear  what  it  does  contain,  and  you  can  then  decide 
if  it  come  under  any  of  the  general  rules  laid  down,  was 
replied  and  argued  at  length  by  his  counsel,  as  the  cor- 
rect and  proper  course. 

After  a  debate  of  considerable  length.  Major  Reid 
was  permitted  to  proceed  and  to  read  the  answer.  He  had 
gotten  through  the  exceptions  reserved  as  to  the  juris- 
diction, and  was  proceeding  with  the  respondent's  rea- 
sons, showing  the  necessity,  and  hence  the  consequent 
propriety  of  declaring  martial  law,  when  he  was  again 
interrupted  by  the  judge,  because  coming  within  none 
of  the  rules  which  he  had  laid  down.  The  ears  cf  the 
court  were  closed  against  every  thing  of  argument  or 
reason,  and  without  hearing  the  defence,  the  rule  against 
him  was  rendered  absolute,  and  the  attachment  sued 
out. 
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This  process  was  made  returnable  the  31st:  and  on 
that  day  the  general  appeared.     Public  feeling  was  ex- 
cited, and  the  crowd,  on  the  tiptoe  of  expectation,  were 
anxiously  waiting  to  know   what  punishment  the  judge 
would  think  due  to  acts  which  all  agreed  had   mainly 
contributed  to  the  success  of  our  cause.      Jackson,  pre- 
viously apprized  of  the  popular  fervor  towards  him,  and 
solicitous  that  nothing  on  his  part  should  be  done  calcu- 
lated to  give  it  impulse,  practised  more  than  usual  cau- 
tion: and  now  when  it  had  become  necessary  to  appear 
in  puMic,  to  ward  himself  from  crimes  imputed,  he  threw 
oQ  his  military  costume,  and  assuming  the  garb  of  a  cit- 
izen, the  better  to  disguise  himself,  entered  alone  the 
hall,  where  the  court  was  sitting.     Undiscovered  amidst 
the  concourse  which  was  present,  he  had  nearly  reached 
the  bar,  when,  being  perceived,  the  room  instantly  rung 
with  the  shouts  of  a  thousand  voices.     Raising  himself 
on  a  bench  and  moving  his  hand,  to  procure  silence,  a 
pause  ensued.     He  then  addressed  himself  to  the  crowd ; 
told  them  of  the  duty  due  to  the  public  authorities;  for 
that  any  impropriety  of  theirs  would  be  imputed  to  him, 
and  urged,  if  they  had  any  regard  for  him,  that  they 
would,  on  the  present  occasion,  forbear  those  feelings 
and  expressions  of  opinion.     Silence  being  restored,  the 
judge  rose  from  his  seat,  and  remarking,  that  it  was  im- 
possible, nor  safe,  to  transact  business  at  such  a  moment, 
and  under  such  threatening  circumstances,  directed  the 
marshal  to  adjourn  the  court.     The  general  immediate- 
ly interfered,  and  requested  that  it  might  not  be  done. 
"There  is  no  danger  here;  there  shall  be  none — the 
same  arnm  that  protected  from  outrage  this  city,  against 
the  invaders  of  the  country,  will  shield  and  prelect  this 
court,  or  perish  in  the  eifort."     This  declaration  had  tii6 
31 
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effect  to  tranquilize  the  feelings  and  apprehensions  of 
the  judge;  and  the  business  of  the  court  was  proceeded 
with.  It  was  now  denaanded  of  him  to  answer  nineteen 
interrogatories,  drawn  up  with  much  labour,  and  in  stu- 
died form,  which  were  to  determine  as  to  his  guilt  or  in- 
nocence. He  informed  the  -court  he  should  not  be  in- 
terrogated ;  that,  on  a  former  occasion  he  had  presented 
the  reasons  which  had  influenced  his  conduct,  without 
their  producing  an  effect,  or  being  even  listened  to. — 
"You  would  not  hear  my  defence,  although  you  were 
advised  it  contained  nothing  improper,  and  ample  rea- 
sons why  no  attachment  should  be  awarded.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  appear  before  you,  to  receive  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  having  nothing  further  in  my  de- 
fence to  offer. 

"Your  honour  will  not  understand  me  as  intending 
any  disrespect  to  the  court;  but  as  no  opportunity  has 
been  afforded  me  of  explaining  the  reasons  and  motives 
by  which  I  was  influenced,  so  is  it  expected,  that  censure 
or  reproof  will  constitute  no  part  of  that  sentence  which 
you  may  imagine  it  your  duty  to  pronounce." 

The  judge  proceeded  to  a  final  discharge  of  what  he 
conceived  was  due  to  the  offended  majesty  of  the  laws, 
and  fined  the  ^^eneral  a  thousand  dollars. 

The  hall  in  which  this  busiaess  was  transacted  was 
greatly  crowded,  and  excitement  every  where  prevailed. 
No  sooner  was  the  judgment  of  the  court  pronounced, 
than  again  were  sent  forth  shouts  of  the  people.  lie 
was  now  seized  and  forcibly  hurried  from  the  hall  to  the 
streets,  amidst  reiterated  cries  of  huzza  for  Jackson, 
from  the  immense  concourse  that  surrounded  him.  Fhey 
presently  met  a  carriage  in  which  a  lady  was  ritling, 
when,  politely  taking  her  from  it,  the  general  was  made, 
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ipite  of  entreaty,  to  occupy  her  place:  the  horses  being 
removed,  the  carriage  was  drawn  on,  and  halted  at  the 
cofTee-house,  into  which  he  was  carried,  and  thither  the 
crowd  followed,  huzzaing  for  Jackson^  and  menacing  vio- 
lently the  judge.  Having  prevailed  on  them  to  hear 
him,  he  addressed  them  with  great  feeling  and  earnest- 
ness ;  implored  them  to  run  into  no  excesses ;  that  if  they 
had  the  least  gratitude- for  his  services,  or  regard  for  him 
personally,  they  could  evince  it  in  no -way  so  satisfactori- 
ly, ashy  assenting,  as  he  most  freely  did,  to  the  decision 
which  had  just  been  pronounced  against  him.  "That 
the  civil  was  the  paramount  and  supreme  authority  of 
the  land.  He  had  never  pretended  to  any  thing  else, 
nor  advocated  a  different  doctrine.  He  had  departed 
from  its  rules,  because  that  they  were  too  feeble  for  the 
state  of  the  times.  By  a  resort  to  martial  law,  he  had 
succeeded  in  defending  and  protecting  a  country,  which, 
without  it,  must  have  been  lost;  yet  under  its  provisions 
he  had  oppressed  no  one,  nor  extended  them  to  any  other 
purpose  than  defence  and  safety;  objects  which  its  de- 
claration was  intended  alone  to  effect."  "I  feel,"  con- 
tinued he,  "sensible  for  those  marks  of  personal  regard 
which  you  have  evinced  towards  me ;  and  with  pleasure 
remember  those  high  efforts  of  valour  and  patriotism 
which  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  If  recent  events  have  shown  you  what  fear- 
less valour  can  effect,  it  is  a  no  less  important  truth  to 
learn,  that  submission  to  the  civil  authority  is  the  first 
duty  of  a  citizen.  In  the  arduous  necessity  impo?ed  on 
me,  of  defending  this  important  and  interesting  city,  im- 
perious circumstances  compelled  mc^  either  to  jeopar- 
dize those  important  interests  which  were  confided  to 
me,  or  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  those 
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measures  which  have  been  termed  high  handed^  but 
which,  I  thought,  absolutely  essential  for  defence.  Thus 
situated,  I  did  not  hesitate — I  could  not.  I  risked  all 
consequences;  and  you  have  seen  me  meet  the  penalty 
of  my  aggression,  and  bow  with  submission  to  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law.  Had  the  penalty  imposed  reached 
the  utmost  extent  of  my  ability  to  meet  it,  I  should  not 
have  murmured  or  complained ;  nor  now,  when  it  is  end- 
ed, would  I  forbear  a  similar  course  were  the  same  ne- 
cessity and  circumstances  again  to  recur.  If  the  offence 
with  which  I  am  now  charged  had  not  been  committed, 
the  laws  by  which  I  have  been  punished  would  not  now 
exist:  Sincerely  do  I  rejoice  in  their  maintenance  and 
safety,  although  the  first  vindication  of  their  violated 
supremacy  has  been  evinced  in  the  punishment  of  my- 
self. The  order  and  decorum  manifested  by  you, 
amidst  various  circumstances  of  strong  excitement,  mer- 
its my  warmest  acknowledgments.  I  pray  you,  permit 
that  moderation  to  continue.  If  you  have  any  regard 
for  me,you  will  not  do  otherwise  than  yield  respect  to  the- 
justice  of  the  country,  and  to  the  character  of  its  minis- 
ters ;  that  feeling  and  disposition  will,  I  trust,  always  cha- 
racterize you ;  and  evince  on  your  part,  as  firm  a  dispo- 
sition to  maintain  inviolate  and  unimpaired  the  laws  of 
the  country,  as  you  have  recently  shown  to  defend  your- 
self against  invasion  and  threatened  outrage."  Mr. 
Davasac,  who  had  acted  in  the  capacity  of  volunteer 
aid,  being  requested  by  the  general,  rose,  and  in  the 
French  language,  repeated  the  substance  of  the  re- 
marks- previously  delivered  by  Jackson.  He  urged  zea- 
lously the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order,  and 
ihiis  produced  tranquillity  to  excited  feeling. 
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Being  at  length  relieved  from  this  warm  display  of 
gratitude  and  regard  manifested  towards  him  for  the 
exertions  he  had  made  in  their  defence,  Jackson  retired 
to  his  quarters,  and  giving  a  check  to  his  aid-de-camp, 
flent  him  to  discharge  the  fine  imposed,  and  to  terminate 
his  contest  with  the  civil  authority.  He  was  greatly 
consoled  at  learning,  through  various  respectable  chan- 
nels, that  all  was  tranquil,  and  that  against  the  judge 
nothing  of  indignity  or  unkindness  was  longer  medi- 
tated. 

So  rivetted  was  the  impression,  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  commanding  general  was  correct,  and  the 
conduct  of  judge  Hall  more  the  result  of  spleen  than 
any  thing  else,  ttiat  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  deter- 
mined to  ward  off  the  effect  of  his  intended  injury,  by 
discharging,  themselves,  the  fine  imposed.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  be  thought  of,  and  it  was  done.  So  nume- 
rous were  the  persons  entertaining'the  same  feelings  on 
the  subject,  that  in  a  short  time  the  entire  sum  was 
raised  by  voluntary  contribution.  '  The  general,  under- 
standing what  was  in  agitation,  to  spare  his  own  and 
their  feelings,  had  despatched  his  aid-de-camp  to  seek 
the  marshal,  and  thereby  avoided  the  necessity  of  refu- 
sing a  favour,  intended  to  be  offered,  and  which  he  could 
not  have  accepted.  Without,  however,  any  knowledge 
of  his  wishes,  or  consulting  at  all  his  feelings  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  proceeded  in  the  arrangement,  and,  by  sub- 
scription, the  entire  amount  was  in  a  short  time  raised, 
and  depoiiied  to  his  use  in  banl^:,  and  notice  thereof 
given.  But  it  was  act  accepted ;  though  refused  in  a 
manner  the  most  delicate.  In  repi}',  he  declared  the 
obligations  felt  for  this  renewed  evidence  of  regard; 
and  although  he  could  not  accept  of  it,  yet  as  it  was 
31* 
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the  result  of  the  most  generous  feeUng,  he  solicited 
that  the  amount  might  be  applied  to  the  assistance 
and  rehef  of  those  whose  relatives,  during  the  siege,  had 
fellen  in  battle.  Tiie  proposition  made  was  acceded  to, 
and  the  amount  subscribed,  and  which  had  been  designed 
expressly  for  his  relief,  was  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless. 

Those  who  are  disposed  to  be  informed  further  upou 
this  subject,  and  to  know,  if  in  declaring  martial  law  he 
acted  correctly,  or  whether,  sliort  of  the  stern  and  deter- 
mined course  adopted,  he  could  have  effected  the  impor- 
ta.nt  ends  he  accomplished,  and  preserved  from  dishonour, 
wretchedness  and  ruin,  the  country  and  its' inhabitants, 
can  refer  to  the  able  and  eloquent  answer,  submitted  to 
ihe  court,  and  which  was  refused  to  be  hd'ard.  It  will 
be  found  replete  with  reasons  calculated  to  satisfy  the 
mind  that  the  course  he  took  was  required  by  every 
principle  of  propriety  and  necessity.* 

To  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  belongs  to  con- 
gress, by  the  constitution.  It  restricts  any  interference,, 
except  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection.  To  say  that- 
it  is  a  privilege  which  must  be  continued  to  the  citizen 
until  discharged  by  a  law,  embracing  the  circumstances 
of  every  case  that  may  arise,  is  to  suppose  a  something 
that  never  can  happen.  An  invasion  might  be  made  a 
thousand  miles  from  the  seat  of  government,  or  in  the 
recess  of  congress,  when  no  authority,  competent  to  its 
suspension,  did  exist.  Tlie  Roman  maxim,  inter  arma 
silent  leges,  had  its  origin  in  the  necessities  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  must  occasionally  apply  to  the  condition  and  cir- 
'cumstances  of  every  country.     In  all  governments  there 

*  See  note  F, 
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are  moments  of  danger  and  distress,  when,  no  matter 
how  cautiously  protected  be  the  rights  df  the  citizens, 
those  rights  must  be  disregarded,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
of  being  destroyed,  but  that  tiiey  may  be  more  perma- 
nently secured.  Certainly  none  but  an  officer,  acting 
upon  an  enemy's  line,  privy  to  all  his  intrigues,  strata- 
gems and  wiles,  can  so  correctly  judge  of  the  emergency 
requiring  the  exercise  of  such  power.  He  assumes  a; 
weighty  responsibility;  but,  with  an  intelligent  world.; 
hazards  no  more,  than  to  be  able  to  show,  that  threaten- 
ing danger,  and  unavoidable  necessity,  required  him  to 
act.  Cases  have  occurred  where  the  constitution  has 
been  violated  without  reproach.  A  previous  appropria-* 
tion  by  congress  is  required,  or  monies  are  forbidden  to  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury ;  and  yet  this  rule  has  been  disre= 
garded,when circumstances  made  it  necessarj-',  and  some- 
times, too,  violated  when  tlie  necessities  of  the  country 
did  not  demand  it^  Few  generals  have, in  all  situations, 
respected  private  property :  when  the  country  afiorded 
provisions,  and  their  armies  were  in  want,  they  have 
wrested  them  from  the  owner.  Here,  it  may  be  said^ 
compensation  and  atonement  can  be  ofiered,  but  none 
for  the  violation  of  personal  liberty:  this,  however,  is  a 
distinction  without  a  difference,  because  both  rights  are 
equally  sacred,  and  the  infringement  of  one  is  no- less  a 
constitutional  violation  than  the  other.  We  would  have 
but  little  cause  to  applaud  the  prudence,  energy,  or  good 
sense  of  a  commanding  general,  who  should  suffer  dis- 
tress and  want  in  his  camp,  mutiny  in  his  army,  and  ruin 
to  his  country,  vfhen  he  possessed  the  means  of  pre- 
venting them',  yet  omitted  their  exercise,  because  the 
constitution  forbade  him  to  act.  Highly  as  we  may  ap- 
preciate the  man,  who,  when  clothed  with  authority^ 
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avoids  infringing  this  sacred  shield  of  our  liberty,  yet,  t« 
hesitate,  when  surrounded  hy  peril  and  danger,  would 
deservedly  atta  b  to  him  the  censures  of  the  patriotic 
and  the  good.  Whenever  individual  rights  shall  be 
trampled  on,  a,.d  personal  liberty  disregarded  and  vio- 
lated, merited  reproach  will  pursue  him  whose  only  jus- 
tification may  be,  that  he  possessed  .the  power:  but, 
when  founded  on  necessity,  demanded  by  the  exigency 
of  the  moment,  and  obviously  resorted  to  for  the  protec- 
tion and  safety  of  the  country,  it  will  be  excused,  ap- 
proved, nay,  even  commended:  nor  will  the  act  be  pun- 
ished, unless  some  victim  to  it  should  chance  to  sit  in 
judgment. 

Much  as  has  been  said  of  this  declaration  of  martial 
law,  and  greatly  as  it  has  been  complained  of,  yet  is  it 
difficult  to  conceive  what  other  course  for  safety  could, 
with  equal  effect,  have  been  resorted  to.  None  will 
pretend,  that  it  was  not  an  infraction  of  constitutional 
right;  though  none  can  seriously  entertain  a  behef,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  that  imperious  necessity  did 
not  demand  the  introduction  of  some  similar,  if  not  pre- 
cisely such  a  measure.  Although  so  much  has  been 
said  and  written  of  this  imputed  aggression  on  the  rights 
of  the  citizen;  and  although  it  has  so  often  been  de- 
nounced as  a  high  handed  act  of  tyranny,  yet  when  tiie 
measure  itself,  and  all  its  incidents,  are  fully  examaned, 
nothing  of  oppression  or  injustice  can  be  traced.  Jack- 
son alone  was  the  sufferer:  he  suffered  by  the  fine  im- 
posed on  him,  and  by  torrents  of  abuse,  which  ever  since 
have  been  lavishly  poured  upon  him.  A  member  of  the 
legislature,  who  had  not  merely  attempted,  but  in  fact 
succeeded  in  exciting  mutiny  and  insubordination  in  the 
army,  when  in  the  very  face  of  an  enemy,  and  the  arrest 
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of  the  judge,  who,  by  a  too  officious  interference,  seemed 
to  stand  forth  a  participant  in  the  offence,  constitutes  the 
whole  of  what  took  place  under  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law.  Judge  Hall  was  not  imprisoned:  it  was  sim- 
ply an  arrest.  During  the  siege,  he  had  absented  him- 
self from  the  city,  and  gone  to  Baton  Rouge:  He  had 
afforded  neither  by  example  or  advice,  any  assistance 
to  our  cause,  while  the  enemy  was  present;  but  had 
retired  on  the  first  appearance  of  danger,  nor  returned 
until  it  had  disappeared.  Whether  they  would  reap- 
pear, and  where,  could  not  be  told ;  and  hence,  whatever 
necessity  may  have  induced  the  declaration,  that  same 
necessity  imperiously  demanded  its  continuance.  On 
his  arrest,  he  was  merely  sent  to  a  distance,  and  placed 
at  liberty  under  an  order  containing  no  other  restric- 
tion, than  that  he  should  not  approach  the  city  nearer 
than  twelve  miles. 

Louaillier  was  detained  under  guard,  and  brought 
before  a  court  martial,  of  which  general  Gaines  waa 
president,  charged  under  the  second  section  of  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  as  one  "  owing  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  found  lurking  as  a  spy 
about  the  encampment:"  for  the  reason,  however,  that 
the  inflammatory  and  mutinous  publication,  which  had 
occasioned  his  arrest,  could  not  be  shown  to  have  been 
conveyed  to  the  enemy,  he  was  acquitted — the  quo  animo 
being,  from  this  circumstance  in  the  proof,  not  sufficient- 
ly apparent.  That  none  might  be  uninformed  of  the 
law,  the  following  official  notice  had  been  circulated 
through  the  public  journals. 

Head- Quarters,  7th  Military  District, 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  time  o£ 
war,  all  persons  n9i  Qiti^ms  of,  qj  Qwing  allegiance  tg  .tk© 
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United  States  of  America,  who  shall  be  found  lurking 
as  spies  in  or  about  the  fortifications  or  encampments  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
suffer  death,  according  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations, 
hy  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  and  its  environs  being  under 
martial  law,  and  the  several  encampments  and  fortifica- 
tions within  its  limits,  it  is  necessary  to  give  publicity  to 
the  above  section,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 
By  command. 

Robert  Butler,  AdjiUant-Gen&i'al. 

Conversing  with  general  Jackson,  once,  concerning  the 
declaration  of  martial  law,  he  expressed  himself  after 
the  following  manner.  "I  very  well  knew  the  extent  of 
oiy  powers,  and  that  it  was  far  short  of  that  which  neces- 
sity and  my  situation  required.  I  determined,  therefore, 
to  venture  boldly  fourth,  and  pursue  a  course  correspon- 
dent to  the  difficulties  that  pressed  upon  me.  I  had  an 
anxious  solicitude  to  wipe  off  the  stigma  cast  upon  my 
country  by  the  destruction  of  the  capitol.  If  New  Or- 
leans were  taken,  I  well  knew  that  new  difficulties  would 
arise,  and  every  effort  be  made  to  retain  it;  and  that  if 
regained,  blood  and  treasure  would  be  the  sacrifice.  My 
determination,  therefore,  was  formed,  not  to  halt  at  tri- 
fles, but  to  lose  the  city  only  at  the  boldest  sacrifice ;  and 
to  omit  nothing  that  could  assure  success.  I  was  well 
aware  that  calculating  politicians,  ignorant  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  surrounded  me,  would  condemn  my  course; 
but  this  was  not  material.  What  became  of  me,  was  of 
no  consequence.  If  disaster  did  come,  I  expected  not 
to  survive  it^  but  if  a  successful  defence  could  be  made 
I  felt  assured  that  my  country,  in  the  objects  attained, 
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would  lose  sight  of,  and  forget  the  means  that  had  been 
emplojed."' 

The  war  being  now  ended,  it  was  indispetisable  to  has- 
ten the  necessary  arrangements  to  relieve  from  the  toilt 
of  the  field  those  brave  men  v.'Iio  had  so  long  been  strug- 
gling in  their  country's  defence.  The  necessary  meas- 
ures to  effect  this  were  adopted.  The  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mississippi  troops  had  taken  their  departure. 
General  Gaines  being  invested  with  the  command,  in  a 
few  days  general  Jackson  left  New  Orleans  for  Nash- 
ville. The  good  wishes  and  friendship  of  the  people  fol- 
lowed him:  there  were  a  few,  however,  who  rejoiced  at 
his  departure ;  but  they  were  those,  who,  in  moments  of 
peril,  had^stood  aloof  from  danger,  or  sought  to  increase 
it;  and  who,  in  the  reproaches  to  be  cast  upon  him,  ex- 
pected to  palliate  their  own  misdeeds.  They  had  no  un- 
pleasant sensations  at  being  relieved  from  the  presence 
of  one  who,  they  believed,  rras  fully  acquainted  with 
the  abandoned  course  they  had  pursued:  but  the  great 
body  of  (he  citizens,  mindful  of  his  vigilance,  and  of  the 
weighty  privations  he  had  encountered  for  their  safety 
and  protection,  fondly  cherished  a  recollection  of  what 
he  had  done,  and  felt  every  gratitude  towards  him. 
Previously  to  breaking  up  his  encampment,  he  address- 
ed his  army,  and  declared  the  high  sense  he  entertained 
of  those  valiant  men,  who,  with  him,  had  toiled  in  the 
field,  and  who,  by  perseverance  and  fidelity,  had  ohlain- 
ed  safety  for  their  country,  and  distinguished  honour 
for  themselves.* 

On  his  return,  the  respect  of  all  was  manifested  in  his 
behalf:— all  evinced  a  partiality  for  the  man  whose  sig- 

*  See  note  G, 
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nal  achievements  had  raised  his  country  to  a  high  and 
dignified  standing,  and  whose  unremitting  exertions  had 
closed  the  vpar  with  a  lustre  that  enlightened  even  the 
blots  of  its  commencement.  He  carried  with  him  a  con- 
sciousness of  having  discharged  his  duty;  and  although, 
from  necessity,  he  had  been  compelled  to  the  exercise  of 
a  rigid  severity,  which  he  would  gladly  have  avoided, 
yet  now,  when  feeling  was  lulled,  and  danger  past,  he 
beheld  nothing  to  excite  regret,  or  convince  him  he  was 
wrong.  If,  however,  he  could  before  have  doubted,  this 
general  manifestation  of  public  regard  was  sufScient  to 
quiet  his  apprehensions.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States  were  yet  too  virtuous,  merely  because  of  his  bat- 
tle achievem3nts,to  bestow  such  unqualiiied  approbation, 
could  they  have  believed  that,  when  invested  with  pow- 
er, he  had  wantonly  trampled  on  the  rights  of  individuals, 
and  outraged  ihe  sacred  principles  of  the  constitution: 
and  yet  this  approval  of  his  conduct  was  evinced  not  on- 
ly by  the  citizens  of  the  country  where  he  passed,  but 
by  congress,  and  the  legislatures  of  different  states — all 
bore  testimony  to  the  propriety  of  his  measures,  by  the 
commendations  they  bestowed. 

The  annunciation  of  the  triump>hant  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  was,  in  every  section  of  the  coui-t;-},  nailed  with 
acclamation:  illuminations  ar,d  Ictes  followed  it  into  all 
our  cities  and  principal  tov»r.s;  and  in  all  was  it  agreed, 
that  none  other  than  the  decided  coMrse  adopted  by 
Jackson,  could  have  attained  so>auspicious  a  result. — 
The  legislatures  of  many  of  the  states  voted  to  him  their 
approbation  ai  d  thanks  for  what  he  liad  done.  The 
congress  of  the  United  Sta'es  did  the  same,  ai.d  directed 
a  gold  medal  to  be  presented  to  iiim,  commemorative  of 
the   event.      Addresses  from  numerous  societies  and 
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meetings  of  the  people  were  forwarded,  expressive  of 
their  great  regard,  and  proclainung  him  the  dehverer 
and  second  saviour  of  his  country. 

A  tedious  journey  of  eight  hundred  miles  brought  him 
to  Nashville,  where  he  was  gratified  with  a  further  e\i- 
dence  of  a  people's  regard.  An  immense  concourse  was 
collected,  to  greet  his  return,  and  welcome  his  arrival. 
They  had  long  known  him  as  among  the  number  of 
their  best  and  most  respectable  citizens;  but  curiosity 
had  a  new  incentive :  until  now,  they  had  not  beheld 
him  as  one,  who,  to  protect  his  country,  knew  no  difficul- 
ty too  great  to  be  encountered — -who,  by  his  firmness 
and  unconquerable  perseverance,  amidst  surrounding 
dangers,  had  shielded  and  saved  her  from  foreign  and 
intestine  foes.  An  address,  previously  prepared,  and 
delivered  at  the  court-room,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens, 
welcomed  his  return.  Relieved  from  this  further  dis- 
play of  public  confidence,  the  more  grateful,  because 
from  those  who  were  his  acquaintances,  neighbours,  and 
friends,  he  retired  home,  to  repair  a  broken  constitution,, 
and  to  enjoy  that  repose,  to  which,  for  eighteen  months, 
he  had  been  a  stranger. 

In  the  person  of  general  Jackson  is  perceived  nothing 
of  the  robust  or  elegant.  He  is  six  feet  and  an  inch 
high,  remarkably  straight  and  spare,  and  weighs  not 
more  than  a  hundrsd  a;>d  forty -five  pounds.  His  con- 
formation appears  to  disqualify  him  for  hardship:  yet^ 
accustomed  to  it  from  early  life,  few  are  capable  of  en- 
daring  fatigue  to  the  same  extent,  or  with  less  injury. 
His  dark  blue  eyes,  with  brows  arched  and  slightly  pro- 
jecting, possess  a  marked  expression;  but  v*'hen,  from 
any  cause,  excited,  they  sparkle  with  peculiar  lustre  and 
peaetratioii.  In  his  mauPxers  he  is  pls«fsir.g — in  bis  ad- 
32 
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dress  commanding,  while  his  countenance,  marked  with 
firmness  and  decision,  beams  with  a  strength  and  intelli- 
gence that  strikes  at  first  sight.  In  his  deportment,  there 
is  nothing  repulsive.  Easy,  alTable,  and  familiar,  he  is 
open  and  accessible  to  all.  Influenced  by  the  belief  that 
merit  should  constitute  the  only  difference  in  men,  his 
attention  is  equally  bestowed  on  honest  poverty  as  on 
titled  consequence.  No  man,  however  inconsiderable 
his  standing,  ever  approached  him  on  business,  that  he 
did  not  patiently  listen  to  his  story,  and  afford  him  all 
the  information  in  his  power.  His  moral  character  is 
without  reproach,  and  by  those  who  know  him  most  in- 
timately, he  is  most  esteemed.  Benevolence,  in  him,  is 
a  prominent  virtue.  He  was  never  known  to  pass  dis- 
tress without  seeking  to  assist  and  to  relieve  it. 

It  is  imputed  to  him,  that  he  derives  from  his  birth  a 
temper  irritable  and  hasty,  which  has  had  the  effect  to 
create  enemies,  and  involve  him  in  disputes.  In  a  world 
like  this,  exemption  from  every  fault  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed; to  a  higher  destiny  is  perfection  reserved!  For 
purposes  wiser  than  man  can  conjecture,  has  it  been  or- 
dained that  vice  and  virtue  shall  exist  together  in  the 
human  breast,  tending,  like  the  Kappy  blending  of  light 
and  shade  in  a  picture,  to  reflect  each  other  in  brighter 
contrast.  Some  of  those  foibles  and  imperfections,  there- 
fore, which  heaven  usually  mingles  in  the  composition  of 
man,  are  to  be  looked  for,  and  must  be  found  with  every 
one.  In  Jackson,  however,  those  defects  of  character 
exist  to  an  extent  limited  as  wiib  most  men:  and  the  world 
is  in  error  in  presuming  ':im  under  a  too  high  cor Irol  of 
feeling  and  passion.  A  fixed  devotion  to  those  principles 
which  honour  sanciions,  peculiarly  attaches  to  him,  and  . 
rentiers  him  acru^pulously  attentive  to  his  promises  and  ei-.- 
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gagements  of  every  description.  Preserving  system  in  his 
monied  transactions,  his  fiscal  arrangements  are  made  to 
correspond  with  his  resources,  and  hence  his  every  en- 
gagement in  relation  to  such  subjects,  is  met  with  marked 
punctuality,  not  for  the  reason  that  he  is  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary wealth,  hut  rather,  because  he  has  method, 
and,  with  a  view  to  his  resources,  regulates  properly  his 
balance  of  trade. 

No  man  has  been  more  misconceived  in  character. — • 
Many,  on  becoming  acquainted  with  him,  have  been 
heard  to  admit  the  previous  opinions  which  they  had  en- 
tertained, and  how  great  bad  been  their  mistake.  Rough 
in  appearance— positive  and  overbearing  in  his  manner, 
are  what  all  upon  a  first  introduction  expect  to  find ;  and 
yet  none  are  possessed  of  milder  manners,  or  of  more 
conciliating  address.  The  public  situations  in  which  be 
has  been  placed,  and  the  circumstances  w  hich  surrounded 
him,  are  doubtless  the  cause  that  those  opinions  have 
become  so  prevalent ;  but  they  are  opinions  which  an 
acquaintance  with  him  tends  speedily  to  remove.  The 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  under  which  he  labored 
at  New-Orleans,  were  such  as  might  well  have  perplexed 
and  thrown  the  mind  aside  from  every  thing  of  mild- 
ness. Arms  and  ammunition  were  wanted;  the  country 
was  in  an  unprepared  and  defenceless  situation:  whai- 
ever  could  be  done  was  to  be  decided  on  promptly,  and 
executed  speedily.  Mutiny,  through  designing  men, 
was  introduced,  and  disaffection  stalked  about.  Night 
or  day  there  was  no  respite  from  duties  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  responsible  kind ;  and  yet,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  embarrassing  as  they  w^ere,  the  evidence 
of  temper  and  impropriety,  charged  by  his  enemies,  to 
tise  their  own  language,  is,  that  he  tuped  the  legislature 
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out  of  doors,  and  arrested  and  detained  one  of  its  mem 
bers,  with  the  judge  who  interposed  for  his  reUef.* 

If  it  be  true  that  his  principles  and  sentiments  on  some 
subjects,  be  at  variance  with  those  practised  upon,  and 
deemed  correct  by  others,  it  is  the  effect  of  education, 
and  of  early  impressions  upon  his  mind,  by  which  a  par- 
ticular bent  has  been  given  to  it.  Speaking  one  day  of 
his  mother,  he  observed,  "One  of  the  last  injunctions 
given  me  by  her,  was,  never  to  institute  a  suit  for  assault 
and  battery,  or  for  defamation;  never  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  others,  nor  suffer  my  own  to  be  outraged:  these 
were  her  words  of  admonition  to  me;  I  remember  them 
well,  and  have  never  failed  to  respect  them:  my  settled 
course  through  life  has  been,  to  bear  them  in  mind,  and 
never  to  insult  or  wantonly  to  assail  the  feelings  of  any 
one ;  and  yet  many  conceive  me  to  be  a  most  ferocious 
animal,  insensible  to  moral  duty,  and  regardless  of  the 
laws  both  of  God  and  man." 

Controlled  by  a  rule  so  golden,  as  always  to  respect 
the  feelings  of  others,  mankind  would  doubtless  seldom 
err;  and  seldom  would  disputes  and  differences  in  soci- 
ety arise.  It  is  a  misfortune,  however,  incident  to  the 
very  nature  of  man,  occasionally  to  be  under  the  influ- 
ence of  excitement ;  and  then  error  of  conclusion  may  be 
the  consequence.  Wise  is  the  man,  peculiarly  blest,  and 
greatly  to  be  envied,  who,  in  every  situation,  before  he 
acts,  can  deliberately  think,  and  correctly  decide.  It 
was  this  received  impression,  respecting  general  Jack- 
son, which,  on  his  entering  the  army,  induced  many  to 
fear  he  would  prove  too  rash  for  a  safe  commander;  that 
occasions  might  arise,  when  he  would  suffer  his  judgment 

*3eethe  circumstances  of  this  transaction,  and  refutation  of  the 
charges  in  a  preceding  page  of  this  work. 
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to  be  estranged,  through  an  innproper  exercise  of  feeling. 
Events  early  proved  the  ialiacy  of  the^  conjecture,  and 
showed  that  there  were  none  who  reasoned  more  dispas- 
sionately on  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  measures — none 
more  cautious  where  caution  was  necessary;  or  more 
adventurous,  when  daring  etlorts  were  required.  Few 
generals  had  ever  to  seek  for  order  amidst  a  higher  stale 
of  confusion,  or  obtained  success  through  more  pressing 
difficulties.  Tlie  effects  he  produced,  under  circumstaL- 
ces  gloomy  and  inauspicious — now  through  his  eloquence 
and  persuasion,  and  again  by  his  firmness — portrays  a 
character  for  decision,  and  a  mind  intimate  and  familiar 
with  human  nature.  That  the  hireling  soldier — the 
mere  echo  of  his  superiors,  prodigal  of  life  because  his 
sovereign  orders  it,  should  entertain  respect  for  his  com- 
mander, is  too  commonly  the  case  to  excite  surprise.  Of 
such  materials  general  Jackson's  army  was  not  compo- 
sed: they  were  freemen — citizens.  Yet,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  abandoned  him  in  his  lirst  advaiict; 
against  the  Indians,  there  was  scarcely  one"  that  served 
with  him,  officer  or  soldier,  that  was  not  particularly  and 
warmly  attached  to  him;  ready  to  serve  him  under  anv 
circumstances.  The  best  evidence  of  private  worth,  and 
private  character,  is  to  be  derived  from  those  who  kno^v 
us  most  intimately— from  our  acquaintancd^and  neigh- 
bours, who  see  and  know  us,  stripped  of  tbat  conceal- 
ment which  hangs  on  character  when  surveyed  at  a  dis- 
tance. Tested  by  this  rule,  general  Jackson  stands  v?el.', 
for  by  those  who  know  him  most  intimately  he  is  most 
esteemed. 

Light  and  trilling  pleasantries  often  mark  character  as 
di.iinctly  as  things  of  consequence.     General  Jackson 
one  day  during  the  siege  cf  New-Orleans,  -^Vas  approach- 
32* 
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ed  by  an  officer  of  the  militia,  who  stated  his  desire  to 
leave  the  service,  and  return  home ;  for  that  he  was  made 
game  of,  and  called  by  the  compariy  Pewter  Foot.  He 
manifested  great  concern,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  be 
relieved  from  his  unpleasant  situation.  The  general, 
with  much  apparent  sympathy  for  him,  replied,  that  he 
had  ascertained  there  was  a  practice  in  the  camp  of  giv- 
ing nick-names;  and  had  understood,  too,  that  very  many 
had  dared  to  call  him  Old  Hickory :  now,  said  he,  if  you 
prefer  mine,  I  am  willing  to  exchange ;  if  not,  remain 
contented,  and  perform  your  duty  faithfully,  and  soon  as 
we  can  get  clear  of  those  troublesome  British,  our  wrongs 
shall  be  inquired  into  by  a  court-martial,  and  the  authors 
punished ;  for  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  have  an 
«nd  of  those  insults.  The  effect  was  happy,  and  induced 
the  complaining  ofacer  to  retire,  perfectly  satisfied  to 
learn  that  his  grievance  would  be  united  with  the  gene- 
ral's, and  both  ere  long  be  effectually  redressed. 

General  Jackson  possesses  ambition,  but  it  rests  on  vir- 
tue ;  an  ambition,  which,  regulated  by  a  high  sense  of 
honourable  feeling,  leads  him  to  desire  "  that  applause 
which  follows  good  actions — not  that  which  is  run  after." 
No  man  is  more  ready  to  hear  and  to  respect  the  opinions 
of  others;  and  none,  where  much  is  at  stake,  and  at  con- 
iiict  with  his  own,  less  disposed  to  be  under  their  influ- 
ence. He  has  never  been  known  to  call  a  council  of 
war,  whose  decisions,  when  made,  were  to  shield  him 
irom  responsibiUty  or  censure.  His  council  of  war,  if 
doubting  himself,  was  a  few  officers,  in  whom  he  fully 
coniided,  whose  advice  was  regarded,  if  their  reasons 
were  conclusive;  but  these  not  being  satisfactory,  he  at 
once  adopted  and  pursued  the  course  suggested  by  hi« 
own  mind. 
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Much  as  we  may  delight  to  range  through  the  field  of 
battle,  in  quest  of  acts,  to  fix  a  hero's  character,  yet  in- 
considerable circumstances  oftentimes  mark  it  more  dis- 
tinctly:  it  is  tlien  that  the  mind,  retiinng  from  every  thing 
like  motive,  gives  a  loose  to  impulse,  and  acts  from  feel- 
ing alone.  The  general,  who  meets  and  repels  his  coun- 
try's foes,  is  not  unfrequently  impelled  by  ambition,  and 
the  recollection,  that  a  nation's  gratitude  will  succeed 
his  efforts:  but  when,  amidst  the  general  carnage,  he  is 
seen  acting  as  a  christian,  and  sympathizing  in  others' 
Avoes,  his  character  is  marked  by  virtue,  and  more  truly 
ennobled.  At  the  battle  of  Tohopeka,  an  infant  was 
ibund,  pressed  to  the  bosom  of  its  lifeless  mother.  This 
circumstance  being  made  known  to  general  Jackson,  he 
became  interested  for  the  child,  directed  it  to  be  brought 
to  him,  and  sought  to  prevail  on  some  of  the  Indian  wo- 
men to  take  care  of  and  rear  it.  They  signified  their 
unwillingness  to  do  so,  stating  that,  inasmuch  as  all  its 
relations  had  fallen  in  battle,  they  thought  it  best,  and 
would  prefer,  it  should  be  killed.  The  general,  after 
this  disclosure,  determined  he  would  not  entrust  it  with 
them,  but  became  himself  the  protector  and  guardian  of 
the  child.  Bestowing  on  the  infant  the  name  of  Lincoir,  he 
adopted  it  into  his  family,  and  has  ever  since  manifested 
the  liveliest  zeal  towards  it,  prompted  by  benevolence, 
and  because,  perhaps,  its  fate  bore  a  strong  resemblance 
to  his  own,  who,  in  early  life,  and  from  the  ravages  of 
war,  was  left  in  the  world,  forlorn  and  wretched,  without 
friends  to  assist,  or  near  relations  to  direct  him  on  his 
course. 

Of  the  two  great  parties,  which  have  distracted  our 
country, generalJackson  is  attached  to  the  republican. 
In  his  first  political  career,  he  ralUed  on  the  side  of  the 
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people.  During  Mr.  Adams'  administration,  when  il.e 
party  was  few  and  incoasiderable,  iie  appeared  on  the 
side  of  the  rights  of  man,  espousing  and  advocating  the 
principles  of  tolerance  and  free  will;  until  disgusted 
with  the  mode  of  administering  the  government,  he  re- 
tired from  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation.  He 
is  not,  however,  one  of  those  blind  infatuated  parti- 
zans,  who  holds  the  opinions  of  others  in  derision,  and 
determines  on  the  good  or  bad  qualities  of  a  man,accor- 
iding  as  he  belongs  to  this  or  the  other  politiciil  sect;  but, 
influenced  by  higher  and  nobler  sentiments,  acts  on  the 
liberal  principle,  that 

"Honour  anrl  shame  from  no  condition  rise, 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honour  lies — 
Worth  makes  the  man,  and  want  of  it  the  fellovvT." 

Could  such  sentiments  be  generally  diffused,  of  v,  Iiat 
importance  would  they  not  prove  to  our  countr}!  We 
are  aware  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  many  wise  poli- 
ticians,, that  parties,  by  acting  as  spies  on,  and  correc- 
tors of,  each  other'^  conduct,  more  efiectuaily  ensure  a 
nation's  safety.  Such  an  idea  may  answer  in  a  country 
where  individuals'  rights  are  merged  in  the  exaltation 
of  a  few,  and  where  the  contest  is  for  the  loaves-  and 
fishes,  and  nbt  in  relation  to  honest  diiference  in  opinion  : 
but  in  ours,  whose  government  is  derived  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  Vvhere  law  is  the  paramount  rule,  so  long  as  we 
ghall  continue  virtuous  and  intelligent,  and  duly  appre- 
ciate our  rights,  no  such  auxiliary  can  be  essential,  cither 
for  happiness  or  tranquilHty.  Already  have  we  wit- 
nessed inauraerable  evils  to  spring  from  the  acerbity  and 
intemperance  of  party:  but  lor  the  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions of  a  designing  power,  which  through  our  dissen- 
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sions  and  domestic  broils,  believed  she  would  be  able 
seriouslj  lo  affect  us,  we  might  have  remained  at  peace, 
and  preserved  the  lives  of  many  a  valuable  citizen. — 
That  there  should  be  a  contrariety  of  opinion  among  us» 
is  certainly  nothing  remarkable:  it  is  only  in  govern- 
ments absolutely  despotic,  that  oppressed  and  trembling 
subjects  imbibe  the  sentiments  of  the  sovereign  and  his 
ministers,  and  appear  to  think  with  them,  for  the  reason 
that  they  dare  not  assert  their  own  opinions.  Our  con- 
stitution, on  this  subject,  bars  every  check,  and  leaves  our 
conduct,  words  and  actions  free;  yet,  were  our  prudence 
consulted  and  regarded,  it  would  long  since  have  told  us, 
that  party  rancour  was  carried  much  too  far,  both  for 
our  own  and  the  honour  of  our  country.  We  are  far, 
however,  from  assenting  to  what  is  often  urged,  that  it 
is  a  circumstance  whence  foreign  powers  will  be  ever 
able  to  derive  an  advantage,  by  which  materially  to  en- 
danger our  rights.  Although  we  may,  and  do  differ,  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  administering  the  government,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  happens  to  all  countries  in  proportion 
as  liberty  is  enjoyed ;  and  although,  as  has  been  the 
case,  party  spirit  may  be  carried  beyond  the  bounds 
where  reason  or  prudence  should  give  sanction,  yet 
against  the  invaders  of  our  rights,  our  union  will  prove 
strong,  and  all  parties  be  the  same.  Should  tlie  period  ever 
arrive,  when  our  nation  shall  be  vitally  assailed,  it  wall 
be  perceived  that  all  advantages  calculated  to  arise  from 
our  jarrings  are  delusive;  that  then  there  will  be  but 
one  party,  all  rallied  in  defence  of  a  country  believed 
by  them  to  be  the  freest  and  happiest  in  the  world,  re- 
solved to  swim  or  sink  together.  It  is  'very  true,  that 
the  history  of  the  late  war  presents  some  melancholy 
facts,  at  variance  with  this  opinion;  but  such  has  been 
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the  odium  and  just  indignation  of  the  country  toward* 
its  actors,  that  any  future  recurrence  of  such  acts  should 
not  be  anticipated.  Involved  in  war,  every  citizen  of  the 
country  is  bound  in  some  form  or  other,  to  yield  assistance, 
and  steadily  to  maintain  it ;  and  tiiat  man,or  combination  of 
men,  who,  in  such  a  time  of  peril,  shall  stand  opposed 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  in  any  other  manner  than 
the  constitution  authorizes,  should  be  considered,  if  not 
the  enemy,  at  least,  not  the  friend  of  the  country. 

The  proclamations  disseminated  by  Great  Britain,  du- 
ring the  wax.  to  th*^  people  of  the  United  States,  were 
an  insult  to  our  understandings,  and  a  reflection  on  her 
own.  The  divisions  she  saw  prevailing  among  us,  were, 
no  doubt  the  inducement.  If  ever  there  was  a  time, 
when  she  could  have  even  partially  effected  the  disor- 
ganization she  so  industriously  endeavoured  to  foment, 
and  reached  us  through  our  differences,  it  was  before 
she  had,  by  an  unusual,  unpractised  system  of  warfare, 
destroyed  all  confidence,  and  excited  onr  just  indigna- 
tion against  her;  and  before  she  had  so  effectually  aided 
to  subvert  the  liberty  of  France,  and  plunge  her  in  a 
state  of  absolute  vassalage,  when,  throughout,  the  pro- 
fessed and  openly  avowed  object  was  to  rescue  from 
oppression,  and  make  her  "  free  indeed."  When  such 
an  example,  with  all  its  wretched  and  fatal  consequen- 
ces, is  held  up  to  view,  well  should  a  warning  voice 
teach  nations  to  spurn  every  external  interference,  how- 
ever plausibly  it  may  be  offered. 

The  principles  of  our  government  are  at  opposition 
with  war — those  of  her  citizens  no  less  so.  If,  amidst 
the  general  confusion  of  the  world,  we  have  been  forced 
into  a  struggle,  let  it  be  remembered,  it  was  for  the  pre- 
lervation  of  our  rights,  and  to  resist  aggressions  which 
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had  become  too  numerous  and  grievous  to  be  longer 
borne.  With  nations,  as  with  individuals,  a  submission 
to  insult  serves  but  to  authorize  a  repetition;  and  for- 
bearance under  injuries  is  frequently  construed  into  an 
inability  to  redress  them.  We  boast  not  of  any  thing 
acquired  by  our  contest.  Conquest  and  power  were  not 
the  inducements  to  its  commencement:  what  was  sought 
has  been  attained.  We  have  evinced  a  determination 
not  to  submit  to 'repeated  wrongs,  and  secured  from 
other  nations  that  respect  which  our  peaceful  habits  had 
forfeited.  We  have  brought  more  closely  into  view  our 
own  strength,  and  our  own  resources;  and  shown  our 
enemies,  that,  however  we  may  be  solicitous  for  peace, 
and  opposed  to  war,  there  is  a  point  where  even  patience 
ceases  to  be  a  virtue,  and  wheVe  it  may  become  ex- 
hausted. But,  above  all,  our  contest  has  had  the  effect 
of  drawing  closer  the  cords  of  our  union,  quieting  party 
opposition,  and  allaying  discontents.  In  future,  there- 
fore, when  vv^e  shall  be  told  we  have  gained  nothing  by 
the  war,  laying  aside  all  minor  considerations,  we  will 
point  to  our  union,  which  it  has  more  strongly  and  indis- 
solubiy  cemented,  as  a  matter  of  greater  importance 
than  any  thing  that  has  happened,  since  the  all-gloriou6 
hour  when  our  Independence  was  declared. 

"  Patriots  have  toiled,  and  in  their  country's  cause 
Bled  nobly  ;  and  their  deeds,  as  they  deserve, 
Receive  proud  recompense.     We  give  in  char£;e, 
Their  names,  to  the  sweet  lyre.     The  historic  muse, 
Proud  of  her  treasure,  marches  V7ith  it  down 
To  latest  times;  and  Sculpture  in  her  turn 
Gives  bond,  in  stone,  and  ever  during  brass, 
To  guard  them,  and  immortalize  her  trust."  >. 

THE  END. 


NOTES. 


(A) 

Proclamation  of  colonel  KichoUs  to  the  southern  and  wesUm^ 
inhabitants. 

Natives  of  Louisiana!  on  you  the  first  call  is  made,  to  as- 
sist in  liberating  from  a  faithless,  imbecile  government, 
your  paternal  soil:  Spandiards,  Frenchmen,  Italians  and 
British,  whether  settled,  or  residing  for  a  time  in  Louisiana, 
on  you,  also.  I  call,  to  aid  me  in  this  just  cause:  the  Ameri- 
can usurpation  in  this  co«ntry  must  be  abolished,  "and  the 
lawful  owners  of  the  soil  put  in  possession.  1  am  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  Indians,  well  armed,  disciplined, 
and  commanded  by  British  officers — a  good  train  of  artille- 
ry, with  every  requisite,  seconded  by  the  powerful  aid  of 
a  numerous  British  and  Spanish  squadron  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  war.  Be  not  alarmed,  inhabitants  of  the  country,  at 
our  approach:  the  same  good  faith  and  disinterestedness, 
which  has  distinguished  the  conduct  of  Britons  in  Europe, 
accompanies  them  here;  you  will  have  no  fear  of  litigious 
taxes  imposed  on  you  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an  un- 
natural and  unjust  war:  your  property,  your  laws,  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  your  country,  will  be  guaranteed  to  you 
by  men  who  will  suffer  no  infringement  of  theirs;  rest  as- 
sured that  thess  brave  red  men  only  burn  with  an  ardent 
desire  of  (satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered  from 
the  A-iiericans;  to  joinyouin  liberating  these  southern  pro- 
vinces from  their  yoke,  and  drive  them  into  those  lirai'.s 
formerly  prescribed  by  my  sovereign.  The  Indians  have 
pledged  themselves,  in  the  solemn  manner,  not  to  injuie,  in 
33 
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the  slightest  degree,  the  persons  or  properties  of  any  but 
enemies.  A  flag  over  any  door,  whether  Spanish,  French 
or  British,  will  be  a  certain  protection;  nor  dare  any  Indian 
put  his  foot  on  the  threshold  thereof,  u  nder  penalty  of  death 
from  his  own  countrymen ;  not  even  an  enemy  will  an  Indian 
put  to  death,  except  resisting  in  arms;  and  as  for  injuring 
helpless  women  and  children,  the  red  men,  by  their  good 
conduct,  and  treatment  to  them,  will  (if  it  be  possible.)  make 
the  Americans  blush  for  their  more  inhuman  conduct,  late- 
ly on  the  Escambia,  and  within  a  neutral  territory. 

Inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  you  have  too  long  borne  with 
grievous  impositions — the  whole  brunt  of  war  has  failen  on 
your  brave  sons;  be  imposed  on  no  longer,  but  either  range 
yourselves  under  the  standard  of  your  forefathers,  or  ob- 
erve  a  strict  neutrality.  If  you  comply  with  either  of  these 
offerSjWhatever  provisions  you  send  down,  will  be  paid  for  in 
dollars,  and  the  safety  of  the  persons  bringing  it,  as  well 
as  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  guaranteed  to  you. 
Men  of  Kentucky,  let  me  call  to  your  view,  (and  I  trust 
to  your  abhorrence)  the  conduct  of  those  factions  which 
hurried  you  into  this  civil,  unjust,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a 
time  when  Great  Britain  was  straining  every  nerve,  in  de- 
fence of  her  own,  and  the  liberties  of  the  world — when  the 
bravest  of  her  sons  were  fighting  and  bleeding  in  so  sacred 
a  cause- — when  she  was  spending  millions  of  her  treasure  in 
endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  of  the  most  formidable  and 

dangerous  tyrants  that  ever  disgraced  the  form  of  man 

when  groaning  Europe  was  almost  in  her  last  gasp when 

Britons  alone  showed  an  undaunted  front — basely  did  those 
assassins  endeavor  to  stab  her  from  the  rear;  she  h^s  turn- 
ed on  them,  renovated  from  the  bloody,  but  successful 
struggle— Europe  is  happy  and  free,  and  she  now  hastens 
justly,  to  avenge  the  unprovoked  insult.  Show  them  that 
you  are  not  collectively  unjust;  leave  that  cuntavptiUe  fexa 
to  i^ift  for  themselves:  let  those  slaves  of  the  tyrant  seud 
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feh  embassy  to  Elba,  and  implore  his  aid;  but  let  every  hon- 
est, upright  American  spurn  them  with  united  contempt. — 
After  the  experience  of  twenty-one  years,  can  you  looger 
support  those  brawlers  for  liberty,  who  call  it  freedom, 
when  themselves  are  free  ?  Be  no  longer  their  dupes— ac- 
cept of  my  oflers — every  thing  I  have  promised  in  this  pa- 
per, I  guarantee  to  you,  on  the  sacred  honour  of  a  British 
officer. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  my  head-quarters, 
Pensacola,  this  29th  day  of  August,  1814. 

EDWARD  NICHOLLS. 


(B) 

tjetter  to  commodore  Daniel  T.  Tatter  son. 

Pensacola,  4th  December,  1814. 

iSiB, — I  feel  it  a  duty  to  apprize  you  of  a  very  large  force 
©f  the  enemy  oflf  this  port,  and  it  is  generally  understood 
New  Orleans  is  the  object  of  attack.  It  amounts,  at  present, 
to  about  eighty  vessels,  and  more  than  double  that  number 
are  momentarily  looked  for,  to  form  a  junction;  when  an  im- 
mediate commencement  of  their  operations  will  take  place. 
1  am  not  able  to  learn,  how,  when,  or  where  the  attack  will 
be  made;  but  I  understand  that  they  have  vessels  of  all  de- 
scriptions, and  a  large  body  of  troops.  Admiral  Cochrane 
commands;  and  his  ship,  the  Tonnant,  lies,  at  this  moment, 
just  outside  the  bar.  They  certainly  appear  to  have  swept 
the  West  Indies  of  troops,  and  probably  no  means  will  be  left 
untried  to  obtain  their  object.  The  admiral  arrived  only 
yesterday  noon. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 
N"  *  *  *. 
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(C) 

Letter  from  Charles  K.  BlancKdrd  to  general  Jackson. 
New  Orleans,  March  20,  1814. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour,  agreeably  to  your  request,  to 
state  to  your  excellency,  in  writing,  the  substance  of  a  con- 
versation that  occurred  between  quarter-master  Peddie,  of 
the  British  army,  and  myself,  on  the  11th  instant,  on  board  . 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Herald.  Qiiarter-master  Ped- 
die observed,  that  the  cominariding  oflScers  of  the  British 
forces  were  daily  in  the  receipt  of  every  information  from 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  which  they  might  require,  in  aid 
of  their  operations,  for  the  completion  of  the  objects  of  the 
expedition; — that  they  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  every  part  of  our  forces,  the  manner  in  which  the 
same  was  situated,  the  number  of  our  fortifications,  their 
strength,  position,  &c.  As  to  the  battery  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  he  described  its  situation,  its  distance  from 
the  main  post,  ^nd  promptly  offered  me  a  plaii  of  the  works. 
He  furthermore  stated,  that  tbe  above  information  was  re- 
ceivied  from  seven  or  eight  persons,  in  the  city  of  New-Or- 
lieans,  from  v^tom  he  could,  at  any  hour,  procure  every 
idformatioti  tiecessary  to  promote  his  majesty's  interest. 


(») 


Jidiiress  of  major-general  Jacksoh,  on  the  Qth  of  January,  tit 
the  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

While,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven,  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
victories  was  obtained  by  the  troops  under  my  immediate 
command,  no  words  can  express  the  mortification  I  felt,  at 
witnessing  the  scene  exhibited  on  the  opposite  bank.  I 
will  spare  your  feelings  and  my  own,  nor  enter  iato  detail  oa 
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the  subject.  To  all  who  reflect,  it  must  be  a  source  of  eter- 
nal regret,  that  a  few  moment's  exertion  of  that  courage 
you  certainly  possess,  was  alone  wanting  to  have  rendered 
your  success  more  complete  than  that  of  your  fellow-citizens 
in  this  camp.  To  what  cause  was  the  abandonment  of  your 
lines  owing?  To  fear?  No!  You  are  the  countrymen,  the 
friends,  the  brothers  of  those  who  have  secured  to  them- 
selves, by  their  courage,  the  gratitude  of  their  country; 
who  have  been  prodigal  of  their  blood  in  its  defence,  and 
who  are  strangers  to  any  other  fear  than  disgrace — to  dis- 
affection to  our  glorious  cause.  No,  my  countrymen,  your 
general  does  justice  to  the  pure  sentiments  by  which  you 
are  inspired.  How  then  could  brave  men,  firm  in  the  cause 
in  which  they  were  enrolled,  neglect  their  first  duty,  and 
abandon  the  post  committed  to  their  care?  The  want  of 
discipline,  the  want  of  order,  a  total  disregard  to  obedience, 
and  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  not  less  destructive  than 
cowardice  itself,  are  the  causes  which  led  to  this  disaster, 
and  they  must  be  eradicated,  or  I  must  cease  to  command. 
I  desire  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  every  breach  of 
orders,  all  want  of  discipline,  every  inattention  of  duty,  will 
be  seriously  and  promptly  punished;  that  the  attentive  offi- 
cers, and  good  soldiers,  may  not  be  mentioned  in  the  dis- 
c-race and  danger  which  the  negligence  of  a  few  may  pro- 
duce. Soldiers!  you  want  only  the  will  in  order  to  emulate 
the  glory  of  your  fellow-citizens  on  this  bank  of  the  river — 
you  have  the  same  motives  for  action;  the  same  interest,  the 
same  country  to  protect ;  and  j^ou  have  an  additional  interest, 
from  past  events,  to  wipe  off  reproach,  and  show  that  you 
will  not  be  inferior,  in  the  day  of  trial,  to  any  of  your  coun- 
trymen. 

But  remember!  without  obedience,  without  order,  with- 
out discipline,  all  your  efforts  are  vain.     The  brave  man,  in- 
attentive to  his  duty,  is  worth  little  more  to  his  country 
33* 
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thaa  the  coward  who  deserts  her  in  the  hour  of  danger.— 
Private  opinions,  as  to  the  competency  of  officers,  must  not 
be  indulged,  and  still  less  expressed;  it  is  impossible  that 
the  measures  of  those  who  command  should  satisfy  all  who 
are  bound  to  obey ;  and  one  of  the  most  dangerous  faults  in 
a  soldier,  is  a  disposition  to  criticise  and  blame  the  orders 
and  characters  of  his  superiors.     Soldiers'.  1  know  that  ma- 
ny of  you  have  done  your  duty;  and  I  trust,  in  future,  I 
shall  have  no  reason  to  make  any  exception.     Officers!  I 
have  the  fullest  confidence  that  you  will  enforce  obedience 
to  your  commands;  but,  above  all,  that  by  subordination  in 
■your  different  grades,  you  will  set  an  example  to  your  men; 
and  that,  hereafter,  the  army  of  the  right  will  yield  to  none 
in  the  essential  qualities  which  characterize  good  soldiers; 
that  they  will  earn  their  share  of  those  honours  and  rewards 
which  their  country  will  prepare  for  its  deliverers. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-general  cominandi7ig. 


(E) 

Address  delivered  to  major-general  Andrew  Jackson,  by  the 
reverend  W.  Duhourg,  administrator  apostolic  of  the  diocese 
oj"  Louisiana. 

General, — While  the  state  of  Louisiana,  in  the  joyful 
transports  of  her  gratitude,  hails  you  as  her  deliverer,  and 
the  asserter  of  her  menaced  liberties — while  grateful  Amer- 
ica, so  lately  wrapped  up  in  anxious  sr,spense,  on  the  fate 
of  this  important  city,  is  re-echoing  from  shore  to  shore 
your  splendid  achievements,  and  preparing  to  inscribe  3'our 
name  on  her  immortal  rolls,  among  those  of  her  Washing- 
tons — while  history,  poetry,  and  the  monumental  arts,  will 
Tie  in  consigning  to  the  admiration  of  the  latest  posterity ,  a 
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triumph  perhaps  unparalleled  in  their  records— while  thus 
raised,  by  universal  acclamation,  to  the  very  pinnacle  of 
fame,  how  easy  had  it  been  for  you,  general,  to  forget  the 
PrimeMover  of  your  wonderful  successes,  and  to  assume  to 
yourself  a  praise,  which  must  essentially  return  to  that  ex- 
alted source  whence  every  merit  is  derived.  But,  better 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  true  glory,  and  justly  placing 
the  summit  of  yont  ambition,  in  approving  yourself  the 
•worthy  instrument  of  Heaven's  merciful  designs,  the  first 
impulse  of  your  religious  heart  was  to  acknowledge  the  sig- 
nal interposition  of  Providence — your  first  step,  a  solemn  dis- 
play of  your  humble  sense  of  His  favours. 

Still  agitated  at  the  remembrance  of  those  dreadful  agonies 
from  which  we  have  been  so  miraculously  rescued,  it  is  our 
pride  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Almighty  has  truly  had  the 
principal  hand  in  our  deliverance,  and  to  follow  you,  gener- 
al, in  attributing  to  his  infinite  goodness,  the  homage  of  our 
unfeigned  gratitude.  Let  the  infatuated  votary  of  a  blind 
chance  deride  our  credulous  simplicity;  let  the  cold-heart- 
ed Atheist  look  for  the  explanation  of  important  events  to" 
the  mere  concatenation  of  human  causes;  to  us,  the  whole" 
universe  is  loud  in  proclaiming  a  Supreme  Ruler,  "who,  as  he 
holds  the  hearts  of  men  in  his  hands,  holds  also  the  thread 
of  all  contingent  occurrences.  "  Whatever  be  His  interme- 
diate agents,"  says  an  illustrious  prelate,  "still  on  the  se- 
cret orders  of  His  all-ruling  providence,  depend  the  rise  and 
prosperity,  as  well  as  the  decline  and  downfall  of  empires. 
From  His  lofty  throne,  he  moves  every  scene  below,  now 
curbing,  now  letting  loose,  the  passions  of  men;  now  infu- 
sing His  own  wisdom  into  the  leaders  of  nations;  no-w  con- 
founding their  boasted  prudence,  and  spreading  upon  their 
councils  a  spirit  of  intoxication;  and  thus  executing  His  un- 
controllable judgments  on  the  sons  of  men,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  His  own  unerring  justice," 
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To  Him,  therefore,  our  most  fervent  thanks  are  due,  fo:* 
our  late  unexpected  rescue.     It  is  Him  we  intend  to  praise, 
when  considering  you,  general,  as  the  man  of  his  right  hanch 
whom  he  has  taken  pains  to  lit  out  for  the  important  com- 
mission of  our  defence.     We  extol  that  fecundity  of  genius, 
by  which,   under  the  most  discouraging  distress,  you  crea- 
ted unforeseen  resources,raised,  as  it  were,  from  the  ground, 
hosts  of  intrepid  warriors,  and  provided  every  vulnerable 
point  with   ample   means  of  defence.     To  Him  we  trace 
that  instinctive  superiority  of  your  mind,  which   at  once 
rallied  around  you  universal  confidence;  impressed  one  ir- 
resistible movement  to  all  the  jarring  elements  of   which 
this  political  machine  is  composed;  aroused  their  slumber- 
ing spirits,  and  diffused  through  every  rank,  the  noble  ar- 
dour which  glowed  in  your  own  bosom.     To  Him,  in  fine, 
we  address  our  acknowledgments  for  that  consummate  pru- 
dence which  defeated  all  the  combinations  of  a  sagacious 
enemy,  entangled   him   in  the  very  snares  which  he  had 
spread  for  us,  and  succeeded  in  eifecting  his  utter  destruc- 
tion, without  exposing  the  lives  of  our  citizens.     Immortal 
thanks  be  to  His  Supreme  Majesly,  for  sending  us  such  an 
instrument  of  Ilis  bountiful  designs!  A  gift  of  that  value  is 
the  best  token  of  the  continuance  of  His  protection — the 
most  solid   encouragement  to  sue  for  new  favours.     The 
first  which  it  emboldens  us  humbly  to  supplicate,  as  near- 
est our  throbbing  hearts,  is,  that  you  may  long  enjc)  the 
honour  of  your  grateful  country;  of  which  ycu  will  permit 
us  to  present  yon  a  pledge,  in  this   wreath  of  laurel,  the 
prize  of  victory,  the  symbol  of  immortality.     The  next  is 
a  speedy  and  honourable  termination  of  the  bloody  contest 
in  which  we  are  engaged.     No  one  has  so  efhcaciously  la- 
boured as  you,  general,  for  the  acceleration  of  that  blissful 
period;  may  we  soon  reap  that  sweetest  fruit  of  your  splen- 
did and  uninterrupted  victories. 
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General  Jackson's  Reply. 

Reverend  Sir, — I  receive,  with  gratitude  and  pleasure, 
the  symbolical  crown  which  piety  has  preparer!.  I  receive 
it  in  the  name  of  the  brave  men  »vho  have  so  effectually 
seconded  my  exertions; — they  well  deserve  the  laurels 
Which  their  country  will  bestow. 

For  myself,  to  have  been  instrumental  in  the  deliverance 
of  such  a  country,  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  heaven  could 
confer.  That  it  has  been  effected  with  so  little  loss — that 
so  few  tears  should  cloud  the  smiles  of  our  triumph,  and 
not  a  cypress  leaf  be  interwoven  in  the  wreath  which  you 
present,  is  a  source  of  the  most  exquisite  pleasure. 

I  thank  you,  reverend  sir,  most  sincerely,  for  the  prayers 
which  you  offer  up  for  my  happiness.  May  those  your  pat- 
riotism dictales,  for  our  beloved  country,  be  first  heard; 
and  may  mine,  for  your  individual  prosperity,  as  .well  at 
that  of  the  congregation  committed  to  your  care,  be  favour- 
ably received — the  prosperity,  wealth,  and  happiness  of 
this  city,  will  then  be  commensurate  with  the  courage  and 
6ther  qualities  of  its  inhabitants. 


(F) 

Answer  stchmitted  by  major-general  Jackson,  on  a  rule  to  sho^in 
cause  why  an  attachment  for  contempt  should  not  issue 
against  him. 

This  respondent  has  received  a  paper,  purporting  to  be 
the  copy  of  a  rule  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  Louisiana,  in  a  suit  entitled  "Th<e  United  States  vs.  A. 
Jackson;  commanding  him  to  show  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  issue  against  him,  for  divers  alledged  con- 
tempts of  the  said  court."  Before  he  makes  any  answer 
whatever  to  the  said  charges,  he  deems  it  necessary  to  pro- 
test, and  he  does  hereby  protest  against,  and  reserve  to 
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himself  all  manner  of  benefit  of  exception  to,  the  illegal^ 
unconstitutional,  and  informal  nature  of  the  proceedings 
instituted  against  him;  it  appearing,  by  the  said  proceed- 
ing— 

I.  That  witnesses  have  been  summoned  by  process  of 
isubpcena,  in  a  suit  or  prosecution  of  the  United  States  against 
him,  when  in  fact,  in  truth  there  was  not  then  any  such  suit 
or  prosecution  legally  pending  in  said  court. 

II.  That  the  said  rule  was  obtained  at  the  instance  of  the 
attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Louisiana, 
who  had  no  right  oflScially  to  ask  for  or  obtain  it;  the  du- 
ties of  the  attorney  being,  by  law,  restricted  to  the  prose- 
cution of  "  all  delinquents  for  crimes  and  offences,  cognizable 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  all  civil  ac- 
tions in  which  they  shall  be  concerned."  As  this  proceed- 
ing is  not  pretended  to  be  a  civil  action,  to  bring  it  within  the 
purview  of  the  duties  of  the  attorney,  it  must  be  a  prose- 
cution for  a  crime  or  offence,  cognizable  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  But  the  facts  staled  in  the  rule  do 
not  constitute  any  "crime  or  offence,  cognizable  under  this 
authority."  The  courts  ot  the  United  States  have  do  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction  of  crimes  or  offences;  if,  therefore, 
the  facts  stated  in  the  rule  are  not  made  such  by  statute, 
they  are  not  cognizable  by  the  courts :  but  the  statutes  have 
been  searched,  and  no  such  provision  can  be  found;  there- 
fore, the  facts  charged  are  not  offences  which  are  either 
cognizable  by  this  court,  or  liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  the 
attorney  for  the  United  States. 

III.  That  if  this  be  a  prosecution  for  a  crime  or  offence 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding is  both  unconstitutional  and  illegal :  the  7th  and 
8th  amendment  to  the  constitution  contain  many  provisions 
directly  contrary  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  attachment,, 
for  contempt;  particularly  the  7th  amendment,  that  no  per- 
lon  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without 
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clue  processor  law;  and  of  the  8th,  that,  in  all  criminal  pros- 
ecutions, the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jury;  and  in  the  32d  section  of  the  law  for 
punishing  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  is  contain- 
ed a  conclusive  implication,  if  not  an  express  provision,  that 
no  offence  can  be  prosecuted,  except  by  information  or  z«- 
diciment;  neither  of  which  have  been  filed  in  this  instance. 
The  respondent,  therefore,  concludes  those  heads  of  excep- 
tions, by  the  dilemma,  that,  if  the  proceeding  be  a  prosecu- 
tion for  a  crime  or  offence,  cognizable  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  both  unconstitutional  and  illegal  in 
its  present  form;  and  if  it  be  not  such  a  prosecution,  then 
has  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  no  right  to  institute 
it;  his  ministry  by  law  extending  only  to  them. 

IV.  Thnt  this  court  has  no  right  to  issue  an  at-tachment 
for  any  contempt  whatever;  or  to  punish  the  same,  in  any 
other  cases  than  those  prescribed  by  the  17th  section  of  the 
judici;'ry  act,  which  confines  such  authority  to  the  punish- 
ment, by  fine  and  itnpnsonment,  for  contempt  in  any  cause 
or  hearing  hef>re  the  same — whereas,  by  the  rule,  nor  the 
affidavits,  does  it  appear  that  the  alleged  contempts  were 
offered  in  any  cause  or  hearing  before  the  said  Districtj, 
Court:  on  the  contrary,  all  the  acts  complained  of  as  con- 
tempts, are  stated  to  have  been  done  in  relation  to  an  ex- 
parte  application  made  to  the  judge  of  the  said  court,  at  his 
chambers,  at  a  time  when  his  court  was  in  vacation,  and  not 
in  a  cause  or  hearinu:  before  the  court. 

V.  That  no  attachment  ought  to  issue,  for  neglecting  or 
refusing  a  return  to  a  habeas  corpus,  issued  and  returnable 
out  of  court:  the  statutes  on  that  sul ject,  both  in  England 
and  in  the  United  States,  wherever  they  have  been  re- 
enaoted,  contain  express  penalties  for  this  offence;  doubtless 
for  the  reason  that  such  neglect  or  refusal,  in  relation  to  an 
act  done,  not  in  a  cause  or  hearing  pending  in  court,  but  ia 
an  cx-paite  pro-peri  it  g  at  a  jn-'tge's  chamber,  could  cot  be 
punishetlj  by  attachment,  as  a  contemnt. 
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VI.  That  no  art  in  relation  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
or  the  allowance  of  the  same,  in  the  case  mentioned  in  the 
said  rule,  can  he  considered  as  a  contempt;  because  the 
judge  of  this  honorable  court,  by  the  14th  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  the  United  States,  is  expressly  inhibited 
from  issuing  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  except  in  cases  of 
prisoners  ''  in  custody,  under,  or  by  colour  of,  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  or  committed  for  trial  before  some 
court  of  the  same;  or  who  are  necessary  to  be  brought  into 
court  to  testify;  neither  of  which  circumstances  appear  ei- 
ther in  the  writ,  the  allowance  of  the  same,  or  the  affidavit 
on  which  it  was  founded.  This  court,  then,  having  no  juris- 
diction of  the  case,  according  to  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  this  respondent  had  aright  to 
consider  the  service  as  a  tresspass. 

VII.  That,  by  the  said  writ,  no  place  was  designated  at 
which  the  same  should  be  returned, 

VIII.  That  the  writ  vva.*  served  on  the  respondent  long 
after  the  return  thereof,  by  reason  whereof  he  could  not 
have  comriied  with  the  tenoi-,  had  he  been  so  disposed. 

IX.  The  said  w)  it  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  in  an  ir- 
regular manner,  and  the  respondent  v\  as  in  no  wise  compel- 
led by  law  to  obey  it;  inasmuch  as  the  name  of  the  judge, 
allowing  the  same,  was  not  signed  on  the  writ  with  his  pro- 
per hand  writing:  nor  were  the  words,  "according  to  the 
form  of  the  statute,"  marked  thereon — Voth  which  are  pos- 
itively required,  by  tie  statutes  regulating  the  issuing  of 
such  process;  nnd  without  which  they  need  not  be  obeyed. 
Shouid  it  be  objected,  that  Ibe  English  statutes  are  not  bind- 
ing here,  it  is  an.swered,  thnt  tbe  U.ikd  Si;;ies  are  without 
a  statutory  provision  on  the  sut  ject;  rivid  thf\l  <^i-  inlroduc- 
tion  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  gi^nerally,  n-i-  introduce 
it  ns  it  stood  at  the  time  of  making  the  cot  stifiHOii. 

X.  Ttiat  if  the  allowjiiic-  on  the  hack  of  ll*  ihrhivit,  con- 
trary to  the  expi-ess  wfu-d;  'f  *;io  st;<tut8.  I:  deemed  snfB- 
cieut,  yet  the  respondent  w  as  noi.  uuuud  to  pay  any  attentiof 
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to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  because  the  satne  was  not  is- 
sued in  cont'irrnity  with  the  allowance  given  on  the  tifth 
day  of  March:  this  wafe  for  a  writ  returnable  on  the  next 
clay,  and  afterwards  altered  so  as  to  bear  date  on  the  sixth 
of  the  same  month,  returnable  on  the  succeeding  morning, 
which  would  have  been  the  7th;  whereas  the  writ  actually 
issued  bore  date  the  6th,  and  was  returnable  the  same  day 
— thus  varying  materially  from  the  allowance.  This  cir- 
cumstance is  an  escellent  illustration  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
statutory  provision,  which  requires  that  the  writ  itself  bq 
signed  by  the  ju<lge. 

Under  all  which  protestations  and  exceptions — without 
submitting  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  court,  or  acknowl- 
edging the  regularity  of  the  proceedings,  but  expressly  de- 
nying the  same — this  respondent,  in  order  to  give  a  fair  and 
true  exposition  of  his  conduct,  on  every  occasion  in  which 
it  may  be  drawn  into  question — 

Saith— 

That,  previously  to,  and  soon  after,  his  arrival  in  this 
section  of  the  seventh  military  district,  he  received  several 
letters  and  communications,  putting  him  on  his  guard, 
apiiinst  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state,  the  legislg.- 
tuie,  and  foreign  emissaries  in  the  city.  The  population 
of  the  country  was  represented  ns  divided  by  political  par- 
ties and  national  prejudices;  a  great  portion  of  them  at- 
tached to  foreign  powers,  and  disaifected  to  the  government 
of  their  own  country,  and  some  as  totally  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence. The  militia  was  described  as  resisting  the  author- 
ity of  their  commander-in-chief,  and  encouraged  in  their 
disobe-iieiice  by  the  legislature  of  the  state.  That  legisla- 
ture characteiized  as  politically  rotten,  and  the  whole  state 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  look  I'ur  de- 
fence puncipally  from  the  regular  troops,  and  the  militia 
from  other  states.  Among  those  representdtioiis,  the  mo^t 
34 
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important,  from  the  official  station  of  the  writer,  were  those 
of  the  governor.     On  the  8th  of  August.  1814,  he  says — 

"On  a  late  occasion  1  had  the  mortification  to  acknowl- 
edge my  inability  to  meet  a  requisition  from  general  Floor- 
noy ;  the  corps  of  this  city  having,  for  the  most  part,  resi.'>t- 
ed  my  orders,  being  encouraged  in  their  disobedience  by 
the  legislature  of  the  state,  tlien  in  session;  one  branch  of 
^vhich,  the  senate,  having  declared  the  requisition  illegal 
and  oppressive,  and  the  house  of  I'epresentatives  having 
rejected  a  proposition  to  approve  the  measure.  How  far 
I  shall  be  supported  in  my  late  orders,  remains  yet  to  be 
proved.  I  have  reason  to  calculate  upon  the  patriotism  of 
the  interior  and  western  counties.  I  know,  also,  that  there 
are  many  faithful  citizens  in  New-Orleans;  but  there  are 
others,  in  whose  attachment  to  the  United  States  I  ought  not 
to  confide.  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  can  not  disguise  the  fact, 
that  if  Louisiana  should  be  attacked,  we  must  principally 
depend  for  security  upon  the  prompt  movements  of  the  reg- 
ular force  under  your  command,  and  the  militiaof  the  wes- 
tern states  and  territories.  At  this  moment,  we  are  in  a 
very  unprepared  and  defenceless  condition:  several  impor- 
tant points  of  defence  remain  unoccupied,  and  in  case  of  a 
sudden  attack,  this  capital  would,  1  fear,  fall  an  easy  sac- 
rifice." 

On  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  the  respondent  was  told — 
'•On  the  native  Americans,  and  a  vast  majority  of  the 
Creoles  of  the  country,  I  place  much  confidence,  nor  do  I 
doubt  the  fidelity  of  many  Europeans,  who  have  long  resi- 
ded  in  the  country;  but  there  are  others,  much  devoted  to 
the  interest  of  Spain,  and  whose  partiality  to  the  English  is 
not  less  observable  than  their  dislike  to  the  American  gov- 
ernment." 

In  a  letter  of  the  24th,  the  same  ideas  are  repeated — 
"Be  assured,  sir,  that  no  exertions  shall  be  wanting  on 


NOTES.  399 

my  part;  but  f  can  not  disguise  from  you,  that  I  have  a  very 
diflficuit  people  to  manage:  to  this  moment  no  opposition  to 
the  requisition  has  manifested  itself,  but  1  am  not  seconded 
with  that  ardent  zeal,  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  crisis  de- 
mands. We  look  with  great  anxiety  to  your  movements, 
and  place  our  greatest  reliance  for  safety  on  the  energy  and 
patriotism  of  the  western  states.  In  Louisiana  there 
are  many  faithful  citizens;  these  last  persuade  them- 
selves, that  Spain  will  soon  repossess  herself  of  Louisiana, 
and  they  seem  to  believe  that  n  combined  Spanish  and  En- 
glish force  will  soon  appear  on  our  coast.  If  Louisiana  is 
invaded,  I  shall  put  myself  at  the  head  of  such  of  my  mili- 
tia as  will  follow  me  to  the  field,  and,  on  receiving,  shall  obey 
your  orders.  I  need  not  assure  you  of  my  entire  confidence 
in  you,  as  a  commander,  and  of  the  pleasure  1  shall  expe- 
rience in  supporting  all  your  measures  for  the  common  de- 
fence;  but,  sir,  a  cause  of  indescribable  chagrin  to  me  i=, 
that  I  am  not  at  the  head  of  a  willing  and  united  people:, 
native  Americans,  native  Louisianians,  Frenchmen,  and 
Spaniards,  with  some  Englishmen,  compose  the  mass  of  the 
population— among  them  there  exists  much  jealousy,  and 
as  great  dififerences  in  political  sentiments  as  in  their 
language  and  habits.  But,  nevertheless,  sir,  if  we  are  sup- 
ported by  a  respectable  body  of  regular  troops,  or  of  wes- 
tern militia,  I  trust  1  shall  be  able  to  bring  to  your  aid  a 
valiant  and  faithful  corps  of  Louisiana  militia:  but  if  we 
are  left  to  rely  principally  on  our  oxs;n  resources,  I  fear  exist- 
ing jealousies  will  lead  to  a  distrust  so  general,  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  make  but  a  feeble  resistance." 

On  the  8th  of  September,  the  spirit  of  disaffection  is  said 
to  be  greater  than  was  supposed— the  country  is  said  to  be 
filled  with  spies  and  traitors:  "  Inclosed  you  have  copies  of 
my  late  general  orders.  They  may,  and  I  trust  will  be 
obeyed;  but  to  this  moment  my  fellow-citizens  have  not 
maaifested  all  that  union  and  zeal  the  crisis  demands,  and 
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their  own  safety  requires.  There  I's,  in  this  city,  a  much 
greater  spirit  of  disaffection  than  I  had  anticipated;  and 
among  the  faithful  Louisianians,  there  is  a  despondency 
which  palsies  all  my  preparations;  they  see  no  strong  regu- 
lar force,  around  which  they  could  rally  with  confidence, 
and  they  seem  to  think  themselves  not  within  the  reach  of 
seasonable  assistance  fiom  the  western  states.  I  am  assu- 
red, sir,  you  will  make  the  most  judicious  disposition  of  the 
forces  under  your  command;  but  excuse  me  for  suggesting, 
that  the  presence  of  the  seventh  regiment,  at  or  near  New- 
Orleans,  will  have  the  most  salutary  effect.  The  garri.soa 
here  at  present  is  alarmingly  weak,  and  is  a  cause  of  much 
regret:  from  the  great  mixture  of  persons,  and  characters, 
in  this  city,  we  have  as  much  to  apprehend  from  within  as 
from  without.  In  arresting  the  intercourse  between  New- 
Orleans  and  Pensacola,  you  have  done  right.  Pensacola 
is,  in  fact,  an  enemy's  post,  and  had  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  it  continued,  the  supplies  furnished  to  the  ene- 
my would  have  so  much  exhausted  our  oivn  stock  of  provis- 
ions, as  to  have  occasioned  the  most  serious  inconveai^^nce 
to  ourselves.  I  was  on  the  point  of  taking  on  myself  the 
prohibition  of  the  trade  with  Pensacola:  1  had  prepared  a 
proclamation  to  that  effect,  and  would  have  'ssued  it  the 
very  day  I  heard  of  your  interposition.  Enemies  to  the 
country  may  blame  you  for  your  prompt  and  energetic 
measures;  but  in  the  person  of  every  patriot  you  will  find 
a  supporter.  I  am  very  confident  of  the  very  lax  police  of 
this  city,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  state,  with  respect  t-o 
the  visits  of  strangers.  I  think,  with  you,  that  our  country 
is  filled  with  spies  and  traitors :  I  have  written  pressingly 
ftn  the  subject  to  the  city  authorities  and  parish  judges. — 
1  hope  some  efficient  regulations  will  speedily  be  adopted 
%  the  first,  and  more  vigilance  exerted  for  the  future  by 
the  latter," 
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'-  6n  the  19th  of  September,  speaking  of  the  drafts  of  mi- 
litia, he  says — ■ 

"The  only  difficulty  I  have  hitherto  experienced  in 
meeting  the  requisition,  has  been  in  this  city,  and  exclusive- 
ly from  some  European  Frenchmen,  who,  after  giving  their 
adhesion  to  Louis  XVIII,  have,  through  the  medium  of  the 
French  consul,  claimed  exemption  from  the  drafts,  as 
French  subjects.  The  question  of  exemption,  however,  is 
now  under  discussion,  before  a  special  court  of  inquiry,  and 
I  am  not  without  hopes  that  these  ungrateful  men  may  yet 
be  brought  to  a  discharge  of  their  duties." 

On  the  necessity  of  securing  the  country  against  the 
machinations  of  foreigners,  he,  on  the  4th  of  November 
informed  the  respondent — 

"  You  have  been  informed  of  the  contents  of  an  intercept-v 
ed  letter,  written  by  colonel  Coliel,  a  Spanish  officer,  to 
captain  Morales,  of  Pensacola.  This  letter  was  submitted 
for  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general  of  the  state,  as  to 
measures  to  be  pursued  against  the  writer.  The  attorney- 
general  was  of  opinion,  that  the  courts  could  take  no 
cognizance  of  the  same :  but  that  the  governor  might  order 
the  writer  to  leave  the  state,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  to  send 
him  off  by  force.  1  accordingly,  sir,  ordered  colonel  Coliel 
to  take  his  departure,  in  forty-eight  hours,  for  Pensacola, 
and  gave  him  the  necessary  passports.  I  hope  this  meas- 
ure may  meet  your  approbation.  It  is  a  just  retaliation  for 
the  conduct  lately  observed  by  the  governor  of  Pensacola, 
and  may  induce  the  Spaniards  residing  among  us,  to  be  less 
communicative  upon  those  subjects  which  relate  to  our 
military  movements." 

With  the  impressions  this  correspondence  was  calculated  . 
to  produce,  the  respondent  arrived  in  this  city,  where,  in 
different  conversations,  the  same  ideas  were  enforced,  and 
he  was  advised,  not  only  by  the  governor  of  the  state,  but 
very  many  influential  persons,  to  proclaim  martial  law,  as 
34* 
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the  only  means  of  producing  union,  evercoming  disa^ec 
tion,  detecting  treason,  and  calling  forth  the  energies  of 
^^he  country.  This  measure  was  discussed  and  recommend- 
ed to  the  respondent,  as  he  well  recollects,  in  the  presence 
of  the  judge  of  this  honourable  court,  who  not  only  made 
no  objection,  but  seemed,  by  his  gestures  and  silence,  to 
approve  of  its  being  adopted.  These  opinions,  respectable 
in  themselves,  derived  greater  weight  from  that  which  the 
governor  expressed  of  the  legislature  then  in  session. — 
He  represented  their  fidelity  as  very  doubtful;  ascribed 
design  to  their  prolonged  session;  and  appeared  extremely 
desirous  that  the}'  should  adjourn. 

The  respondent  had  also  been  informed,  that  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  idea  that  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  state  belonged  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  ought 
not  to  be  represented,  had  been  openly  advocated,  and  fa- 
vourably heard.  The  co  operation  of  the  Spaniards  with 
the  English,  was,  at  that  time,  a  prevalent  idea.  This  in- 
formation, therefore,  appeared  highly  important.  He  de- 
termined to  examine,  with  the  utmost  care,  all  the  facts 
that  had  been  communicated  to  him;  and  not  to  act  upon 
the  advice  he  had  received,  until  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion should  have  determined  its  propriety.  He  was  then 
almost  an  entire  stranger,  in  the  place  he  was  sent  to  de- 
fend, and  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  a  majority  of 
its  inhabitants.  While  these  circumstances  were  unfa- 
vorable to  his  obtaining  information,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
precluded,  on  the  other,  a  suspicion  that  his  measures  were 
dictated  by  personal  friendship,  private  animosity,  or  par- 
ty views.  Uninfluenced  by  such  motives,  he  began  his  ob- 
servations, lie  sought  for  information,  and  to  obtain  it, 
communicated  with  men  of  every  description.  He  be- 
lieved that  even  then  he  discovered  those  high  qualities, 
which  have  since  distinguished  those  brave  defenders  of 
their  cotintry : — that  the  variety  of  language,  the  differ- 
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ence  of  habit,  and  even  the  national  prejuflices,  which 
seemed  to  divide  the  inhabitants,  might  be  made,  if  pro- 
perly directed,  the  source  of  the  most  honourable  emula- 
tion. DeUcute  attentions  were  necessary  to  foster  this  dis- 
position; and  the  highest  energy,  to  restrain  the  effects, 
that  such  an  assemblage  was  calculated  to  produce;  he  de- 
termined to  avail  himself  of  both,  and  with  this  view,  Call- 
ed to  his  aid,  the  impulse  of  natioiial  feeling,  the  higher 
motives  of  patriotic  sentiment,  and  the  noble  enthusiasm  of 
valour.  They  operated  in  a  manner  which  history  will 
record;  all  who  could  be  influenced  by  those  feelings,  ralli- 
ed without  delay,  round  the  standard  of  their  country. — 
Their  efforts,  however,  would  have  been  unavailing,  if  the 
disaffecte.i  hrid  been  permitted  to  counteract  them  by  their 
treason,  the  timid  to  paralyze  them  by  their  example,  and 
both  to  stand  aloof  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  enjoy  the 
fruit  of  victory,  without  participatmgin  the  danger  of  de- 
feat. 

A  disciplined  and  powerful  army  was  on  our  coast^ 
commanded  by  ofhcers  of  tried  valour  and  consummate 
skill;  their  fleet.had  already  destroyed  the  feeble  defence 
on  which,  alone,  we  could  rely  to  prevent  their  landing  on 
our  shores.  Their  point  of  attack  was  uncertain — a  hun- 
dred inlets  were  to  be  guarded,  by  a  force  not  sufficient 
in  number  for  one;  we  had  no  lines  of  deience;  treason 
lurked  among  us,  and  only  waited  the  moment  ot  expected 
defeat  to  show  itself  openly.  Our  men  were  few,  and  of 
those  few,  not  all  were  ai  med ;  our  prospect  of  aid  and  sup- 
ply was  distant  and  uncertain;  our  utter  ruin  if  we  failed, 
at  hand,  and  inevitable;  every  thing  depended  on  the 
prompt  and  energetic  use  of  the  means  we  possessed — on 
calling  the  whole  fjpce  of  the  community  into  action;  it  was 
a  contest  for  the  very  existence  of  the  slate,  and  every  nerve 
was  to  be  strained  in  its  defence.  The  physical  ioice  of 
every  iadividual,  his  moral  faculties,  his  property  and  the 
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energy  of  his  example,  were  to  be  called  into  action,  anfi 
instant  action.  No  delay — no  hesitation, — no  inquiry 
about  rights,  or  all  was  lost;  and  every  thing  dear  to  man, 
his  property,  life,  the  honour  of  his  family,  his  country,  its 
constitution  and  laws,  were  swept  away  by  the  avowed 
principles,  the  open  practice  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we 
had  to  contend.  Fortifications  were  to  be  erected,  supplies 
procured,  arms  sought  for,  requisitions  made,  the  emissa- 
ries of  the  enemy  watched,  lurking  treason  overawed,  in- 
subordination punished,  and  the  contagion  of  cowardly  ex- 
ample to  be  stopped. 

In  this  crisis,  and  under  a  firm  persuasion  that  none  of 
those  objects  could  be  effected  by  the  exercise  of  the  ordi- 
nary powers  confided  to  him — under  a  solemn  conviction 
that  the  country  committed  to  his  care,  could  be  saved  by 
that  measure  only  from  utter  ruin — under  a  religious  belief, 
that  he  was  performing  the  most  important  and  sacred  du- 
ty, the  respondent  proclaimed  martial  law.     He  intended, 
by  that  measure,  to  supersede  such  civil  powers  as,  in  theif 
operation,  interfered  with  those  he  was  obliged  to  exercise. 
He  thought,  in  such  a  moment,  constitutional  forms  must  be 
suspended,  fir  the  permanent  preservation  of  constitutional 
rights,  and  that  there  could  be  no  question,  whether  it  were 
best  to  depart  for  a  moment,  from  the  enjoyment  of  our 
dearest  privileges,  or  have  them  "wrested  from  us   forever. 
He  knew,  thai   if  the  civil  magistrates  were  permitted  to 
exercise  their  usual  functions,  none  of  the  measures  neces- 
sary to  avert  the  awful  fate  that  threatened  us,  could  be 
expected.     Personal  liberty  cannot  exist  ;.t  a  tin^e  when 
eery  man  is  required  to  become  a  soldier.      Private  pro- 
perty can  not  be  secured  when  its  use  is  indispensable  to  the 
public  safety.     Unlimited  liberty  of  speech  is  incompatible 
with  the  discipline  of  a  camp;  and  that  of  the   press  more 
dangerous  still,  when  made  the  vehicle  of  conveying  intel- 
ligence to  the  enemy,  or  exciting  mutiny  among  the  troops. 


To  hare  suffered  the  uncontrolled  enjoy^nent  of  any  of 
those  rights,  during  tlie  time  of  the  late  inTasion,  would 
have  been  to  abandon  the  defence  of  the  country :  the  civil 
magistrate  is  the  guardian  of  those  rights;  and  the  pro-' 
clamation  of  martial  law  was  therefore  intended  to  s^upei- 
acde  the  exercise  of  his  authority^  so  far  as  it  interfered 
with  the  necessary  restriction  of  those  r\ght<^;  but  no  further. 
The  respondent  states  these  principles  explicitly,  be-- 
cause  they  are  the  basis  of  his  defence,  and  because  a  mis- 
taken notion  has  been  circulated,  that  the  declaration  of 
martial  law  only  subjected  the  militia  in  service  to  its  ope^ 
ration.  This  would,  indeed,  have  been  a  very  useless  g&p- 
emony,  as  such  persons  were  already  subject  to  it,  withoiiit 
the  addition  of  any  other  act.  Besides,  if  the  proclamation 
of  martial  law  were  a  measure  of  necessity,— a  measure? 
without  the  exercise  of  which  the  country  must  unquestion- 
ably have  been  conquered,  then  does  it  form  a  complete  jus- 
tification for  the  act.  If  it  do  not,  in  what  manner  will  the 
proceeding  by  attachment  for  contempt  be  justified  '  U  is 
undoubtedly  and  strictly  a  criminal  prosecution;  and  the 
constitution  declaies,  that  in  all  crimintl  prosecutions,  the 
accused  shall  have  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  jury;  yet  a 
prosecution  is  even  now  going  on  in  this  court,  where  no 
such  benefit  is  allowed.  Why?  From  the  alleged  necessi- 
ty of  the  case,  because  courts  could  not,  it  is  said,  subsist, 
without  a  power  to  punish  promptly  by  their  own  act,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury.  Necessity  then,  may, 
in  some  cases,  justify  a  departure  from  the  constitution: — 
and  if,  in  the  doubtful  case  of  avoiding  confusion  in  a  court, 
shall  it  be  BeniQd  m  the  serious  one  of  preserving  a  country 
from  conquest  and  ruin?  The  respondent  begs  leave  to 
explain,  that  in  using  this  argument,  he  does  not  mean  to 
admit  the  existence  of  necessity  in  tlie  ca?e  of  attachment- 
but  to  show  that  the  principle  of  a  justifiratiou  from  neces- 
sity is  admitted,  even  in  the  weaker  case.     If  the  legisla- 
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tare  of  the  United  States  have  given  to  courts  the  power  to 
punish  contempts,  it  is  no  answer  to  this  defence,  for  two 
reasons — first,  because  the  words  of  the  law  do  not  neces- 
sarily exclude  the  intervention  of  a  jury;  and  secondly,  if 
they  do,  the  law  itself  is  contrary  to  the  words  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  can  only  be  supported  on  the  plea  of  necessi- 
ty; to  which  head  it  is  referred  by  the  English  writess  on 
the  subject. 

The  only  responsibility  which  has  been  incurred  in  the 
present  case,  is  that  wh'ch  arises  from  necessity.  This, 
the  respondent  agrees,  must  not  be  doubtful;  it  must  be 
apparent,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  it  forms 
no  justification.  He  submits  all  his  acts,  therefore,  to  be 
tested  by  this  rule. 

To  the  forcible  reasons  which  he  has  detailed,  as  impel- 
ling him  to  this  measure,  he  ought  to  add,  that  he  has  since, 
by  the  confession  of  the  enemy  himself,  received  a  confir- 
mation of  the  opinions,  which  he  had  then  good  reason  to 
believe;  that  there  were  men  among  us  so  depraved,  as  to 
give  daily  and  exact  information  of  our  movements,  and  our 
forces;  that  the  number  of  those  persons  was  considerable, 
and  their  activity  unceasing.  The  names  of  those  wretch- 
es will  probably  be  discovered;  and  the  respondent  per- 
suades himself,  that  this  tribunal  will  employ  itself,  with 
greater  satisfaction,  in  inflicting  the  punishment  due  to 
their  crinces,  than  it  now  does  in  investigating  the  mea- 
sures that  were  taken  to  counteract  them. 

If  example  can  justify,  or  the  practice  of  others  serve  ae 
a  proof  of  necessity,  the  respondent  has  ample  materials 
for  his  defence;  not  from  analogous  constrijctioil,  but  from 
the  conduct  of  all  the  different  departments  of  the  state 
government,  in  the  very  case  now  under  discussion. 

The  legislature  of  the  stnte,   having   no  constitutional 

power  to  regulate  or  restrain  commerce,  on  the day 

»f  JDeceinber  last,  passed  an  act  laying  an  embargo — the 
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execntive  sanctioned  it,  and,  from  a  conviction  of  its  nece3„ 
sitVr  it  w  IS  arqiiies'-ed  in.  The  s;uiif  tp  islature  siiut  up 
the  courts  ofjustice  for  four  mouths,  to  nli  civil  suitor-- — the 
sime  executive  sanctioned  that  law,  aad  the  judiciary  not 
onlv  ac'^uie-ced,  but  solemnly  ajiproved  it. 

The  i^overnor.  asr-  'ppears  by  one  of  the  letters  quoted, 
undertook  to  inflict  tie  punishment  of  exile  upon  an  inhabi- 
tant, without  any  form  of  law,  merely  because  he  thought 
that  an  individual's  presence  might  be  dangerous  to  the 
public  safety. 

The  judge  of  this  very  court,  duly  impressed  with  the 
emergency  of  tl  <^  aoment,  and  the  necessity  of  employing 
every  means  of  f'r  ence,  consented  to  the  discharge  of  men 
committed  and  *  aicted  for  capital  crimes,  without  bail, 
and  without  recosnizance:  and  probably  under  an  impres- 
sion that  the  exercise  of  his  functions  would  be  useless,  ab- 
sented himself  irom  the  place  where  his  court  was  to  be 
holden,  and  prstponed  its  session,  during  a  regular  term. 

Thus  the  conduct  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
ciary branches  of  the  government  of  this  state,  have  boine 
the  fullest  testimony  of  the  existence  of  the  necessity,  on 
which  the  respondent  relies. 

The  unqualitied  approbation  of  the  legislature  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  of  the  individual  states  as  were  in 
session,  ought  also  to  be  admitted  as  no  slight  means  of  de^ 
fence;  inasmuch  as  all  these  respectable  bodies  were  ftilly 
apprized  of  his  proclamation  of  martial  law,  and  some  of 
them  seem  to  refer  to  it,  by  thanking-  him  for  the  energy 
of  his  measures. 

The  respondent,  therefore,  believes  he  has  established 
the  necessity  of  proclaiming  mai  tial  law.  He  has  shown 
the  effects  of  that  declaiation;  ami  it  only  remains  to  prove, 
in  answer  to  the  rule,  tiiat  liie  power  assumed  from  ijeces- 
sity,  vvas  not  abused  in  its  exercise,  nor  improperly  pro- 
tracted in  its  duration. 
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All  the  arts  mentioned  in  the  rule,  took  ^Uce  after  the 
enemy  had  retired  from  the  position  they  hiid  at  tirst  as- 
suitterl — after  they  had  mer  with  a  signal  defeat,  and  after 
an  unofficial  account  had  t^een  received  of  the  signature  of 
a  treaty  of  peace.  Each  of  these  circumstances  might  he, 
to  one  who  did  not  see  the  whole  ground,  a  sufficierit  reason 
for  supposing  that  further  acts  of  energy  and  vigour  were 
unnecessary.  On  the  mind  of  the  re>=pondent  they  had  a 
diflferent  effect,  "^i'he  enemy  had  retired  from  tl.eir  posi- 
tion, it  is  true;  but  they  were  still  on  the  coast,  and  within 
a  few  hours'  sail  cf  the  city.  They  had  been  defeated, 
and  with  loss;  but  that  loss  was  to  be  repaired  by  ex- 
pected reinforcements.  Their  numbers  still  much 
more  than  quadrupled  all  the  regular  forces  which  the 
respondent  could  command;  and  the  term  of  service  of 
his  most  efficient  militia  force  was  about  to  expire.  De- 
feat, to  a  powerful  and  active  enemy,  was  more  likely  tQ 
operate  as  an  incentive  to  renewe  '  and  increased  exertion, 
than  to  inspire  them  with  despon  lency,  or  to  paralyze  their 
efforts.  A  treaty,  it  is  true,  had  been  probably  sigi.-ed  ;  yet 
it  might  not  be  ratified.  Its  contents  had  not  tianspired, 
and  no  reasonable  conjecture  could  bo  formed  that  it  would 
be  acceptable.  The  ijifluence  which  the  account  of  its 
signature  had  on  the  army,  was  deleterious  in  the  r xtreme, 
and  showed  a  necessity  for  increased  energy,  insiead  of  a 
relaxation  of  discipline.  Men,  who  had  s'^own  themselves 
zeaious  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  campaign,  now  became 
lukewarm  in  the  service.  Those  whom  no  danger  could 
ap|;al,  and  no  labour  discourage,  complained  of  the  hard- 
ships of  (he  camp.  When  the  enemy  were  no  l.)?iger  im- 
mediately before  them.  tUey  thought  theuiselves  oppressed, 
by  being  tlelaiied  in  service.  Wicked  and  weak  men.  who, 
fiom  their  situation  in  life,  ought  to  have  i\irni.«hed  a  belter 
exi'mple,  secretly  encouiagen  this  spirit  of  i>'su'  rdination. 
They  affected  to  pity  the  ha.rdshii;s  of  those  who  were  kept 


NOTES.  409 

m  the  field ;  they  fomented  discontent  by  insinuating  that 
the  merits  of  those  to  whom  they  addressed  themselves,  had 
not  been  suffiriently  noticed  or  apphiuded;  and  to  so  high 
a  degree  had  the  disorder  at  length  risen,  that,  at  one  peri- 
od, only  fifteen  men  and  one  officer,  out  of  a  whole  regi- 
ment, stationed  to  guard  the  very  avenue  through  which 
the  enemy  had  penetrated  into  the  country,  were  found 
at  their  post.  At  another  point  equally  important,  a  whole 
corps,  on  which  the  greatest  reliance  had  been  placed, 
operated  upon  by  the  acts  of  a  foreign  agent,  suddenly 
deserted  their  post. 

If,  trusting  to  an  uncertain  peace,  the  respondent  had  re- 
voked his  proclamation,  or  ceased  to  act  under  it,  the  fatal 
security  by  which  we  were  'uUed,  might  have  destroyed 
all  discipline,  have  dissolved  all  his  force,  and  left  hina 
without  any  means  of  defending  the  country  against  an  ene- 
my, instructed,  by  the  traitors  within  our  own  bosom,  of  the 
time  and  place  at  which  he  might  safely  mal-.e  his  attack. 
In  such  an  event,  his  life  might  have  been  offered  up;  yet 
it  would  have  been  but  a  feeble  ex[)iation.  for  the  disgrace 
and  misery,  into  which,  by  his  criminal  negligence,  l.e  had 
permitted  the  country  to  he  plunged.  He  thought  peace 
a  probable,  but  by  no  means  a  certain  event.  If  it  had  re- 
ally taken  place,  a  few  days  must  bring  the  official  advice 
of  it;  and  he  be'ieved  it  better  to  submit,  durmg  those  few 
dav:-,  to  the  salutary  restraints  imposed,  than  to  put  every- 
thing )ear  to  ourselves  and  country  at  risk  upon  an  uncer- 
tain coiuing:ency.  Admit  the  chances  to  have  been  a  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand  to  one  in  favor  of  the  ratificHtion,  and 
against  any  rene'ved  attempts  of  the  enemy;  what  should 
we  say  or  think  of  the  prudence  of  the  man,  who  would 
st;-kp  his  life,  his  fortune  his  country,  and  his  honour,  even 
with  such  odds  m  his  fivour.  against  a  (evv  days'  anticipa- 
ted e'ljoynient  of  the  blessings  of  pea-  e?  The  responoeiit 
couia  uot  bring  himself  to  play  so  deep  a  hazard;  umnfiu- 
35 
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enced  by  the  clamours  of  the  ignorant  and  the  designing. 
he  continued  the  exercise  of  that  law  which  necessity  had 
compelled  him  to  proclaim;  and  he  still  thinks  himself  jus- 
tified, by  the  situation  of  aiiairs,  for  the  course  which  he 
adopted  and  pursued.  Has  he  exercised  this  pou  er  wan- 
tonly or  improperly?  If  so,  he  is  liable;  not,  as  he  believes, 
to  this  honourable  court  for  contempt,  but  to  his  govern- 
ment for  an  abuse  of  power,  and  to  those  mdividuals  whom 
he  has  injured,  in  damages  proportioned  to  that  injury. 

About  the  period  last  described,  the  consul  of  France, 
who  appears,  by  governor  Claiborne^s  letter,  to  have  em- 
barrassed the  first  drafts,  by  his  claims  in  favor  of  pretend- 
ed subjects  of  his  king,  renewed  his  interference;  his  certi- 
ficates were  given  to  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  army,  to  some 
who  had  never  applied,  and  to  others  who  wished  to  use 
them  as  the  means  of  obtaining  an  inglorious  exemption 
from  danger  and  fatigue.  The  immunity  derived  from  these 
certificates  not  only  thinned  the  ranks,  by  the  withdrawal 
of  those  to  whom  they  were  given,  but  produced  ihe  de- 
sertion of  others,  who  thought  themselves  equally  entitled 
to  the  privilege;  and  to  this  cause  must  be  traced  the  aban- 
donment of  the  important  post  of  Chet  Mcnteur,  and  a  tem- 
porary refusal  of  a  relief  ordered  to  occupy  it. 

Under  these  circuaistances,  to  rewove  the  force  of  an  ex- 
ample which  had  already  occasioned  such  dangerous  con- 
sequences, and  to  puuisli  those  wfjo  were  so  unwilling  to 
defend  what  they  were  so  ready  to  enjoy,  the  respondent 
issned  a  general  order,  directing  those  French  subjects,  who 
had  availed  thenis(l\es  of  tbe  consul's  certificates,  to  le- 
move  out  of  the  lines  of  defence,  and  far  enough  lo  avoid 
any  temptation  of  intercourse  with  our  enemy,  whom  they 
were  so  scrupulous  of  opposing.  This  mensure  was  resort- 
ed to,  as  the  mildest  mode  of  proceeding  against  a  danger- 
ous and  increasing  evd;  and  the  respondent  had  the  less 
scruple  of  his  power,  in  this  instance,  us  it  was  not  quite 
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$0  strong  as  that  which  governor  Claiborne  had  exercised, 
before  the  invasion,  by  the  advice  of  his  attorney-general, 
in  the  case  of  colonel  Coliel. 

It  created,  however,  some  sensation; — discontents  were 
again  fomented,  from  the  source  that  had  first  produced 
them.  Aliens  and  strangers  became  the  most  violent  advo- 
cates of  constitutional  rights,  and  native  Americans  were 
taught  the  value  of  their  privileges,  by  those  who  formally 
disavowed  any  title  to  their  enjoyment.  The  order  was 
particularly  opposed  in  an  anonymous  publication.  In  this, 
the  author  deliberately  and  wickedly  misrepresented  the 
order,  as  subjecting  to  removal  all  Frenchmen  whatever, 
even  those  who  had  gloriously  fought  in  defence  of  the 
country;  and,  after  many  dangerous  and  unwarrantable 
declarations,  he  closes,  by  calling  upon  all  Frenchmen  to 
flock  to  the  standard  of  their  consul — thus  advising  and 
producing  an  act  of  mutiny  and  insubordination,  and  pub- 
lishing the  evidence  of  our  weakness  and  discord  to  the 
enemy,  who  were  still  in  our  vicinity,  anxious,  no  doubt, 
before  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  to  wipe  away  the  late  stain 
upon  their  arms.  To  have  silently  looked  on  su  :h  an  of- 
fence, without  nuaking  any  attempt  to  punish  it,  would  have 
been  a  formal  surrender  of  all  discipline,  all  order,  all  per- 
sonal dignity  and  public  safety.  This  could  not  be  done; 
and  the  respondent  immediately  ordered  the  arrest  of  the 
offender.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  directed  to  issue 
for  his  enlargement.  The  very  case  which  had  been  fore- 
seen, the  very  contingency  on  which  martial  law  was  in- 
tended to  operate,  had  now  occurred.  The  civil  magistrate 
seemed  to  think  it  his  duty  to  enforce  the  enjoyment  of  civil 
rights,  although  the  consequences  which  have  been  descri- 
bed, would  probably  have  resulted.  An  unbending  sense 
of  what  he  seemed  to  think  his  station  required,  induced 
him  to  order  the  liberation  of  the  prisoner.  This,  under 
the  respondent's  sense  of  duty,  produced  a  conflict  which 
it  was  his  wish  to  avoid. 
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No  other  course  remained,  than  to  enforce  the  principled 
which  he  had  laid  down  as  his  guide,  and  to  suspend  the 
exercise  of  this  judicial  power,  wherever  it  interfered  with 
the  necessary  means  of  defence.  The  only  way  eflfectual- 
]y  to  do  this,  was  to  place  the  judge  in  a  situation  in  which 
his  interference  could  not  counteract  the  measures  of  de- 
fence, or  give  countenance  to  the  mutinous  disposition  that 
had  shown  itself  in  so  alarming  a  degree.  Merely  to  have 
disregarded  the  writ,  would  but  have  mcreased  the  evil,  and 
to  have  obeyed  it,  was  wholly  repugnant  to  the  respondent's 
ideas  of  the  public  safety,  and  to  his  own  sense  of  duty. — 
The  judge  was  therefore  confined,  and  removed  beyond  the 
lines  of  defence. 

As  to  the  paper  mentioned  in  the  rule,  which  the  respon- 
dent is  charged  with  taking  and  detaining,  he  answers,  that 
when  the  writ  was  produced  by  the  clerk  of  this  honorable 
eourt,  the  date  of  its  issuance  appeared  to  have  been  alter- 
ed from  the  5th  to  the  6th.  He  was  questioned  respecting 
the  apparent  alteration,  and  acknowledged  it  had  been  done 
by  judge  Hall,  and  not  in  the  presence  of  the  party  who 
made  the  affidavit.  This  material  alteration,  in  a  paper 
that  concerned  him,  gave  the  respondent  as  he  thought,  a 
right  to  detain  it  for  further  investigation,  which  he  accor- 
dingly did;  but  gave  a  certified  copy,  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  the  original  was  in  his  possession. 

The  respondent  avows,  that  he  considered  this  alteration 
in  the  date  of  the  affidavit,  as  it  was  then  explained  to  him 
hy  the  clerk,  to  be  such  evidence  of  a  personal,  not  judicial 
interference,  and  activity,  in  behalf  of  a  man  charged  with 
the  most  serious  offence,  as  justified  the  idea  then  formed, 
thai  the  judge  approved  his  conduct,  and  supported  his  at- 
tempts to  excite  disaffection  among  the  troops. 

This  was  the  conduct  of  the  respondent,  and  these  the 
motives  which  prompted  it.  They  have  been  fairly  and 
openly  exposed  to  this  tribunal,  and  to  the  world,  and  would 
not  have  been  accompanied  by  any  exception  or  waver  of 
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jurisdiction,  if  it  had  been  deemed  expedient  to  give  him 
that  species  of  trial,  to  which  he  thinks  himself  entitled,  by 
the  constittitioD  of  his  country.  The  powers  which  the  ex- 
igency of  fhe  times  forced  him  to  assume,  have  been  exer- 
cised exclusively  for  the  public  good ;  and,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  they  have  been  attended  with  unparalleled  success. 
They  have  saved  the  country;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  that  country,  or  the  decrees  of  its  courts,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  means  he  has  used,  he  can  never  regret  that  he 
employed  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. ' 


(G) 


Address  to  the  troops  at  JVew  Orleans,  after  the  annunciation 
of  peace. 

The  major-general  is  at  length  enabled  to  perform  the 
pleasing  task  of  restoring  to  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Louisi- 
ana, and  the  territory  of  the  Mississippi,  the  brave  troops 
who  have  acted  such  a  distinguished  part  in  the  war  which 
has  just  terminated.  In  restoring  these  brave  men  to  their 
homes,  much  exertion  is  expected  of,  and  great  lesponsibi- 
lity  imposed  on,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different 
corps.  It  is  required  of  major-generals  Carroll  and  Thomas, 
and  brigadier-general  Coffee,  to  march  their  commands, 
without  unnecessary  de];^y,  to  their  respective  states. — 
The  troops  from  the  Mississippi  territory  and  state  of  Lou- 
isiana, both  militia  and  volunteers,  will  be  immediately 
mustered  out  of  service,  paid,  and  discharged. 

The  major-general  has  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  the 
approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  tt'e 
conduct  of  the  troops  uiider  his  command,  expressed,  in 
flattering  terms,  through  the  honourable  the  secretary  of 
war. 

35* 
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In  parting:  with  those  brave  men,  whose  f?estinies  haf  fe 
been  so  louff  unite. I  with  his  own,  and  in  whose  hibnursand 
glcries  it  is  his  happiness  and  his  boast  to  ha-ve  participa- 
ted.  the  conrimaudmg  general  can  neither  suppress  his  I'eel- 
infi-p,  nor  give  utterance  to  them  as  he  ought.  In  what 
terms  can  he  bestow  snitable  praise  on  merit  so  extraordi- 
nary, so  nnpuralieled?  L*  t  him,  in  one  burht  of  joy,  gra- 
titude, and  exultation,  exclaim — "These  are  the  saviours  of 
their  country— these  the  patriot  soldiers,  who  triumphed 
over  the  invincibles  of  Wellington,  and  conquered  the  con- 
querors of  Europe!''''  V¥ith  what  patience  did  you  submit 
to  privations  — with  what  fortitude  did  you  endure  fatigue 
— what  valour  did  you  display  in  the  day  of  battle!  You 
have  secured  to  America  a  proud  name  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth — a  glory  which  will  never  perish. 

Possessing  those  dispositions,  which  equally  adorn  the 
citizen  and  the  soldier,  the  expectations  of  your  country 
will  be  met  in  peace,  as  her  wishes  have  been  gratified  in 
war.  Go,  then,  my  brave  companions,  to  your  homes;  to 
those  tender  connexions,  and  blissful  scenes,  which  render 
life  so  dear — full  of  honour,  and  crowned  with  laurels 
which  will  never  fade.  When  participating  in  the  bosoms 
of  your  families,  the  enjoyment  of  peaceful  life,  with  what 
happiness  will  you  not  look  back  to  the  toils  you  have  borne 
— to  the  dangers  you  have  encountered?  How  will  all 
your  past  exposures  be  converted  into  sources  of  inexpressi- 
ble delight?  Who,  that  never  experienced  your  sufferings, 
will  be  able  to  appreciate  your  joys?  The  man  who  slum- 
bered ingloriously  at  home,  during  your  painful  marches, 
your  nights  of  vvatchfulness,  and  your  days  of  toil,  will  envy 
you  the  happiness  which  these  recollections  will  afford — 
still  more  will  he  envy  the  gratitude  of  that  country,  which 
you  have  so  eminently  contributed  to  save. 

Continue,  fellow  soldiers,  on  your  passage  to  your  seve- 
ial  destinations,  to  presfcrve  that  subordination,  that  digni^ 
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fied  and  manly  deportment,  which  have  so  ennobled  your 
charactei. 

While  the  commanding  general  is  thus  giving  indulgence 
to  hiS  feelings,  towards  those  brave  companions,  who  ac- 
companied him  through  difficulties  and  danger,  he  can  not 
permit  the  names  of  Blount,  and  Shelby,  and  Holmes,  to 
pass  unnoticed.  With  what  generous  ardour  and  patrio- 
tism have  these  distinguished  governors  contributed  all 
their  exertions,  to  provide  to  the  means  of  victor}'!  The 
recollection  of  their  exertion,  and  of  the  success  which  has 
resulted,  will  be  to  them  a  reward  more  grateful  than  any 
which  the  pomp  of  title,  or  the  splendour  of  wealth,  caa 
bestow. 

What  happiness  it  is  to  the  commanding-general,  that, 
while  danger  was  before  him,  he  was  on  no  occasion  compel- 
led to  use  towards  his  companions  in  arms,  either  severity 
or  rebuke.  If,  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  improper  pas- 
sions began  their  empire  in  a  few  unworthy  bosoms,  and 
rendered  a  resort  to  energetic  measures  necessary  for  their 
suppression,  he  has  not  confounded  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty — the  seduced  with  the  seducers.  Towards  you, 
fellow  soldiers,  the  most  cheering  recollections  exist; 
blended,  alas!  with  regret,  that  disease  and  war  should 
have  ravished  from  us  so  many  worthy  companions.  But 
the  memory  of  the  cause  in  which  they  perished,  and  of  the 
virtues  which  animated  them  while  living,  roust  occupy  the 
place  where  sorrow  would  claim  to  dwell. 

Farewell,  fellow-soldiers.    The  expression  of  your  gen- 
eral's thanks  is  feeble;  but  the  gratitude  of  a  country    of 
freemen  is  yours — yours  the  applause  of  an  admiringworld, 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Major-General  commanding^ 
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Since  the  period  to  which  the  preceding  pa- 
ges bring  down  tbe  events  of  General  Jackson's 
life,  tlie  subject  of  these  memoirs  has  been 
called  upon  by  his  country,  to  perform  various 
and  important  public  services.  As  major-gen- 
eral in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  as  Com- 
missioner, in  1816,  for  surveying  and  making  a 
personal  examination  of  the  Coast,  with  a  view 
to  the  selection  of  proper  sites  for  the  erection 
of  fortifications ;  as  Commissioner  to  treat  with 
the  Chickasaw,  Creek,  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
and  for  surveying  and  opening  the  Militarj 
road  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans;  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  successful  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians;  as  Governor  of 
Florida ;  and  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  until  1825;  his  life  has  been  one 
continued  scene  of  active  and  laborious  duties, 
in  the  performance  of  which,  the  nation  has 
awarded  to  him  that  promptness,  fidelity,  and 
ability,  which  has  uniformly  distinguished  his 
course  in  public  life.  Few  men  in  any  country, 
have  been  required  by  its  government, to  engage 
in  more  dangerous  services,  to  perform  more 
arduous  and  responsible  duties,  or  to  suffer 
more  privations  and  endure  more  hardships, 
for  the  general  benefit.  Endowed  by  nature 
with  a  vigour  of  mind  and  body  seldom  united 
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in  the  same  person ;  combining  firmness  of  pur- 
pose with  decision  of  character;  with  an  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  public  law  and  an  intimate 
acquaintance  \vith  the  principles  and  powers  of 
our  republican  governments;  he  seemed  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  times  and  the  occasions, 
which  have  repeatedly  called  him  into  the 
public  service,  whether  as  a  military  comman- 
der to  lead  our  citizens  to  battle  and  to  victory, 
or  as  a  practical  statesman  to  perform  the  va- 
rious duties  of  the  civil  government. 

While  the  nation  was  contemplating  him  as 
one  of  its  most  eminent  citizens  and  benefac- 
tors, and  his  deeds  of  patriotism  and  of  glory  as 
the  brightest  illustration  of  republican  virtue, 
lie  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  his 
countrymen,  in  a  new  and  more  interesting  at- 
titude. A  considerable  portion  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  guaranteed 
to  them  by  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  con- 
stitution, in  1823-4,  selected  him  for  the  first 
and  highest  office  in  their  gilt.  It  was  not  the 
sudden  impulse  of  feeling,  excited  by  the  colli- 
sions of  party  strife,  which  prompted  a  numer- 
ous and  respectable  portion  of  the  American 
people  to  desire  his  elevation  to  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistracy of  the  Republic  ;  but  it  was  from  a  full 
and  solemn  conviction,  that  '-his  great  talents, 
stern  political  integrity,  unfeigned  republican- 
ism, and  long  and  faithful  services  to  his  coim- 
try,  in  both  civil  and  military  capacities,  pre- 
eminently qualified  him,  above  all  otiiers,  for 
tiiat  hif>:h  an  I  responsible  station."  From  ear- 
ly life,  *']ie  had  been  distinguished  for  ardent 
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and  unshaken  patriotism,  for  a  stronj?  and  vi- 
gorous intellect,  and  for  those  powers  of  mind 
and  active  virtues,  which  have,  at  subsequent 
periods,  contributed  so  essentially  to  sustain 
the  honor  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation."  It  was  a  deep  sense  of  public  duty, 
united  with  the  best  feelings  of  national  grati- 
tude, which  ''pointed  to  JACKSON,  as  posses- 
sing the  highest  claims  to  the  confidence  and 
support  of  his  country." 

At  ihe  same  time,  other  portions  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  had  respectively  selected  John  Q. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  then  Secretary  of 
State;  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and 
Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  then  a  member  of 
Congress  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives: as  candidates  for  the  same  eleva- 
ted station.  These  gentlemen  had  long  been 
in  public  life,  and  were  extensively  known  to 
the  nation.  They  had  for  many  years  acted 
promim  nt  parts  in  the  management  of  our  na- 
tional affairs,  either  on  foreign  missions,  or  iii 
t-se  administration  of  our  government,  at  house. 
Mr.  AdHUis  had  resided  pr-ncipaily  in  FAirnpe, 
and  had  spent  the  largest  portM-n  of  his  public 
life  at  I  oreign  Courts.  Mr,  Crawford,  althouj.'h 
for  a  considerable  tiine  our  resideitt  Minister  at 
Paris,  had  been  chiefly  cmjloyed  as  a  n^ensher 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  civil  departmet)ts  of 
the  general  government.  Mr.  Clay  had  long 
been  distinguished  for  his  forensic  powers  and 
eloquence,  and  was  one  of  o'^r  Commissioners 
atGhentjin  forming  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
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the  Unitec]  States  and  Great  Britain.  General 
Jackson  s  life  had  received  a  somewhat  differ- 
ent direction,  more  full  of  incident,  and  of  more 
important  influence  and  bearing  upon  the  for- 
tunes of  his  country.  He  had  been  a  youthful 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Ardently  attached 
to  his  country,  and  early  devoted  to  its  liberty 
and  happiness,  at  fourteen  years  of  a^e  he  was 
seen  fighting  the  battles  of  freemen,  by  the  side 
of  the  heroes  and  patriots  of  that  day,  in  the 
arduous  struggle  for  our  National  Indepen- 
dence. He  had  been  the  Attorney  General  of 
tlfC  South  West  Teriitory,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
two,  by  the  appointment  of  Washington;  at 
twenty-nine,  a  member  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  constitution  of  Tennessee,  and,  at 
the  same  age,  a  iMajor  General  of  Militia  and  a 
Representative  in  Congress;  at  thirty,  a  Sena- 
tor in  Congress;  and  at  thirty-two,  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  that  state.  Subseq'.ient- 
\y  he  had  filled  various  important  offices,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  in  the  late 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  had  greatly  distinguished  himself  for 
the  able  and  efficient  protection  which  he 
aff'^rHed  to  our  Southern  frontier,  and  for  his 
br  1  iant  and  glorious  defence  of  New  Orleius. 

It  was  oujected  to  Mr.  Adams,  by  theiritnds 
of  Mr.  Clay  and  also  by  a  portion  of  those  who 
supported  Geneial  Jackson,  that  his  politjcal 
prejudices  were  "hostile  t')  the  western  inter- 
est;"* that  his  repeated  vote  s,  while  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  againsr  thos^:  meis- 
tires  whicli  were  pecuiiary  calculated  to  bene- 
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fit  the  west  and  to  advance  its  prosperity,  and 
his  proposition  at  Ghent,  to  give  to  Great  Bri- 
tian  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  in 
exchange  for  more  extensive  privileges  connec- 
ted with  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of  Labrador 
and  Newfoundland,  evinced  a  course  of  policy, 
in  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  general 
government, inconsistent  with  the  present  condi- 
tion and  future  importance  of  the  western 
states.  It  was  also  objected  to  Mr.  Adams 
and  to  Mr.  Crawford,  that,  being  at  the  head  of 
two  of  the  principal  executive  departments  of 
the  government,  both  propriety  and  expediency 
forbid  sanctioning  the  principle  and  the  prece- 
dent, that  the  president  should  be  taken,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  from  the  constitutional  advi- 
ser of  the  executi/e.  It  was  urged  with  great 
effect,  that — '-Reflecting  men  could  not  but  see 
that  a  struggle  for  the  presidency,  between  the 
principal  secretaries,  was  fraught  with  much 
evil  to  the  nation,  inasmuch  as  it  must  distract 
the  harmony  of  her  councils,  if  it  did  not  endan- 
ger the  integrity  of  her  functionaries,  and  jeo- 
pardize her  peace  and  reputation.  Besides 
these  mischiefs,  to  select  one  of  the  secretaries, 
was  to  continue  the  same  influence  in  office, 
which  virtually  would  be  a  departure  from  the 
maxim  that  rotation  in  office  was  essential  to. 
the  preservation  of  the  republic.  For,to  chano-e 
the  man,  an  1  to  retain  the  influence,  would  be 
to  r  pose  upon  the  shadow,  and  to  abandon  the 
su'jstance.  These  considerations  determined 
many  of  the  most  reflecting  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try, to  adopt  the  opinion  that  no  member  of  the 
36 
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present  executive  cabinet  ought  to  be  selected 
to  succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  and  this  determination 
was  formed  without  any  respect  for  the  talents 
or  characters,  of  the  incumbents  themselves. 
It  rested  upon  public  prin«;iple,  and  upon  public 
DUTY — and  upon  these  alone."  \^hxtract  of  a 
circular  address^  issued  by  Mr.  Clays  friends, 
from  a  pubhc  meeting  held  at  Columbus,  Okie, 
July  15,  1824.]  In  another  part  of  the  same 
address,  it  is  stated  to  be  the  first  oI)ject  with 
Mr.  Clay's  friends  to  prevent  one  of  the  cabinet 
from  being  placed  in  the  presidential  chair; 
"not  in  reference  to  th3  men,  but  to  the  princi- 
ple:^ A  further  objection  was  urged — "The 
great  power  and  immense  patronage,  which  is 
absolutely  vested  in,  or  indirectly  exercised  by, 
the  heads  of  the  state  and  treasury  depart- 
ments, afford  opportunities  for  intrigue  and 
electioneering,  no  where  else  to  be  found  in  the 
nation,  at  all  times  sufficient  to  create  the  most 
powerful  parties,  and  distract  and  pa)a!ize  the 
operations  of  government.  And  it  is  now  too 
apparent  to  the  whole  union,  any  longer  to  be 
concealed  or  disguised,  that  if  either  of  these 
gentlemen  (Messrs.  Adams  and  Crawford) 
should  succeed  to  the  presidency,  the  nation 
would  be  literally  distracted  with  two  conten- 
ding parties,  losing  sight  of  the  interests  of  the 
people,  in  a  virulent  and  selfish  contest  for  pow- 
er." [Extract  from  the  address  of  the  Jackson 
committee  of  correspondence,  for  the  state  of 
Oi'io,  dated  September  13,  1824.]  It  was  also 
objected  to  Mr!  Criwford,  "not  in  reference  to 
the  man,  but  to  the  principle,'^  that  he  had  been 
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laominated  by  a  congressional  caucus,  and  urged 
upon  the  people,  as  the  only  regularly  nomina- 
ted candidate. 

To  Mr.  Clay  it  was  objected,  that,  although 
possessing  great  powers  as  a  parliamentary  ora- 
tor, and  of  facinating  elocution,  yet  he  had  not 
evinced  those  solid  talents  and  that  consisten- 
cy of  purpose,  which  are  essential  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  safe  and  prudent  statesman,  and  that, 
being  much  younger  than  either  of  his  competi- 
tors, and  having  the  least  prospect  of  success, 
no  public  consideration  seemed  to  be  involved 
in  his  pretentions,  at  that  time.  Of  the  last  ob- 
jection, it  was  said — "Mr.  Clay  is  much  youn- 
ger than  either  of  his  competitors,  and  eight 
years  hence^  will  be  younger  than  the  present  or 
any  former  president,  when  first  entering  on 
the  duties  of  that  office.  It  has  ever  been  the 
policy,  as  it  has  been  the  settled  practice  of  the 
American  people,  to  select  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  republic  from  the  venerable  sa<;es  of 
THE  NATION ;  and  in  making  the  selection,  to 
prefer  that  man,  whose  age,  long  experience, 
and  great  public  services,  give  a  commanding 
dignity  to  office,  and  are  calculated  to  insure 
the  respect  of  foreign  powers.  This  policy  is 
founded  in  the  soundest  maximsof  political  ex- 
pediency, and  as  its  practical  operation  has 
largely  contributed  to  raise  the  nation  to  a  high 
rank  in  the  contemplation  of  the  world, 
it  can  not  be  doubted,  that  it  comports  with  the 
genius  and  stability  of  our  government."  [jld- 
dress  of  the  Jackson^  committee  for  Ohio,  Sep- 
(ember  13,  1824.] 
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In  support  of  the  subject  of  th^se  memoirs, 
it  was  contended,  that — "To  general  Jackson, 
none  of  these  objections  would  apply.  Full  of 
years  and  of  glory,  'by  a  life  devoted  to  honor- 
able pursuits,"  he  is  not  only  older  than  any  of 
his  competitors,  but  he  is  the  last  of  that  ven- 
erable  BAlND  OF    revolutionary    PATRIOTS,    who 

can  or  ever  will  be  offered  to  the  nation,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  highest  office  in  her  gift. — 
Standing  exclusively  upon  his  own  merits  and 
upon  the  affections  and  gratitude  of  his  country, 
for  whose  liberty  he  has  fought  and  bled,  and 
for  whose  security  and  independence  he  has 
conquered  ;  no  congressional  caucus  has  been 
held  to  sustain  and  give  character  to  his  cause ; 
• — no  cabinet  influence  has  been  employed  to 
promote  his  election.  But,  unaided  by  any  such 
or  other  improper  means,  he  is  emphatically 
the  cANDiuATE  OP  THE  PEOPLE;  to  whoiu  alouc 
he  looks  for  support,  and  from  whom  alone  do 
his  friends  expect  success,  and  anticipate  his 
Elevation  to  the  head  of  the  government."  [Jd^ 
dress  of  the  Jackson  committee  for  Ohio.]  It 
was,  however,  urged  against  gen.  Jackson,  that, 
although  a  good  general  and  a  sucsessful  mili- 
tary captain,  he  did  not  possess  the  necessary 
qualifications  to  administer  the  civil  govern- 
ment. The  same  objection  was  formerly  rais- 
ed to  gen.  Washington,  previous  to  his  first 
election  to  the  presidency,  and  honourably  and 
judiciously  negatived  by  the  people  The  dif- 
ficulties which  gen.  Jackson  has  had  to  encoun- 
counter,^  and  the  obstacles  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  his  success,  in  the  perforjuance  of  his 
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militRry  duties,  were  overcome  by  tlie  exercise 
of  the  highest  order  of  talents,  the   soundest 
judgment,  and   by  a  prudence  and    discretion 
whicli  no  circumstances  could  embarrass,  no 
dangers  could   dissipate.      The  same  powers 
and  qualities  of  mind,  transferred  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  civil  administration  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, would  be  found  as  pre-eminently  useful  in 
the  conduct  and  management  of  government. 
This  objection  was  met  by  the  committee  for 
Ohio,  in  the  following  popular  language : — -"  But 
of  Jackson  it  may^  and  we  trust  loiV/  be  said,  as 
it  has  been  remarked  of  the  illustrious  father  of 
his  country,  'Mars  and  Minerva  had  been  his  tu- 
tors, but  with  the  Graces  he  had  never  studied; 
yet  the  people  did  not  hesitate  to  confide  in  him 
the  direction  of  their  affairs.     They  did  it  from 
no  particular  knowledge  of  his  talents  as  a  civil- 
ian, but  from  a  belief  that  a  good  soldier  would 
readily  make  a  good  statesman ;  that  the  pilot 
who  could  safely  guide  his  ship  tfrrough  a  peril- 
ous storm,  might  well  be  confided  in  when  the 
tempest  had  ceased,  and  a  calm  prevailed.   The 
trial  proved  their  .hopes  correct,  and  in  peace 
he  was  ascertained  to  be  the  same  able  and 
faithful  guardian  he  was  in  v/ar,'     The  evidence 
of  general  Jackson's  abilities,  as  a  statesman, 
are,  at  least,  equally  strong  and  conclusive. — 
With  more  experience  in  the  civil  departments 
of  government,  like  Washington,  he  has  met  and 
conquered  the  embattled  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try; secured  the  rich  blessings  of  peace,  by  pro- 
tecting and  preserving  the  honour  of  the  nation  ; 
and   acquired  a  fame  as  imperishable  as  it  is 

36-^ 
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brilliant,  and  lasting  as  the  gratitude  and  glory 
of  freemen." 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  the  last 
presidential  election  was  submitted  to  the  can- 
did consideration  and  impartial  judgment  of  the 
American  people ;  and  the  result,  so  far  as  they 
were  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  the  canvass, 
or  their  opinion  was  sutfered  to  have  an  influ- 
ence, was  alike  honorable  to  themselves,  and 
to  the  object  of  their  choice.  Of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  general  Jackson  received 
99;  Mr.  ^dams  84;  Mr.  Crawford  41 ;  and  Mr. 
Clay  37.     These  votes  were  cast  as  follows: 

Jackson.  Adams.   Craisoford.    Clay. 


Maine 

9 

iVew -Hampshire 

8 

Vermont 

7 

Massachusetts 

15 

Connecticut 

8 

Rhode  Island 

4 

New-York 

1 

2S 

New-Jersey 

8 

Pennsylvania 

28 

Maryland 

7 

3 

Delaware 

1 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

15 

South  Carolina 

11 

Georgia 

Ohio 

Indiana 

6 

Illinois 

2 

1 

Missouri 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

11 

Alabama 

5 

Mississippi 

3 

Louisiana 

3 

2 

24 


U 


Tci.d  £9  84  41  37 
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From  this  view  of  the  result,  it  appears  gen- 
eral Jackson  received  a  majority  of,  or  the  en- 
tire electoral  votes,  of  eleven  states ;  Mr.  Ada  ms, 
of  seven ;  Mr.  Crawford,  of  three  ;  and  Mr.  Clay, 
of  three.  Of  the  electors,  those  of  Vermont, 
New-York,  Delaware,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Louisiana,  were  chosen  by  the  respective 
state  legislatures;  those  of  the  other  states, 
were  elected  by  the  people,  either  in  districts, 
or  by  general  ticket.  The  result  of  the  popular 
vote,  in  those  states  where  the  electors  were 
chosen  by  the  people,  was  as  follows: 


Jackson. 

Adams. 

Cra-^iford. 

Clay, 

Maine 

6,870 

2,380 

New-Hampshire 

4.107 

643 

Massachusetts 

30.687 

6,616 

Connecticut 

7.587 

1,978 

Rhode  Island 

2,145 

200 

New- Jersey 

10985 

9,110 

1,196 

Pennsylvania 

36,100 

5,440 

4,206 

1,690 

Maryland 

14,523 

14.632 

3,646 

695 

Virginia 

2.861 

3,189 

8,489 

416 

North  Carolina 

20,415 

15,621 

Ohio 

18,489 

12.280 

19.255 

Indiana 

7,343 

3,095 

5.315 

niinois 

1,901 

1,542 

219 

1.047 

Missouri 

987 

311 

1  401 

Kentucky 

6.453 

16,782 

Tennessee 

20,197 

216 

312 

Alabama 

9,443 

2,417 

1,680 

67 

Mississippi 

3,254 

1,694 

119 

Total 


152,951      105,322        47,305      46,668 


This  table  has  been  formed  from  statements 
made  in  the  current  newspapers  of  the  time, 
and  is  believed  to  be  substantially  correct. — 
The  popular  sentiment  of  the  nation  was  thus 
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decidedly  expressed  in  favour  of  general  Jack- 
son. Of  these  eighteen  states,  general  Jackson 
received  a  plurality,  or  a  majority  of  votes,  in 
eight;  Vir.  Adams,  in  six;  Mr.  Crawford,  in  o«ey 
and  Mr.  Clay,  in  three:  and  of  the  aggregate 
votes,  general  Jackson  received  47,629  more 
than  Mr.  Adasns;  58,978  more  than  iMessrs. 
Crawford  and  Clay;  961  more  than  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Clay;  and  324  more  than  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Crawford.  But  as  no  person  had 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  electoral  votes, 
the  election  was  referred,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  federal  constitution,  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  ;  each  state  having  one 
vote,  to  be  given  by  the  members  of  the  respec- 
tive states — the  selection  to  be  made  from  the 
three  highest  candidates,  Messrs.  Jackson,  Ad- 
ams, and  Crawford. 

It  was  not  expected,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  by  those  who  had  dispassionately 
reflected  on  the  subject,  that  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, acting  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
the  several  states,  would  assume  to  them- 
selves the  high  responsibility  of  placing  in 
the  presidential  chair,  either  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr. 
Crawford.  General  Jackson  having  obtained 
fifteen  electoral  votes  more  than  Mr.  Adams, 
^nA  fifty-eight  more  than  Mr.  Crawford,  and  of 
the  direct  votes  of  the  people,  an  excess  over 
both;  every  public  consideration,  every  motive 
of  public  policy,  and  the  great  fundamental 
principle  of  all  our  republican  institu.iinns.  uni- 
ted in  favor  of  the  most  popular  candidate. — 
The  authority  vested  in  the  house  of  rtprcseii- 
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tatives,  to  elect  a  president,  on  a  failure  of  the 
colleges  of  electors,  is  not  an  arbitrary^  but  a 
discretionary  power,  to  be  exercised  according 
to  the  expressed  or  implied  will  of  the  people  j 
and  in  no  case  con<:rary  to  the  general  sentiment; 
of  the  nation.  Any  other  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  ge- 
nius of  the  government,  subversive  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  and  dangerous,  in  its  remotest 
consequences,  to  the  civil  liberty  of  4Ji«  country. 
But  without  considering  th€  manifest  inconsis- 
tency and  impropriety,  as  also  the  injustice  aad 
dereliction  of  principle,  of  selecting  that  caa- 
didate  who  had  obtained  less  than  one-third^  in 
preference  to  another  who  had  received  nearly 
two-fifths  of  all  the  electoral  votes;  the  power- 
ful and  democratic  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to- 
gether with  New-Jersey,  Maryland,  Ohio, Kea- 
tucky,  and  the  entire  western  states,  had  sol- 
Cflanly  protested  against  continuing  the  ).ine  of 
cabinet  succession  any  further.  The  sentiment 
of  Pennsylvania  was  proclaimed  from  the  Har» 
rishurg  convention.  ''For  twenty-four  years, 
none  but  a  secretary  of  the  cabinet  has  been 
elevated  to  the  presidency.  We  do  not  object 
to  the  distinguished  democrats  who  have  hoi- 
den.  or  are  now  contending  for  this  station ;  but 
we  do  object  to  the  uninterrupted  continuance 
of  a  secretary  dynasty.  The  period  has  surely 
arrived,  when  a  president  should  be  elected 
from  the  ranks  of  the  people.  If  it  has  not,  how 
soon  will  the  secretaries  claim,  by  usage  and 
prescription,  the  exclusive  right  of  nomination, 
and,  from  the  powerful  patronage- in  their  gifts. 
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may  be  but  too  likely  to  obtain  it?  This  arti- 
ficial system  of  cabinet  succession  to  the  presi- 
dency, is  little  less  dangerous  and  anti-republi- 
can, than  the  hereditary  monarchies  of  Europe. 
If  a  link  in  this  chain  of  secretary  dynasties 
can  not  be  broken  now,  then  may  we  be  fettered 
by  it  forever.  Andrew  Jackson  comes  pure, 
untrammelled,  and  unpledged,  from  the  bosom 
of  the  people."  The  language  of  Maryland 
was  not  less  direct  and  positive  on  the  subject. 
"If  the  precedent  should  be  consecrated  by  an- 
other elevation  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
presidency,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation, 
in  effect,  elects  the  president  when  he  nominates 
this  secretary ;  and  the  secretary,  with  a  view 
to  the  prospective  ascent,  is  thus  tempted,  and 
enabled  from  his  already  high  position  in  the 
nation,  to  create  and  command  an  influence 
bearing  upon  the  great  object  of  his  ambition, 
which  no  other  individual  can  have  at  his  dis- 
posal. The  crisis  demands  a  man  from  among 
the  peopK; — perfectly  free  and  disentangled 
from  all  connections  with  the  cabinet;  unstain- 
ed by  any  of  its  intrigues,  and  imsoiled  by  any 
of  its  errors  or  corruptions;  unfettered  by  any 
pledges  to  favorites  or  political  parasites,  who 
have  helped  him  to  power,  and  claim  their  re- 
ward— a  man  who,  when  he  comes  into  the  con- 
stitutional possession  of  power,  will  fearlessly 
scrutinize  every  department  of  the  government, 
expose  and  correct  its  errors, and  reform  the  long 
list  of  abuses,  which  time  and  cabinet  succes- 
sions have  introduced  and  sanctioned."  [.^d-^ 
dress  of  the  Jackson  committee  to  the  people  of 
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Maryland^  JIug.  17,  1824.]  These  sentiments 
prevailed  to  a  great  extent,  in  almost  every 
state  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  believed  would 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  members  of 
congress;  notwithstanding  it  was  asserted,  in  a 
circular  address  of  Mr.  Clay's  friends  in  Km- 
tucky,  but  a  few  months  previous,  that  if  the 
election  of  president  should  devolve  on  the  house 
of  representatives — ''The  voice  of  the  people 
will  be  no  more  heard  in  the  contest.  All  will 
be  carried  by  influence  and  intrigue,  bargain 
and  management.  He  w^ho  has  the  most  exten- 
sive means  of  influence,  and  will  promise  tlie 
most  favours,  will  have  the  prospect  of  success; 
and  the  nation  will  receive  the  president,  not 
from  the  pure  hands  of  the  people,  but  from  a 
club  of  political  managers  and  intriguers.-' 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1825,  the  house  of 
representatives  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Presidenl,  and  on  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Adams 
received  the  votes  of  the  following  states: — 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Conn(xticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
Maryland,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Kentucky, 
and  Louisiana. —  i3,  and  was  elected.  Gener- 
alJackson  received  the  votes  of  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Indiana,  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  Mississippi, — 7;  and  Mr. 
Crawford,  tlios^  of  Virgmia,  Delaware,  North 
Carolina,  and  Georgia, — 4.  This  res'dt,  so  un- 
expected to  tlje  nation,  and  so  contrary  to  those 
republican  maxims,  by  which  our  whole  politi- 
caf  system  is  sustained,  produced  an  instanta- 
neous burst  of  feeling  and  indignation  through* 
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out  the  union.  Imputations  of  the  most  serious- 
character,  were  imniediately  cast  upon  the  mo- 
tives of  Mr.  Clay  and  other  members  of  con- 
gress, who  were  supposed  to  have  procured  the 
election  of  Mr.  Adams,  against  the  declared 
voice  of  the  people.  The  appointment  of  Mr. 
Clay  to  the  department  of  state,  on  the  5th  of 
March  following,  by  Mr.  Adams,  increased  that 
feeling,  and  excited  strong  suspicions,  that  some 
improper  arrangement  had  been  previously 
made,  by  their  respective  friends,  for  the  mutupl 
benefit  of  both.  Subsequent  events  have 
strengthened  these  suspicions,  rather  than  di- 
minished them.  On  no  sound  principle  can  the 
conduct  of  those  members  be  defended,  who 
gave  the  states  of  Maryland,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  and  Louisiana  to  Mr.  Adams. 
No  public  considerations  will  justify  or  excuse 
it.  These  states  had  given  to  general  Jackson, 
12  electoral  votes,  and  42,353  votes  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  to  Mr  Adams,  only  6  electoral  voteSj 
and  28,765  of  the  votes  of  the  people. 

Within  a  few  months  after  the  result  of  those 
extraordinary  proceedings  was  first  made 
known  to  the  nation,  numerous  meetings  of  tiie 
people  were  held  in  the  western,  and  some  of 
the  Atlantic  states,  on  the  subject  of  the  alarm- 
ing crisis  of  our  political  affairs;  at  which  the 
conikict  of  those  who  had  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  procuring  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Adams 
was  severe! V  censured,  and  Andrew  Jackson 
apfain  noniiuLited  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. So  rr.pidiy  did  the  public  ser.tin^ent 
unite  and  concentrate  upon  this  illustrious  citi- 
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zen,  as  the  immediate  successor  of  the  present 
incumbent,  that  the  apprehensions  of  the  new 
cabinet,  superseded  the  dictates  of  prudence, 
and  an  or:^anized  system  of  proscription  and 
denunciation,  eman  itiny^  from  the  principal  de- 
partments of  the  government,  succeeded  to  the 
liberal  and  magnanimous  policy  of  previous  ad- 
mnistrations.  None  but  active  partizans  and 
supporteis  of  the  executive  and  the  secretary 
of  state,  were  appointed  to  office.  The  selfish 
p  issi'vis  oflea  lino-  politicians  wereappealed  to, 
and  offices  of  hi^h  trust  and  great  responsibili- 
ty, were  bestowed  upon  those  whose  principal 
nifM-it  consisted  in  a  submissive  compliance  to 
official  domination.  The  independence  of  the 
press  was  assailed,  by  with  Irawing  the  pisbji- 
cation  of  the  laws  from  those  journals  which 
would  not  submit  to  the  slavery  and  drudgery 
of  ind^.scrimiiiate  priise,  or  censure,  as  the  ca- 
price or  policy  of  men  in  power  should  dictate, 
and  transier^d  to  others  of  limited  circulation, 
and  entirely  subservient  of  the  views  of  govern- 
ment. With  this  prt-par-ition  to  direct  and  con- 
trol public  opinion,  those  papers  under  the  im- 
mediate influence  of  administratinn,  or  that  of 
its  sibor  linate  offi  ii  rs,  commenced  and  have 
coiitiuued  a  series  of  attacks  upon  tlie  charac- 
ters of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  and  pa- 
triotic men  in  the  nation,  wh(}  iiave  ha  I  tlie 
courage  to  exercise  the  freedom  and  inde[ien- 
dence  of  Si)rech  and  opinion,  and  the  firmness 
to  withstand  thv^  terrois  of  executive  inflaence. 
In  this  crusade  upon  private  character  and  tne 
motives  of  pujiic  con  luct,  the  reputation  of 
37 
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general  Jackson,  as  a  citizen,  soldier,  and  civi- 
lian, has  been  most  wantonly  and  cnieliy  assail- 
ed, and  even  the  sanctuary  of  his  doitu^stic 
peace,  has  not  escaped  the  calumny  of  official 
spleen  and  envy.  Those  great  achievements 
and  most  important  public  services,  lor  w  nich 
he  has  received  the  thanks  and  a|)probation  of 
everv  patriot  citizen,  and  which  have  given 
to  himself  and  his  country  a  name  and  a  praise 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  have  been  im- 
puted to  motives  alike  unjust  and  dishonourable. 
A  disposition  for  arbitrary  power,  has  bttn  at- 
tributed to  the  political  disciple  of  Jefferson  and 
the  gallant  defender  of  i\ew  Orleans;  and  of 
wanton  cruelty,  to  the  protector  of  our  southern 
frontier  from  the  bloody  scenes  of  savage  n»as- 
sacre,  and  the  appalling  l<orrors  of  the  Indian 
tomahawk  and  scalping  Lnife.  7htse  isnjust 
and  unwarrantable  attacks  upon  the  motives 
and  character  of  the  nian,  who  stood  forth  the 
efficient  champion  of  his  country  and  its  rights, 
"in  the  hour  of  its  most  fearful  extremity,''  at 
length  aroused  the  sensibilities  of  the  nation, 
and  produced  a  reaction  upon  the  public  niind, 
as  just  as  it  was  powerful,  and  honourable  to 
freemen.  "That  country  is  fated  to  infamy  and 
ruin,  that  will  not  defend  the  character  and  pro- 
tect the  fame  of  its  greatest  benefactor/'  In- 
gratitude, the  reproach  of  republics,  belongs 
not  to  America. 

That  the  merits  and  qualifications  of  candi- 
dates for  public  office  or  popular  favour,  and 
their  conduct  in  life. so  far  as  the  public  are  con- 
cerned, should  be  the   subjects  of  free  discus- 
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sinn  and  strict  inquiry,  is  admitted  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  proper  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. It  is  the  right  of  the  citizen,  and  can  n^ot 
be  yielded  without  a  virtual  surrender  of  one  of 
the  highest  privileges  of  freemen.  The  motives 
and  conduct  of  general  Jackson,  therefore, 
while  engaged  in  the  public  service,  whether 
in  civil  or  military  capacities,  are  interesting  to 
the  nation,  and  should  be  examined  with  can- 
dour and  discussed  with  moderntion.  As  a. 
candidate  for  the  first  office  in  the  republicj 
he  is  entitled  to  the  impartial  judgement  of  his 
countrymen.  But  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
the  rivalship  of  competition,  arising  out  of  the 
controversy,  has  excited  feelings  unpropitious  to 
calm  and  dispassionate  inquiry.  His  motives 
have  been  arraigned  and  his  conduct  and  cha- 
racter misrepresented,  to  an  extent  unpreceden- 
ted in  the  history  of  this  country.  That  portion 
of  the  public  press,  which  has  been  patronised 
and  partially  supported  by  government,  has  in- 
dulged in  a  licentious  course  of  crimination, 
from  no  apparent  motive,  but  that  of  elevating 
a  rival  candidate  on  the  ruins  of  his  competi- 
tor. A  series  of  accusations,  embracing  the 
events  of  his  life  for  nearly  forty  years,  have 
been  made  and  reiterated,  in  every  part  of  the 
union  where  the  influence  of  the  administration 
has  been  sufficient  to  control  the  press.  Exag- 
gerated statements  of  facts,  liave  been  connect- 
ed with  assertions  having  no  foundation  in  truth, 
to  create  an  impression  on  the  public  mind,  that 
this  distinguished  citizen  and  patriot  is  unwor- 
thy the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 
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Among  the  acnusations  which  have  been 
urged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  x'^nierican 
people,  to  preji'.dice  the  public  mind  against  his 
character,  is  that  of  a  disposition  for  arbitrary 
power;  in  enforcing  martial  law  tliroughont  llie 
city  of  New  Orleans  and  its  environs,  and  the 
conseqisent  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
j)us,  pending  his  defence  of  that  place;  and  his 
invasion  of  Florida,  and  ti)e  consequent  occu- 
pation of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  during  the 
Seminole  war.  Of  his  motives  for  declaring 
martial  lavi^,  his  own  declarations  are  entitled 
to  much  weight  and  consideration;  and  in  jnsti- 
iication  of  his  conduct,  on  that  occasion,  it  is 
proper  he  should  be  heard  in  Jiis  own  defence. 
In  conversing  with  a  gentleman,  on  tiiis  subject, 
a  short  time  after  the  peace,  he  said — '"''I  very 
well  knew  the  extent  of  my  powers,  and  that 
it  was  far  short  of  that  which  necessity  and  my 
situation  required.  I  determined,  therefore,  to 
venture  boldly  forth,  and  to  pursue  a  course  cor- 
respondent to  the  difficulties  that  pressed  upon 
me.  1  had  an  anxious  solicitude  to  wipe  off 
the  stigma  cast  upon  my  country  by  the  destruc" 
tion  of  the  capitol.  If  New  Orleans  were  ta- 
ken, I  well  knew  that  new  difficulties  would 
arise,  and  every  effort  be  made  to  retain  it ;  and 
that  if  regained,  blood  and  treasure  would  be 
the  sacrifice.  My  determination,  therefore, 
was  formed,  not  to  halt  at  trifles,  but  to  lose  the 
city  only  at  the  boldest  sacrifice;  and  to  omit 
nothing  that  could  assure  success.  I  was  well 
aware  that  calculating  politicians,  ignorant  of 
the  difficulties  that  surrounded  me,  would  con- 
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demn  my  course;  but  this  was  not  material. — 
AVhat  became  of  me,  was  of  no  consequence. 
If  disaster  did  come,  I  expected  not  to  survive 
it;  but  if  a  successful  defence  could  be  made, 
I  felt  assured  that  my  country,  in  the  objects 
attained,  would  lose  sight    of,   and    forget    the 
means  that  had  been    employed."     [See  370th 
page  of  this  work]     His  own  reasoning,  in  jus- 
tification of  that  strong  but  necessary  measure, 
is  no  less  satisfactory  to  every  impartial  mind. 
In  answer  to  the  address  of  the  New  Orleans 
battalion  of  uniform  companies,  dated,  March 
16,  1315,  in  which  his  declaration  of  martial 
law  is  mentioned  in  terms  of  approbation,  he 
thus  expresses  himself: — "The  first  wish  of  my 
heart,  the  safety  of  my  country,  has  been  accom- 
plished; and  it  affords  me  the  greatest  happi- 
ness to  know,  that    the  means  taken  to  secure 
this  object,  have  met  the  approbation  of  those 
who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  of  judging 
of  their  propriety,  and  who,  from  their  various 
relations,  might  be  supposed  the  most  ready  to 
censure  anv  which  had  been  improperly  resort- 
ed to.     Whenever  the  invaluable  rights  which 
we  enjoy,Mnderour  happy  constitution  aie  threat- 
ened by  invasion,  privileges  the  most  dear,  and 
which  in  ordinarv  times  owght  to  be  regarded 
as  ihe  most  sacred,  may   be  required  to  be  in- 
fringed for  their  security.     At  such  a  crisis,  we 
have  only  to  determine  whether  we  will  s.  s- 
pend,  for  a  time,  the  exercise  of  the  latter,  rhat 
we  may  secure  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  the 
former.     Is  it  wise,  in  such  a  moment,  to  sacri- 
fice the  bpirit  of  the  laws  to  the  letter,  and,  by 
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adhering  too  strictly  to  the  letter,  lose  the  siih^ 
stance  forever,  in  order  that  we  may,  for  an  in- 
stant, preserve  the  shadow?  It  is  not  to  be  ima- 
gined, that  the  express  provisions  of  any  writ- 
ten law  can  fully  embrace  emergencies,  which 
suppose  and  occasion  the  saspenaion  of  all  law, 
but  the  highest  and  last,  that  of  self  preserva- 
tion. No  right  is  more  })recions  to  a  freeman 
than  that  of  si'ffrage ;  b(U  had  your  election 
taken  place  on  the  8th  of  January,  would  your 
declaimers  have  advised  you  to  abandon  the 
defence  of  your  country,  in  order  to  exercise  this 
inestimable  privilege  at  the  polls'?  Is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  your  general,  if  he  regarded  the 
important  trust  committed  to  his  charge,  would 
have  permitted  you  to  preserve  the  constitution 
by  an  act  which  would  have  involved  constitu- 
tion, country,  and  honour,  in  one  undistinguish- 
ed ruin?  What  is  more  justly  important  than 
personal  liberty?  Yet  how  can  the  civil  enjoy- 
n^ent  of  this  privilege  be  made  to  consist  with 
th.e  order,  snbordination,  and  discipline  of  a 
camp?  Let  the  sentinel  be  removed  by  subpoe- 
na from  his  post;  let  writs  of  habeas  corpus  car- 
ry away  the  officers  from  the  lines,  and  the  ene- 
my may  conquer  your  country,  by  only  employ- 
ing lawyers  to  defend  your  constitution.  Pri- 
vate property  is  held  sacred  in  all  good  govern- 
nients,  and  particularly  in  our  own;  yet,  shall 
the  fear  of  invading  it,  prevent  a  general  from 
inarching  his  army  over  a  corn-field,  or  burning 
a  house  which  protects  an  enemy?" 

"  These  and  a  thousand  other  instances  might 
be  cited,  to  show  that  laws  must  sometimes  be 
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silent,  when  necessity  speaks.  The  only  ques^ 
tion  with  the  friend  of  his  country  will  be,  have 
these  laws  been  made  to  be  silent  wantonly  and 
unnecessarily?  If  necessity  dictated  the  meas- 
ure; if  a  resort  to  it  was  important  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  those  rijohts  which  we  esteem  to  be 
dear,  and  in  defence  of  which  we  had  so 'wil- 
lingly taken  up  arms,  surely  it  wosdd  not  have 
been  becoming  in  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
have  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  which  it  in- 
volved. He  did  not  slirink  from  it.  In  declar- 
ing martial  law,  his  object,  and  his  only  object, 
was,  to  embody  the  whole  resources  of  the 
cosmtry  for  its  defence.  The  law,  while  it  ex- 
isted, necessarily  suspended  all  rights  and  pri- 
vileges inconsistent  with  iis  provisions.  It  is  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  they  who  boast  them- 
selves the  champions  of  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges should  not,  when  they  were  first  put  in 
danger  by  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  have 
manifested  that  lively  sensibility  of  which  they 
have  since  made  so  ostentatious  a  display.  So 
far,  however,  was  this  from  being  the  case,  tiiat 
this  measure  not  only  met,  then,  the  open  sup- 
port of  those  who,  when  their  country  was  in- 
vaded, thought  resistance  a  virtite,  and  the  si- 
lent approbation  of  all;  but  even  the  particular 
recommendation  and  encouragement  of  many 
who  now  inveigh  the  most  bitterly  against  it. — 
It  was  not  until  a  victory,  secured  by  that  very 
measiire,  had  lessened  the  danger  which  occa- 
sioned a  resort  to  it,  that  the  present  feeling 
guardians  of  our  rights  discovered  that  the  com-! 
maiiding  general  oughi  to  huve  suffered  his  post 
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to  be  abandoned  through  the  interference  of  a 
foreign  agent — his  ranks  to  be  thinned  by  deser- 
tion, and  his  whole  army  to  be  broken  to  pieces 
by  mutiny;  while  yet  a  powerful  for-^e  of  the  en- 
emy remained  on  your  coast,  and  within  a  few 
hours'  sail  of  your  city.  [  thought  and  acted 
diijferently.  It  was  not  until  1  discovered  that 
the  civil  power  stood  no  longer  in  the  need  of 
the  military  for  its  support,  that  I  restored  to  it 
its  usual  functions;  and  the  restoration  was  not 
delayed  a  moment  after  that  period  arrived." 

The  man  who  can  feel  and  act  as  general 
Jackson  did  on  that  perilous  and  trying  occa- 
sion, can  have  no  motive  but  that  of  the  purest 
and  most  disinterested  patriotism  ;  no  disposition 
but  to  put  forth  his  whole  energies  in  defence  of 
his  country.  The  responsibility  which  he  as- 
sumed, was  fearful  and  tremendous.  His  life, 
his  fortune,  and  his  fame,  were  risked  upon  the 
most  hazardous  enterprise.  Few  men,  in  any 
country,  have  manifested  such  devotion  to  the 
public  safety;  and  few  men  could  have  stood, 
iinawed  and  unappalled,  amidst  such  a  compli- 
cation of  surrounding  difficulties  and  dangers. 
Yet  he  met  them  all,  with  a  solejnn  conviction 
that,  if  disaster  did  come,  he  should  not  suriive  it. 
What  has  been  imputed  to  him,  therefore,  as  an 
arbitrary  disposition,  on  a  close  examination, 
will  be  found  to  be,  promptness  in  decision,  firm- 
ness of  purpose,  and  an  unalterable  determina- 
tion to  succeed  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  or 
perish  in  the  attempt.  Such  a  character,  in- 
stead of  meriting  the  censures  of  the  press,  and 
the  reproaches  of  civilians,  is  worthy.the  high- 
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est  honours  and  the  noblest  rewards  of  a  grate- 
fnl  people.  It  would  have  honoured  Greece  in 
the  proudest  days  of  her  republics. 

^rhe  invasion  of  Floridc*,  and  the  occupation 
of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  by  the  American 
army  under  his  command,  drring  the  Seminole 
war,  has  also  been  brought  forward  as  evidence 
of  an  arbitrary  disposition,  and  a  desire  to  accu- 
mtdate  power  in  his  own  hands.  His  conduct 
throughout  that  campaign,  was  fully  examined 
by  congress;  justified  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  hif 
administration;  and  has  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  nation.  He  found  the  frontier  bleeds 
ing  at  every  pore.  The  merciless  savage,  insti- 
gated by  British  agents,  had  spread  death  and 
desolation  among  the  settlements,  by  the  indis- 
criminate massacre  of  men,  women,  and  chilr 
dren.  He  traced  the  footsteps  of  the  enemy, 
marked  by  the  blood  of  his  innocent  and  unof- 
fending victims,  to  the  Spanish  line,  and  to  the 
forts  and  garrisons  of  Florida;  where  aid  and 
succour  had  been  afforded  him,  and  where  shel- 
ter and  protection  were  given  and  received, 
contrary  to  existing  treaties,  and  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  Every  consideration 
of  public  duty,  required  of  Jackson  the  most 
prompt  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  wherever  assist^ 
ance  or  protection  was  afforded  him;  and  the 
laws  of  war,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  justified  him  in  passing  into  the  Spanish 
territory  for  that  purpose.  A  neut-ral  country 
loses  all  its  rights,  as  such,  the  moment  it  takes 
part  in  a  war  between  the  belligerents  of  other 
eations.    A  distinguished  member  of  con^resSj 
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(Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,)  who  took  part 
in  the  debate  on  the  Seminole  war,  expressed 
the  opinion,  that  "General  Jackson,  in  the  wiJds 
of  Florida,  better  understood  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  the  constitution  of  his  country,  than 
gentlemen  of  this  house  who  had  been  so  long 
discussing  the  propriety  of  his  conduct.".  The 
hostile  Indians,  with  whom  the  United  States 
were  at  war,resided  principally  within  theSpan- 
ish  territory;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
settlements  and  military  posts,  the  whole  of  that 
country  was  in  their  possession.  They  held  the 
sovereignty  in  fact,  though  Spain  claimed  it; 
but  her  authority  was  neither  respected  nor 
maintained,  even  in  appearance.  General 
Jackson,  in  his  communications  with  the  war 
department,  justifies  his  conduct,  "on  the  immu- 
table principles  of  self-defence,  authorised  by 
the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations."  On  this  prin- 
ciple he  bottoms  all  his  operations:  On  the  fact, 
that  the  Spanish  officers  had  aided  and  abetted 
the  Indian  enemy, and  therefore  became  a  party 
in  hostilities  against  us,  does  he  justify  his  oc- 
cupying the  Spanish  fortresses.  Spain  had  dis- 
regarded the  treaties  existing  with  the  Ameri- 
C'in  government,  or  had  not  power  to  enforce 
them.  The  Indian  tribes  within  her  territory, 
and  which  she  was  bound  to  keep  at  peace,  had 
visited  our  citizens  with  all  the  horrors  of  sav- 
age war.  Negro  brigands  were  establishing 
themselves  when  and  where  they  pleased,  and 
foreign  agents  were  openly  and  knowingly  prac- 
tising their  intrigues  in  this  neutral  territory. — 
The  imoautable  principles  of  self-defence  justi« 


fied,  thereforp,  the  occupancy  of  the.  Floridas; 
and  the  same  princi[)le  will  warrant  tne  Amer- 
ican government  m  lioiding  it,  until  such  time  as 
Spain  can  guarantee,  by  an  adequate  military 
force,  the  maintainino;  of  her  authority  within 
the  colony.  [Letter  of  Jackson  to  the  secretary 
of  war^  June  2.] 

But  the  justification  of  general  Jackson's  con- 
duct on  that  occasion,  does  not  depend  cMtirelj 
on  his  own  defence  of  it.  A  con^pjete  and  un- 
q  lalified  justification,  is  to  be  found  in  the  offi- 
cial instructions  from  Mr.  Adams,  then  secreta- 
ry of  state,  to  the  American  minister  at  tiie 
court  of  Madrid,  dated,  November  2B,  1818.—^ 
The  Spanish  monarch  had  demanded  of  oi.r 
minister  at  Madrid,  a  disavowal,  by  the  Ameri- 
can government, of  these  acts  of  generalJackson; 
the  infliction  upon  him  of  some  suitable  pimish- 
ment,  for  his  supposed  misconduct,  and  a  resti- 
tution of  the  posts  and  territory  taken  by  him, — 
To  these  deman  Is,  the  letier  of  instructions 
were  intended  to  be  a  replv,  and  was  according- 
ly directed  to  be  communicated  in  extenso^  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  to  the  Spanish 
governnjent.  Mr.  Adams,  in  that  letter  of  in- 
structions, after  stating  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  rendered  th^:  occupation  of  P^lor- 
ida,  by  general  Jackson,  both  necessary  and 
justifiable,  makes  the  following  declaration  of 
X\\e  views  and  opinion  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, on  that  subject.  ""He  [general  Jackson] 
took  posses-ion,  therefore,  of  Pensacola,  and  of 
the  fort  of  Barrancas,  as  he  had  done  of  St. 
Marks,  not  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  Spain,  but 
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as  a  necessary  measure  of  self  defence;  giving 
notice  that  they  should  be  restored  whenever 
Spain  should  place  commanders  and  a  force 
there,  aole  and  willing  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
of  Spain  towards  the  United  States,  of  restrain- 
!!ig,  by  force,  the  Flfu'ida  Indians  from  hostili- 
ties against  their  citizens.  'J'he  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  give  a  signal  manifestation  of 
his  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  the  king  of 
Spa'.n.  to  perform  with  good  faith  this  indispen- 
sable engagement,  and  to  demonstrate  to  the 
world,  that  neither  the  desire  of  conquest  nor 
hostility  to  Spain,  had  any  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils oi  the  United  States,  has  directed  the  un- 
conditional restoration,  to  any  Spanish  officer 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  of  Pensacola 
and  the  Barrancas,  and  that  of  St.  Marks  to 
any  Spanish  force  adequate  for  its  defence, 
against  the  attack  of  the  savages.  But  the 
president  will  neither  inflict  punishment,  nor 
pass  censure  upon  general  Jacksonjor  that  con- 
duct, the  motives  for  whinh  were  founded  in  tiie 
purest  ■patriotum^  of  the  7,ecefisify  f (  r  which  he 
had  the  most  immediate  and  effectual  means  of 
forming  a  judgmeiit,  and  the  vindication  ofwhick 
is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as 
well  as  in  the  fr.-^t  law  of  nature,  self  defrn'ce.*' 
Instructions  are  then  given  "to  demand  of  the 
Spanish  government,  that  inquiry  shall  be  insti- 
tuted into  the  conduct  of  D'ii  Jose  Masot,  go- 
vernor of  Pensacola,  and  of  Don  Francisco  C. 
Luengo,  commandant  of  vSt.  Marks,  and  a  suit- 
able punishment  inflicted  upon  Mem.  for  having, 
in  defiance  aud  violation  of  the  engagements  of 


^pain  with  the  United  States,  aided  and  assist- 
ed these  hordes  of  savages,  in  tliose  very  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States,  which  it  was 
their  official  duty  to  restrain." 

Very  great  exertions  liave  been  made,  by  the 
political  opponents  of  general  Jackson,  and  by 
those  who  are  envious  of  his  fame,  or  jealous  of 
his  popularity,  to  fix  upon  him  the  charge  of 
WANTON  CRUELTY,  for  approving  the  sentence  of 
a  court  martial,  in  pursuance  of  Vv'hich  six  mili- 
tia soldiers  of  Tennessee  were  executed  at  Mo- 
bile, in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1815,  for  mu- 
tiny and  desertion;  in  causing  the  Indian  chiefs 
to  be  executed,  for  murders  and  butcheries  of 
innocent  Americans  who  had  unfortunately  fal- 
len into  their  power ;  and  in  directing  the  exe- 
cution of  Arburthnot  and  Ambrister,  two  Eng- 
lishmen, for  exciting,  aiding,  and  assisting  the 
•l!;dians  to  make  war  upon  our  defenceless  fron- 
tier. With  what  justice  or  propriety  these  ac- 
cusations have  been  made,  it  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive. They  were  all  cases  of  aggravated 
crime,  without  any  circumstances  of  extenua- 
tion and  requiring  the  most  proaipt  and  rigorous 
punishment.  Nunjerous  instances  of  the  inflic- 
tion of  capital  punishment, for  nnstiny  and  deser- 
tion,are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  of  the  execution  of  tories  and 
others,  for  aiding  and  assisting  the  enemv.  Many 
of  these  suffered  death  without  the  formality  of  a 
trial.or  any  of  the  ceremoniesof  a  defence.  Ytft 
Washington,  La  Favette,  Greene,  and  Wayne, 
by  whose  orders  anri  directions  these  punish- 
ments were  iiiflicted,  have  never  been  charged 
38 


446  APPENDIX, 

with  wanton  criTplty;  nor  flid  they  ever  w^fk 
si.ch  an  imputation.  The  discipline  oi  a  CHir^p, 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions, require  and  justify  instances  of  rigorous 
justice,  as  examples  of  terror  to  others.  Human- 
ity herself  sometimes  resorts  to  these  expedients, 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  crime,  and  to  pre- 
serve her  ovtn  influence  over  the  events  of  war. 
The  execution  of  the  deserter,  by  lieutenant 
Reed,  and  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny  in 
the  Jersey  brigade,  under  the  special  and  posi- 
itive  orders  of  general  Washington,  without 
even  the  preliminary  formalities  of  a  trial; — of 
James  Grant,  a  soldier  of  the  Virginia  line,  for 
exciting  mutiny,  by  general  La  Fayette  ; — of  the 
Tnilitia  man^  for  simply  going  home  to  see  his 
wife  and  children,  without  leave,  by  general 
Greene; — of  VVilliani  Fitzpatrick,  a  soldier  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  for  marauding,  by  gene- 
ral Wayne; — and  of  Walter  Butler,  and  many 
others,  fi)r  exciting  the  Indians  to  hostilities 
against  the  country;  are  all  cases  which  occur- 
red in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  M^ere  nevrr 
laged  as  instances  of  wanton  cruelty,  againsfe 
those  illustrious  patriots,  under  whose  orders 
these  punishments  were  inflicted.  A  cand.'d 
and  impartial  examination  of  the  cases  which 
occurr  ;d  under  general  Jackson,  will  exhibit  h.-s 
character  as  free  from  any  just  imputation  of 
cruelty,  as  that  of  Washington,  La  Fayette, 
Greene,  or  Wayne.  1  he  strongest  necessity, 
and  the  imperious  dictates  of  public  duty,  re- 
qr  red  of  general  Jackson  these  examples  of 
rigid  and  retributive  justice^  at  his  hands,  aud 
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it  can  not  be  said,  that,  in  any  case,  hnmanitj? 
has  suffered,  or  that  mercy  has  been  offended. 

The  case  of  the  six  Tennessee  militia,  was' ' 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  and  extensive  in- 
stances of  mutiny  and  desertion.,  which  has  evtr_ 
occurred  in  the  United  States,  since  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence.  About  two  hundred  were 
found  guilty,  by  a  court  martia!  composed  exclu- 
sively of  militia  officers,  and,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber, only  six  suffered  the  punishment  of  the 
]aw;  the  remainder  were  pardoned.  General 
Jackson  was  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  de- 
ffMice  of  New  Orleans,  was  more  than  three  hun- 
dred miles  distant  from  the  court,  during  its 
whole  session ;  and  the  only  agency  which  he 
had  in  the  case,  was  to  authorize  the  trial  of 
these  offenders,  and  subsequently  to  approve 
^syf  tho  sentence  of  the  court.  The  facts  and 
■circumstances  of  this  case,  have  been  briefly 
detailed  by  colonel  Pipkin,  the  commander  of 
the  regiment  to  which  these  mutineers  belong- 
ed, in  an  affidavit  of  his,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing statement  is  extracted: — "The  regiment 
which  I  commanded  was  mustered  into  service 
under  an  act  of  congress,  for  a  term  of  six 
months  duty,  on  the  2*  th  June,  J8l4,  and  order- 
ed to  garrison  the  different  posts  in  the  Creek 
nation.  In  the  latter  end  of  August ,  or  the  first 
of  September,  I  discovered  a  mutinous  disposi- 
tion in  my  regiment,  as  well  at  fort  Jackson 
where  I  had  establibhed  my  head  quarters,  as 
p.t  other  posts,  but  I  had  noproofthat  would  jus- 
tify my  prefering  charges,  until  a  soldier  by  the 
name  of  Huiit,  made  a  public  declaration  that 
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he  would  go  home,  at  the  expiratioi>  of  three, 
months,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  I  then  wrote  to 
general  Jackson,  at  Mobile,  anH  rf  qviestefl  him 
to  order  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  said 
Bunt,  which  he  did,  hut  the  order  did  not  com« 
to  hand  until  after  the  mutinous  party  of  my 
Te^iiment. had  released  him  from  under  guard; 
who,  with  him,  deserted  on  the  2rth  of  Septem- 
ber, 18!4.  A  short  time  previous  to  this,  the 
tame  party  demolished  the  bake  house,  destroy- 
ed the  oven,  and  did  many  other  disorderly  and 
iinitinous  acts.  The  day  previous  to  their  de- 
s  ition,  a  large  number  paraded  armed,  and 
Diarched  towards  the  commissarv's  stores.  I 
ordered  them  to  disperse,  but  my  order  was 
disregarded,  and  they  forced  the  guard  station- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  stores.  The  com- 
missary  anticipatiiTg   their  deeig?n,  clnspd    and 

locked  the  door;  but  that  did  not  restrain 
them,  for  one  of  the  men  (who  was  afterwards 
shot  by  sentence  of  the  court  marshal)  immedi- 
ately snatched  up  a  pick  axe  and  cut  the  door 
off  the  hinges.  They  then  entered  the  house, 
and  took  out  eleven  barrels  of  flour,  and  made 
public  proclamation  to  all  who  intended  goinf^ 
home,  to  come  forward  and  draw  rations,  which 
they  did.  They  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
bullock  pen,  and  shot  down  two  beeves,  and  the 
balance  taking  fright,  broke  the  pen  and  run 
gome  distance,  where  they  killed  a  third.  They 
then  returned  to  the  fort  and  completed  their 
arrangements  to  start  home,  as  before  stated, 
to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred.  I  imme- 
diately reported  to  general  Jackson  the  $ittra- 
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tion  of  my  command,  and  the  manner  of  my 
proceedins:.  Shortly  after,  I  received  orders 
from  the  general,  direciing  me,  that  if  I  had  not 
already  arrested  them,  to  use  every  exertion 
in  my  power  to  do  so,  and  have  them  brought 
back  for  trial.  A  part  of  them  were  arrested, 
and  a  court  martial  ordered  to  be  convened  for 
their  trial,  by  lieutenant-colonel  Arbuckle 
(acting  under  the  orders  of  generalJackson)  at 
Mobile,  and  to  consist  of  five  members  and 
two  supernumeraries.  Lieutenant-colonel  Per- 
kins of  the  Mississippi  militia,  was  appointed 
president  of  the  court,  and  lieutenant  Robeson, 
judge  advocate.  I  was  ordered  to  detail  the 
balanceof  the  court  from  the  militia  troops  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  to  order  on  the  wit- 
nesses, for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners  of  my  regi- 
ment, to  Mobile  ;  also  to  make  out  cha-aes  and 
specifications  against  them,  which  I  did.  On 
the  4th  of  December,  I  received  notice  from 
colonel  Perkins,  that  the  court  martial  was  or- 
ganized. It  commenced  with  the  trial  of  cap- 
tain Stiother,  and  continued  from  day  to  day 
until  all  the  prisoners  were  tried.  In  this  busi- 
ness, general  Jackson  had  but  little  to  do.  It  is 
true,  that  at  my  request,  he  ordered  a  court  mar- 
tial, and  appointed  the  president  and  judge  ad- 
vocate, who  were  both  very  respectable  and 
intelligent  men;  but  the  balance  of  the  court 
were  detailed  by  me.  Nor  was  general  Jack- 
son present,  or  even  in  Mobile,  at  the  time  the 
prisoners  were  tried  or  executed,  for  I  have  al- 
ways un  lersiood  and  believe,  that  he  had  reach- 
ed the  city  of  New  Orleans,  before  the  couit  wa& 
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organiz-ed,  where  he  remained  until  the  restdm^ 
tion  of  peace." 

The  executions  of  the  two  Indian  warriors, 
and  the  two  Englishmen,  were  called  for  hy 
every  sense  of  justice,  by  the  dictates  of  pru- 
dence, and  by  every  principle  of  legitimate 
warfare.  Their  fate  is  justified  by  the  laws  of 
nature  and  of  nations,  and  humanity,  clothed  in 
all  the  attributes  of  mercy,  while  she  weeps 
over  the  consequences  of  their  crimes,  yields 
to  the  stern  mandates  of  justice.  Hamathle 
Micco,  vi^as  the  Indian  chief  who  presided  at 
the  inhuman  murder  of  lieutenant  Scott  and  his 
party.  He  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  atro- 
cious cruelties,  and  was  executed,  not  as  an  ene- 
my only,  but  as  the  blood-stained  murderer  of 
our  defenceless  men,  women,  and  children. — 
Hillis  Hajo,  was  the  master  spirit  of  the  tribes, 
more  ferocious  in  his  barbarities,  and  refineil  in 
his  cruelties ;  uniting  the  character  of  brigadier^ 
general  in  the  British  army^  with  that  of  a  pro- 
phet^ "the  crucifix  of  whose  religk>n,  is  the  tom- 
ahavi^k  and  scalping  knife;  the  libations  to 
whose  worship  is  the  blood  of  the  white  man." 
^Arburthnot  had  long  been  actively  engaged  in 
exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Creeks  to  hostilities 
against  the  United  States,  and  in  supporting 
them  with  the  means  of  v/ar.  Ambrister  led 
and  commanded  the  lower  Creeks,  and  was 
present  at  some  of  the  sanguinary  scenes  of  In- 
dian barbarity,  which  had  been  marked  with 
the  extremest  cruelty.  Of  the  guilt  of  these  in- 
liuraan  monsters,  no  doubt  has  ever  been  enter- 
tained.    The  evidence  against  them  consists 
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©f  the'most  irrefragable-  proof.  In  reviewing 
tills  pnrt  of  the  subject,  after  detailing  the 
crimes  of  these  wretches,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces of  their  guilt,  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  letter  of 
instructions tothe  American  minister  at  iMadrid, 
expresses  himself  in  the  following  strong  and 
eloquent  language: — "If  the  bare  recital  of 
scenes  like  these  can  not  be  perused  without 
shuddering,  what  must  be  the  agonized  feelings 
of  those  whose  wives  and  children  are,  from 
day  to  day,  and  from  night  to  night,  exposed  to 
be  the  victims  of  the  same  barbarity!  Has 
inercy  a  voice  to  plead  for  the  perpetrators 
and  instigators  of  deeds  like  these?  Should  in- 
quiry hereafter  be  made,  why,  within  three 
months  after  this  event,  (the  massacre  of  lieu- 
tenant Scott  and  his  party,)  the  savage  Ha- 
mathle  Micco,  upon  being  taken  by  the  Ameri- 
can  troops,  was,  by  order  of  their  commander, 
inniiediately  hr.ng,  let  it  be  told  that,  that 
savage  was  the  commander  of  the  party  by 
which  those  women  were  butchered,  and  those 
helpless  infants  were  thus  dashed  against  the 
boat.  Contending  with  such  enemies,  although 
humanity  revolts  at  entire  retaliation  upon  them, 
and  spares  the  lives  of  their  feeble  and  defence- 
less women  and  children,  yet  mercy  lierself  sur- 
renders to  retributive  justice,  the  lives  of  their 
leading  warriors  taken  in  arms — and  still  more, 
the  lives  of  the  foreign  white  incendiaries,  who, 
disowned  by  their  own  government,  and  disown- 
ing their  own  natures,  degrade  themselves  be- 
neath the  savage  character,  by  voli-ntarily  de- 
scending to  its  level,     is  not  this  the  dictate  of 
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common  sense?  Is  it  not  the  iisasje  of  legitimate 
warfare?  Is  it  not  consonant  to  t!ie  soundest  au- 
thorities of  national  law?  '  Wlien  at  war  (says 
Valtel)  with  a  ferocious  nation,  which  observes 
no  rules,  and  grants  no  quarter,  they  may  be 
ciiastised  in  the  persons  of  those  of  them  who 
may  be  taken;  they  are  of  the  number  of  the 
guilty;  and  by  this  rigor  the  attempt  juay  be 
made  of  bringing  them  to  a  sense  of  the  laws  of 
humanity.'  Again :  '  As  a  general  has  the  right 
of  sacriticing  the  lives  of  his  enemies,  to  his  own 
suff  ty  or  tliat  of  his  people,  if  he  has  to  contend 
With  an  inhuman  enemy,  often  guilty  of  such 
excesses,  he  may  take  the  lives  of  some  of  his 
prisoners,  and  treat  them  as  his  own  peop^le 
have  been  treated.'  The  justification  of  these 
principles  is  found  in  their  salutary  effect,  for 
terror  and  for  example.  It  is  thus  only,  that 
the  barbarities  of  Indians  can  be  successfully 
encountered.  It  is  thus  only,  that  the  worse 
than  Indian  barbarities  of  European  impostors, 
but  always  disavowed,  can  be  punished  and 
arrested.  Two  of  them,  offenders  of  the  deep- 
est diye^  after  solemn  warning  to  their  govern- 
ment, and  individually  to  one  of  them,  have 
fallen,  fiagrante  delicto,  into  the  hands  of  an 
American  general;  and  the  punishment  inflict- 
ed upon  them,  has  lixed  them  on  high  as  an  ex- 
ample, awful  in  its  exhibition,  but,  we  trust,  aus- 
picious in  its  results,  of  that  which  awaits  unau- 
thorized pretenders  of  European  agency,  to 
stinuilate  and  interpose  in  wars  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians,  within  their  con- 
trol.   The  two  Englishmen  executed  by  order  ot 


AtP'ENDIX.  453i 

geiM^ralJacTfson,  were  not  only  identi'iefl  with 
the  savajjes,  with  whom  they  were  carrvinii;  <>n 
the  war  asjaiast  the  United  States,  but  that  on© 
of  them  was  the  mover  awd  f<;menter  of  the  war, 
which,  without  his  interference  and  false  prom- 
ises to  the  Indians  of  support  from  the  British 
government,  never  would  have  happened — that 
the  other  was  the  instrument  of  war  against 
Spain  as  well  as  the  United  States,  commission- 
ed by  M'Gregor,  and  expedited  by  Woodbinf, 
upon  their  project  of  conquering  Florida  with 
these  Indians  and  negroes.  That,  as  accompli- 
ci's  of  the  savages,  and,  sinning  against  their 
better  knowledge,  worse  than  savages,  general 
Jackson,  possessed  of  their  persons,  and  of  the 
proofs  of  their  guilt,  might^by  the  lawful  and  or- 
dinary  usages  of  war,  have  hu\g  them  both 

_jyiTHOUT  THE  FORMALITY  OF  A  TRIAL." 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  general  Jack- 
son, and  such  are  the  grounds  on  which  his  po- 
litical opponents  have  founded  their  charges 
against  him,  of  wanton  cruelty,  and  a  disposition 
for  arbitrary  power.  It  will  be  remembered, 
that  every  part  of  his  conduct,  in  relation  to  the 
Seminole  war,  which  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  censure  or  animadversion,  has  been  ably  and 
successfully  defended  by  Mr.  Adams,  his  rival 
competitor  for  the  presidency.  When  the  po- 
litical excitements  of  the  day  shall  have  passed 
off,  and  with  them  the  effervescence  of  animos- 
ity which  they  have  produced,  and  men  and 
measures  shall  be  spoken  of  only  as  their  influ- 
ence upon  society  may  have  been  beneficial  or 
injurious  J  when  the  events  of  the  last  thirtj 
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years  shall  be  known  only  as  ihey  maybe  found 
recorded  in  the  pnge  of  the  historian,  and  suc- 
ceeding heroes  and  statesmen  shall  search  the 
annals  of  their  country  for  models  of  trne  great- 
ness: the  name  of  JACKSON  will  he  honoured, 
and  his  deeds  of  patriotism  and  of  glory  eulo- 
gized and  celebrated,  by  every  free-born  son  of 
liberty.  That  period  in  the  history  of  this  re- 
public, which  closed  with  the  eighteenth  centin 
ry,  has  been  denominated  the  age  of  WASHr>G- 
ton;  the  succeeding  one,  that  which  has  com- 
menced with  the  nineteenth,  will  seek  its  ap- 
propriate appellation  in  the  merits  and  virtues 
of  its  brightest  and  most  illustrious  character. 
A  CITIZEN  OF  OHIO. 
October  1, 1827. 
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